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PREFACE. 



Whether the reader approved, or disapproved of the 
causes^ conduct, and issue of the late war, is not so mate- 
rial at present — as it is, that he should have it in his pow- 
, er, for a very moderate sum, to preserve, for his own and 
fais children's use, the very skeleton aud 5011/ of the histo- 
ry of the war, by this- record of the most extraordinary 
actions ever fought ; nor is it conceived, that any man, 
with American feelings, can object to a collection of this 
kind. 

It was no part of my object to write a history : this 
should not be attempted but by a Marshal, Clinton, 
Ramsay, or other eminent writer, who could, without 
prejudice or partiality, state the whole grounds of the 
war — the manner in which it was conducted — thq events 
which happened between the actions herein recorded, 
with the political and other effects which th6 war itself 
produced on the people of the United States. 

This, therefore, is onlv a collection of the *' Officla;! 
Accounts, in detail^ of all the battles fought, by sea and 
land," during the late war, as given by the omcer who 
commanded in each action, or, (m case of his death,) by 
the next in command. 

Nor did I think proper to add a single comment of my 
own — choosing rather to leave the reader to make his 
own remarks, and form his own opinion, from a simple 
statement of Tacts, as given to the people by those whose 
duty and whose honor were deeply concerned in giving 
correct statements ; nor is it proper (as some have done} 
to alter the style of these communications, not even in a 
single word ; because, from the composition itself,, much 
may be seen of the character of the writers. 



I am happy, however, in this opportunity, to state my 
belief, that tlie actions, herein detailed, are reported with 
legs partiality than were ever a like number of actions by 
any other nation ; but this, only shews my opinion, of Ame- 
rican officers, compared with others. 

It would be very satisfactory to have a genuine collec- 
tion, of similar events, during our revolutionary war — ^the 
feneral result has been stated by Ramsay and Gordon ; 
ut, I believe, there never has been collected a detailed 
account of the actions fought — hence the- names of those 
(especially subalterns) who distinguished themselves, hav^ 
not been made kown, except in very extraordinary cases ; 
and it is one prime object, m publishing this collection, to 
do justice to allj iff every grade^ that their names may be 
always remembered by the American people. 

Besides, a complete history of the war will form a work) 
which will be beyond the means of the majority of the 
people to purchase. This collection was put low, with 
a view of obviating that objection, and placing it within 
the means of almost every man; and, if I may be allowed 
to recommend a book to, be used in our schools,) know of 
none better calculated to keep alive the true national 
feelinzs^ thaq the one here presented. 

Instead of publishing in duodecimo form, as at first pro* 
posed, it was thought advisable to make it an octavo, with 
a larger type, and a much fairer page — the cost, to me, i$ 
more; but, if the work has a tendency (as I believe it 
will) to disseminate, and keep alive the national feeling, 
^ main object is answered. Tne collection was made for 
my own use, as a soldier, without reference to, or inten- 
tion of publicatioA— 'I wish it may prpve useful to others. 

H. A. FAY- 
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OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 



BATTLE OF BROWNSTOWN 



I am indebted for the following account of the battle of 
Brownstown, to Major James Dalliba, who was in thm 
action, and who has published it under the inspection 
of General James Miller, who commanded the Ameri- 
can forces in said action* 

A part of Major Dalliha's aci!ounli& j)mitted here^ because 
it more properly belongs to the historian to record. 

^- THE PUBLISHER. 

"The object of publishing the following narrative, is, to 
relate a simple story of tacts, which are not generally 
known ; and which, I think, cannot but be interesting to 
those who take the trouble to read it 

I have often conversed with gentlemeft of intelligence 
on the subject of the campaign of the North Western Ar- 
my^ under the commtod of General Hull, in 1812^ who 
appeared to possess but very little correct information re- 
lative to the transactions of that army. 

So little was said about it at the time, that the impres- 
sion on the public mind, that such an event ever occurred, 
is nearly lost. The distance of the scene from the popu- 
lous parts of the country, and the interruption to them, by 
the enemy, confined the intelligence of ilk engagement to, 
&e army, and to the few mhi^iuiuts pf the territory of 
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Michigan, until it was brought out by the parolled prison* 
ers of war, after the fatal surrender of the army and of 
the territory, to the enemy, by general Hull. 

The little spark of intelligence, though brilliant, was 
then so completely enveloped in the general darkness 
that pervaded the United States, that it shone but faintly, 
and the impressions it made on the minds of the people 
were superficial. 

The commuiiication with the state of Ohio (and the 
United States army at Detroit depended for provisions 
upon its being kept open,) was completely blocked up f 
the provisions for the supply of Hull's army, under a con- 
voy of 200 men, commanded by Captain Brush of the 
Ohio Volunteers, were waiting at the River Raisin, 36 
miles from Detroit ; Major Van Home had been dispatch- 
ed a day or two before, with a small command, to the assist- 
ance oi Captain Brush, but was defeated and driven back. 

General Hull now saw it necessary to turn his serious 
attention to that point ; and to sendf a force to open this 
communication, which was fuUy competent to the task, 
both to enable the supplies to pass unmolested, and to 
counteract the unfavorable impressions made on the minds 
of the troops by the defeat of Major Van Home. 

He accordingly detached from the army a part of the 
regular troops, the Michigan legion and some riflemen, 
and dragoons of the Ohio volunteers, making in the whole 
about 600 men, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
James Miller, of the 4th regiment U. S. Infantry, for this 
object. 

The 4th regiment, except one company left at Sand- 
wich,^^ to garrison a small fort, built by order of General 
Hull ; a small detachment of the 1st Infantry, and a 
small number of Artillerists from Captain Dyson's compa- 
ny stationed in fort Detroit, formed me regular troops of 
the detachment, amounting to about 300 in number. The 
Michigan legion consisted of about 60 men, mostly native 
Frenchmen of that territory, commanded by Captain De 
Can^ The cavalry consisted of about 40 dragoons and 
mounted spies, commanded by Captain Sloan, of the corps 
of volunteer cavalry. The nflemea amounted to about 
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.200, commanded by Major Morrison, of the Ohio volun- 
teers, making the 600 men. 

Colonel Miller obtained permission from General Hull to 
take two field pieces with the detachment, one 6 pounder 
and one 51-2 inch howitzer, with their appendages and am- 
, munition. The first Was manned by a squad of artillerists 
from Captain Dyson's company, detached from fort De- 
troit, and commanded by Lieutenant Jonathan Eastman ; 
that corps and the second was manned by a squad picked 
from the first Infantry (the General refusing to detach 
from the 1st any more Artillerists) and was placed under 
the command of Lieutenant James Dalliba, of the regi- 
ment of Artillerists, then serving as master of ordnance 
to General Hull's army. Captam Brevoort, of the 2d U. 
S. Infantty, then commanding the transports on the lakes ; 
and Captain Abraham P. HuU, of the 13th Infantry, son 
and aid to the general^ volunteered, their services as aids 
de camp to Colonel Miller. Lieutanant Johz^ L. East- 
man, adjutant of the 4th Infantry^ served as brigade 
major. Captain Maxwell, of the Ohio volunteers, a revo- 
lutionary officer, and who had served in the Indian war un- 
der General Wayne and others, was chosen to lead the 
spies, to reconnoitre the country a-head of the detachment, 
and point out the rout of fliarch : he was assisted^ by sev- 
eral volunteer citizens from Detroit, well acquaintea with 
the country. 

The detachment having drawn two day^s provisions, 
being organized, and every thing prepared for the march, 
was paraded in line in order of march, as to the station of 
corps, in the main street in the town of Detroit, on the 8th 
of August, 1812, at 5 o'clock P. M. Colonel Miller then 
rode to the Centre, and in fitHit. of the line, addressed 
the troops in the following words : " Soldiers, we are go- 
ing to meet the enemy, and to beat them ! The reverses 
of the 6th must be repaired ! The blood of your brethren, 
spilt by savage hands, on that day, must be ' avenged by 
their chastisement and by the chastisement of the enemy 
who em[rfeys &.em,mOTe savage than "(hey ! I shall lead 
you — ! trust that no man will disgrace himself or me — 
every m^oi who is seen to leave the ranks, f o give way or 
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fiill bafek) IMithout orders, shall instantly be put to death. 
The officers are hereby charged with the execution o( 
this order. My brave soldiers ! you have once faced the 
enemy in a bard conflict, and beaten them, and eained glo- 
fy to yourselves and honor to your country ! Let this op- 
portunity be improved to add another victory to that of 
Tippwanoe^ and new glory to that which you gamed on 
ihe Wabash* Soldiers^ if there are any now in the rank» 
of this detachment, who are afraid to meet the enemy^ 
they are now permitted to fall out and stay behind — *' 
At which the words ^ I'll not stay/' ran throuj^ the rankst 
with a " huzza." 

After which the line was wheeled by sections to the 
right into open column, when Colonel Miller took his ,po* 
flition at the head, and ordered the detachment to march. 
The whole moved off in order and in high spirits, and dis- 
covered those acdenlJeelings' to meet me conflict, which 
inspired a . fiill nonfidence in the remaininjp army and anx- 
ious citizens, that they would be successiul. 

The head of the column arrived at the river Rouge, six 
miles from Detroit,^ about sun set. There being no bridge, 
and the water very deep, the detaclnnents were .conveyed 
over in scows ; there bemg but two provided, which would 
not carry more than 50 men each ; it was JiO o'clock at 
night before the troops, artillery, horses and waggons, 
were ail crossed over. The weather being somewhat 
rainy and very dark, it was determined to encamp there 
for the night The guards and piquets having been sta- 
tibned, and evenr arrangement completed for the security 
of the camp ; tne men were permitted to lie down upon 
their arms and rest till day light The tents and all otner 
dispensable ba^ga^, was left at Detroit The troops had 
no other covenng man fiome rails which they took from 
the fences^ to screen them from the weathen Cooks of 
messes were directed to cook the provisions durii^ the 
night so as to be ready to march at day break. Accor- 
dingly the troops were paraded, and every thing prepared 
to move m that order, which appeared the best calculated 
to receive or make an attack, when and wherever the ene- 
my ought be met The fdlowing is the order m which 



the troops marched : Captain MaxTrell, with his moanted 
spies went a-head, as a van guard, at such a distance as he 
judged prudent An advance guard, under Captain Shel- 
ling, of the fourth Infantiy, of 40 men of his company, 
-marched in line of single rank, 200 yards in advance oC, 
and covertoff the heads of the columns. The musquetry 
was formed m two colunms of single files, the regulars in 
front, and marched by files by the right of columns. One 
column on each side of the road, at 200 yards distance 
fi-om each other. One commanded by Major Morrison 
and the other by Major Yan Home, of the Ohio volunteers- 
The Cavalry under Captain Sloan, marched in the road, 
in column of double files by the right of column. The 
head of this column kept in line with the heads of the co- 
lumns of musquetry on the right a c guards 
were formed of riflemen, and march' i, headed 
by the officer commanding each, ] e column 
of musquetry and at the distance o n them. 
_ A rear guard marched at the dfsta Is in ihe 
rear of the foot of, and covering the columns of musquet- 
ly. The artillery moved in the road, in rear of the caval- 
ry^ and opposite the centre of the columns of musquetry, 
followed hy the ammunition wEiggons, the waggons con- 
taining entrenching tools, hospital stores, medicine chests, 
&c followed in succession. Colonel Miller marched at 
the head of the colunm of cavalry, accompanied by his 
aids, in the road and in a line with the heads of the co- 
lumns of musquetry. 

The method of fonning the line of battle from the order 
of march, was as follows : 

In case an attack was made in front, the advance guard 
was to stand till the columns of infantry and riflemen for- 
med in lines and marched upon it The two columns of 
infantry were to form two fines to the front ; the front 
division of each colunui were to form the first line, and 
the rear dividons the second hnfe, which brought the regu- 
lar troops into the first line. The two fines were to be 
Ibrined respectively on the centres of the divisions of Co- 
lumns which were to compose them. If the first line 
should require extending, the right and left devisions of 



the second line were to advance and form respectiTely on 
the ri£;ht and left flanks of the first line. If the first line 
shoula not require extending, the second line was to form a 
corps of reserve. The right and left ilank guards were to 
form respectively <mi the nght and left flanks of the front 
line. The artillery and cavalry were to move to that 
point by order of the commander in chief, which he should 
think proper to direct The rearguard was to protect 
the waggons and stores. If an attack should be made in 
rear, the columns were to {arm lines to the rear, and 
march upon the rear guard as upon the front and so of 
other corps. If an attack should be made on either flank, 
the whole were to halt and the columns face' to the ene- 
my ; and by so facing they would already be formed in 
ould form as before di- 

marched from the en- 
n the morning of the 9th. 
ite Settlement, which was 
roods. The country, from 
the river Rouge to Brownstown, is generally flat, and lies 
a little above the surface of the river Detroit Indian huts 
and fields are interspersed through the woods : at that time 
the fields were covered vrith com, which was grown to 7 
and 8 feet high. The first woods which the troops entered 
was about one mile and a half through. When the advance 
guard had arrived at the farther edge of this wood, the spies 
having advanced into the Indian opening, were fired upon 
by a party of about ten Indians, who were on horseback, and 
had concealed Uiemselves behind the house of the celebra- 
ted chief, Walk-in-the-water. The siMes fell back : a citi- 
zen from Detroit, who accompanied them, was killed, and 
fell from his horse. The guard under capt^ Snelling ad- 
vanced quickly towards me house, at sight of which, the 
Indians fled without receiving much injury from the guard, 
who fired upon them as they were uncovered by the house, 
bearii^ awsy as a trophy, the citizen's scalp whom 
they had shot. The &cility with which the scalp was 
taken, Was astonishing. There appeared not to have 
"been time for the faidiaato have reauied the spot where 



the man fell, before the guard arrived upon the same spot, 
when the scalp had been taken off, and the Indian ned. 
When the firing was heard by the columns, the order was 
given by Colonel Miller to " form the line of battle," which 
soon ran through the detachment, and was executed 
promptly ; but as the Indians had fled, the iiring ceased, 
and ail was silent for a few moments. The spies were a- 
gain sent forward, but soon returned, and reported that 
no enemy coidd be discoTcred. The tro(^ were again 
formed in the order of march and moved forward as before. 
The firmness with which Colonel MiUer conducted during 
this alarm, end his presence of mind, gave the army fresh 
courage, and increased their confidence in their comman- 
der : as also, the promptQess and order with which the line 
of battle was formed, gave him reciprocal confidence in his 
troops ; for every one- believ< ! met 

them in force. This happeni i. M. 

The march was continued unt rther 

interruption. Some fiyiqg Ii i now 

and then, who had been sent vatch 

the movements of the Americ Lation 

of their approach towards Brownslown; where the ene- 
my« as appeared Eifterwards, then lay in ambush to receive 
them. He had crossed over from Maiden, and taken that 
position, on the night of the 7th, the same time the Ameri- 
can detachment crossed from Sandwich to Detroit ; which 
clearly proved that he had intelligence of the movement 
and object of Colonel Miller : for all the Indians, and their 
flHte*,had recrossed to Maiden, after the defeat of Major 
Van Home, to celebrate the victory and present the 
American scalps to the commanding officer of that fort 
The position which the enemy had chosen, lay in an open 
OEik wood, just at the decUvity of a rising ground, over 
which the Americans had to pass. He nad thrown up 
breastworks of trees, logs, &:c. behind i^hich he lay con- , 
cealed in force, and in order of battle. His works were 
thrown up in form of a courline with two flanks. The 
Ime of the eourtine lay across the road arid perpendicu- 
larly to it The banks formed an uigja with the eourtine 
ofabout 120. The eourtine was lioea with British regu- 
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lar troops, two deep, of the 4l8t regiment of foot, under 
the cbimnand of Major Muer, of that redment, who had 
long been in command at Maiden. The lank <^ the cour- 
tine, on the enemy's right, and American left, was lined 
with Canadian militia and Indians, commanded hy Walk- 
in-the-water and Marpot This line was flanked bj the 
river Detroit Most of the militia were dressed and ^n- 
ted like their " brethren in anns,^ the savages. , The 
left flank of the courdne was lined entirely by savages, un- 
der the command of the celebrated Indian warrior Tecum- 
seh, of the Shawaooese nation. The nimiber of the Brit- 
ish regulars Emd mihtia amounted to about 300 : about 
200 regulars. The Indians amounted to 450 ; making 
the enemy's force about 750 men 

ofthe enemy were entirely 
nd to the army, at this time. 
le detachment arrived at a 
:d 4 or 5 Indian houses, gar- 
my .halted to take some re- 
man who had been killed ; 
lur. The village was desert- 
uses of consequence. 
'I'he marcb was agam resumed at I o'clock P. M. and 
conlinued without mterruption. The troops marched 
over the ground on which Major Van Home had been de- 
feated four days before ; and passed the dead bodies of 
several ofthe slain, and some dead horses. The body of 
captain M'Cullock lay under an Indian bark. The co- 
lumns having arrived at the oak woods near Brownstow n, 
at half past three, some guns were heard a-head by them. 
In a few seconds a volley was heard from captain Soellingt 
advance guard, and another instantly returned from a 
. great number of pieces. The troops, by this time com- 
pletely awake, were ordered to halt Cfolonel Miller rode 
towards the centre atiiill speed, halted, and with a firm 
voice, ordered the columns to " form the line of battle,** 
which was executed with that order, promptness and zeal* 
which he had expected : after the first voUies, the firing be- 
came incessant in front Captain Snelling stood his ground 
till the lines were formed, and moved to his relief. He. 



stood within pistol shot of the enemy*s breastworks, in a 
shower ofballs from the regulai* troops in his front, who 
shewed themselves after the first fire, and set up the Id' 
dian yell. When the first line appeared before the breast- 
work, they received the fire of the whole front and a part 
of the flanks : at this instant Colonel Miller discovered 
that the enemy outflanked him, when the second line and 
flank guards were brought upon the flanks of the front 
hne, and extended to meet the whole hne of the enemy. 
The savi^es, in unison with the British troops, set up a 
horrid yeU, and a severe conflict ensued. The incessant 
firing in the centre ran diverging to the flanks : from the 
cracking of individual pieces, it changed to alternate vol- 
lies; and at length to one continued sound : and, while 
every thing seemed hushed am 
dischai^ of the six pounder 
Americans stood l^^At this i; 
thrown from his horse which t< 
of the siMiUery ; he was suppo 

him flew to his aid. The savai ^ 

over the breastwork to take his scalp, but were driven 
back. Colonel Miller instantly remounted and returned 
to continue his orders. The fire from the Indians who 
were screened by their breastworks, was deadly. The 
soldiers saw the advantage it gave them, and Colonel Mil- 
ler, throwing his eye along the line, discovered one or 
two, edging to place themselves behind a tree. He saw 
the instant must be improved, and ordered " charge !" 
which instantly ran through the line : the men whom he 
saw edging, with every other, brought down their pieces, 
struck up a huzza ! and marched directly into the breast- 
works. The effect of the grape from the six-pounder, 
and the approach of thelaayonet, caused the Bntish line 
to yield, and then to break, and the troops fled in disor- 
der ! at nearly the same instant the Indians and militia 
on their right flank, being charged in their work, by the 
Michigan legion, under Captain De Cant, and a part of 
the Ohio riflemen, turning this flank by the nver, fled in 
confusion. Tecumseh, on the enemy s left flank, stood 
longeE ; some of the Indians under his comnmnd* near the 



extremity of the line, had jumped oTer the breast-workf, 
in the full assurance of victory : they were driven back, 
hy the point of the bayonet. Tecumseh endeavoured to 
outflanK the American Une, and turn their right ; but from 
the skill and gallantry of the officers, and nnnness of the 
men on tliat flank, he was foiled in every attempt, and 
was finally forced to fall back, and take new positions, and 
fie^t on the retreat. The British and Indians on their 
right flank, fled directly down the river, and were pursued 
by Colonel Miller, with that part of his troops which had 
opposed them ; and Tecumseh, with his Indians, fled di- 
rectly from the river, westwardly, into the wilderness, and 
were pursued by th^tpart of the troops which had oppo- 
sed them, DvertakinK tnem who were wounded, and otner- 

ated about one mile, they 
half a mite in diameter ; 
gain, but on the precipitate 
7 again broke and fled into 
ley were pursued to the 
edge of these woods, when Colonel Miller received infor- 
mation from Major Van Home, whom he had left in com- 
maod of the right flank, that Tecumseh had retreated 
westwardly, that he successively took new positions with 
his Indians, that they were still fighting, and that it was 
still doubtful how the conflict would finally tenninate In 
that quarter. On the receipt of this information. Colonel 
Miller ordered the troops under his immediate command, 
to bait, and form the line. He informed the ofiicere, that 
it wbuld not do to pursue the 'enemy any farther, until he 
had heard again from the right flant. That as Te- 
cumseh had retreated in another direction, the army was 
now divided, and the two divisions, already out of hearing 
of each other's muscjuetry. That if Tecumseh was likely 
to overpower that division, he must send back a reinforce- 
ment to their relief, or the Indians would otherwise im- 
mediately advance upon the field of battle, and massacre 
the wounded, destroy the rear guard, and take the 
ammunition and stores; and finally fsill upon his rear. 
Information was at length brought that Tecumseh. had 
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finallj fled, and that the troops were returaing to joio 
that division as soon aa poBsible. 

Colonel Miller immediately ordered the troops to 
inarch iu iurther pursuit of the British. They entered 
the woods, and the cavalry moved a-head at full spee<}. 
When they arrived through these woods, which was a- 
bout half a mile, they came upon tlie beach of Lake Erie, 
and discovered the enemy all in boats, steering to- 
wards Maiden, and out of reach of their shot They had 
concealed their boats at this point, when they came over, 
for this purpose, if they should be defeated. This circum- 
stance however could not hare been known to Colonel 
Miller before. He now ordered the troops to return upon 
the field from whence they had last marched, which was 
done ; and on their arrival, they were joined bj[_the other 
division which had returned fn ' " li 

and his Indians. 

The cause is now shewn, wl y 

understood heretofore, why th >- 

tured, when they had been so 

The troops were then formi d 

of battle ; when Colonel Milli i- 

tre, and addressed them in the following words : 

** My brave fellows ! you have done well ! every man 
has done his duty. I ^ve you my hearty thanks for your 
conduct on this day ; you have- gained my highest es- 



teem ; you have gamed fresh honor to yourselves, and to 
the American arms: your fellow soldiers In aitns will 
love you, and your country will reward you. You will re- 
turn to the field of battle to collect those who have glo- 
riously fallen ; your friendly attentions to your wounded 
companions is required." After which, detachments were 
sent out with waggons, to search the woods, and collect all 
the wounded and dead, and to bring them to the ground 
then occupied by the troops. After this was completed, 
all the Indian houses were prepared, amounting to 3 or 4, 
and the wounded moved into them, as it b^an to r^n, and 
the surgeons were industriously employ^ with them, du- 
ring the whole night The troops then encamped in or- 
der of battle, about dusk, on the bank of the river, fronting 
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the woods, forming three sides, of a paratlelogram, the 
river forming the other side. 

The time from the attack on the van guard, to the time 
of forming the line on the Indian fields, after the pursuit 
was finally ended, was two and a half hours. During this 
sharp coimict, the conduct of each individual, officer ai^d 
soldier, was so uniformlj and strictly military, that the 
conmiander was scarcely able to make distinctions in his 
brief and modest official report to General Hull. The 
{^ysical powers of almost every man, were called to action, 
and severely tried. The names of some officers only, will 
be mentioned, whose conduct was, from concommitant ci)> 
cumstances, most deeply impressed on the mind of the 
writer. In doing this, nowever, he wishes to be distinctly 
understood, that the conduct of many others, was equally 
meritorious. . As he writes entirely from recollection, the 
impossibility at this time, of giving the tiames, and much 
more, the actions of every individual, will readily be con- 
ceived. Major Van Home, who had the mortification to 
i)e defeated on nearly the same ground, on the 5th, had 
sought and obtained a command under Colonel Miller* 
He behaved during the whole action, in a gallant and sol- 
dierly manner. Major Morrison, of the Ohio volunteers, 
also obtained a command in the detachment, of whose me- 
ritorious conduct, Colonel Miller always spoke with the 
greatest warmth of feeling ; his horse was shot under him 
at nearly the same time Colonel Milter was dismounted^ 
being at that moment near together. Lieutenant Johnson, 
of the Michigan dragoons, (a small number of which corps, 
ibrmed a part of the cavalry,) behaved in a most gallant 
manner— -he had his horse shot under him. At the mo- 
ment the charge was ordered, being near Colonel Miller, 
he discovered one of his men shrink from the attack, at 
which he presented his pistol to his breast, and was on 
the point^of blowing him through, when Colonel Miller 
desired him not to kill him, as ne considered the battle 
was going in their favor. Captain De Cant, and his En- 
sign M^Comb, of the Michigan legion, behaved in a man- 
Dcr, which would have done honor to veterans, particular- 
ly^ when char^g the Indians in their works, on the river 
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flank ; Captain De Cant was die first man, who jumped 
the breast work at that point, thereby encouragii^g his 
men to follow him. Captain Brown, of the Ohio volun- 
teers, who was on the flank opposed to Tecumseh^ with 
his company, fought hard and stubborn ! his conduct was 
admired by Colonel Miller — as was the conduct of all the 
volunteers, both officers and men on that flank. Captain 
Daniel Baker, of the first regiment U. S. Infantry, had re- 
quested and obtained a command ; he was on the flank 
opposed to the Indians under Tecumseh. His gallantry, 
and the effect of his experience, contributed ]greatly to 
the foiling of Tecumseh, in his manceuyreing to turn that 
flank of the American line. He was shot through the 
thigh, in the warmest part of the engagement, but did 
pot quit his command, till the enemy finally fled, nor the 
ground until the wounded were all brougnt off. lieu- 
tenant Eastman, with the six pounder, did good pxecution, 
and contributed greatly to the defeat of the British troops. 
The fourth regiment behaved generally in that chiiw- 
rous manner, which ought to render the individuals then 
composing it, the objects of their country's warmest ^^ 
kctions djid unceasing patranag6. 

These sentiments, it is believed, must be acknowledge! 
by all those who are acquainted with their conduct, fa- 
< tigues and hardships, dunng this, and the preceding cam- 
paign on the Wabash. They had been for eighteen 
months, almost continually traversing those wild regiona 
of the north west, where perils and dangers awaited Qiem 
through every succeeding day and night, where they were 
necessarily deprived of almost all the enjoyments and 
comforts of fife, and during isome portion of the time, 
of the necessary means of subsistence. They had march-^ 
ed during successive weeks, in mud and water, and du-« 
ring successive days, without having dried their feet. 
Tho^ had now fought during this time, two of the sever- 
est battles that had ever been fought under the govern- 
ment of the United States, larger numbers had been en- 
gaged, but an equal number had never fought more des- 
perate. These battles were a^ much more penlotts than 
usual, as the enemy wer^ more terrible; capture was 
massacre, and defeat was anmhilation. 
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The conduct of Cotonel Miller, it is believed, will be 
correctly appreciated from the foregoing narrative of 
facts, by his countrymen. Encomium would be insipid. 
Captain Snelling, of the advance guard, behaved in that 
heroic manner that can never be excelled : of his com- 
mand of forty men, more than twenty were killed and 
wounded. In the retreat of the enemy, he pursued on 
horseback (the remnant of his guard faHing into the line,) 
bare-headed, having lost his hat in the engagement It is 
belieted it was shot away. Captains Fuller and Burton ; 
Lieutenants Peters, Hawkins, Way, Eastman, Ager, Peck- 
ham and Larabee, of the fourth, all conducted in the most 
gallant manner; as also did Captain Whistler, junior; 
Lieutenant Stansbury, Ensigns Whistler, M'Cabe, Cibley 
and Phillips, of the first U. S. regiment of infantry, who 
^erred in the fourth on that tour. 

Lieutenant Peters was wounded in the early part of the 
engagement, having been shot through the leg, the same, 
and a little below that, which had been shot through at the 
btttle of Tippacanoe : Ensign Whistler was also wounded. 
Capt Brenvort, aid to Col. Miller, behaved with that cool 
and daring intrepidity, which gained him the admiration 
of the army. Captain Hull was active, and very useful 
in carrying the orders of Colonel Miller. Lientenant 
Charles Larabee of the fourth, was also wounded ; he 
was shot through the left arm, a little below the shoulder, 
the bone of which was broken and split, and which was 
amputated a few days afterwards. On his falling to the 
rear, which he was persuaded to do, he found the officer 
and squad with the howitzer in difficulty. The position 
of tlus piece on the march, being in rear of the six 
pounder, and its ammunition waggon, and considerably in 
the rear of the centre of the columns, when the attack 
was made in front, it had not ascended the rising ground 
on which the lines formed. The enemy not being seen 
from that position, and their situation, and the nature of 
the attack, being unknown ; the piece was unlimbered and 
prepared for action, and awaited the orders of the com- 
mander in chief, agreeably to his instructions. Orders 
goon came by an aid, Captain Hull, to advance the piece 
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to the front, inline mth tlieinfantty ; in conseq^ueniie of har« 
ing to ascend the rising ground, the soil being soft, and 
th^ road somewhat obstructed by logs and roots, it was 
necessary again to limber the piece, in order to advtnce h 
to its intended position. At this moment, the horses be- 
ing frightened by the firing, grew frantic and unmanage- 
able, and in endeavouring to bring the limbers to the piece, 
they were run against a tree, and so twisted around it as 
to break them down- They were thrown aside, and an 
attempt made to advance the piece to the front by the 
men, with their drag ropes. In consequence of the ob- 
structions before mentioned, the men with all their exer- 
tions, were able to advance it but slowly up the nsing 
ground, with the officet at the drag ropes. In this situa- 
tion, tugging up the hill. Lieutenant Larabee met 'them, 
when he saw their trouble, forgetting that he was hurt, 
he sprang to the piece, clinched the drag rope with his 
right hand, and with the greatest enthusiasm of feeling 
and language, he assisted in bringing the piece to the front, 
with his left arm swinging from its shattered point, when 
he again returned to the rear. This misfortune of the 
howitzer, deprived Colonel Miller of its use, during the 
time the British troops stood their ground. It could not 
be brought iii front oi the line so as to fire on the enemy, 
without injuring the Americans, till the moment the ene- 
my's line broke as there was but ten men attached to it. 
Tnat number being its complement in action only, could 
not advance it, under those circumstances, in time. The 
conduct of the officer commanding the piece, however, 
was applauded, and his misfortune solaced by Colonel 
Miller. In this action eighteen Americans were killed, 
and sixty three wounded, making in killed and wounded, 
eighty one ; about one man in seven who were engaged : 
not one man was captured. The loss of the enemy wa$ 
ascertained to be, of Indians killed and wounded, one hun- 
dred and t;wo, more than one half of that number were 
left dead on the field, and believed to be from the best 
information, of whites, fifty eight, total, one hundred and 
sixty : a few whites were taken prisoners- The British 
hadf brought over horses and sleds to carry off their kil- 
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led and wounded, and consequently they were mostly ta- 
ken to Maiden. The writer believes the. at>oye stated 
number of killed and wounded, of the white enemy, to be 
too small, as he saw in the hospitals at Maiden, a few 
weeks afterwards, while a prisoner of war, and on his way 
to Quebec, a great number of convalescent men: many had 
died : among whom were one or two officers of the 4l8t« 
regiment He also ascertained that Major Muer, Te- 
cumseh, Blue Jacket, and other commanders, were woun- 
ded. 

Some time in the evening of the ninth, Captain Max- 
well returned with his spies, having been sent forward to 
the village of Brownstown, and reported, that the village 
was abandoned, and that no enemy could be discovered. 
Early next momine, August 10th, detachments were sent 
out by Colonel MilTer, to scour the woods in search of 
one man who was ascertained to be still missing ; he was, 
however, found dead. While the men were ranging over 
the woods, one of them was shot dead. A smoke of a 
piece was discovered at a distance, rising from the ground, 
oy the party — ^they approached the spot, and beheld an 
Indian l^ing on the ground wounded, and unable to stand—r- 
one arm and one leg were broken — he had lain there du- 
ring the night, by his piece, which was loaded when he fell. 
The cool deliberation with which he died, proved the na- 
tive fortitude of the savage to meet deatn when resis- 
tance is useless. Unwilling to endure his pains longer, 
and die by degrees, he determined to die by the hand of 
his enemies, and to sell his life to them, as dear as possi- 
ble. H^ summoned together the little strength which 
remained, and so steadily levelled his rifle at the approach- 
ing American, as to put the ball through his heart. 

A singular occurrence happened also, as to the death 
of an Inaian, who was killed the day before during the 
battle, apd near the close of it :— An officer of the fourth re- 
gimi^nt had observed two or three balls strike close to him, 
and apparently from a quarter where no enemy could be 
discovered, he told one of his men to search for the Indian 
whom he supposed concealed, and on watching for the 
dischairge, he discovered it to bq overhead-— he looked 
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into the top of a* tree, and saw an Indian loading his ri- 
fle ; he tooK a position to fire at the savs^e, who discovered 
it, and made ready to fire at the soldier, but the soldier 
being a little too quick for him, put a ball through him, 
and he came tumbling down from the tree like a bear. 

The dead being all collected, on the tenth, about 10 
o'clock A. M. were buried under an Indian house, in one 
grave, and the house burned down, to conceal from the 
savages the spot where they lay. 

At sun rise the march was resumed, and at 12 o'clock 
on the 12th of August, the detachment re-entered the 
town of Detroit, covered with mud, from foot to head, 
their clothes not having been dried in two and a half days. 
The sun now cheered them with its influence, they march- 
ed thrqugh the street to the encampment, to the tune of 
the soldier's return, and closed with yankee doodle. 
They were met by their brother soldiers and citizens, 
with all that sympathy and heart felt joy, which, consti- 
tutes the soldier's reward, for his hard earned victory. 



SURRENDER OF HULL'S ARMY. 

Head Quarter s^ Detroit August 16, 1812. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

It is with pain and anxiety, that Brig. General Hull 
announces totiie North West Array, that he has been 
compelled from a sense of duty, to agree to the follow- 
ing articles of Capitulation. ^^^^ 

Camp at Detroit, Aug. 16, 1812. 

Capitulation for the surrender of Fort Detroit, en- 
tered into between Major General Brocks commanding 
His Britannic Majesty's forces, on the one part, and 
Brig. Gen. Hull, commanding the N. Western Army 
of the United States, on the other part'. 

Irf. Fort Detroit, with all the troops, regulars as well 
as militia, will be immediately . surrendered to the 
British forces under the command of Major Gen* 

D 
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«ral Brock, and will be considered as prisoners oi 
war, with the exception of such of the militia of Mi- 
chigan Territory who have not joined the army. 

2nd. All the public stores, arms, and all public do* 
cumcnts, including every thing of a public nature, 
will be immediately given up. 

3d. Private persons and property of every descrip- 
tion, will be respected. 

4th. His Excellency Brig. General Hull, having ex- 
pressed a desire that a detachment from the state of 
Ohio, on its way to join his army, as well as one sent 
from Fort Detroit, under the command of Colonel 
M' Arthur, should be included in the above csqpitula- 
tion, it is accordingly agreed to ; it is however to be 
understood, that such |)art of the Ohio Militia, as have 
not joined the army, will be permitted to return to 
their homes, on condition that they will not serve du- 
ring the War ; their arms, however, will be delivered 
up, if belonging to the public. • 

5th. The garrison will march out at the hour of 12 
o'clock this day, and the British forced will take im- 
mediate poisession of the fort. 

J, M'DONISL, Lt. CoL MiKtia, P. A. D. C. 
J. B, GLEGG, VLsjor, A. D. D. 
J AS. MILLER, Lt. Col. 5th V. 8. Infantry. 
E. BRUSH, Cal. Ist Regt. Michigan Militia. 

Approved. 

W. HULL, Brig. Gen. Comdg. U. 8. Army. 
ISAAC BROCK, Major General. 

OFFICIAL. 

From General Brock to Sir George Prevost— dated 

Detroit, 16 August, 1812. 

Sir, I hasten to apprise your Excellency of the cap- 
ture of this very important post ; 2500 troops have 
this day surrendered prisoners of war, and about 25 
pieces of ordnance have been taken without the sacri- 
fice of a drop of British blood. I had not more than 
700 troops including militia, and about 600 Indians^ to 
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Mcomplish thisseiTice. When I Aiail my good far- 
tune, your Excellency mU he etstanished. 

ISAAC BROCK, Major GeoeraL 
To His Ex. Lieut Gen. Sir GEO. PRE VOST. 



CAPTURE OF THE SLOOP OF WAR ALERT. 

.C§pif of a letter received ai Ae Naufy Depmrtmeni^ frem Captam Per" 
ier^cfthe UnUed States VrigaU Eesexy rf32 Quna. 

AtSea, Aaguitn, 1812. 

Sir, I have the boner to inform you that upon tlie 
13th, bis B. M. sloop of war Alert, Captain T. L. P. 
Laugbarne, ran down on our weather quarter, gave 
three cheers and conunenced an action, (If so iiifling 
a skirmish deserves the name^) and after eight minutes' 
firing, struck her colours with 7 feet water in her hold, 
ffnuch cut to pieces, and 3 men wounded. 

i need not inform that the officers and crew of the 
Essex, behaved as I trust all Americans will in such 
cases, and it is only to be 'regretted that so much zeal 
and activity could not have been displayed on an oc- 
casion that would have done them more honor; the 
Essex has not received the slightest injury. The Alert 
was out for the purpose of taking" the Hornet ! 
I have the honor, &c, 

Hon. p. HAMILTON. D. PORTER. 



CAPTURE OP THE GUERRIER. 

UnUedSiates Frigate Camtitutiim. 

off Bosian Light, August dOIJk. 1812. 

Sir, I have the honor to inform you, that on the 1 9th 
inst. at 2 P. M. bein^ in lat. 41, 42, and long. 55, 
48, with the Constitution under my conmiand, a sail 
was discovered from the mast head, bearing E. by S. 
or S. S. £. but at such a distance we could not tell 
what she was ; all sail was made in chase, and 9ooq 



28 

found we come up with her ; at 3, P. *M. could plainly 
see that she was a ship, on the starboard tack, under easy 
sail, close on a wind ; at half past 3, P. M. made her out 
to be at frigate ; continued the chase until we were with- 
in about 3 miles, when I ordered the light sails taken in, 
the courses hauled up, and the ship cleared for action ; 
at this time the chase had backed her main-top-sail wait- 
ing for us to. come down. As soon as the Constitution 
was ready for action, I bore down with an intention to. 
bring her to close action immediately ; but on our 
coming within gun shot, she gave us a broad^jde and 
filled away, and wore, and giving us a broadside on 
the other tack, but without effect ; her shot fell short. 
She continued wearing and manoeuvring for about three 
quarters of an hour, to get a raking position, but find- 
ing she could not, she bore up and ran under her topsails 
and jib with the wind on the quarter^ I 'immediately 
made sail to bring the ship up with her, and at 5 mi- 
nutes before 6 P. M. being along side within half pistol 
shot, we commenced a heavy fire from all our guns, 
double shotted with round and grape, and so well di* 
rected were they, aAd so watmly kept up, that in 1 5 
minutes her mizen mast went by the board, and her 
main yard in the slings, and the hull rigging * and sails 
very much torn to pieces ; the fire was kept up with 
equal warmth for 1 5 minutes longer, when her main 
mast went, taking with it every spar except the bow- 
sprit ; on seeing this, we ce&sed firing, so that in thirty 
minutes J after we got fairly alongside the enemy, she sur- 
rendered, and had not a spar standing, and her hull be- 
low and above water so shattered, that a few more 
broadsides must have carried her down. 

After informing yoii that so fine a ship as the Guer- 
rier, commanded by an able and experienced ofiScer, 
had been totally dismasted, and otherwise cut to pieces, 
so as to make her not worth towing into port, in the 
short space of thirty minutes, you can have no doubt 
of the gallantry and good conduct of the officers and 
ship's company, I have the honor to command ; it only 
remains therefore for me to assure you that they all 
fought with great bravery ; and it gives me great plea- 
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sure to say, that from tbe smallest boy in the ship» to 
the oldest seaman, not a look of- fear was seen; they 
all went into action giving three cheers, and requesting 
to be laid close along side the enemy. Enclosed 1 
have tbe honor to send you a list of the killed and 
wounded on board the Constitution, and a report of the 
damages she has sustained, also a list of killed and 
wounded on board the enemy, with his quarter bilL 
I have the honor, &c. 

ISAAC HULL. 

Return of killed^and wounded on board the United 
States Frigate Constitution, Isaac Hull, Esq. Captain, 
in tbe action with his B« M. S. Guerrier, Jas. U. Dacres, 
Esq. Capt. on the 19th Aug, 1812. 

Killed — ^Lieut. W. S. Brush, apd 6 seamen, 7 

FFownrferf— iLieut Ch. Mbrris, and 6 seamen, 7 

Total TcUled and tvounded, 1 4 

List of the killed and wounded on beard the Guerrier. 

^ Killed — Lieut. Ready and 38 others *39 

Wounded — Capt. Dacres and 60 others 61 

Total killed and wounded in the Chaenitr. 100 ^ 

L HULL, Capt. 
L J. CHE W, Purser. 

N0le. — The following Cfaalleoge was written on Uie face of the 
John Adam's register, a few days prerious to the abore action ; — 

'^ The Guerrier, 44 guns, 300 men, will be happy to see the Presi- 
dent, Commodore Rodgers, outside the*Hook, or any other large 
Frigate, to have a sociable tete-a-tete.^ 



ATTACK ON FORT HARRISON. 

JjOterfram Z. TMfUtr^ eonmandi$tg F&ri HmrrUon^ (In. Terrkorjfy) 

to Qener^ Harrison^ 

Dated, Fort RniriBW Sepftmnber lOtili, 1612. 

Sir, On Thursday evening, the 3d inst. after retreat 
beatiDg, four guns were heard to fire in the direction 
where two young men (citizens who resided here,) 
were making hay> about 400 yards distant from the 
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fbrt ; t was immediately impressed with an idea that 
they were killed by the Indians, as the Miamies or 
Waes bad that day informed me, that the Prophet's 
party would soon be here, for thq purpose of commen- 
cing hostilities ; and that they bad been directed to 
leave this place, which they were about to do. I did 
not think it prudent to send out at that late hour of 
the night to see what become of them ; and their not 
coming in, convinced me that I was right in my conjec- 
ture ; I waited until 8 o'clock next morning, when I 
sent out a corporal, with a small party, to find them, if 
it could be done without running tdo much risque of 
beinjT drawn into an ambuscade ; he soon sent back 
to inform me that he had found them both killed, and 
wished to know my further orders ; I sent the cart and 
oxen, and had them brought in and buried; they had been 
each sliot with two balls, scalped and cut in the most 
shocking manner. Late in the evening of the 4th inst. 
Joseph Lenar, and between 30 and 40 Indians, arrived 
from Prophet's town with a white flag, among whom 
were about 1 women, and the men were composed oT 
chiefs of the difierent tribes that compose the Prophet's 
party. 

A Shawone man, that spoke good English, informed 
me that old Lenar intended to speak to me next mor- 
ning, and try to get something to eat ; at retreat beat- 
ing, I examined the men's arms,, and found them all in 
good order, and completed their cartridges.to 16 rounds 
per man — as I had not been able to mount a guard of 
more than 6 privates and two non-commissioned offi- 
cers, for some time past, and sometimes part of them 
every other day, from the unhealthiness of the com- 
pany, I had not conceived my force adequate to the 
defence of this 'post, should it be vigourously attack- 
ed, for some time past ; as I had just recovered from 
a very severe attack of the feter, 1 was not able to be 
up much through the night — ^after taptoo, I cautioned 
the guards to w^ vigilant, and ordered one of the non- 
commissioned officers, (as the centinels could not see 
every part of the garrison,) to walk around the inside, 
during the whole night, to prevent the Indians taking 



31 

any advantage of us, ^provided they had any intention 
of attacking us. About eleren o'clock I was awakened 
by the firing of the centinels ; I sprang up, ran out 
and ordered the men to their posts, when my orderly 
Serjeant, who had charge of the block-house, called out 
that the Indians had fired the lower block-house, 
which contained the property of the contractor^ which 
was deposited in the lower part, the upper having been 
assigned to a corporal and 10 privates, as an alarm 
post ; the guns had besan to fire pretty smartly from 
both sides — I directed the buckets to be got ready, and 
water brought from the well, and the fire extin|;uished 
immediately, as it was hardly perceivable at that time ; 
but fi-om debility,, or some other cause, the men were 
very slow in executing my orders, the word appeared 
to throw them all into confusion ; and by the time 
they had got the water, and broke open the door, the 
fire had communicated to {| quantity of whiskey ; 
and in spite of ev^ry exertion we could make 
use of, in less than a moment, it ascended to the 
roof, and bafiled every efibrt we Qould make to extin- 
guish it. As that block-house adjoined the barracks 
tnat make part of the fortifications, most of the men 
immediately ^ve themselves up for lost, and I had 
the greatest difiiculty in getting any of my orders ex- 
ecuted, and sir, from the raging of the fire, the yelling 
and howling of several hundred Indians, the cries of 9^ 
women and children who had taken shelter in the fort, 
and the desponding of so many of the men, (which was 
worse than all,) I can assure you, that my feelings were 
unpleasant, indeed there were not more than 10 or 15 
men able to do a great deal, the others being either sick 
or convalescent, and to. add to our misfortunes, two of 
the stoutest men of the fort, and that I had every con- 
fidence in, jumped the picket and left us. But my pre- 
sence of mind did not for a moment forsake me ; I 
-saw by throwing off* part of the roof that joined the 
block-house that was on fire, and keeping the end per- 
fectly wet, the whole row of buildings might be saved, 
and leave only an entrance of 1 8 or 20 feet for tlie In- 
dians to enter after the house was consumed ; and that 
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a temporary breast-work might be erected, to prerent 
even their entering there, i convinced the men that 
this could be accomplished, and it appeared to inspire 
them with new life, and never did men act with more 
firmness or desperation ; those that were able, (while 
the others kept up a fire from the other block-house and 
the two bastions,) mounted the roofs of the houses, with 
Doctor Clarke, at their head (who acted with the great* 
est firmness and presence of mind, the whole time the 
attack lasted, which was eight houre under a riiower of 
bullets,) and in a moment threw ofi" as much of the 
roof as was necessary, this was done with the loss, of one 
man only, and two wounded, neither of tbem danger- 
ously, the man that was killed was . a little deranged, 
and did not get ofi'the house as soon as directed, or he 
would not have been hurt ; and altho' the barracks 
were several times in a blaze, the men used such exer- 
tions, that they kept it under; and before day light, rai- 
sed a temporary breastwork as high as a man's head, 
•Hho' the Indians continued to pour in a heavy fire of 
ball, and an innumerable quantity of arrows, during the 
whole time the attack lasted, in every part of the pa- 
rade. 

I had but one other man killed, nor any other wound- 
ed inside the fort, and he lost his life by being too 
anxious ; he got into one of the gallies in the bastions 
and fired over the pickets, and called to his comrades 
that he had killed an Indian, and neglecting to stoop 
down, in an instant he was shot dead ; one of the men 
that jumped the picket, returned an hour before day, 
and running towards the gate, begged for God's sake it 
might be opened ; I suspected it to be a stratagem of 
the Indians to get in ; as I did not recollect the voice, I 
directed the men in the bastion where I happened to be, 
to shoot him, let him be who he would, and one of them 
fired at him, but fortunately he ran up to the other 
bastion, where they knew his voice, and Doctor Clarke 
directed him to lie down close . to the pickets behind 
an empty barrel that happened to be there, and at day- 
light I had him let in ; his arm was broke in a most 
shocking manner, whidh he says was done by the In- 
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dians, and which I suppose was the cause of hk returniog. 
The other man, tl ley caught about 120 yards from the 
garrisQp, and cut him all to pieces. After keeping up a 
constant fire, until about six o'clock the next morning, 
which we began to return with some efiect, after day, 
light, they removed out of the reach of our guns ;*a 
parly of them drove up the horses that belonged to the 
citizens here, and as they could not catch them very 
readily, shot the whole of them, in our sight, as well 
as a number of their hogs ; they drove ojBf the whole of 
the cattle, which amounted to 65 head, with the public 
oxen. I had the vacancy filled up before night, (which 
was occasioned by the burning the block-house,) with 
a strong row of pickets, which I got by pulling down 
the guard house. We lost the whole of our provisions, 
but must make out to live upon green corn until we 
can get a siij>ply, which I hope will not be , long. I 
believe the whple of the Miamies or Waes, were with 
the prophet's party, a^ one chief gave his orders in that 
language, which resembled Stone-eater's voice, and I 
believe Negro^egs, was there likewise ; a Frenchman 
here understands their difierent languages, and several 
of the Waes that have been frequently here, were re- 
cognized by the soldiers next morning ; the Indians 
su&red smartly, but were so numerous as to take off 
all tlfat were shot ; they continued with us until the next 
morning, but made no further attempt on the fort, nor 
have we seen any thing more of them since. 
His Ex. Gov. Harrison. Z. TAYLOR. 

(Captain Taylor received a Majority for his bravery 
in the above affair.) 



BATTLE OF QUEENSTOWN. 

Coptf-iffa letter Jram Maj0r General Van RanstUaer^ cftiu New-Yofi 
mUttia^ to Major General Henry Dearborn^ transmitted hy the Ut- 
ter ^ to the Department of War, 

Head Quarters, Lewistown, October )4, 1812. 

Sir, — As the movements of the army under my com- 
mand, since I had last the honor to address you^ on the 

E 
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8th inst. Lave been of a rery important character^ pro- 
ducing consequences serious to many indiyiduals ; es^ 
tablishing facts actually connected with the interest 
of the service, and the safety of the army ; and as I 
stand prominently responsible for some of these con* 
sequences, I beg leave to explain to you sir^ and 
through you, to my country, the situation and circum- 
stances, and the reasons and motives which governed 
me ; and if the result is not all that might have been 
wished, it is such, that when the whole ground shall be re- 
viewed, I shall cheerfully submit myself to the judg- 
ment of my country. 

In my letter of the 8th inst. I apprized you, that k 
crisis in this campaign was rapidly advancing, and that 
(to repeat the same words,) '^ the blow must be 
soon struck, or all the toil and expence of the cam- 
paign go for nothing ; and worse than nothing, for the 
whole will be tinged with dishonor.''. . 

Under such impressions 1 had, on the dth inst. written 
to Brig. Gen. Smyth, of the U. States forces, request- 
ing an interview with him^ Major Gen. Hall, and the 
commandants of the U. States regiments, for the pur- 
pose of conferring upon the subject of future opera- 
tions. 

I wrote Major Gen. Hall, to the same purport ; on 
the 11th. I had received no answer from Gen. Snayth ; 
but in a note to me of the 10th. Gen. Hall mentioned 
that Gen. Smyth had not then agreed upon any day 
for the consultation. 

In the mean time, the partial success of Lieut. Elliott, 
at Black Rock, (of which, however, I have received no 
official information) began to excite a strong dispofi- 
tion in the troops to act ; thb was expressed to me 
through various channels in the shape of an aUemaiive ; 
that they must have orders to act ; or at all hazards ttey 
would go homt. I forbear commenting here upon the 
obvious consequences to me, personally, ot longer 
withholding my orders under sucn circumstancea. 

I had a conference with , as to the possi- 

bility of letting some person to pass over to Canadbi, 
and obfaua correct infonnation. On the monupg of the 



35 

4th. he wrote to me that he had procured the man who 
bore his letter to go over ; instructions were given 
him, he passed over, obtained such information as war- 
ranted an immediate attack. This was confidentially 
communicated to several of my first officers, and pro* 
duced great zeal to act ; more especially, as it mij?ht 
have a controlling effect upon the movements at JDe- 
troit, where it was supposed General Brock was gone, 
with all the force he dared spare from the Niagara 
frontier ; the best preparations in my power were 
therefore made, to dislodge the enemy, from the heights 
of Clueenstown, and possess ourselves of the village,, 
where the troops might be sheltered from the distress- 
ing inclemency of the weather. — Lieut Col. Fenwipk's 
jflymg artillery, and a detachment of regular troops 
lender his command, were ordered to be up in season 
from fort Niagara i orders were also sent to Gen. Smyth, 
to send down from BufFaloe, snch a detachment of 
his brigade, as existing circumstances in that vicinity 
might warrant ; the attack was to have been made at 4 
o'clock on the morning of the 11th. by crossing over 
in boats, from the old ferry, opposite the heignts ; to 
avoid any embarrassment in crossing the river, (which 
is here a sheet of violent eddies,) experienced boatmen 
were procured, to take the boats from the landing be- 
low, to the p]ace of embarkation ; Lieut. Sim, was 
considered the man of gveatest skill for this service ; 
he w^nt ahead, and, in the extreme darkness, passed the 
intended place far up the river, and there, in a most eji- 
traordinary manner, fastened his boat to the shore, and 
abandoned the detachment, tn this front boat, he had 
carried nearly every oar^ which was prepared for all the 
boats : in this agonizing dilemma stood officers and men, 
whose ^our had not oeen cooled by exposure, through 
the night, to one of the most tremendous N . East storms, 
which continued unabated for twenty-eight hours, and 
deluged the whole camp ; the approach of day light ex- 
tinguished every prospect of success, and the detachment 
returned to camp. Col. Van Ransellaer was to have 
commanded th^ aetachment. 
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After this result, I had hoped the patience of the troops 
would have continued until r could submit the plan, sug- 
gested in mj letter of the 8tbf. that I might act under, and 
m conformity to the opinion which might be then ex- 
pressed ; but my hope was idle : — ^the previously excited 
ardour seemed to have gained new heat from the late 
miscarriage — the brave were mortified to stop short of 
their object, and the timid thought laurels half won by the 
attempt. 

Viewing the afiairs at Buffaloe as yet unsettled, I had 
immediately countermanded the march of Gen. Smyth's 
brigade, upon the failure of the first expedition; but hav- 
ing now determined to attack Queenstown, I sent new 
orders to Gen. Smyth, to march ; not with a view of his 
aid in the attack, (for I considered the force detached 
sufficient) but to support the detachment, should the con- 
flict be obstinate and long continued. 

Lieut. Col. Christie, who had arrived at 4 mile creek, 
had, late in the night of the first contemplated attack, gal- 
lantly offered me his own and his men's service, but he 
;ot my permission too late : — he now again came forward, 
ad a conference with Col. Van Ransellaer, and begged 
that he might have the honor of a command in the expe- 
dition : the arrangement was made ; Col. Van Ransellaer 
was to command one column of 300 militia, and Lieut. 
CoL Christie a column of the same number of regular 
troops. 

Every precaution was now adopted, as to boats ; and 
the most confidential and experienced men to manage 
them. At an early hour in the night, Lieut. Col. Christie 
marched his detachment, by the rear road, from Niagara 
to camp : at 7 in the evening, Lieut. Col. Stranahan's re- 
giment moved from Niagara falls ; at 8 o'clock. Mead's ; 
at 9, Lieut. Col. Elan's regiment marched from the same 
place-— all were in camp in good season. Agreeably to 
my orders, issued on this occasion, the two columns were 
to pass over together ; and, as soon as the heights should 
be carried, Lieut Col. Fenwick's flying artillery was to 
pass over ; then Major MuUany's detachment of regulars, 
and the other troops, to follow in order. 
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At dawn of day the boats were in readiness, and the 
troops commenced embarking under the coyer of a com«« 
manding^ battery, mounting 2 eighteen pounders, and 2 
sixes. The moyement ^as soon discoyered, and a brisk 
fire of musquetry was poured from the whole line of the 
Canada shore. Our battery then opened to sweep tte 
shore ; but it was, for some minutes, too dark to direct 
much fire with safety. A brisk cannonade was now open- 
ed upon the boats, from three different batteries; our 
battery returned their fire, and occasionally threw grape 
upon the shore, and was itself seryed with shells from a 
small mortar of the enemys. Col. Scott, of the artillery, 
by hastening his march from Niagara falls, in the night, 
arrived in season to return the enemy's fire with 2 six 
pounders. 

The boats were somewhat embarrassed by the eddies, 
as well as with a shower of shot ; but CoL Van Ransellaer, 
with about one hundred men, soon ejected his landing 
amidst a tremendous fire, directed upon him from every 
point ; but to the astonishmefit of all who witnessed the 
scene, this van of the column advanced slowly against the 
fire. It was a serious misfortune to the van, and indeed 
to the whole expedition, that in a few minutes after land- 
ing, CoL Van* Ransellaer received four wounds; a ball 
passed through his right thigh, entering just below the 
nip bone — ^aiiother shot passed through the same thigh^ 
a little below; the third through the calf of his left leg, 
and a fourth contused his heel. This was quite a crisis 
in the expedition; under so severe a fire, nt Was difiicult 
to form raw troops. By some mismanagement of the 
boatmen, Lieut. Col. Christie did not arrive until sometime 
after ' this, and was wounded in the hand in passing the 
river. Col. Van Ransellaer was still able to stand ; and» 
with great presence of mind, ordered his officers to pro- 
ceed, and' storm the fort : this service was gallantly per- 
formed, and the enemy driven down the hill in every 
direction. Soon after this, both parties were consid^raUy 
reinforced, and the conflict was renewed in various places ; 
many of the enemy took shelter behind a stone guard-* 
house, where a piece of ordnance was now briskly served. 
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I ordered the fire of our battery directed upon the ^ard- 
house ; and, it was so efiectuallj done, that, with eight or 
ten shot, the fire was silenced. The enemy then retreat' 
ed bishind a large store-house ; but, in a short time, the 
rout became general, and the enemy's fire was silenced, 
except fi:*om a one gun battery, so far down the river as 
to be out of the reach of our heavy ordnance, and our 
light pieces could not silence it. A number of boats now 
passed over unanoyed, except fi*om the one unsilenced 
gun. For some time after I nad passed over, the victory 
appeared complete ; but, in the expectation of further at- 
tacks, I was taking measures for iortifying my camp im- 
mediate : the direction of this service I committed to 
Lieut. Totten, of the engineers ; but very soon the ene- 
my were reinforced by a detachment of several hundred 
Indians, from Chippewa — ^they commenced a furious at- 
tack, but were promptly met, and routed by the rifle and 
bayonet By this time I perceived my troops were em- 
barking very slowly ; I passed immediately over, to accel- 
erate meir movements ; but to my utter astonishment, I 
found that, at the very moment when complete victory 
was in our hands, the ardor of the unengaged troops had 
entirely subsided. I rode in all directions — urged men, 
by every consideration, to pass over ; but in vain. Lieut. 
Col. Bloom^ who had been wounded in action, returned, 
mounted his horse, and rode through the camp ; a's did 
also Judge Peck, who happened to be here, exhorting the 
companies to proceed ; but all in vain. At this time a 
large reinforcement from Fort George were discovered 
coming up the river. As the battery on the hill was c6ti- 
sidered an important check aeainst their ascending the 
heights, measures were immediately taken to send them a 
freni supply of ammunition, as I nad learnt there were 
only left twenty shot, for 18 pounders. The reinforce- 
ments, however, obliaued to the right from the road, and 
formed a junction with the Indians, in the rear of the 
heights. 'Finding, to my infinite mortification, that no re- 
inforcement Would pass over — seeing that another severe 
conflict would soon commence; and knowing that the 
brave men on the heights were quite exhausted, and near- 
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ly out of anuiMinition, all I could do was to send th^m a 
iresh strpply of cartridges. 

At this critical moment, I dispatched a note to Gea. 
Wadsworth, acquainting him with our situation — Cleaving 
the course to be pursued much to his own judgment, wim 
assurance that, it he thought best to retreat, I would send 
as many boats as I could command, and cover his retreat 
hj every fire I could safely make : — but the boats were 
dispersed ; many of the boatmen had jfled, panic struck, 
ana but few got off. But my note could but have little 
more than reached Gen. Wadsworth, about 4 o'clock, 
when a severe and obstinate conflict commenced, and con* 
tinned about half an hour, with a tremendous fire of can- 
non, fljing artillerjr, and musquetry. The enemy sue* 
ceeded in repossessing their battery, and gaining advan- 
tage on every side ; the brave men who had gained the 
victory, exhausted of strength and ammuniCion, and griev- 
ed at the unpardonable neglect of their soldiers, gave up 
the conflict. 

I can only add, that the victory was really won — ^but 
lost for the want of a small reinforcement ; one third part 
of the idle men might have saved all ! ■ . 

I cannot, in justice, close this, without expressing the 
very great obligation I am under to Brig. Uen. Wads- 
worth, Col. Van Ransellaer, Lieut Colonels Christie and 
Fenwick, and Capt Gibson. Many others have also be- 
haved most gallantly. As I have reason to believe that 
manj^ of our troops fled to the woods, with the hope of 
crossing the river, I have not been able to learn the pro- 
baole number of killed, wounded, and prisoners: the- 
slaughter of our troops must have been very considerable, 
and the enemy have sufiered severely ; Gen. Brock 'is 
an^ong their slain^ and his aid-Kle-camp mortally wounded. 
I have the honor to be, &g. 

STEPHEN VAN RANSELLAER, 

Major Gen. 

Major Qentral DEARBORN. 
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RUPTURE WITH ALGIERS.. . 

On board the $hvp AUegantff 

Alsea, July 25, 1812. 

SIR— I have the honor to inform you that, on <he 17th 
of this month, the ship Allegany, Ebenezer Eveleth, mas^ 
ter, arrived at Algiers, from the U. States, with a cargo of 
naval and military stores, for the regency, in fulfilment of 
fe'eaty stipulations ; and that, on the 20th inst. when they 
had Degan to discharge their cargo, I received a message 
from the Dey, informmg me that he would not receive the 
same ; saying, that the articles were not such, in quantity 
or quality, as ne expected ; and that the ship should leave 
the regency immediately, with myself, and all other Ame- 
rican citizens in Algier8.-*-Every proper measure was 
taken to prevent the erecution of this order, and to re- 
store the tormer good understanding, but without effect ; 
and I left Algiers this morning, in the ship Allegany, with 
my family, and all other citizens of the United States, then 
in Algiers. 

On the 1 3th inst. a squadron of cruisers sailed from Al- 
giers to the eastward, consisting of 5 frigates, 3 corvettes, 
2 brigs, 1 Xebec, 1 schooner, 1 row galley, and 5 gun- 
boats ; aiid there is reason to apprehend that they had 
orders to capture American vessels. 

I have the honor, &c. 

TOBIAS LEAR. 

To the Consuls. SCc. 



AFFAIR AT ST. REGIS. 

Head Quarters, Camp French MiUs, 

24/A October y 1812. 

On the 22d I dispatched several confidential friends^ to 
reconnoitre about tiie village of St Regis ; they returned 
with the information, that the enemy had landed in the 
village, and that we might expect a visit from them imme- 
diately. Their number was stated by no one at less than 
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110, and iroixifthat to 300 ; the most certain information 
fixed on the former number. 

It was also believed that the enemy determined to make 
a stand at that place, and would speedily increase their 
number : this determined me to make an attempt to take 
out those already landed, before any reinforcement could 
arrive. I ordered the men to be furnished with two days 
rations of provisions, with double rations of whiskey ; and 
at 11, at night, we marched out with the utmost silence, 
that we might giva as little alarm as possible. We took 
a circuitous route, through the woods, and arrived at 
Gray's Mills, at half past 3, A. M. We found here, a boat, 
canof , and two cribs of boards ; Capt. Lyon's company 
crossed in the boats ; Capt. McNeil's, m the canoe, ana the 
remainder, with our horses, crossed on the cribs. We 
arrived, within half a mile of the village, at 5 o'clock ; 
where, being concealed from the enemy by a little rise of 
ground, we nalted to reconnoitre, refresh the men, and 
make our disposition for the attack, which was arranged 
in the following order : — ^Capt. Lyon was detached from 
the right, with orders to take the road, running along the 
bank of the St. Regis river, with directions to gain the 
rear of Capt. Montaigny's house, in which, and Donally's, 
the enemy were said to be quartered. Capt. Tilden was 
detached to the St. Lawrence, with a view of gaining the 
route of Donally's house, and* also securing the enemy's 
boats, to prevent their retreat. With the remainder of 
the force, I moved on in front, and arrived within a hun- 
dred and fifty yards of Montaigny's house, when I found, 
by the firing, that Capt. Lyon was engaged. At the same 
instant, I discovered a person passing in the front, and or- 
dered him to stand ; but not being obeyed, ordered Capt. 
Higbie's first platoon to fire, and the poor fellow soon fell ; 
he proved to be the Ensign, named in the list of killed. 
The firing was at an end in an instant, and we soon found 
in our possession 40 prisoners, with iheir arms, &c.-— 4 
killed — 1 wounded mortally ; took 1 stand of colours, 2 
. batteaux, 28 guns— 40 men. 

After searcning in vain for further military stores, we 
crossed the river at the village, and returned to camp by 
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officers and men, on board of every vessel, behaved with 
the utmost coolness, ahd are extremely anxious to meet 
the enemy on the open Lake ; and, as long as I have the 
honor to command such officers and men, I can have no 
doubt of the result. — I think I can say, with great proprie- 
ty, that we have now the command of the Lake ; and that 
- we can transport troops and stores, to any part of it, with- 
out any risk of an attack from the enemy. Although the 
whole of his naval force was not collected at Kingston, 
yet, the force, at the different batteries, would more than 
counterbalance the vessels that were absent; it was 
thought, by all the officers in the squadron, that the ene- 
my had more than 30 guns, mounted at Kingston, and 
from 1000 to 1500 men. 

The Royal George, protected by this force, was driven 
into the inner harbor, under the protection of the mus- 
quetry, by the Oneida, and 4 small schooners, fitted out 
as gun-boats. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
The Hon. P. Hamilton. 



THE WASP AND FROLIC. 

^Vl^ rf A l^ter from Captain Jonesy late of the U. States^ sloop 
of war Waspy to the Secretary of the Kavy^ dated 

New- York, 24/A Nov. 1 812. 

SIR — I here avail myself of the first opportunity, of in- 
forming jou of the occurrences of our cruise, which ter- 
minated in the capture of the Wasp, on the 18th of Oct. 
by the Poictiers, 74 guns, while a wreck, from damages 
received in an engagement with the British sloop of war 
FroKc, of 22 guns; sixteen of them 32lb, carronades, and 
four 12 pounders, on the main deck, and two 12 pounders, 
carronades, on the top-gallant forecastle, makingher supe- 
rior in force to us, by four 12 pounders. The Frolic had 
struck to us, and was taken possession of, about two 
hours before our surrendering to the Poictiers. 
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We had left the Delaware, on the 13th — the 16th, had 
a heavy gale, in which we lost oup jib-boom, and two men. 
Half past eleven, on the night of the 17th, in the lat. of 
37^ north. Ion. 65^ west, we saw several sail, two of them 
appearing very large ; we stood from them, for some time ; 
then shortened sail and steered, the remainder of the night, 
the course We had perceived them on. At day day-light, 
on Sunday the 18th, we saw them ahead — ^gave chase, 
and soon discovered them to be a convoy, of six sail, un- 
der the protection of a sloop of war ; four of their large 
ships mounting from 16 to 1& guns. At 32 minutes past 
11, A. M. we engaged the sloop of war, having first re- 
ceived her fire, at the distance of 50 or 60 yards, which 
space we gradually lessened, until we laid her on board, 
after a well supported fire of forty4hree minutes ; and, 
klthough so near, while loading the last broadside, that 
our rammers were shoved against the side of rfie enemy, 
our men exhibited the same alacrity, which they had done 
during the whole of the action. They immediately sur- 
rendered, upon our gaining their forecastle, so diat no 
loss was sustained, on either side, after boarding. 

Our main top-mast was shot away, between 4 and 5 
minutes after the commencement of the firing, and falling, 
together with the main topsail yard, across the larboard 
fore and fore topsail braces, rendered our head yards un- 
manageable the remainder of the action ; at 8 minutes, 
the gaft and mizen top-gallant mast came down ; and, at 
twenty minutes from the beginning of the action, every 
brace, and most of the riggmg, was shot away. A few 
minutes after separatmg from the Frolic, both her masts 
fell upon deck ; the main mast going close by the deck, 
and the fore mast twelve or fifteen feet above it.* The 
courage and exertions of the officers and crew, fully an- 
swered my expectations and wishes : Lieut. Biddle's ac- 
tive conduct, contributed much to our success, by the ex- 
act attention paid to every department, during the en- 
gagement — and the animating example he affi^rded the 
crew, by his intrepidity. Lieutenants Rodgers, Booth, 
and Mr. Rapp, shewecl, by the incessant fire from their 
divisions, that they were not to be surpassed in resolution 
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or. skill. Mn-Kiiig&t, and ereiy t>ther officer, acted witk 
a courage and pronptitude, highlj honorable ; and, I trust, 
have given assurance, <bat tmjr may be relied on, when- 
ever ueir services may be required. I could not ascer- 
tain the exact loss c^ tne enemy, as many of the dead lay 
buried under the masts and spars, that had fallen upon 
deck, which two hours exertion had not sufficiently re- 
moved. Mr. Biddle, who had charge of the Frolic, states, 
that, firmn what he saw, and from information from the 
officers, the number killed must have been about thirty, 
and that of the wounded, about forty or fifty. Of the 
killed, is her first Lieutenant, and sailing master ; of the 
wounded, Captain Whinyates, and the second Lieutenant. 

We had five killed, and five wounded, as per list ; the 
wounded are recovering. Lieut Claxton, wno was con- 
fined by sickness, left nis bed a little previous to the en- 
gagement ; and, though too weak to be at his division, 
remained upon deck, and showed, by his composed man- 
ner of noting its incidents, that we had lost, by his illness, 
the services of a brave officer. * 

I am, &c. 

JAMES JONES. 

The Han. P. Hamilton, Sec. Navy. 



EXPEDITION AGAINST THE INDIANS. 

BdaUedAeeoum of Col. NEWMAN'S EXPEDITION AGAINST 

THE FLORIDA ll!fDIANS. 

NenhHape, St. John's, 19th Oct. 1812. 

DEAR SIR — ^I have now the honor of transmitting to 
your excellency, an account of the several engagements 
which have taken plaqe, between the Lotchaway and 
Alligator Indians, and the detachment of Georgia volun- 
teers, under mv command. As the object of this expedi- 
tion, and the views of the persons engaged in it, have oeen 
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misconstrued, and mis-statementis, relafiye to its protrac* 
tion, circulated, I ask the indulgence of jour exeellencyf 
to detail eveiy transaction, from itt commencement to its 
termination. — ^I arrived upon St John's, in obedience ta 
jour orders, about the 1 5tn of August, with the whole of 
my detachment, consisting of about.25Q, (with officers) 
and with few on the sick report, I immediately waited 
on Col. Smith, before Augustme^ and received orders^ da- 
ted the 21 ^t of August, to proceed immediately against 
the hostile Indians, within the province of £. Florida, and 
destroy their towns, provisions, and settlements. I then 
returned to the detacmnent, upon the St. John's, and made 
every, preparation to comply with my orders, by dispatch- 
ing parties to procure horses, from the few mhabitants 
that nad not fled from the province, in preparing packs 
and provisions, and taking every step, which I deemed 
necessary, to ensure success to the enterprize. In conse- 

3uence of the sickness of myself, and nearly one half the 
etachment, the period of our marching was delayed, un- 
til the 24th September; and, when Just upon the eve of 
departing, an express arrived from CoL Smith, informing 
me, that liis provision waggons and escort were attacked 
by a body of negroes and Indians, and ordering me to join 
hun immediately, with 90 men, and bring all the horses 
and carriages I could command, for the removal of his 
baggage, field pieces, and sick ; he having only 70 men 
fit for duty. I marched to the relief of the Colonel, with 
130 men and 25 horses, and assisted him in removing td 
the block-house, upon Davis's creek. This service delay- 
ed, for a few days, our expedition to the nation ; and when 
the detachment assembled again upon the St. John's, and 
were about to commence their march, the men had but 
six or seven days to serve. About this time, I received a 
letter from Col. Smith, advising me to propose to the de- 
tachment, an extension of their service for 15 or 20 days 
longer, as the time for which they were engaged was 
deemed insufiicient to effect the object of the expedition, 
I accordingly assembled the detiachment, and, after stating 
the necessity of a tender of further service, proposed that 
%e men should volunteer for three weeks longer — ^when 
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84 men, including officers, stepped out, and were enrolled, . 
which, with the addition of 23 volunteer mihtia, sent to 
my aid, hj Col. Smith, and 9 patriots, under the command 
oi Capt Cone, made my whole force amount to 117, 
With this small body, provided with 4 days provisions, 
and 12 horses, I was determined to proceed to' the nation, 
and give those merciless savages, at least, one battle ; and 
I was emboldened in this determination, by the strong ex- 

gectation of being succored by a body of cavalry, from 
t. Mary's ; and which, it has since appeared, did assem- 
ble at Cfolerain, but proceeded no further. On the even- 
ing^ol the 24th September, we left the St. John's, marching 
in Indian file ; Capt. Humphrey's company of riflemen in 
front, Lieut. Fanuir's company in the centre, and 'Captain 
Coleman's company, with Cone's detachment, under the 
command of Lieut Broadnax, in the rear ; a small party 
marched in the front of the main body, and another m the 
rear. Our encampments, at night, (there being three 
companies) was in the form of a triangle, with tne bag- 
gage in the centre ; the men, with their clothes on, lying 
with their feet pointing outwards, and their firelocks in 
their arms. In case of an attack, the officers were in- 
structed to bring up their companies, upon the right and 
left of the company fronting the enemy, and attend to the 
Indian mode of fighting, until ordered to charge. In case 
of meeting the enemy upon our march, Humphreys' com- 
pany .was instructed to file off to the right ; Fort's com- 
pany, to advance, and form to the front, in single rank, 
and Coleman's company to file off to the left — ^the whole, 
then, to advance, in form of a crescent, and endeavor to 
encircle the enemy. On the morning, of the 4th day of 
our march, when we were within 6 or 7 miles of the 
Lotchaway towns, our advanced party discovered a body 
of Indians, marching along the path, meeting us, and, at 
the same moment, they appeared to have ciiscovered us. 
As soon as I was informed of it, I lost no time in giving 
the necessary directions for the companies to advance, and 
obey the instructions which had been previously given 
to them. As soon as Fort's conapany (at the nead of 
which I had placed myself) had advanced to its propei^ 
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ground, I discovered the Indians falling back, and 
making every preparation for battle, by unslin^ing 
their packs, priming their rifles, and each man taking 
his tree. We continued to advance, taking advantage 
of the trees in our progress, until we were within 130 
yards of the Indians, when many of them fired, and I 
instantly ordered the charge, which drove them Irom 
behind the trees, and caused them to retire, with the 
greatest precipitation. Our men, all the while, firing 
^t them, slew several ; and, by repeated charges, drove 
them half a mile, when they took shelter in a swamp. 
The action, including the skirmishing upon the flanks, 
lasted two hours and a half — ^the Indians frequently at- 
tempting to outflank us, and get in our re^r, but were 
repulsed by the companies on our right and left. We 
had 1 man killed, and 9 wounded ; 2 of which have 
since died of their wounds. The loss of the enemy 
must have been considerable ; I saw seven fall to the 
ground, among whom was their king, Payne. The 
rifle company on the right, and Broadnax's on the left, 
speak of killing several, near the swamp, who were 
borne ofi* by their comrades ; it being a principle 
among the savages, to carry off their dead at the risk 
of their lives. We remained on the battle ground, 
watching the movements of the Indians, who were near 
the swamp, painting themselves, and appeared to be in 
consultation ; all which indicated a renewal of the com- 
bat. Accordingly, half an hour before sun set, having 
obtained a considerable reinforcement of negroes and 
Indians, from their towns, they commenced the most 
horrid yells imaginable, imitating the cries and noise 
of almost every animal of the forest ; their chiefs ad- 
vancing, in front, in a stooping, serpentine manner, and 
making the most wild and frantic gestures, until they 
approached within 200 yards of us, when they halted, 
and commenced firing. Our men were not to be alarm- 
ed by their noise and yells ; but, as instructed, remsiin- 
ed perfectly still and steady, behind logs and trees, un- 
til the enemy, by thjs forbearance, had approached 
somewhat nearer, when a brisk and well directed fire, 

G 
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from our line, soon drove them back to their original 
ground. I would now have ordered the charge ; Kut, 
being under the necessity, from the extension of the 
enemy's line, of detaching nearly one half of my force 
to protect our camp and wounded, (the assailing of 
which, is a great ofcgect with Indians,) I was left to con- 
tend with a force three times as numerous as my own* 
The action lasted until 8 o'clock, when the enemy were 
completely repulsed, in every attempt We had two 
men killed, and one wounded ; the enemy carried off 
several of their men before it was dark ; after which, 
all firing, (of course at random) was at the spot from 
whence the flash arose. After fl^htin^, and fasting, the 
whole day, we had to work through the night ; and, at 
day*light, had a tolerable breast-work, of logs and earth, 
with port holes, on tlie ground on which the battle was 
fought : we were, reduced to this necessity ; for, in dis* 
patching Capt. Whitaker, about dark, to St. John's, for 
a reinforcement, six more men took the liberty to ac- 
company him, taking with them our best horses ; our 
pilotand surgeon, (woo was sick,) was amopg the num- 
ber. The two days succeeding the battle, we neither 
saw nor heard any thing of the enemy ; but, on the 
evening of the third day, they commenced firing on 
our work) at a long distance, and renewed it every day, 
for 5 or 6 days, but without killing or wounding any 
of our men. .After killing two or three of them, 
through our port holes, they seldom came within gun- 
shot. Seven or eight days had now elapsed, since our 
express had left us ; hunger was staring us in the face* 
and we were reduced to the necessity of eating one ot 
our horses ; we had no surgeon, to dress the wounded, 
and apprehensions were entertained, that the enemy 
would receive reinforcements from Augustine, or thJa 
Makasukie Indians. Expecting relief every hour, I 
was unwilling to leave our breast-work, while we had a 
horse left to eat ; but I understood, from some of my 
officers, that a certain Captain was determined to leave 
us, with his company ; and, that many of the men, giv- 
ing up all hopes of relief, talked of deserting in the 
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night, rather than perish, or fall a sacrifice to the mer- 
ciless negroes and Indians, whom they were taught to 
believe would surround us in great numbers, in a few 
days. In this trying situation, when our few remain- 
ing horses were shot down by them, and the number of 
our sick daily increasing, I reluctantly assented to leave 
our works that night, and directed the litters to be pre- 
pared, to carry the wounded. About 9 o'clock we com- 
menced our distressing march, carrying 5 wounded 
men in litters, and supporting two or three more. We 
had not proceeded more than eight miles, when the 
naen became perfectly exhausted, from hunger and fa- 
tigue, and were unable to carry the wounded any far- 
ther. About 2 hours aftcfr we left our breast-works, 
25 horsemen, with provisions, arrived to our relief, on 
a different road from the one we had taken ; but, from 
motives best known to themselves, instead of following 
us, returned to St John's, and we were left to encoun- 
ter new dif&culties. We again constructed a plan of 
defence, and I dispatched sergeant-major Reese, with 
one private, to Picolata, to learn what had occasioned 
the delay of our expected supplies ; and told him, I 
should remain where I was, until I could hear from 
him, and endeavored to procure cattle, as I discovered 
signs of tJieir being near us. The evil genius of Capt. 

, again prevailed ; and I have since learned, 

from Capt Cone, that this person instigated not only 
him, but many of the privates, to urge a departure 
from our works, even in the day-time, when I was con- 
vinced that the Indians, knowing our weak situation, 
would endeavor to ambuscade. This gentleman, if in- 
nocerU, will have an opportunity of proving himself bo, 
before a court martial. 

With a burning fever on me, and scarcely able to 
walk, the march was ordered, about 3 o'clock, P. M , 
I had directed the Adjutant, Captain Harden, to march 
in front, to avoid all places where there could be an 
ambuscade, and the litters should be distributed among 
the different companies. Being extremely weak, 1 
marched in the rear, with Captain — — — , (who carried 
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ray firelock,) Lieut Fannin, and 15 or 20 privates. 
We had scarcely marched 5 miles, before the front of 
the detachment discovered the heads of several Indians, 
on both sides of the path, from among fieveral pine 
trees ; the same instant, the en^tny fired upon oai* ad- 
vanced party, and shot down 4 of them; one, a Spaniard, 
died on the spot, and 2 survived a few days ; my negro 
boy was one of them. The moment I heard the firing, 
I ordered the detachment to change, and the Indians 
vrere completely defeated, in 15 minutes; many of 
them dropping Iheir guns, and the whole running ofi^ 
without attempting to rally ; four were left dead on the 
field ; and 1 am convinced, from the constant fire we 
kept up, that many more liiust have been slain, but 
were hid from our view, by the thick Palmetto bushes. 
We lay on the battle ground all night, and started 
next day at 10,o*clock — marched 5 miles, and again 
threw up breast-works, between two ponds — ^living upon 
gophers, alligators, and Palmetto stocks, until serjeant- 
major Reese arrived with provisions, and 14 horses — 
when we were enabled to proceed to St. John's; with 
all our sick and wounded, where a gun^boat, by the 
direction of Col. Smith, was in waiting for us, which 
conveyed us to his camp, where we met with every air 
tention, that humanity or benevolence could bestow. 
The number of Indians, in the first engagement, from 
every circumstance that appeared, must have been from 
75 to 100. In the second engagement, their number 
must have been double our's ; and, in the third engage- 
ment, there appeared to be 50, which was nearly ei^ual 
to our force, deducting sick and wounded. I believe 
the loss of the enemy was fifty. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

DANIEL NEWMAN. 

His Ex. David B. MitcheU. 
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' RUSSEL'S INDIAN EXPEDITION. 

Copy of a letter from CoL Russelly commar^drng a detaehmefU of iht 
U. States Rangers, to the Secretary of War, dated 

Camp RusseU, 31st Oct 1812. 

81 R — This wfll inform you, that I arrived at this 
place, from Vincennes,* after Gen. Hopkins had march- 
ed bis mounted riflemen up to fort Harrison. I took 
with me, a part of three companies of U. States ran- 
gers, whefe I was joined by Gov, Edwards, with his 
mounted riflemen ; the whole of our strength amount- 
ed to 360 privates. We penetrated very far into the 
Indian countjry, with an expectation of co<^perating 
with Gen. Hopkins, who, by appointment, was 'to meet 
us at the Peoria towns, on the Illinois. In this, we 
were sadly disappointed, as we could get no intelli- 
gence of his army. This prevented us from doing as . 
much damage to the Indians, as otherwise we could 
have done. As our numbers were too weak to. make; 
any delay in that quarter ; as this was farther than any 
troops had hitherto penetrated — we stole a march upon 
the celebrated Pimartam's town, situated about 21 
miles above Peoria, and immediately at the head of | 
Peoria Lake. This was a well built town, and contain- ' 
ed a number of Indians ; between the town and rjver, ; 
was a dismal swamp, in which they immediately flew 
for shelter, returning a few scattering shots. ' Our men 
nobly pursued them through the swamp— -and also 
others, as they were crossing the Illinois river j the 
men also pursued them to the opposite bank, and 
brought back some of their canoes, and several dead 
bodies. The Governor states, to be upwards of 20 
killed, of the enemy .^-This was a flourishing town, 
with an immense deal of Indian plunder in it, together 
with a great deal of corn ; all of which was committed 
to the flames. I believe not lesis than 80 horses fell in- 
to our hands, belonging to the enemy. Several white 
rrsons^ scalps, were also foUnd among their plimder. 
had the immediate command of the battalion, and 
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the superior command was retained by his excellency^ 
the Governor. On this expedition, we wete fortunate ; 
we had but 4 men wounded, and none mortally. This 
tour was performed, from this camp, and bacK to this 
place, inl3 days. 

I have the honor, &c. 

W. KD8SELL, 

Col. 1th Dist. Camdt. 



CAPTURE OP THE MACEDONIAN. 

Copy qfa letter from Commodore Deeaiur^ to ike Secretary of the 

Namft dated 

U. 8. Ship, United States, 

At sea, Oct, 30, 1812. 

• 

SIR — ^I have the honour to inform you that, on the ^ 
25th inst in lat 29^' north. Ion. 29^' 30' west, we fell in ^ 
with, and, after an action of an hour and a half, capture 
ed his Britannic majesty^s ship Macedonian, commaM- 
ed by Capt. John Carden, and mounting 49 carriage- 

gins — ^the odd gun shifting. She, is a frigate of the 
r^est class, two years old, four months out of dock, 
and reputed one of the best sailers in the British ser- 
vice. The enemy, being to windward, had the ad- 
vantage of engaging us at hi^^wn distance, which was 
so great, that, for the first half hour, we did not use our 
carronades ; and at no moment was he within the com- 
plete effect of our musquetry or grape ; to this circum- 
stance, and a heavy swell, which was on at the time, I 
ascribe the unusual length of the action. 

The enthusiasm of every officer, seaman, and marine, 
on board this ship, on (uscovering the enemy— their 
steady conduct in battle, and precision of their fire, 
could not be surpassed — ^where all met my fullest ex- 
pectations, it would be uigust, in me, to discrinunate. 
Permit me, however, to recommend to your particular 
notice, my 1st Lieutenant, Wm. H. Allen : he has 
served with me upwards of 5 years; and, to his unre- 
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mitted exertions, in disciplinii^ the crew, is to be im- 
' puted the obvious superiority of our gunnery, exhibit* 
ed in the result of this contest 

Subjoined is a list of the killed and wounded^ on 
both sides. Our loss, compared with that of the ene- 
my, will appear smdl. Amongst our wounded, you 
m^l observe the name of Lieut. Funk, who died a few 
hours after the action ; he was an officer of ^eat galr 
lantry and promise, and the service has sustained a se- 
vere loss in his death* 

The Macedonian lost her mizen mast, fore and maia 
top masts, and main yard, and was much cut up in her 
hull ; the damage sustained, by this ship, was not sudi 
as to render her return into port necessary ; and, had I 
not deemed it important that we should see our prize 
in, should have continued our cruise. 

With the highest, &c. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 



LSIT OF KILLED AND WOUNDED, ON BOARD THE 

UNITED STATES. 

KiUed — Privates - - - 5 

Wounded — 1 Lieut, and 6 privates - 7 

Total, kQled and wounded, - - ]2 



ON BOARD THE MACEDONIAN. 

KUkd, - - -. - 36 

Wounded — 68, viz.— «]st and 3d Lieutenants, 
Master's Mate, 2 Midshipmen, and seamen, - 68 

Total, kOled and wounded of the enem^, 104 

S. DECATUR. 
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DEFENCE OP PORT NIAGARA. 

To Brigadier Cfenaral Smyth, eomnutnding the Army 

ef the . Centre. 

SIR*— I beg leave to inform you that, on the morn- 
ing of the 21st Nov. at 6 o'clock, a heayy cannonading 
opened upon this garrison, from all the batteries at, and 
in the ne%hborhood of fort George, which lasted, with- 
out intermission, until afiber sun-down. They had 5 
detached batteries ; 2 mounting 24 pounders, 1 mount- 
ing a 9 pounder, and 2 mortar batteries ; one ten and a 
half, and the other five and a half inch-— the batteries 
firing hot shot, which set some of our buildings on fire. 
But, from the extraordinary vigilance of the officers 
and men, particularly Major Axmistead, of the U. S. 
corps of engineers, whose mdefatigable exertions were 
extended to all parts of the garrison, the fires were got 
under, without being observed by the enemy. 

Our garrison was not as well provided with artUlery 
and ammunition, as I could have wished ; however, the 
batteries opened a tremendous fire upon them, in re- 
turn, with hot shot, admirably well directed. Several 
times, during the cannonading, the town of Newark was 
in flames ; but was extinguished by their engines, as 
also the centre building in fort George. Their Mess- 
house, and all the builaings near it, were consumed. 
Capt. M'Keon, commanded a 12 pounder, in the S. 
E. block-house, and distinguished himself, by his usual 
gallantry and skill. Capt. Jacks, of the 7th regiment, 
militia artillery, commanded a 6 pounder in the north 
block-house ; and, together with a part of his own com- 

Sany, though placed m a situation most exposed to the . 
re of the enemy, maintained their position like vete- 
rans. Lieut. Reese, of the 3d regiment, artillery, had 
the conunand of an 18 pounder, on the S. £. battery, 
which was pointed at a battery, tn barbette^ mounting a 
24 pounder, and also at Fort George ; several well di- 
rected shot were made from this gun, which proved the 
skill of its commander. About 10 o'clock. Lieutenant 
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ilees Imd Jbis shotdder braised, hy a potrt of the parapet 
fftUkig CHS him ; whioh, thwgh it did not materially injure 
Jbim^ohii^d him to retire; andcapt Leonard, of the 1st 
jeegtment, ar tiUery, at that moment arriving, he took the 
iOomttiand of this battery, during the remainder of the day. 
Lieut Wendel, of tiie 3d regiment artillery, had the com- 
jaand of an Ifi and 4- pounder, on the west battery ; and 
|>oc'tor Hooper, of Capt Jack's company of militia artiUe- 
{ffT, hadthe ceanmand of a 6 pounder, on the mess^house. 
4jf these rgentlemen, and their commands^ I cannot speak 
with too much praise; tibey distinguished themselves 
^i^tAy; and, from their shot, all of which were hot, the 
4own cf Newark was repeatedly fired, and one of the ene- 
joy's batteries sileaoed for a time. 

• An instance of veiT extraordinary bravery, in a female, 
(the wife of one 'Doyle, a private in the U. States artiUeryi 
made a prisoner at Queenstown) I cannot ptes over :-~ 
during ^e most Iremtendous cannonading I have ever seen^ 
«he attended the € pounder, on the old mess*house, with 
<the>red hot shot, and showed fortitude equalling -tlie Maid 
of Orleans. 

Lieuts. Gansevoort and Harris, of the 1st regiment, U. 
States artillery^had the command of the salt Dattery, at 
Youngstown, mounting one 1 8 and a 4 pounder ; ttiese 
two guns played upon the garrison of fort George, and 
the buildings near it; from every observation 1 could 
make, during their fire, I am happy to say, they merited 
my warmest thanks, for their skill in the service of these 
guns. Lieut. Harris, from his 4 pounder, sunk a schoon- 
er, which lay at their wharf^-^these two officers, and 
their men, in the warmest part of the cannonadmg, hav- 
iingfced«way all their cartridges, cut up their flannd 
waistcoats and shirts, and the soldiers their trowsers, to 
supply their guns. — ^I cannot say too much in praise of all 
•the dmeers and soldiers of the artillery, immediately under 
my observation, m this garrison ; thev merit the thanks 
-and'^steeni of their country, for fhe defence of it, and I 
"believe it never ^sustained so sharp and continued a bom- 
bardment. 

*The enemy threw -more than 2000 red-hot balls mto 
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it, and a number of shetts, amounfing to 180, only one oT 
which did injury to our men. Lieut CoL Gray command* 
ed the artillery ; the unremitting attention paid to his do* 
ty, proved him an officer, whose zeal and science do hon« 
or to himself and country ; to this gentleman I feel much 
indebted, for the maimer in which he acquitted himself 

To the officers of my regiment, (particularly Caiptain 
Milligan) and the soldiers who assisted the artillery, and 
those employed in'extinj^ishing the fires, and carrymg off 
the killea and wounded^ I am also much indebted — ^uiey 
merit my warmest thanks. To Dr. West, of the garrison, 
Dr. Augam, of the 14th regiment, U. States Infantry^ and 
Dr. Craig, of ihe 22d regiment, U. States infantiy, i ofier 
my thapks ; they were employed, during die entire day, 
in the most critical duties of their profession. 

Our killed is, 4. Wounded, 7 — ^total 11. — ^From the 
numbers carried off (which we saw) from the enemy's 
batteries, I presume many more were killed and wounde)]^ 
on their side. Only two of the above men was killed by 
the enemy^s shot ; the others, by the bursting of a 12 
pounder, m the S. E. battery. 
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Brig. Gen. Smyth. 



GEORGE M'FEELEY, Ideut. Col. 

Commmanding Fort Niagara. 



EXPEDITION ON THE WABASH. 



Ccpjf 9f a litter from Maf. Oen. Samuel Hefkmst lo his ExeMmejf 

QmMnwr SheUtff. 

On Wabash, near ihe mouth of PinM^reek^ 

27th Nov. 1812. 

SIR-^By Col. Richard Taylor, Quarter-master (Jene* 
ral, who goes mi as quick as possible to Frankfort,! have 
it in^my power to give you general information of the 

of the army^ since my last^-On the I Idi, the 
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aranr Jtaaiched from fort Harrison, on the road fonneiir 
made by Gov. Harrison's army, and th^ boats set out at 
the same ^e. The length of time the enemy had ex*, 
pected uSy made it necessary to guard ourselves in an es* 
pecial manner. / The rise of the waters, from a heavy fall 
of rain, preceding* our march, and some large creeks, kft 
us no doubt of considerable difficulty and embarrassment; 
insomuch, that not until the 14th did we pass Sugar 
Creek, 3 miles above the road. 

From every information, I had no hesitation in moving 
en the east side of the Wabash ; the Vermillions, Pine- 
creek, and other imjpediments on the w^st side, superadd- 
ed to the pmsumption that we were expected, and might 
more easily be annoyed and ambuscaaed on that route, 
determined me in this measure ; the boats, too, with our 
provisions of rations, forage, and military stores, could be 
more easily covered and protected, as the line of march 
could be, mvariably, nearer the river. Lieut CoL Bar- 
bour, with one battaUon of his regiment, had command of 
the 7 boats, and encamped with us, on the bank of the 
river, almost every night. This so protracted our march, 
that we did not reach the Prophet's town until the 19th: 
on the mormng of this day, I detached 300 men, to sur- 
prize the Winebago town, Ijing on Ponce Passu creek, 
one mile from the Wabash, and 4 below the Prophet's. 
This party, commanded by Gen. Butler, surrounded the 
place, about break of day, and found it evacuated. There 
were, in the main town, about 40 houses, many of them 
from 30 to 50 feet in length ; besides many huts, in the 
surroundmg Priarie, in which they had cultivated a good 
deal of com. 

On the 20th, 21«t, and 22d, we were employed in the 
complete destruction of the Prophet's town, which con- 
tained about 40 cabins and huts, and the large Kickapoo 
viliaffe adjoining, below it, on the west side of the river, 
consisting of about 160 cabins and huts ; finding, and des- 
irojing uieir com, reconnoitering the circumjacent part 
of th^ country, and constructing works, for the defence 
ef our army and boats. Seven miles east of us, on the 
Pi^ce Passu creeks a party of Indians were discoverecl-** 
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ihej had fired on a smafl party of ourS) on Ak 21at» tead 
killed a man, by the name of Dunn^ a gallant soldier, in 
Capt, DuYall^a company. On the 22d, upwards of axty 
horsemen, under the command of Lient. Colonels Miller 
and Wilcox, anxious to bury their ecxnrade, aa wett as to 
obtain a more complete knowledge of the groimd, went on 
to a point near the Indian encampment, fell into an am- 
buscade, and 18 of our party were killed, wounded, and 
missing. Among these, are three hopeful young officerSy. 
and one priyate, from the 8th regiment^ yiz^— Mars, Ed* 
wards, Murray, and the private, Webb, presumed to bar 
killed; the other 14, were of the Rangers. On the re» 
turn of this party, and the information of a large assem- 
blage of the enemy, who^ encouraged by the strengtfi of 
their camp, appeared to be waiting for um every prepara* 
ti<m was made to march early, and engage the enemy at 
every risk ; when, from the most violent storm^ and fall of 
snow, attended with the coldest weather I ever saw or 
felt, at this season of the year, and which did not subside 
until the evening of the 23d, we were delayed until ihe 
24th. Upon arriving on the ground, we found the enemy 
had deserted the camp before the fall of snow, and^ \ma 
passed the Ponce Passu. I have no doubt but their ground 
was the strongest I ever have seen ; the deep, rapid creek^ 
spoken of, was in their rear, running in a semicircle, and 
jEronted by a bluff, 100 feet high, almost perpendicular, 
and only to be penetrated by three steep ravmes ; if the 
enemy would not defend themselves here, •it was evident 
they did not intend fighting at all. After reconnoitenng 
sumciently, we returned to camp, and found the ice so ac- 
cumulated, as to alarm us for the return of the boats. I 
had fully determined to have sp^it one ihore week in en- 
deavoring to find the Indian camps ; but the shodess, 
shirtless state of the trcK>ps, now clad in the remnants oi 
their summer dress ; a river full of ice ; the hills covered 
with snow ; a rigid climate, and no certain point to ydbidn 
we could direct our operations ; under ihe mfluence of the 
advice of every field and staff officer, CHrders were given^ 
uid measures pursued for our return, en the Sddi. We 
are now progressing te FaitUtimo^ duoogh the nB 



aaodt saewt whefe wg expect ta arnive on- Ae fiist di^ e£ 
this month. / 

Before I dose this^ I caiiDot ibri>ear expresBuag ibe 
merits of. the officers and soldiers of this eoimiiaiid«. After 
kayingt at fort Harrison, all unfit for diitj, we had, m 
j^vates of every corps, about lOOD-nb the total, 1250 ^ 
at the Prophet^s town, inwards of 100 of these were on 
the sick report. Yet, sur , have we pri^pressed in such 
order, as to menfice our enemj, from any annoyaaee*. 
Seven large keel boats have been covered and protected^ 
to a point, hitherto unknown in Indian expeditiims. Three 
large Indian establishments have been burnt, and destroy- 
ed, with near three miles of fence, (and all the eom we 
could find,) besides many smaller ones ^'-•-a nntreh, on die 
east side of the Wabash, without road, or cogmzance of 
the country, fully 100 miles, perfected ; ami this was done, 
with a tasked army o£ infantry, aided by only about fillty 
rangers and spies : all this will have been done, in twen^ 
dity»--iM> s^h, no murmur or complaint 

I have the honor to be, &c. « 

SAMUEL HOPKINS- 
His Ex. Gov. SheWy. 



ARMY PROCEEDINGS. 

Ccpy ef a Dispatch^ frwn Brig. Qen. Smyths to Maj. Oen. 6earbom^ 

MmsmUUd to the Secretary e!f War^ med 

Camp^ mat Buffahe, Atk Dec. 1812. 

SIR-*The troops, under my command, having been 
M^ered to hut themselves for tne winter, it becomes my 
datV'to report to you the |>roceedings had here, since I 
tew command on liiis frontier. 

On or about die 26th of October, I ordered ^at SO 
scows should be (Hrepared, for the transportation oif caval- 
rv and arttOery, and put the earpentera of the army upon 
taat duty* By the 36th Nov. ten seowe were cmn^etM ; 
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woi^ by bringii]^ boats from Lake Ontario, the numbet 
was increased to sevent j. 

I bad issued aa address, to the men of New-York ; and^ 
perhaps, 300 volunteers had arrived at Bufialoe. I pre-* 
aumea that the regular troops, and the volunteers, under 
Colonek Swift and MKI!lure, would furnish 2,300 men, for 
duty ; and, of Gen. TannehiU^s brigade, reporting a total 
of 1,650, as many as 413 had volunteerea to cross over 
into Canada. I deemed myself ready ^^ to cross with 3000 
men, at cnee^*^ according to your orders. ^Preparatory 
thereto, on the night of the 27th Nov. I sent over two 

Sarties ; one, under Lieut CoL Boerstler ; the other, un*. 
er Capt Kin^, with whom Lieut Angus, of the navy, at 
idle head of a Body of seamen, united. 

The first mentioned party was to capture a guard, and 
destroy a bridge, about 5 miles below fort Ene ; the se*- 
coml party were to tiake, and render useless the enemy^a 
battenes, and some pieces of light artillery. The first, 
mrty made some prisoners, but failed to destroy the bridge. 
The second party, after rendering unserviceaole the li^t 
artillery, separated, by some misapprehension. Lieut 
Angus, the seamen, and part of thie troops returned, with 
all the boats, while Capt King, Capt Morgan, Capt 
Sproul, Lieut Houston, and about sixty men, remained. 
Capt. King, notwithstanding, with those under his com- 
mand, advanced to the enemy's batteries, attacked and 
tock two of them in succession, rendered unserviceable 
the caQnon, and took a number of prisoners. - In *descend- 
ing the Nii^ra some distance, two boats were found—-* 
on board ofwhich Capt. King sent his prisoners, all his 
officers, and half his men ; his high sense of honour would 
not allow him to quit the remainder — he was captured 
with them. 

Orders had been given, that all the troops in the neighs 
borfaood, should mareh at revalie, to the place of embana* 
tion. A part of the detachment, sent in the night, having 
returned, and having excited apprehensions for the resi- 
due, about 250 men, .under Col. Wmder, put ofl^ in boats, 
for the opposite shore ; a part of their force had landed^ 
when a force, with a piece of artillery, appeared :--« re-. 
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iroftt was ordered, and CoL Winder^s detacllment sulSeredl 
a loss of 6 killed, tod 20 wounded; of whom, six were 
officers. The general embarkation commenced, as the 
troops arrived; out, this being the first time the troopi 
had embarked, the wbole of the scows were occupied by 
about one third part of the artillery; while about 800 re* 
gular infantry, something upwards of 200 twelve month^s 
volunteers, apd, perhaps, 200 of those militia who had vo- 
lunteered their services for a few days, occupied all the 
boats that were ready. The troops, then embarked^ 
moved up the sia^am, to Black Rock^ without sustaining 
loss from the enemy's fire. If was now the afternoon, and 
diey were ordered to disembark, and dine. The enemy 
showed a force^ estimated at five or six hundred men, 
drawn up in a field, at some distance from the river ; and 
had one piece of artillery, said to be a 9 pounder, ready to 
fire oh our troops. 

There remained, unembarked, a part of the artillery j 
a few cavalry; the volunteers, under CoL M*Clure— -• 
amounting, on that day, to 340 men ; a detachment from 
Gen. TannehilPs brigade ; (number unknown, and little 
to be relied on,) there were also sundry crowds^ who 
might have followed the army — ^if it was successful. 

Recollecting your instructions, ^^to cross with 3000 
men at (mce^^ and to consult some of my prbcipal officers^ 
in ^^ all important movements,^' I called for the field of&r 
cers, of the regular and twelve months volunteers, em- 
barked ; CoL Porter not being found at the moment, Capt. 
Gibson was called, as the next senior ofiicer of artillery.. 
These questions were put : — ^^ Is it expedient now to cross 
over ? Is the fi)rce, we have, sufficient to conquer the 
opposite coast ?'' The first question was decided in tha 
negative, by Colonels Parker, Schuyler, Winder, Lieut 
Colonels Boerstler and Coles, and Major Campbell. C<J. 
Swift, of the volunteers, aloM gave an opinion for then 
crossing over. The second question was not decided ;— ^ 
CoL Parker, CoL Schuyler, Lieut CoL Coles, and'Major 
Canrpbell, were decidedly of ofNnion that the force wa« 
insufficient ;— Colonels Winder and Swift, Lieut. Colonel 
Boerstler, and Capt Gibson, deemed the forqe %v&defktr^ 
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I ^tennbed to pos^mie crossiog^xyirer, 'ml9 /nan 
|ilete |>reparatioii would enable me to embark cU oq^ a&* 
<H)rcyBg to youriDfltmctioiis: tiie next day was meat in 
4iich preparatioas, and tixe troops were ordetea to ^be 
«gain at the place <^ embarkation, at 8 o^clock, on Ifae 
jau>niing of the 30th November. On their arrival, liii^ 
were (Beat into the adjacent woods, there to build fites, 
and remain until 3 o'clock in the marmng, of the Ist^ 
December, whan it was intimded to put on two hours be- 
fore day-light, so.as to avoid the fire of .the eneni^'s can- 
•nmi ; in passmg .die nosition whbh, it was believed th^ 
^ leccupied below, to. land above Chippewa, assauk ifaat 
' ^bce, and, if successful, march thitnigh Queenstown, to 
i>rt Geoi^ The Contractor was cmled on, to (mrnA. 
vationsf for 2500 men, for* four days; when it was found, 
lie could fumidbi die pork, but not the flour; .sixty barcek 
were required, and only thirty furnished. The embarka- 
tion commenced ; but was delayed by circumstamai^ so as 
Aot to be completed until after day-lighto^wfaen <it was 
foimd, the re^ar infantry, 686 men, the artilleiy, 177 
jnen. Col. Swift's volunteers, about 230, six companies^ 
Federal Volunteers, amounting to 276 mem^ about 100 
militia, of Col. JDobbins's regunent, and a few men in a 
Ixmt with Mr. P. B. Porter., contractor's neent^ who was 
to mlot the enterprize, had embarked ; the woole on boMd, 
without the commissioned officers, beinq^ 1500 men ; and 
it was now two hours later than the time fixed on for- 
setting out 

There were some groups of men, not yet^embaiiwd; 
they were applied to, requested, mid CHrdered, by the 
Brigade Major, to get into the boats ; they did not. Hie 
egtmiated their nmnber at ISO-^^-it was probably neater. 

It then became a question, whether it was expecmat >to 
invade'Canada, m open day*Usht, with IdOOmmi, at apcwtt 
where no reinforcement could be expeotedfor some days. 
J saw that the number of regular troops was d«;linBig/i»- 
fiidly ; . I knew that on ihem, chiefly, i was to depencL 

I called together officers, cornnmnding^corps of the *re* 
iMiar amy. Col. Parker bein^isick, ttiiose fmsent were 
ikA* J^cMiler,^^ tbe lartilleiy*, mL l^hxig^mHf tiol Winder, 
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and Lif ut Col. Coles. I put to them this question :— «^^ Shall 
we proceed ?^ They unanimously decided that we ought 
not — ^I foresaw that the volunteers, who had come out for 
a few days, would disperse. Several of them had, on the 
evening of the 25th, broken their muskets, because they 
had not seen a battle ; I foresaw that the number of l:e- 
gular troops would decrease ; the measles had affected 
uiem generally ; the constant use of fresh meat had pi:o- 
ducea dysenteries, and they were now in tents, in the 
month oi December. I informed the officers, that the at- 
tempt to invade Canada would not be made, until the ar- 
my was reinforced, and directed them to withdraw tkqir 
tro<^s, and cover them with huts immediately. The vo* 
lunteers, and neighboring people, were dissatisfied, and.it 
has been in the power of the contractor's agent to excite 
some clamor against the course pursued ; he finds the con* 
tract a losing one, at this time, and would wish to see the 
army in Canada, that he might not be bound to supply it 
' I am sorry that the situation of the force, under my com- 
mand, had not been such, as to make the propriety of a 
forward movement to all. Circumstanced as we were, I 
have thought it my duty to follow the cautious counsels 
of experience, and not, by precipitation^ to add another to 
ihe list of our defeats. 

You will perceive my motives, by my letter of the 30th 
Oct.. wherein I said — ^"1 would cross in three days, if I had 
the means ; without them, it would be injustice to the na« 
lion and myself, to attempt it — / must not he defeated. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ALEXANDER SMYTH, Brig. Gtn. 
Mqf. Oen. Dearborn, 



HEALD'S DEFEAT BY THE INDIANS. 

Later from CoftainReM^ hOe Cmnmandani ai TartCkieagOy 4aM 

Pittsburgh, Oct 23, 1812. 
On the 9th of August last, I received orders from Gen. 
Hull, to evacuate the post, and proceed, with my command. 
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to Detroit by land, leaving it at my discret\pi\i to c&pos^ 
of the public property as 1 thought fit« . .- 

The neighbonn^ IndiaDs pt the infonyiatioD,^ as early 
as I did ; and came in, irqin aliquarterSf in order to receiye 
the^goods in the factory store, which they understood were 
to be given them. On the 13th, Capt Wells, of Fort 
Wayne, arrived, with about thirty Miamies, for the pur- 
pose of escorting us in, by the request of Gen. HuU. On 
the 14th, I delivered the Indians all the goods in the facto** 
ry store, and a considerable quantity of provisions, which 
we could not take away with us« The surplus arms, and 
ammunition, I thought proper to destroy, fearing they 
would make a bad use of it, if put into their possession ; 
I also destroyed all the liquor on hand, soon after they be- 

San to collect The collection was unusually large for' 
lat place, but they conducted with the strictest propriety 
until! lefi the fort 

On the 1 5th, at 9 in the momiog^ we commenced our 
march ; a part of the Mianues were detached in front, and 
. the remainder in our rear, as guards, under the direction 
of Capt Wells. The situation of the country rendered h 
necessary for us to take the beacb, with the lake on our 
left, and a high sand-bsmk on our right, at about 100 
yards distance. We had proceeded about a mile and a 
half, when it was discovered that the Indians were prepar- 
ed to attack us, from belnnd the bank. I immediately 
marched up with the company, to the top of the bank, 
when the action commenced : after firing one round, we 
charged, and the Indians gave way in front, and joined 
those on our flanks. In about 1 5 minutes, they got pos- 
session of all our hbrses, provisions, and baggage, of eve- 
ry description ; and, finding the Miamies did not assist us, 
I drew on the few men I had left, and took pos^es^on of a 
small elevation, in the open priarie, out of shot 6f tm bank, 
and every other cover. Tiie Indians did not follow me, 
but assembled in a body, on the top of the bank, and after 
some consultation among themselves^ made signs for me 
to approach them. 

I advanced towards them, alone, and was met by one of 
the Potawatamie chiefs, called the Black-bird, with an in* 
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terpreter: after shaking hands, he requested me to sur- 
render, prfsmning to spare the lives of all the prisoners. 
On a few mamfSata* consideration, I concluded it would he 
most prudent to comply with his recjuest, although I did 
not put entire Confidence in his promise. After deliverii]^ 
up our anas, we were taken back' to their encampment, 
near the fort, and distributed among the different tribes* 
The next morning, thej set fire to the fort, and left the 
place, taking the pnsoners with them ; their number of 
warriors was between 4 and 500, mostly of the Potawa- 
timie nation, and their loss was about 15. Our strength 
was 54 regulars, and 12 militia — out of which^ 26 regu- 
lars, and all the militia, were killed in the action, with two 
women and twelve children. . Ensi^ Ranan, and Doctor 
y oorhis, of my company, with Captain Wells, of Fort 
Wayne, to my great sorrow^ numbered among the dead. 
Lieut Helm, with 25 non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates, and 1 1 women and childrmi, were prisoners when 
we were separated. Mrs. Heald and myself, were taken 
to the mouth of the river St Joseph, and, being both bad- 
hr wounded, were permitted to reside with Mr. Burnet, im 
Indian trader. In a few days. after our arrival there, the 
Indians all went ofi'to take fort Wayne ; and, in their ab- 
sence, I engaged a Frenchman to take us to Mackinac, fay 
water, where 1 gave myself up as a prisoner of war, with 
one of iny sergeants. The commancnng officer, Oapt Ro- 
berts, ofilered me every assistance in his power, to render 
our fiiituation comfortable, while we remained there, and * 
to enable • us to proceed on our journey. To him I gave 
my parole of honor, and came on to Detroit, and reported 
myself to Col. Proctor, who gave us a passage to Buffaloe ; 
from that place, 1 came by way of Presque-Isle, and ar- 
rived here yerterday. J. HEALD, Captain. 



EUIOTS AFFAIR ON LAKE ERIE. 

Blaek^Rcek, Oct. 9th, 181 
SIR~i have the homH* to inlbnn you that, on the tnor 
eof Ae 8tli inst. two Britisfa vessels, w^bich I was i 
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formed were hid Bntannic majesty^s br^ Detrmt^ (lato 
the U. S. brig Adams^) and the brig Hunter, tfioiinting 
14 guns; but which afterwards proved to be ^e brig Ca* . 
ledonia, both said to be well armed and 'mamied, came 
down the lake, and ai\chored under the protection o[ fort 
Erie. Having been on the lines, for s6me time^^and, in a 
measure, inactively employed, I determined to make aa 
attack, and, if possible, get possession of them. A strong 
inducement to this attempt, arose from a conviction that, 
with these two vessels, added to those I have purchased, 
and am fitting out, I should be able to meet the remainder 
of the British force, on the Upper Lakes, and save an in- 
calculable expence and labour to the government ~ 

On the morning of their arrival, I heard that our sea- 
men were but a short distance from this place, and imme- 
diately dispatched an express to the officers, directing 
them to use all possible dispatch, in getting their men to 
this place, as I nad important service to perform. On , 
their arrival, which was about 12 o'clock, I discovered 
that they had only twenty pistols, and neither cutlasses 
nor battle-axes. But, on application to Generals Smyth 
and Hall, of the regulars and militia, I was supplied with 
^ few arms ; and Gren. Smyth was so good, on my request, 
as immediately to detach 50 men from the regulars, armed 
with musquets. 

By 4 o clock, P. M. I had my men selected, and sta- 
tioi^ed in two boats, which I had previously prepared for 
the purpose. With these boats, 50 men in each, and un** 
der circumstances very disadvantageous, my men having 
. scarcely had time to refresh themselves, after a fatiguing 
tnarch of 500 miles, I put off from the mouth of BuBaloe 
creek, at 1 o'clock, the following morning, and at 3, 1 was 
alon'ff side thd vessels. In the space of about 10 minutes, 
I had the prisoners all secured, the top-sails sheeted home, 
and the vessels under way. Unfortunately, the wind was 
Rot sufficiently strong to get me up against a rapid cur- 
rent, into the lake, vmere 1 had understood another arm- 
ed vessel lay at anchor ; and I was obliged to run down 
the river, by the forts, under a heavy fire of roimd, grape^ 
and canister, firom a number of pieces of heavy ordnance, 
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pud several pieces of flying artiUery, was ^^MnpeUiKl to an- 
chor at the aistance of about 400jp^ards from two of tlmr 
batteries. After the i&char^ of the first gun^^whtch was 
from the flying artillery, I hailed ^ ahoov, aod observed 
to the (^eer, tlmt i£ another gun was fired, I would bring 
the prisoners on deck, and ei^pose them to the same &to we 
should all share ; Imt, notwithstanding, they disregarded 
the caution, and continued a constant, and destructive fire* 
One single moment's reflection^ determined me not to com- 
mit an act, that would subject me to the imputatiim of bar- 
barity. The Caledonia had been beached, in as safe a 
position as the circumstances would admit of, und^ one 
of our batteries at Black Rock. I now brought all the 
ins of the Detroit on one side, next the enemy, stati<Hled 
e men at them, and directed a fire, which ccmtinued as 
Ipng as our ammunition lasted, and circumstances permit- 
ted. During the contest, I endeavored to get the jDetroit 
on oiie side, by sounding a line, (there being no wind,) on 
shore, with aU the line I could muster; but, the current 
being so strong, the boat could not reach the shore. I 
then hailed our shore, and requested that warps woiild be 
made fast on land, and s^nt on board ; the attempt proved 
useless. As the fire was such as would, in all probability, 
sink the vessel in a short time, I determined to 'drift doMm 
the river, out of reach of th^ batteries, and make a stand 
against the flying artillery. 

I, accordingly, cut the cable, made sail Mrith very Kght 
airs, and at that instant discovered that the pilot had ab'anh 
doned me. I dropped astern for about ten minutes, when 
r was brought up on our shore, on Squaw Island — got the 
boarding-boat ready, had the prisoners put in, and sent on 
shore, with directions for the officer, to return for me, and 
what property We could ffet from the brig ; he did not re- 
turn, owing to the difficulty of the boats getting ashore. 
Discovering a skiff*, under the counter, I put the four re- 
maining pnsoners in the boat, and, with my officers, I went 
on shore to bring the boat off. I asked tor protection to 
the brig, of Lieut. Col. Scott, who readily gave it At 
this moment, I discovered a boat, with about 40 soldiers, 
firom the British side, making for the brig; they got on 
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board, but w«re sooa conqpelled to abandon her, wi^ 
the I088 of nearly all their men. During the whole of 
this mocniag, both parties kept up, alternately, a conti^* 
iiued fire upon the bri|f, and so much injured her, that 
k was impossible to bme ftmted her ; sereral bhot in 
her bends» her sails in ribbons, and rigging all cut in 
pieces. . * 

To my officers and men, I feel und^r great obliga*- 
lion ; to Gapt Towson, and Lieut* Roach, of the 2d 
regiment of artillery, Ensign Prestman, of the infantry^ 
Capt Chapin, Mr. John M'Comb, Messrs. Town, Oain^ 
OTerslocks, and Sloan, resident gentlemen of Bufialoe, 
for their soldier and sailor-like conduct ; in a word» 
air, ereiy man fought, as with their hearts, animated 
<Miiy by the honor and interest of their country. ^ 

The prisoners, I have turned over to the military. 
The Detroit mounted 6 six pounder long guns, a C091* 
mandiag Lieutenant of marmes, a boatswain and gunner, 
and 56 men— about 30 American prisoners oh board, 
musquets, pistols, cutlasses, and battle axes. In board- 
ing Mr, I lost one man, one officer wounded, Mr. John 
C. Cummings, acting Midshipman, a bayonet through 
the lee*— his conduct was correct, and deserves the no- 
tice of the Department. The Caledonia mounted two 
small guns, Uunderbusses, pistols, musquets, cutlasses, 
and boarding-pikes; 12 men, including officers, and 
10 prisoners on board ; the l>oat, boarding her, com- 
manded by sailing-master George Watts, mio perform- 
ed his duty in a masterly style ; but one man killed, 
and four wounded badly. I enclose you a list of the 
officers and men engaged in the enterprise, and also* a 
view of the lake andnver, in the different situations of 
attack : in a day or two, I shall forwaid the names of 
the prisoners. The Caledonia belongs to the North- 
West Company, loaded with furs, worai, I understand, 
200,000 ddAars. 

I have tiie honor, kc. 

JESSE D. ELLIOTT. 

HmL P. HamUUm, Sec Navy. 



CAPTURE OF THE JAVA. 

C0fjf 9f a iMtrfimik Cwmodmn WiUimn Baimbridgf^ U (&« SecreUfif 

cf the Navy^ deUd 

27. States Frigate QmsHtutioHf 

St Salmdore, 3d Jan. 1813^ 

S [R — ^I have the honor to inform you, that on the 29tli 
ult at 2, P- M. in S. lat 13, 6, and W. Ion. 88, about 
10 leagues distance from the coast of Brasils^ I fell in 
with, and captured his B. M. frigate Java, of 49 guns, 
and upwards of 400 men, commanded by Captain Laim 
bert, a very distinguished officer. The action lasted 1 
hour and 55 minutes, in which time the enemy was com* 
pletely dismasted, not having a spar of any kind stand- 
ing. The loss on board the Constitution, was 9 kUled» 
and 25 wounded, as per enclosed list. The enen^ had 
60 killed, and 101 wounded, certainly ; (among the lat- 
ter, Capt. Lambert, mortally,) but, by the enclosed 
letter, written on board this ship, (by one 6f the offi- 
cers of the Java,) and accidentally found, it is evident 
that the enemy's wounded must have been much great- 
er than as above stated, and who must have died v^t thekr 
wounds, previously to their being removed-^the letter 
states, 60 killed, and 1 70 wounded. 

For further details of the action, I beg leave to refer 
you to the enclosed extracts from my journal. The 
Java had, in addition to her own crew, upwards of 109 
supernumerary officers and seamen, to join the British 
ships of war, in the East Indies ; also Lieut. Cieneral 
Hvslop, appointed to the command of Bombay, Major 
Walker* and Capt. Wood, of his staff, and Capt. Maiv 
shall, master and commander in the British navy, ^oiog 
to tl^ East Indies, to take command of a sloop ol war. 
Should I attempt to do justice^ by represeMation* to 
d^ brave and good conduct of all my officers and crew» 
during the action, I should &il in the attempt ; tiiere- 
foret suflSce it to sa^r, that the whole of their conduct 
was such as to rnent my highest encomium&-~I beg 
teave to recommend the officers^ particularly, to the 
notice of government, as also the unfortunate seamen. 
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who were wounded, and the families 'of those brave 
men who fell in the action. The great distance from 
our own coast, and the ^rfect wreck we made of the 
enemy's fri^te, forbade every idea of attempting to 
take her to the U. States ; I had, therefore, no altema- 
tiTe but burning her, which I did, on the 31st ult. after 
receiTing all i& prisoners and their baggage, which 
was rery, tedious work, only having 1 boat left, out of 
8; and not one left on board the Java. 
. On blowii^ up the frigate Java, I proceeded to this 
place, where 1 have landed all the prisoners on their 
parole, to return to England, and there remain until 
regularly exchanged ; and not to serve in their jiro^-* 
iiMol eapaeilus^ in any place, or in any manner what* 
ever, against die U. S. of America, until regularly tx- 
thanged« 

1 have the honor, &c« 

WILLIAM BAINBRIDGE. 
Him. See. Navjf. 

LIST OF KHiiLBD AND WOUNDED, 
On hmr4 Oc V. SiaUs Ffyraie CMsiUmHan, under the eenmandef 
Cmu Wm, Bmmbri^e^ in an acUon wUh his B. M. FrigeAe Jwa^ 
Hemnf Lambert^ Esq. esmmander^ Dee. 20, 18 12. 

Killed, 9 — Wmmded, Com. Bainbridge, Lieut, Ayl- 
win. Master's Mate, Waldo, and Qn Master Wood- 
bury, 4— ^Fbunibtf, Seamen and Marines, 21 — total 34. 

A. A* EVANS, Surgemu 
R. C. LUDLOW, Purser. 

W. Bainbridge. 



The fMmntig isa Ust efhis B.M. military and nasal ejfieers^por 
reUM ol St. Sahadare^ by Cam. Bainhri4ge^ Tts* 

One Lieut General, 1 Major, 1 Captain, (military 
officers,) 1 Po8t*Captain, 1 Master and C!ommander, 5 
lieutenants, 3 Lieuts. of Marines, 1 Surgeon, 2 A^ 
Surj^eons, 1 Purser, 15 Midshipmen, 1 Gunner, 1 Boat- 
swain, 1 Master, 1 Carpenter, 2 Capts. Clerks — making 
28 officers, and 323 petty dSScers, seamen, and marines ; 
add 161, the killea and wounded, and it will appear 
^at 512 men were on board the Java. 
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At 2, 10, P: M. commenced the action, witMn good 
grape and canister distance, the enemy to windward, 
(but much further than I wished,) — at 2, 30, our wheel 
was shot entirely away — 2, 40, determined to close 
with the enemy, notwithstanding , his raking; set the 
fore and main sail, and luffed up close to him. — 2, 50, 
the enemy's jib-boom got foul of our mizen rigging — 
3, the enemy's bowfeprit-head, and jib-boom, shot away 
by us— 3, 5, shot away the enemy's foremast, by the 
board — 3, 15, shot away the main top-mast, just above 
the cap — 3, 40, shot away gaff, and spanker boom— 

3, 55, shot away his mizen mast, just by the boacd — 

4, 5, having silenced the fire of the enemy completely, 
and his colors and main rigging being down, supposed 
he had struck ; then hauled aboard the courses, to shoot 
ahead, to repair our rigging, which was extremely cut, 
leaving the enemy a complete wreck ; soon after, dis- 
covered the enemy's flag was still flying — ^hove too, to 
repair some of our damage — ^4, 20, the enemy's main 
mast went by the board— 4, 50, wore ship, and stood 
for the enemy — 5, 25, got very close to the enemy, in 
a very effectual raking position^ athwart his bows, and 
was at the very instant of raking him, when he most 
prudently struck his flag; for, had he suffered the 
broadside to have raked him, his additional loss must 
have been extremely great. 

W. BAINBRIDGE. 

WINCHESTER'S AFFAIR. 

Cofjf of a letter from Brig. Qen^Wincheeter^ (now a prisoner of War^ 

to the Secretary of War. 

Maiden, January 23d I S13. 

SIR — A detachment from the left wing of the N. 
W. Army, under my command, at Frenchtown, on th« 
River Raisin, was attacked on the 22d inst. by a force, 
greatly superior in number, aided by several pieces of 
artillery. The action commenced at the dawn of day ; 

K 
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the picket guards were driven in, and a heavy fire open- 
ed on the whole line, by which a part thereof was 
thrown into disorder ; and, being ordered to retire a 
small distance, in order to form on more advantageous 
ground, I found the enemy doubling our left flank, 
with force and rapidity. 

A destructive fire was sustained for some time ; at 
length, borne down by numbers, the few of us that re- 
mained, with the party that retired from the lines, sub- 
mitted. 

The remainder of our force, in number about 400, 
continued to defend themselves, with great gallantry, 
in an unequal contest, against small arms and artillery, 
until I was brought in as a prisoner, to that part of the 
field occupied by the enemy. . 

At this latter place, I understood that our troops 
were defending themselves, in a state of desparationv 
and was informed by the commanding officer of the 
enemy, that he would afibrd them an opportunity of 
surrendering themselves, prisoners of war; to which I 
acceded. I was the more ready to make the surrender, 
that, unless done quickly, the buUdings adjacent would 
be immediately set on fire/ and that no responsibility 
would be taken for the conduct of the savages, who 
were then assembled in great numbers. In this criti- 
cal situation, being desirous to preserve the lives of a 
number of our brave fallows, who still held out, I sent 
a flag lo them, and agreed with the commanding oflScer 
of the enemy, that they should be surrendered, prison- 
ers of war, on condition of being protected from the 
savages, allowed to retain their private property, and 
having their side-arms returned to them. It is impos- 
sible for me to ascertain, with certainty, the loss we 
have sustained in this action, from the impracticability 
of knowing the number who made their escape. 

Thirty-five officers, and about 487 non-commissioned 
officers and privates, are prisoners of war — our loss, in 
killed, is considerable. 

However unfortunate may seem the affair of yester- 
day, I am flattered by a beliefrtliat no material error 
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IS chargeable upon myself, and that still less censure is 
deserved by the troops I had the honor of commanding. 

With the exception of that portion of our force 
which was thrown into disorder, ho troops have ever 
behaved with a more determined intrepidity.. The In- 
dians have, still, a few prisoners in their possessioii, 
which, r hope, will be given up to Col. Proctor, at 
Sandwich. 

I have the honor, &c. 

JAS- WINCHESTER, Brig. Gen. 

Secretary of War. 



FURTHER REPORT. 

Copy of a letter from Gen. Winchester to the Secretary of War^ dated 

Fort George, U. Canada, II th Feb. 1813. 
SIR— The first charge which my troops received, on 
the 22d ult at the river Raisin, was from the 41st regh- 
ment of British regulars ; out of 300 of these troops, 30 
fell dead upon the field, and about one hundred wound- 
ed were removed from the ground. It is impossible to 
say how many of the Canadian militia, and his majes- 
ty's allies, fell ; but the number must have been very 
great, as they were exposed, for 4 hours, to a continued 
and heavy fire from our musquets and rifles, our men 
being behind a breast-work. - The action had endured 
about a quarter of an hour, when the right division of 
our troops, who were less secured by a breast-work, 
and exposed to a heavy fire from a body of Indians and 
militia, who had possessed themselves of some out- 
houses within their reach, were obliged to retreat from 
their lines in the encampment, for the purpose of oc- 
cupying ground less exposed. This retreat being dis- 
covered by the enemy, the whole Indian force, togeth- 
er with a portion of the militia, bore down upon theni 
with redoubled violence, and prevented, by their supe- 
riority of numbers, and the severity of their fire, the 
practicability of ever again forming this portion of our 
troops in order of battle. It was from this division 
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that our principal loss was sustained, few mdeed hav- 
ing escaped. Every effort, in vain, was employed to 
form them in some order of action, as affording the only 
nrieans of either repelling the pursuers, or regaining the 
temporary breast-work, from behind which, the remain- 
vmr pari of our troops still gallantly defended them- 
selves ; but every exertion was in vain employed, and 
tht very few who survived, ot the party, surrendered 
as prisoners to the enemy. 

Our loss, in this action, will be ascertained by the 
list lierewilh enclosed. Among the killed, I have to 
lament several braveand valuable officers, some of whom 
had disliriguij?bed themselves in the action of the evening 
of the I8ih, and fell on the 22d, while una vailingly en- 
gaged in rallying the troops, who retreated in disorder 
from the lines. Among those, the loss of Gol. John Allen 
and Major Elijah M*Clannahan, is to be particularly 
regretted, as also Captain John H. Woolfolk, one of 
my aids-de-camp ; their exertions were unsuccessful, 
notwithstanding every possible exertion was employ- 
ed ; they bravely fell in discharge of their respective 
duties. While I regret the fate of those who bravely 
fell upon this occasion, I should do injustice to pass 
over, without notice, the few partakers in their danger, 
who were fortunate to survive them. To Lieut. Col. 
William Lewis, who commanded on \he 18th, and to 
Captain. John Overton, rpy aid-de-camp, who attended 
my person on the field, my thanks are particularly due, 
for their prompt and willing exertion, during every pe- 
riod of the conflict. To the officers and soldiers, who 
bravely maintained their ground in the temporary for- 
tifications, too much praise cannot be bestowed. As- 
sailed by numbers greatly superior, supported by six 
pieces of artillery, constantly employed, they gallantly 
defended, with small arms alone, for near four hours of 
constant battle. No troops ever behaved with more 
cool and determined bravery ; from the commanding 
officer down to the private soldier, there was scarce a 
single abandonment of duty ; and at the last, when their 
ammunition was nearly exhausted^ and sun*ounded by 
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the enemy, greatly superior in number and the means 
of war, surrendered with a reluctance rarely to be found 
upon similar occasions. The officers commanding in 
the breast-work, and who deserve particular notice, if 
distinction could easily be drawn, were Majors Benja- 
min Graves and George Madison ; Captains Higbtower, 
Hart, Williams, Cholier, Sebree, Hamilton, Keleby, 
Bledsoe, Ballard, and James; Brigade-major James 
Garrard, Adjutant John M'Calla, and duarter-master 
Pollard Keen ; they defended themselves to the last/ 
with great gallantry, and merit my warmest gratitude, 
as well as the highest praise of their country. 
With sentiments of the highest respect, &c. 

J. WINCHESTEK, Brig. Gen. V. 8. A. 
Han. Sec. at Wofr. 

Our loss in killed and missing is 397 — ^the wounded 
being included in the list of prisoners forwarded. 



CAPTURE OF THE PEACOCK. 

Coyy of alitterfrom Captain James Lawrence^ of the U, S. Sloop of 
WarHometi to the Secretary of the Navy. 

♦ 

U. S, Ship Hornet, 

Holmes' Hole, March 19, 1813. 

SlR-t^I have the honor to inform you of the arrival 
^t this port, of the U. S ship Hornet, under my com- 
mand, from a cruise of 1 45 days ; and to state to you^ 
that, after Com. Bainbridge left the coast of Brazils, 
(January 6,) I continued off the harbor of St. Salva- 
dore, blockading the Bonne Citoyenne, until the 24th, 
when the Montague, 74, hove in sight, and chased me 
into thi^ harbor ; but, night coming on, I wore, and 
stood out to the southward. 

Knowing that he had left Rio Janeiro, for the ex- 
press purpose of relieving the Bonne Citoyenne, and the 
Packet (which I had also blockaded 14 days, add 
obliged her to send her mail to Rio in a Portuguese 
smack,) I judged it most prudent to shift my ciiiising 
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ground, and hauled by the wind to the Westward, with 
a yiew of cruising off Peniambucca, and, on the 4th of 
February, captured the English brig Resolution, of 10 
guns, from Kio Janeiro, bound to Maranham, with cof- 
fee, jerked beef, flour, fustic, and butter, and about 
23,000 dollars in specie. As she sailed dull, and I 
could ill spare hands to man her, I took out the money 
and set her on fire. I then ran down the coast for Ma- 
ranham, and cruised there a short time ; from thence, 
run off Surinam. After cruising off that coast, from 
the 15th until the 22d February, without meeting a 
vessel, I stQod for Demarara, with an intention, should 
I not be fortunate on that station, to run through the 
W. Indies, on my way to the U. States ; but on the 
24th, in the morning, I discovered -a brig to leeward, 
to which I gave chace ; run into quarter less four, and 
not having a pilot, was obliged to haul off, the fort, at 
the entrance of Demarara nver, bearing S. W. distant 
two and a half leagues. Previous to giving up the 
chace, I discovered a vessel at anchor, without the bar, 
with English colours flying, apparently a brig of war. 
In beating round Carobana bank, in order to get to her, 
at half past 3, P. M. I discovered another sail on my 
weather quarter, edging down for us— at 4, 20, she 
hoisted English colors, at which time we discovered 
her to be a large man of war brig — ^beat to quarters, 
and cleai-ed ship for action, and kept close by the wind, 
in order, if possible, to get the weather-guage — at 5, 10, 
finding I could weather the enemy, I hoisted Ameri- 
can colors, and tacked — at 5, 25, in passing each other, 
exchanged broadsides, within half pistol shot. Observ- 
ing the enemy in. the act of wearing, I bore up, receiv- 
ed his starboard broadside, run him close on board, on 
the starboard quarter,, and kept up such a heavy and 
'well-directed fire, that in less than 15 minutes she sur- 
rendered, (being totally cut to pieces) and hoisted an 
ensign union down from his fore rigging, as a signal of 
distress. Shortly after, her main mast went by the 
board — dispatched Lieut. Shubrick on board, who. soon 
returned with her Ist Lieut, who reported her to be hi3 
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B. M. late brig Peacock, commanded by Capt. William 
Peake, who fell in the latter part of the action ; that a 
number of her crew were killed and wounded, and that 
she was sinking fast, she having then six feet water in 
her hold — dispatched the boats immediately for the 
wounded, and brought both vessels to anchor. Such 
shot-holes as could be got at, were then plugged^ guns 
thrown overboard, and every possible exertion used to 
keep her afloat, until the prisoners could be removed, 
by pumping and bailing — but without effect, as dtie un- 
fortunately sunk, in five and a half fathom% jwater, car* 
ry ing down 1 3 of her crew, and three of my' brave fel- 
lows, viz. John Hart, Joseph Williams, and Hannibal 
Boyd. Lieut. Conner and Midshipman Cooper, and 
the remainder of ray men, employed in removing the 
prisoners, with difficulty saved themselves, by jumping 
into a boat that was lying on the booms, as she went 
down. Four men, of the 1 3 mentioned, were so fortu- 
nate as to gain the fore-top, and were afterwards taken 
off by our boats. Previous to her going down, four of 
her men took to her stern boat, that had been much 
damaged during the action, who, I sincerely hope, 
reached the shore ; but, from the heavy sea, running at 
that time, the shattered state of the boat, and difficulty 
of landing on the coast, I am fearful they were lost — 
I have not been able to ascertain, from her officers, the 
exact number of killed. Capt. Peake, and 4 men, were 
found dead on board; the Master, one Midshipman, 
Carpenter and Captain^s Clerk, and 29 men wounded, 
most of them very severely, 3 of which died of their 
wounds after being removed, and 9 drowned. — Our 
loss was trifling, in comparison ; John Place killed, 
Samuel Coulson, and Jos. Dalrymple, slightly wound- 
ed ; our rigging and sails were very much cut ; one 
shot through the foremast, and bowsprit slightly injured. 
Our hull received little or no damage. 

At the time 1 brought the Peacock to action, the 
Espeigle, (the brig mentioned as being at anchor,) 
mounting sixteen 3i2lb. carronades, and 2 lon^ nines,, 
lay about 6 miles in shore of me, and could plainly see 
the whole of the action. — Apprehensive she would beat 
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out to the assistance of her consort, such exertions vrere 
used hj my officers ani crew» in repairing damages, &c. 
that by nine o'clock our boats were stowed, a new set of 
sails bent, and the ship completely ready for action. At 
2, R M. ^ot under way, and stood hj the wind to the 
northward and westward, under easy sail. On mustering 
next morning, found we had 277 souls on board, (includ- 
ing the crew of the American l?rig Hunter, of Portland, 
taken a few days before, by the Peacock,) and, as we had 
been on two-thirds allowance of provisions, for some time, 
and had bu^ 3,400 gallons of water on board, I reduced 
the allowance to 3 pints a man, and determined to make 
the best of my way to the V. States. 

The Peacock was deservedly styled one of the finest 
Tessels of her class in the British navy. I should judge 
her to be about the tonnage of the Hornet ; her beam 
was greater, by 5 inches, but her extreme length not so 
great, by 4 feet. She mounted sixteen 24 jpr. carronades, 
2 long nines, one 12 pr. carronade on her top-gallant 
forecastle, as a shifting gun, and one 4, or 6 pounder, and 
2 swivels, mounted aft. I find, by her quarter bill, that 
her crew consisted of 134 men, 4 of whom were absent in 
a prize. 

The cool and determined conduct of my officers and 
crew, during the action, and their almost unexampled ex- 
ertions afterwards, entitle them to my warmest acknow- 
ledgments; and I beg leave, most earnestly, to recom- 
mend them to the notice of government. 

By the indisposition of Lieut. Stewart, I was deprived 
of the services of an excellent officer ; had he been able 
to stand on the deck, I am confident his exertions would 
not have been surpassed by any one on board. I should 
be doing injustice to the merits of Lieut. Shubrick, and 
, acting Lieutenants Conner and Newton, were I not to re- 
comfi^nd them particularly to your notice. Lieut. Shu- 
bnck was in the actions with the Guerriere and Java — 
Caplc^ Hull, and Commodore Bainbridge can bear tes- 
timotiya^ tohiscoolnessandgood conducton both occasions. 

With the greatest respect, I am, &e. 
Han. W. J&tus, 8ec. Navy. JAS. LAWRENCE. 
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BATTLE OF YORK. 

Copies of letters from Major4jeneral Henry Dearborn^ to the SeeretOr 

ry of War y dated 

Head-Quarters t York, Capitol of U. C. 

April 27, 1813—8 o'clock, P. M. 
SIR — ^We are in full possession of this place, after a 
sharp conflict, in which we lost some brave officers and 
soldiers. Gen. Sheaffe commanded the British troops, 
militia and Indians, in person.-— We shall be prepared to 
sail for the next objdBl of the expedition, the first favoura- 
ble wind.^ I have to lament the loss of the brave and ac^ 
tive Brig Gen. Pike. 

I am, &c. 

H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. J. Armstrong. 



Head-Quarters, York, Capitol of U. C. 

April 28, 1813* 

SIR—-' After a detention of some days, by adverse winds, 
we arrived at this place yesterday mgming, and at eight 
o'clock commencea landmg the troops, about three miles 
westward from the town, and 4>ne and a half from the 
enemy's works. The wind was high, and in an unfavora- 
ble direction for the boats, which prevented the landing 
the troops at a clear field, the scite of the ancient French 
fort Tarento ; it prevented, also, many of the armed ves- 
sels from taking positions, which would have, most efiec^ 
*tually, covered our landing — ^but every thing that could 
be done was effected. 

The riflemen, under Major Forsyth, first landed, un- 
der a heavy fire from Indians, and other troops. General 
Sheaffe commanded in person : he had collected his whole 
force in the woods, near the point where the wind com- 
pelled our troops to land ; his ferce consisted ef 700 re- 
gulars and militia, and 100 Indians. Major Forsyth was 
supported as promptly as possible ; but tiie contest was 
sharp and severe for nearly half an hour, and thef enemy 
were repulsed by a number far inferior to theirs. As sooix 
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as Gen. Pike landed, with 7 or 800 men, and the remain- 
der of the troops were pushing for the shore, the enemjr 
retreated to their works. Our troops were now formed 
on the ground, originally intended tor their landing, ad- 
vanced tnrough a thick wood, and after carrying one bat- 
tery by assault, were moving in colunms towards the main 
work ; when within 60 rods of this, a tremendous explo- 
sion took place, from a magazine previously prepared, and 
which threw out such immense quantities of stone, as most 
seriously to injure our troops. 1 have not yet been able 
to collect the returns of the killed and wounded ; but our 
loss will, I fear, exceed 100 ; and among these, I have to 
lament the loss of that brave and excellent officer. Brig. 
Gen. Pike, who received a contusion from a large stone, 
which terminated his valuable life within a few hours. — 
Previously to this explosion, the enemy had retired into 
the town, excepting a party of regulars, to the number of 
forty, who did not escape the shock, and were destroyed. 
Gen. Sheaffe moved on, with the regular troops, and left 
directions with the commanding officer of the militia, to 
make the best terms he could. In the mean time, all fur- 
ther resistance, on the part of the enemy, ceased ; and the 
outlines of a Capitulation were agreed on. 

As soon as I learned that Gen. Jrike had been wounded, 
1 went on shore ; to the General, I had been induced to 
confide the immediate attack, from a knowledge that it 
was his wish, and that he would have felt mortified had 
it not been given to him. 

Our loss m the morning, and in carrying Ihe first batte- 
ry, was not great ; perhaps 40 or 50 lulled and wounded, 
and of them a full proportion of officers. Notwithstand- 
ing the enemy's advantage in position, and numbers, in 
the commencement of the action, their loss was greater 
than ours, especially iq officers. 

I am under the greatest obligations to Com. Chauncey, 
for his able and indefatigable exertions, in every possible 
manner which could give facility and efiect to me expedi- 
tion ; he is equally estimable for sound judgment, bravery, 
and industry; the government could not have made a 
more fortunate selection. 
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Unfortunately the enemy's"armed ship, Prince Regent, 
left this place, for Kingston, a few days before we arrived. 
A large ship, on the stocks, and nearly planked up» and 
much naval stores, were set fire to by the enemy, soon 
after the explosion of the magazine ; a considerable quan- 
tity of military stores, and provisions, remain, but no ves- 
sels fit for use. 

We have not the means of transporting the prisoners, 
and must, of course, leave them on parole. 

I hope we shall. so far complete what is necessary to be 
done here, as to be able to sail to-morrow for Niagara, 
whither I send jthis, by a amall vessel, with notice to Gen. 
Lewis, of our approach. „ ^ 

1 have ..the honor, &c. 

H. DEARBORN. 

Hon. Sec. War. 



TRANSPORTATION OF TROOPS TO YORK. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chauncey^ to the Secretary of the Navy, 

U. 8. Ship Madison, at anchor y 

Off Yorky 28th April, 1813. 
SIR — ^Agreeably to your instructions, and arrange- 
ments, made with Major-General Dearborn, I took on 
board the squadron, under my command, the General and 
suite, and about 1 700 troops, and left Sacket's Harbor on 
the 25th inst. for this place. We arrived here yesterday 
morning, and took a position about one mile to the soutn 
and westward of the enemy's principal fort, and as near 
the shore as we could, with safety to the vessels. The 
place fixed upon, by the Maj. Gen. and myself, for land- 
ing the troops, was the scite of the old French fort, Ta- 
ranta. The debarkation commenced about 8 o'clock, A. 
M. and was completed about 10 ; the wind blowing heavy 
from the eastward, the boats fell to leeward of the posi- 
tion fixed upon, and were, in consequence, exposed to a 
galling fire from the enemy, who had taken a position in 
a thick wood, near where the first troops landed ; how- 
ever, the cool intrepidity of the officers and men, oyer- 
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came every ebstacle. Their attack upon the enemj was 
so vigorous, that he ^ed in every direction, leaving a great 
many of his killed and wounded upon the field. As soon 
as the troops were landed, I directed the schooners to take 
a position near the forts, ia order that the attack upon 
them, by the army and navy, might be simultaneous. The 
schooners were obliged to beat up to their position, which 
they ilid in very handsome order, under a very heavy fire 
from the enemy^s batteries, and took a position within 
about 600 yards of their principal fort, and opened a 
heavy cannonade upon the enemy, which did great execu- 
tion, and very mucn contributed to their final destruction. 

The troops, as soon as landed, were formed under the 
immediate orders of Gen. Pike, who led, in a most gallant 
manner, the attack upon the forts, and after having car- 
ried two redoubts, in tneir approach to the principal work, 
(the enemy having previously laid a train,) blew up big 
magazine, which, m its effects upon our troops, was dread- 
ful, iiaving killed and wounded many ; and among the for- 
mer, the ever to be lamented Brig. Gen. Pike. His death, 
at this time, is much to be regretted, as he had the per- 
fect confidence of the Maior-General ; and his own activity, 
zeal, and experience, make his loss a national one. 

In consequence of the fall of Gen. Pike, the command 
of the troops devolved, for a time, upon Col. Pierce, who 
soon after took possession of the town. At about 2, P. 
M. the American flag was substituted for the British, and, 
at about 4, our troops were in quiet possession of the 
town. 

As soon as Gen. Dearborn learnt the situation of Gen. 
Pike, he landed, and assumed the command. — ^I have the 
honor of enclosing a copy of the capitulation, which was 
entered into, and approved by General Dearborn, and 
myself. 

The enemy set fire to some of his principal stores, con- 
taming large quantities of naval and military stores, as 
well as a large ship, upon the stocks, and nearly finished. 
The only vessel found there, is the Duke of Gloucester, 
underffoms^ repairs ; the Prince Regent left here, on the 
24th, tor Kingston. We have not yet had a return made 
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0f the naval and militarj stores, consequentlj can form no 
correct idea of the quantity, but havo made arrangements 
to have all taken on board, that we can receive— -the rest 
will be destroyed. I have to regret the death of Midship- 
men Thompson and Hatfield, and several seamen killed ; 
the returns from the di£ferent vessels have not jet been 
made. 

I cannot speak in too much praise of the cool intrepedi*- 
tj of the ofiteers and men, generally, under mj command ; 
and I feel myself particularly indebted to the officers, 
commanding vessels, for their zeal in seconding all my 
views. 

I have the honor, &c« 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. W. Jones* 

On board the squadron, there Were 4 killed, and 8 
wounded — ^total, 12. 

TERMS OF CAPITULATION, 

Entered into, on the 27tfa of April, 1813, for the surrender of the 
town of York, in Upper Canada, to the Army and Navy of the U. 
Statess under the command of Maj. Gen. Dearborki, and Commo- 
dore Chauncey. 

That the troops, regular and militia, at this post, and 
the naval officers and seamen, shall be surrendered prison- 
ers of war— the troops, regular and militia, to ground their 
arms, immedi^ately on parade, and the naval officers and 
seamen be immediately surrendered. 

That all public stores, naval and military, shall be im- 
mediately given up, to the commanding officers of the ar- 
my and navy of the U. States ; all private property shall 
be guaranteed to the citizens of the town oi York. 

That all papers belonging to the civil officers, shall be 
retained by them ; — that such surgeons, as may be pro- 
cured to attend the wounded of the British regulars, and 
Canadian militia, shall not be considered prisoners of war. 

That 1 Lieut. Colonel, 1 Major, 13 Captains, 9 Lieuten- 
ants, 1 1 Ensigns, 1 Quarter-master, 1 Dep. Adj. General^ 
of the militia, 19 sergeants, 4 corporals, and 204 rank and 
file ; ef the field train department, 1 ; of the provincial 
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Havj, 1 Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 2 Midshipmen, 1 Captain^s 
Clerk, 1 ^Boatswain, 15 naval artificers. Of his majesty's 
regular troops, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Sergeant-Major ; and of 
the royal artillery, 1 Bombardier, and 3 Gunners, shall 
be surrendered as prisoners of war, and accounted for in 
the exchange of pnsoners, between the United States and 
Great Britain. 
(Signed) 

G. S. MrrCHELU Lieot. Col. 3d, A. U. S. 
SAML. S. CONNER, MaJ. and Aid to Gen. Dearboro. 
WM. KING. Major, 15 U. S. Infantry. 
D. ELLIOT, Lieat. U S. Nary. 



W. CHEWITT, Lieat. Col comg. 3d Reg. York M . 
W. ALLEN, Mai. 3d Reg. York MiliUa, 
F. GAURREAU, Lieut. M. Dpt. 



Our loss was, 14 killed in battle, and 38 by the explo- 
sion — 32 wounded in battle, and 222 by the explosion ; 
total, killed and wounded, 306. 



FURTHER ACCOUNT. 

Extraei of a iMer fr§m Maj, Qeneral Henry Dearborn^ to the Seere- 

tatyrfWar^ dated 

• 

Niagara, May 3d. 
As nearly as I have been able to ascertain, the loss of 
the enemy, in the late affair of York, amounted to 100 
killed, 200 prisoners, and 300 wounded. I have not been 
able to ascertain, precisely, the amount of militia put on 
their parole ; I presume it could not be less than 500. — 
There was an immense depot of naval and military stores. 
York was a magazine for Niagara, Detroit, &c. and, not- 
withstanding the immense amount which was destroyed 
by them, we found mora than we could bring off. Gen. 
I^eafife's baggage and papers fell into my hands. The 
papers are a valuable acquisition.— A SCALP was found 
m the Executive and Legislative Council Chamber, sus- 
pended near the speaker's chair, in company with the 
mace. 

H. DEARBORN. 
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AMERICAN PROTECTION. 

V 

Headquarters^ Baltimorty Qtk May. 1813. 

SIR— -It becomes my dutjr to represent to your excel- 
lency, that a citizen of the U. States, and &n inhabitant of 
Havre-de-Grace for the last fifteen yeaf s, named O'Neale, 
has been recently taken in arms, and in defence of his pro* 

S3rty and family, at that place, by a detachment from his 
. M. fleet, serving mider your command ; and that the 
said O'Neale has been menaced with immediate and capi- 
tal punishment, as a trai^tor to the government of his 6. M. 
on the ground of his beine, by birth, an Irishman. No- 
thing, in the course of public duty, would be more pain- 
ful to me, than the obligation of resorting to the law of re- 
taliation on this, or any other occasion; but. Sir, in the 
event of O'Neale's execution, painful as may be the duty, 
it becomes unavoidable : and I am authorized and com- 
manded to state to your excellency, that two British sub- 
jects shall be selected, by lot pr otherwise, and immedi- 
ately executed. 

It is for your excellency to choose, whether a charac- 
ter of such barbarism be, or be not given to the war, 
waged under your immediate direction. 

I am, &c. 

HENRY MILLER, Brig. Gen. 
His Ex. J. B. Warren. 



ANSWER. 

H. M. 8. San Domingo, May 10, 1813. 

SIR — ^I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
of the 8th inst. respecting a man named O'Neale, taken 
by a detachment from the squadron, under the orders of 
Rear Admiral Cockbum. This man has been released, 
upon the application of the magistrates of Havre-de-Grace, 
on parole. I was not informed of this man being an Irish- 
man, or he would certainly have been detained, to account 
to his sovereign and country^ for being in arms against the 
British colors. I am, &c. 

J. B. WARRBN. 
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<3^EN. HARRISON'S ARMY. 

Bcpjf €f a lettir from Om. Harrison^ to AeSecreiary rf War^ doled 

Headquarters, Camp Meigs, 9th May, 1813. 
. SIR— -I have the honor to inform jou, that the enemy, 
having been several days making preparations for raising 
the siege of this post, accomplished this day the removal 
of their artillery, from the opposite bank, and about 12 
o'clock left their encampment below, were soon embark- 
ed, and out of sight— -I have the honor to enclose you an 
agreement between Gen. Proctor and myself, for the dis- 
chai^e of the prisoners of the Kentucky militia, in tiis pos- 
session, and for the exchange of the officers and men of 
the regular troops, which were respectively possessed by 
us. My anxiety to get the Kentucky troops released, as 
early as possible, induced me to agree to the dismission of 
all tne prisoners I had, although there was not as many of 
ours, in Gen. Proctor's possessicm ; the surplussage is to 
be accounted for, and an equal number of ours released 
from their parole, whenever the government may think 
proper to direct it 

The two actions on this side the river, on the 5th, were 
infinitely more important, and more honorable to our arms, 
than I had at first conceived. In the sortie made upon the 
left flank, Capt. Waring's company of the 19th regiment, 
a* detachment of 12 months volunteers, under Major Alex- 
ander, and three companies of Kentucky militia, under 
Col. BosweU, defeated, at least, double the number of In- 
dians and British miUtia. The sortie on the right was 
still more glorious. The British batteries, in that direc- 
tion, were defended by the grenadier and light infantry 
companies, of the 41st regiment, amounting to 200 effec- 
tives, and two companies of militia, flanked by a host of 
Indians. The detachment sent to attack these, consisted 
of all the men off du^, belonging to the companies of 
Croghan and Bradford, of the 17 th regiment, Langham, 
Elliotf 8, (late Graham's,) and Waring's, of the 19th, about 
80 of Major Alexander's volunteers, and a single compa- 
ny of Kentucky militia, under Captain Sebry, amounting, 
in the whole, to not more than 240. Yet the event of the 
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action was fiot a moinent doubtful ; and, had not the Bri* 
tish troops been covered in their retreat, by their aUieSf 
the whole of them Jivould have been taken. 

It is not possible for troops to behave better than our^s 
did, througnout ; all the officers exei1;ed themselves to ex- 
ecute my orders, and the enemy, who had a full view of 
our operations, from the opposite shore, declared that they 
had never seen so much work done, in so short a time. 

To all the commandants of corps, I feel particular obli- 
^tions; these were Col. Miller, of the 19th infantry. Col. 
Mills, of the Ohio militia, Major Stoddart, of the artillery, 
Major Ball, of the dragoons, and Major Johnson, of the 
Kentucky militia. 

Caf)tam Gratiot, of the engmeers, having been, for a 
long time, much indisposed, the task of forti^ring this post 
devolved on Captain Wood ; it could not have been placed 
in better hands. Permit me to recommend him to the 
President, and to assure you that any mark of his appro- 
bation, bestowed on Captain Wood, would be hi^ly gra- 
tifying to the whole of the troops, who witnessed his ar- 
duous exertions. 

From Major Hukill^ my aid-de-camp Major Graham, 
Lieutenant OTallon, and my volunteer aid-de-camp John 
Johnson, Esq. I received the most useful assistance. 

I have the nonor to enclose you a list of the killed and 
vtrounded, during the siiege, and in the two sorties ; those 
of the latter were much greater than I had at first ex- 
pected. 

Want of sleep, and the exposures to the continued raini 
which have fkllen alihost every day, for some time past, 
renders me incapable of mentibning many interesting par* 
trculars ; amongst others, a most extraordinary proposi-* 
tioii of Gen. Proctor's, on the subject of the Indians, with- 
in our bouh^ary ; this shall form the i^ubject of a commu- 
nication, to be made to-morrow or next day, and. for which 
I T^ilf provide a safer conveyance than that which carries 
diis. 

All the prisoners and deserters agree in s^in^, that 
the infdrmatioil given to Major Stocraard, by Rylwd, of 
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the Bi itish having launched a sloop of war, this spring, is 
incorrect; the most of them say, that ihe one now build-* 
ing wQl not be launched for many weeks. 

I am, &c. 

W. H. HARRISON, 
Hon. J. Armstrong. 

In the seiege, and the several sorties of the 5th instant, 
there was 81 killed, and 189 wounded — total, killed and 
wounded, 270. 



FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

Copy of a Dispat€hy from Maj. Qeneral William H. Harrison^ to the 

Secretary of War^ dated 

. 

Head-Quarters, Lower Sandusky, 

May 13, 1813. 

SIR — ^Having ascertained that the enemy (Indians as 
well as British,) had entirely abandoned the neighbor- 
hood of the Rapids, I left the command of Camp Meigs 
with General Clay, and came here last night. It is wim 
the greatest satisiaction I inform you, Sir^ that I have eve- 
ry reason to believe that the loss of the Kentucky troops, 
in killed, on the north side of the river, does not exceed 
fifty. ,On the 10th and 11th inst I caused the ground, 
wmch was the scene of action, and its environs, to be care* 
fully examined ; and, after the most diligent search, 45 
bodies only, of our men, were discovered ; amongst them 
was the leader of the detachment. Col. Dudley. No 
other officer of note fell in the action. I have strong rea- 
son to believe, that a considerable number of Kentucki- 
ans effiscted their retreat up the river, to fort Winchester. 
General Proctor did not furnish me with a return of the * 
priaoners in his possession, although repeatedly promised. 

Hift retreat was as precipitate as it could properly be, 
leaving a number of cannon-balls, a new elegant sling- 
carriage^ for cannon, and other valuable articles. The 
night before his departure, two persons that were employ- 
ed in the British gun-boats, (Americans by birth) desert- 
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ed to us— the information they gave me was very inter- 
esting ; they say that the Indians; 1 600, or 2000, left the 
British, the day before their departure, in a high state of 
dissatisfaction, from the great loss which they had sustain- 
ed in the several engagements of the 5th, and the failure 
of the British, in accomplishing their promise, of takingj 
the post at the Rapids. From the account given by these 
men, my opinion is confirmed of the great superiority of 
the enemy, which were defeated by our troops in the twe 
sallies, made on the 5th instant. ^ That, led by Col. Miller, 
did riot exceed 350 men ; and it is very certain that they 
defeated 200 British regulars, 150 militia men, and 4 or 
500 Indians. That American regulars, (although they 
were raw recruits,) and such men as compose the Pitts- 
burgh, Penn. and Petersburgh, Va. volunteers, should be- 
have w^U, is not to be wondered at; but, that a company 
of militia should mantain its ground, against four times its 
numbers, as did Captain Sebre's, of the Kentucky, is truly 
astonishing. These brave fellows were at length, how- 
ever, entirely surrounded by Indians, and would have been 
entirely cut off, but for the gallantry of Lieut. Gwynne, 
of the 19th regiment, who, with a part of Captain Elliott's 
company, chained the enemy, and released the Kentucki- 
ans. — You will receive, herewith, a monthly return of the 
troops, at Camp Meigs, for the last month ; the commu- 
nication with the other posts being cut off, the returns 
were not receivefi. A copy of Gen. Clay's report to me, 
of the manner of his executing my order, for the attack on 
the enemy's batteries, is likewise forwarded, by which it 
will be seen that my intentions were perfectly understood; 
and the great facility with which they might have been 
executed, is apparent to every individual who witnessed 
the scene ; indeed, the cannon might have been spiked, 
the carriages cut to pieces, the magazine destroyed, and 
the retreat effected to the boats, without the loss of a man, 
as none were killed in taking the batteries — so complete 
was the surprize. ^ 

An extensive open plain intervenes, between the river 
and the hill, upon which the batteries of the enemy were 
placed ; this plain was raked by 4 of our 18 pounders, a 
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12, and a 6 ; the enemy, even before their guns were 
flpiked, could not have brought one to bear upon it Sp 
perfectly secured was their retreat, that 150 men, who 
came on, effected it without loss, and brought off some of 
the wounded, one of them upon the backs oi his comrades. 
The Indians followed them to the woods, but dared not 
enter into the plain. 

I am unable to form a correct estimate of the enemy^s 
force^ The prisoners varied much in their accounts; 
those who made them least, stated the re^lars at 550, 
and the militia at 800 ; *but the number of Indians were* 
beyond comparison greater than have ever been brought 
into the field before ; numbers arrived after the siege com- 
menced. I have caused their camps, on the S. E. side 
of the river, to be particularly examined, and the general 
opinion is, that there could not have' been fewer on that 
side, than 10 or 1200— -they lyere, indeed the efficient 
force of the enemy. 

I am sorry to inform you, that Major Stoddard died the 
night before I left the Rapids, of a lock-jaw, produced by 
a slight wound, froqi a fragoient of a shell, which struck 
him on the thigh ; several ns^ve died in this way, from their 

great and unavoidable exposure to the cola ; but, per*^ 
aps, there were never so many instances of desperate 
wounds bemg likely to do well. The gallant Captain 
Bradford will recover. 

I shall go IVom here to Upper Sandusky, and shall take 
my station at Delaware, or Franklinton, until the troops 
are assembled. Gen. Clay, who commands at the Rapids, 
is a man of capacity, and entirely to be relied upon. 

I have the honor, &c. WM. H. HARRISON. 

Hon. J. Armstrongs Sec. War* 



GENERAL CLAY'S REPORT. 

Copy of a letter fram*Uen* Clay to Om. Harrison. 

Camp at Fort Meigs, May — , 1813. 

SIR — ^On the 5th instant, about 8 o'clock, A. M, de- 
fi^cendbg the Miami of the lake, about n^dway of the R&- 
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Eids^ with 1200 of th0 Kentucky troops, in eighteea 
ottomed boats, I was met by Capt Hamilton, and s^ sub* 
altera, who delivered me (as he said) the orders of Maj» 
Gen* Harrison, to the following effect : 

^^ You must detach about 800 men from your brigade, 
who will land at a point I will show, about one, or one 
and a half miles above the fort, and I will conduct them 
to the British batteries, on the left bank of the rivei^-— 
they must take possession of the enemy's cannon, spike 
them, cut down tne carriages, and return to their boats,'' 
observing that the British force, at their large batteries^ 
was inconsiderable; but that their main force was at the 
old garrison, about one and a half miles below, on the 
9ame side of the river — ^^ the balance of the men, under 
your command, must land on the right bank, opposite the 
first landings and will fight their way, through tne Indians^ 
to the fort"— observing that the route, thus to be taken, 
would be shown by a subaltern officer there, in company 
with Captain Hamilton, who would land the perouge at 
the point on the right bank, at which the boats would 
land. 

The order of descending the river in boats, was the 
same as the order of march, in line of battle, in solid co- 
lumn, each officer taking position according to his rank* 
Col. Dudley, the eldest Colonel, led the van, ukI in this 
order, the river had been descended. As soon as Captain 
Hamilton had delivered these orders, being in the thir- 
teenth boat from the front, I directed him to proceed im-r 
mediately to Col. Dudley, and order him to take the men 
in the 12 front boats, and execute Gen. Harrison's orders, 
on the left bank of the river ; and post his (Capt. Hamil- 
ton's) subaltern on the right bank, to conduct mvself^ 
with the men in the six rear boats, to the ibrt^ I ordeired 
the five boats in the rear to fall in a line, and follow me. 
High winds, and the rapidity of the current, drove four of 
the re^r boats ashore, in the attempt to follow on accord- 
ing to order, where they remained a short time ; sufficient^ 
however, to detain them one hali^ or three fourths of n 
mile in the rear. — ^To land, accoi'ding to order, I kept 
close along the right bank, uotil opposite CoL Ikidlej^n 
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kndihg: there I found no ^ide left^ to conduot me to the 
fort^ as Captain Hamilton had pronused« L tlien made an 
attempt to* cross the river, and join CoL Dudley; but^ 
from the rapid current on the falls, I was unable to land 
on the point with him. Being nearl j half way across the 
jiver) and the waves running too hi^h to risque the boat, 
then driven down the current sidewise, veered about, and 
rowed the best way we could, to save the boats. My at* 
tempt to cross the river, to Col. Dudley, occasioned all the 
boats, (I presume in the rear of me,) and which were 
then out of hailing distance, to cross over, and land with 
Col. Dudley. Having been defeated in a landing on the 
left, We then endeavored to effect one on the right, even 
without a guide ; but, before a landing could be effected, 
we received a brisk fire from the enemy on shore^ which 
was returned, and 'kept up on both sides; and I was, in 
this unavoidable situation, compelled to make to Fort 
Meigs, with no other force than about 50 men on board, 
(the other boats being still in the rear) and to receive the 
enemy's fire, imtil we arrived under tne protection of the 
fort. Col. Boswell's command (except the men in my 
boat,) having landed, to join Col. Dudley, were, as I have 
been informed, ordered, by Captain Hamilton, immediate- 
ly to embark, and land on the right hand shore, about a 
mife above the fort, and prepare to fight his way through 
to the garrison. The Colonel embarked, landed, as ne 
conceived, tit th^ proper point, pursuant to Captain Ham- 
ilton's order, and was forming nis men in order of battle, 
when he was met by Captain Shaw, and ordered to march 
into the garrison, at open order, the safest route. • 

When my own boat landed, we were met by two men, 
who took cnarge of the boat, as we understood, to bring 
her under the protection of the fort batteries ; believing 
our baggage to be thus made safe, we forbid our servants 
to carry any portion of it ; but loaded them with cannon- 
balls, which they bore to the fort. Our baggage was, 
however, taken by the Indians, in a very short time after 
we left the boat In receiving the orders of Capt. Hamil- 
ton, I asked if he had brought spikes, to spike the ene- 
my's cannon ? to which' he replied, that he had plenty. 
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Captain Hamilton, on delivering the orders of General 
Hariison, obfServed, that the object of landing, and 
marching a portion of the troops on the right bank, was 
to draw the attention of the Indians ; and, by thus en- 
gaging them, afibrd an opportunity to the garrison to 
make a sally; and, by a circuitous route, surprize and 
carry the batteries, and cannon of the enemy, below the 
Ibrt, on the right bank. 

1 am, respectfully, &c. 

GREEN CLAY, Brig. Gen. 
JMs Ex. Maj. Om. Harrwon. 
(A true Copy) 

G. CROGHAN, A. D. C. 

TAKING OP FORT GEORGE. 

Copies tfkUirs from Cammodffre Chauncn/^ to the Secretartf of. the 

Navy. 

U. S. Ship Madison^ 

JSiagara River ^ 27th Majfy 18J3. 

SIR— I am happy to have it in my power to say, 

that the American, flag is flying upon fort George. We 

were in quiet possession of all the forts at 12 o^clock. 

I have the honor, &c. 

L CHAUNCEY. 

U. 8. & Madison, 28/A ilfa^, 1813. 
SIR — ^Agreeably to arrangements, which I have al- 
ready had the honor of detailing to you, I left Sacket's 
Harbor, with this ship, on the 22d inst. with about 350 
of Col. M*Corab's regiment on board ; the winds being 
light from the westward, 1 did not arrive in the vicinity 
of Niagara, before the 25th ; the other parts of the 
squadron had arrived, several days before, and* landed 
their troops. The Fair American, and Pert, I had or- 
dered to Sacket's Harbor, for the purpose of watching 
the enemy's movements at Kingston. I immediately 
had an interview with Gen. Dearborn, for the purpose 
of making arrangements to attack the enemy, as soon as 
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possible ; aiid it was agreed, between him and myself, 
to make tbe attack the moment that the weather was 
such as to allow the vessels and boats to approach the 
shore with safety. On the 26th, I reconnoitered ^he 
position for landing the troops, and at night sounded 
the shore, and placed buoys to sound out the stationti 
for the small vessels. It was agreed, between the Gene^ 
ral and myself, to make the attack the next morning, 
(as the weather had moderated, and had every appear- 
ance of being favorable.) I took on board of the Ma- 
dison, Oneida, and Lady of the Lake, all the heavy ir- 
tiNer^, and as many troops as could be stowed ; the 
remainder were to embark in boats, and follow the 
fleet. At 3, yesterday morning, the signal was made 
for the fleet to weigh, and the troops were all embarked 
on board the boats before 4, and soon af%er Gens. Dear- 
bom and Lewis came on board this ship, with their 
suites. It being, however, nearly calm, the schooners 
were obliged to sweep into their positions. Mr. Trant, 
in the Julia, and Mr. Mix, in the Growler, I directed 
to take a position in the mouth of a river, and silence 
a battery, near the light-house, which, from its position, 
commanded the shore where our troops were to land. 
Mr. Stevens, in the Ontario, was directed to take a pa* 
sition to the north of the light-house, so near in shore 
as to enfilade the battery, and cross the fire of the Ju- 
lia and Growler. Lieutenant Brown, in the Governor 
Tompkins, I directed to take a position near to Two 
Mile Creek, where the enemy had a battery, with a 
heavy gun# Lieutenant Fettigrew, in the Conquest, 
wad directed to anchor to the S. £. of the same batte- 
ry, so near in, as to open on it in the rear, and cross the 
fire of the Governor Tompkins. Lieutenant M^I^r- 
son, in the Hamilton, Lieut Smith, in the Asp, and Mr. 
Osgood, in the Scourge, were directed to anchor close 
\o the diord, and cover the landing of the troops ; and 
to stour the woods and plain, whenever the enemy 
made his appearance. All these orders were most 
promptly and gallantly executed ; all the Vessels an- 
choro^ withfaft oiusquetHihot of the shore, and in ten 
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minutes after they opened the batteriea, they were com- 
pletely silenced and abandoned. Our troops then ad-' 
vanced in three brigades, the advance led by Colonel 
Scott, ^nd landed near the fort, t^hich had been silenced 
by Lieut. Brown. 

The enemy, who had been concealed by a ravine, 
\ now advanced, in great force, to the edge of the bank, 
to charge our troops ; the schooners opened such a 
well-directed and tremendous fire of grape and canis- 
ter, that the enemy soon retreated from the bank. Our 
troops fwmed as soon as they landed, and immediately 
ascended the bank — charged, and routed the enemy in 
every direction, the schooners keeping up a constant 
and well-directed fire upon him, in his retreat to the 
town. Owing to the wind having sprung up very fresh 
from the eastward, which caused a heavy sea, directly 
on shore, I was not able to get the boats ofi*, to land the 
troops from the Madison and Oneida, before the first 
and second brigades had advanced. Captain Smith, 
with the marines, landed with Col. M*Comb's regiment, 
and I had prepared 400 seamen, which I intended to 
land with myself, if the enemy had made a stand ; but 
our troops pursued him so rapidly into the town, and 
fort George, that I found there was no necessity for 
^ more force ; moreover, the wind had increased so much, 
and hove such a sea on shore, that the situation of the 
fleet had become dangerous and critical. I, there- 
fore, made signal for the fleet to weigh, and ordered 
them into the river, where they anchored, immediately 
after the enemy had abandoned fort George. The 
town and forts, were in quiet possession of our troops 
at 12 o^clock, and the enemy retreated in a direction 
towards Queenstown. 

Where all behaved so well, it is difficult to select 
any one for commendation ; yet, in doing justice to 
Lieut. Macpherson, I do not detract from the merits of 
others. He was fortunate in placing himself in a situ-* 
ation, where he rendered Very important service, in co- 
vering the troops so conipletely, that their loss was 
trifling. Captain Perry joined me, from Erie, on the 

N 
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evening of I he 25tb, and very gallantly volunteered his 
servicer ; and I have much pleasure in acknowledging 
the great assistance which 1 received from him, in ar-* 
ranging and superintending the debarkation of the 
troops ; he was present at every point where he could 
be useful, under showers of musquetry ; but, fortunate- 
ly, escaped unhurt. We lost but one killed, and two 
wounded, and no injury done to the vessels. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 



' FURTHER REPORT. 

Cofus of UUersfrcm Maj. General DearberHf to the Secretary of 

War^ dated 

Head-Quarters, Fort George, 

U. Canada, May 27, 1813. 

SIR — The light troops, under the command of Col. 
Scott and MaJ. Forsyth, landed this morning, at nine 
o'clock. Maj. Gen. Lewis* division, with CoL Por- 
ter's command of light artillery, supported them. Gen. 
Boyd's brigade landed immediately after the light 
troops, and Generals Winder and Chandler followed in 
quick succession. The landing was warmly and obsti- 
nately disputed bv the British forces ; but the coolness 
and intrepidity of our troops, soon compelled them to 
give ground in every direction. 

General Chandler, with the reserve, (composed of 
his brigade, and Col. M'Comb's artillery) covered the 
whole. — Com. Chauncey had made the most judicious 
arrangements for silencing the enemy's batteries, near 
the point of landing The army is under the greatest 
obligations to that able naval commander, for his co- 
operation in all its important movements, and especial- 
ly in its operations this day. Our batteries succeeded 
in rendering fort George untenable; and, when the ene- 
my had been beaten from his positions, and found it ne- 
cessary to re-enter it, after firing a few guns, and setting 
fire to the magazine^ which soon exploded, he moved 
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off rapidly by different routes ; our light troops pur- 
sued them, several miles. The troops having been un- 
der arms, from one o'clock in the morning, were too 
much exhausted for any further pursuit. We are now 
in possession of fort George, and its immediate depen- 
dencies ; to-morrow we shall proceed further on. The 
behaviour of our troops, both officers and men, entitle 
them to the highest praise ; and the difference in our 
loss, with that of the enemy, when we consider the ad- 
vantages his position afforded him, is astonishing :*— we 
had 17 killed, and 45 wounded — the enemy had 90 kil- 
led, and 1 60 wounded, of the regular troops. We have 
taken 100 prisoners, exclusive of the wounded. Col. 
Meyers, of the 49th, was wounded and taken prisoner ; 
of ours, only one commissioned officer was killed-~ 
Lieut. Hobart, of the light artillery. Enclosed is the 
report of Major-General Lewis. 

I have the honor, &c. 

H. DEARBORN. ^ ^ 
Hon. Gen. J. Armstrong. /^ *^ ' ^ '^ 

♦OXFORL 

GEN, LEWIS' REPORT. xJflK'tV 

On the Fieldy 1 o'clocky 27th May, 1813. 

DEAR SIR — Fort George and its dependencies are 
ours; the ^nemy, beaten at all points, has blown up 
his magazines, and retired. It is impossible, at this 
time, to say any thing of individual gallantry ; there 
was no man who did not perform his duty in a mannet^ 
which did honor to himself and country. Scott's and 
Forsyth's commands, supported by Boyd's and Win- 
der's brigades, sustained the brunt of the action. Our 
loss is trUling ; not more than 20 killed, and twice that 
number wounded. The enemy has left in the hospital 
124, and I sent several on board of the fleet. We have 
also made about 100 prisoners of the regular forces. 

I am, &c. 

MORGAN LEWIS. 

Maj. Gen. Dearborn. 



.lOd 

FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

Head-Quarters, Fort George, May 29lh, 1813. 

SIR — Gen. Lewis was ordered to march yesterday- 
morning, with Chandler's and Winder's brigades, the 
lijght artillery, dragoons, and riflemen, in pursuit of the 
enemy, by way of Q^ueenstown. I had received satis- 
factory information that the enemy had made a stand 
on the mountain, at a place called the BeaTer*dam, 
where bq had a deposit of provisions and stores ; and 
that he had been joined by 300 regulars, from Kings- 
ton, landed from some small vessels, near the head of 
the lake. 

I had ascertained that he was calling in the^litia, 
and had presumed he would confide in the strength of 
his position, and venture an action, by which an oppor* 
tunity would be afforded, to cut off bis retreat. I have 
been disappointed. Although the troops, from fort 
Erie and Chippewa, had joined the main body, at Bea* 
ver-dam, he broke up yesterday, precipitately, continu- 
ed his route along the mountains, and will reach the 
bead of the lake by that route. 

Lieut. Col. Preston took possession of fort Erie, and 
its dependencies, last evening ; the post had been aban- 
doned, and the magazine blown up. 

I have ordered Gen. Lewis to return, without delay, 
to this place ; and, if the winds favor uis, we may yet 
cut off the enemy's retreat. I was, last evening, honorr 
ed with your dispatch of the 15th inst. I have taken 
measures in relation to the 23 prisoners, who are to be 
put in close confinement. 

I have the honor, &c- H. DE ARBOHN. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, Sec. of War. 

DEFENCE OP SACKET'S HARBOR. 

, Exiraet rf a UHerfr^ Brig. Qen. Jacob Brcwn^ to his Ex. 6av« 

TmnpldnSi dated 

Socket's Harbor, May 29, 1813. 
We were attacked at the dawn of this day, by a Bri- 
tish regular force^ of at least 900 men, (a^d most pro- 
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bably 1200 ;) they made good their landing at Horse* 
Island. The enemy's fleet consisted of two ships, 
4 schooners, and 30 large open boats. We are com- 
pletely victorious ; the enemy lost a considerable num- 
ber in killed and wounded, on the field; among the 
number, several officers of distinction. After having 
re-embarked, they sent me a flag, desiring to have their 
killed and wounded attended to : I made them satisfied 
on that subject — Americans will be distinguished for 
humanity and bravery. Our loss is not numerous, but 
serious, from the great worth of those who have fallen. 
Col. Mills was shot dead at the commencenient of the 
action ; and Col. Backus, of the lighl dragoons, nobly 
fell at the head of his regiment, a? vi&tory was declaring 
for us. I will not presume to praise this regipaent ; — 
much gallant conduct on this day, deserves more than 

S raise. The new ship, and Com. Chauncey's prize, the 
)uke of Gloucester, are yet safe in Sacket's Harbor, f 
Sir George Prevost landed,' and commanded in person. 
Sir James L. Yeo commanded the enemy's fleet. 

In haste — ^Yours, &c. 

.TACOB BROWN. 

FURTHER ACCOUllr. 

Extract of a UUer from ffen. Brawny to the Secretary rf War^ dated 

Sockets Harbor, June 1, 1813. 

SIR — In the course of the 28th, and during the 28tb 
and 29th ult. a considerable militia force came in, and 
were ordered to the water-side, near Horse-Island, on 
which was Lieut Col. Mills, and his volunteers. Our 
strength, at this point, was now 500 men, all anxious for 
battle, as far as profession would go. 

The moment it was light enough to discover the ap- 
proach of the enemy, we found his ships inline, betweea 
Horse-Island and Stoney^-point, and, in a few minutes, 
afterwards, 33 large boats, filled with troops, came off 
to the larger Indian or Garden-Island, under cover ot 
the fire of his gun-boat?. 
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My orders were^ that the troops should Ke close, and 
reserve their fire, until the enemy had approached so 
near that every shot might hit its object. It is, how- 
ever, impossible to execute such orders ivith raw troops, 
unaccustomed to subordination. My orders were, in 
this case, disobeyed ; the whole line fired, and not with- 
out effect ; but, in the moment while I was contem- 
plating this, to my utter astonishment, they rose from 
their cover andJUd. Col. Mills fell gallantly, in brave, 
but in vain endeavors to stop his men. I was, person- 
ally, more fortunate :— gathering together about 100 
militia, under the immediate command of Capt. M'Nrtt, 
of that corps, we threw ourselves on the rear of the ene- 
my^s left flank, and, I trust, did some execution ; — it 
was during this last movement that the regulars, under 
the command of CoL Backus, fii-st engaged the enemy; 
nor was it long before they defeated him. Hurrying 
to this point of action, I found the battle still raging, 
but witn obvious advantage on our side. The result of 
the action, so glorious for the officers and soldiers of 
the regular army, has already been communicated, in 
my letter of the 29th. Had not Gen. Prevost retreat- 
ed, most rapidly, under the guns of his vessels, he would 
never have returned to Kingston. 

One thing, in this business, is to be seriously regret- 
ted ; in the midst of the conflict, fire was ordered to 
be set to the navy barracks, and stores. This was 
owing to the infamous conduct of those who brought 
information to Lieut. Chauncey, that the battle was 
lost ; and that, to prevent the stores trom falling into 
the enemy's hands, they must be destroyed. The ene- 
my's force consisted of 1000 picked men, led by Sir 
George Prevost, in person ; their fleet consisted of the 
new ship Wolf, the Hoyal George, Prince Regent, 
Earl Moira, 2 armed schooners, and their gun and other 
boats. Of the officers who distinguished themselves, I 
cannot but repeat the name of Lieut. Col. Backus, who, 
praised be God ! yet lives. Captain M*Nitt's conduct 
was noble ; he well deserves to be placed in the regu- 
lar, army. Major Swan, of the army, served as my 
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Adjutant-General, and was highly useful. Lieutenant 
Cbauncey is a brave and honorable man ; to hinj no 
blame can attach, for what happened at Navy-point ; 
he was deceived. Lieut Col. Tuttle was in march for 
this post ; but, with every exertiou, was unable to reach 
it, in time to take part in the action ; this is felt, by the 
Colonel, and every officer of his detachment, as a mis- 
fortune. At the moment I am closing this communi- 
cation. Commodore Chauncey has arrived with his 
squadron ; this renders my longer stay here unnecessa- 
ry ; I shall, therefore, immediately return to my home. 

I have the hotior^ &c. 

J. BROWN. 

Our loss, in the above action was 154, killed, wound- 
ed and missing. The enemy^s loss, according to his 
own account, m killed and wounded, was 150. 



ROYAL PROPERTY CAPTURED. 

Copy of a letter from Com. Chauncey y to the Secretary of the Navy. 
U. S. S. Madison, Sacket'» Harbor, 4th Jane, )813. 

SIR — I have the honor to present to you, by the 
bands of Lieut. Dudley, the British standard, taken at 
York, on the 27th of April last, accompanied by the 
mace, over which was hung a human scalp ! These ar- 
ticles were taken from the Parliament-house, by one of 
my officers, and presented to me. The scalp I caused 
to be presented to General Dearborn^ who, I believe, 
still has it in his possession. I also send, by the same 
gentleman, one of the British flags, taken at fort 
George, on the 27th of May. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Bon. W. JoneSy Sec. of the Navy. 



NOTE BY THE PUBLISHER. 

About this time we lost the armed schooners Growl- 
er and Eagle, on Lake Champlaio. 



V 
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GEN8..CHANPLER AND WINDER TAKEN. 

Qiffjf «f • UtUt frmm Maj. General Henry Dearborn^ te the Secrcf 

taryrfWar^ dated 

Hedd-Qaarters^ Fart Oeorge, June 6th, 1813. 

SIR — ^I have received an express^ from the head of 
the lake, this evening, with intelligence that our troops, 
commanded by Brig. Gen. Chandler, were attacked, at 
. 2 o'clock this morning, by the whole of the British and 
Indian force»— and by some fatality ; (though our loss 
d|d not exceed 30,) and the enemy completely routed, 
and driven from the field — ^botb Generals Chandler 
. and Winder, were taken prisoners : they had advan- 
ced to ascertain the situation of a company of artillery, 
\ when the attack commenced. General Vincent is re- 
' ported to be among the killed of the enemy. Colonel 
Clark was mortally wounded, and fell into our handst, 
with 60 prisoners of the 49th British regiment. The 
whole loss of the enemy is 250 ; they sent in a flag, 
with a request to bury their dead. Gen Lewis, accom* 
paiiied by Gen. Boyd, goes on to take the command of 
the advanced troops. 

I have the honor, &c. 

H. DEARBORN. 
Hon. Gen. /• Armstrong. 



HONOR TO THE BRAVE. 

6qo|y ef a letter from Mtgar-Oenerci Henry Dearhorny to the Secreta- 
ry of War y dated 

4 

Head-Quartersy June 8<A, 1813. 

SIR — ^I hasten to state to you, that the whole of our 
officers and men discovered, in the action of the 27tb" 
ult. that readiness and ardor for action, which evinced 
a determination to do honor to themselves, and their 
country. The animating examples, set by Gen. Boyd 
and Col. Scott, deserve particular mention. I am great-^ 
ly indebted to Col. Porter, of the light artillery ; to 
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would mamtain his position, until reinlTorced. A reinforce- 
ment of 300 men marched immediately, under the com- 
mand of Col. Chrystie; but, on arriving at Queenstown, 
Col. Chrystie^ received authentic information, that Lieut 
Col Boerstler, with his command, had surrendered U> the 
enemy, and the reinforcement returned to c^mp. A man, 
who belonged to a small corps of mountdd-volunteer rifle- 
men, came in this morning, who states, that the enemy * 
surrounded our detachment in the woods ; and, towards 
12 o'clock, commenced a general attack; that our troopg 
fought more than two hours, until the artillery had ex- 
pended all its ammunition, and then surrendered ; and^ 
at the time of the surrender, the informant made his escape. 
Why it should have been deemed proper to remain, se- 
veral nours in a position surrounded with woods, without 
either risking a aecisive action, or effecting a retreat, re- 
mains to be accounted for, as well as the project of wait- 
ing for a reinforcement, from a distance of 15 miles. No 
iniormation has been received of the killed or wounded^ 
The enemy's fleet has again arrived in our neighborhood* 

I am, &c* 

H. DEARBORN* 
Han. J. Armstrongs Sec, War, 



CAPTURE OF A BRITISH TENDER. 

Ccpy of a later from Com. LewU, toAe SecreUuy rf Ae Navjf^ daUd 

Of Sandy Hook, July 6, 1813. 

SIR«— 4 have the pleasure to inform you of the capture 
of the British sloop tender, (Eag^le) which, for some timoy 
had been employed by Com. Beresford, for the purpose 
of burning die coasters, &c. Her force was 2 officers, 
and 11 seamen, with a 32 brass howitzer. 

This service was performed, in a most gallant and ofii- 
ccr like manner, by sailing-master Percival, who, with vor 
lunteers from the flotilla, which I have the honor to com^ 
mand, jumped on board a fishing-smack, ran the enemy 
along side, and carried him by a coup-de-main. I am sor- 
ry to add, that, in this little affiur, the*«iemy lost tbe com* 
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maoding officervone Midshi{»iian, mortally wounded, and 
two seamen badly. I am happy to say we suffered no in- 
jur](| which is to be attributed to the superior manage** 
ment of sailing-master Percival, and the coolness with 
which his men fired ; for which they all deserve ^ell of 
their country* 

J. LEWIS, Com. U. 8. FhtiUa. 
Han. W. Janes^ Sec. Navy. 



ESCAPE OF MAJOR CHAPIN- 

Cepjf of a ietter frmn Major Chofm U Gen. DearhwrHy dated 

Fart Gearge, July 13, 1813. 
SIR — ^I have just returned from my confinement in Ca* 
nada, without parole. - Our return happened in the follow-* 
in^ manner : — ^I received orders at Burlington Heights, on 
Monday morning, to go to Kingston ; we set off accord* 
inely, under the care of 1 6 men ; I had, with me, 28 men. 
We all went on, very quietly, till 4 o'clock in the after*- 
noon ; at which time, I gave a signal to attack tl^e guard, 
which were stationed in the following order : a sdf^eant, 
and one man, in the boat with my men ; a Lieutenant, and 
13 men, in the boat with me and two officers. *^ At tha| 
signal, my m^h rap along side of the boat I was uif LiM^ 
Sbowei% ordered *them to fal] astern-— I ordered them on 
boacd; at which ticSe the officer attempted to dra\^ his 
swoQ^: I seized him^'by the neck, and tnrew him on tlis ' 
bacb^ two of his men arew their bayonets upon me : I im- * 
mediately seized both baiyonets, at the g^me instant; and 
threw them on top of the officer— and kept all down to- 
gether ; at the same moment, my men seize^he guard, 
and wrested from them their arms. We then, having 

Eossession of the arms, changed our course, and arrived 
ere this morning, all safe. We have brought two boats 
with us* 

I have tbo honor, &c. 

CYRENUS CHAPIN, 
Mi^. Oen* Searbarn. 
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A PARTY OF THE ENEIVUT CAPTURED. 

Extract of a letter from Commodore Cassinf to the Secretary of the 

Nam/y dated 

^ Norfolkj Fa. July 15. 181 3, ^ 

The Plantagenet, 74, has been lying off the light^i^e^ 
some time; they dug wells on shore, and every day emr 
ployed their boats in watering. Capt. La wson, command- 
ing a company of. militia, from Princess-Ann, went down, 
under cover of the night, and concealed themselves be- 
hind a sand-hill, near the wells • At half past 5, P* M. a 
boat, full of men, were discovered rowing for the sbere^ 
at 6, they landed, and proceeded to the wells, where they 
received a full fire from the militia, which compelled them 
to surrender- Th^ enemy's force consisted of 2 Lieuts. 
16 seamen, and 8 marines. They had 3 marines killed ; 
1 Lieut, and 2 seamen wounded, ahd 2 marines. None 
of our men were hurt ; the barge was destroyed, after 
taking her guns, and some small arms. 

I have the honor, &c. 

J. CASSIN. 
Hon. Sec. Navy. 



PROCEEDINGS ON LAKE ONTARIO. 

Extract of a letter from Major-Qeneral Lends, lo the Secretary of 

fVary dated 

SackeCs Harbor, July 20, ISIX 

Our fleet has gone out of the inner harbor, and appear- 
.ances are in favor of its going to sea, in 48 hours, at far- 
thest*— A little expedition, of volunteers from the coun- 
try, to which, by the advice of Commodore Chauncey, I 
lent 40 soldiers, sailed irom hence three davs since, on 
board of two small rowrboats, ^tb a 6 pounder, each, to 
the head of the St. Lawrence, where ihey chpi^^s, nne 
gun-boat, mounting a 24 pounder ;, j j^t teaiib^ loaded ; 
4 d£cers^ and 61 men. Two o£(^.MptofirP have gone 
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out, to coDtoy them in ; the priponers have been landed, 
and are coming on, under charge of a detachment of 
dragoons. 

I haye the honor, &c. 

M. LEWIS. 



FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

6&pjf 0f a liUer from CmmMdan Chauncey^ to the Stcfttary of the 

Napy^ dated 

V. 8. 8. Gen. Pike, at anchor, off Niagara, Aug. 4, 1813. 

SIR — Afler leaving Sacketis Harbor, I stretched over 
for the enemy^s shore, and from thence stood up the lake. 
The winds beb^ light, I did not arrive off this port until 
the evening of the 27(h ult. On the 24th, I fell in with 
the Lady of the Lake, on her return to Sacket^s Harbor, 
with prisoners^ from fort George. I transferred the pri- 
soners to the Raven, and ordered her to Sacket's Harborj; 
the Lady of the Lake, I dispatched to fort George for . 
guides, for the head of the lake. Gen. Boyd havbg in- 
formed me, that the enemy had a considerable deposit of 
provisions and stores at Burlington Bay, I was determin- 
ed to attempt their destruction. On the 25th, I was join- 
ed by the Fert, and on the 27th, by the Lady of the Lake,^ 
with guides, and Capt. Crane^s company of artillery, and 
Col. &cott, who had very handsomely volunteered for the 
service. After conversmg with Col. ScoU on the ^subject^ 
it was thought advisable to take on board 250 infantry-— 
which were embarked by 6 o'clock next morning, and the 
fleet immediately proceeded for the head of the lake ; but, 
owmg to light winds, and calms, we did not arrive to an 
anchorage before the evening of the 29th. We sent two 
parties on shore, and surprized and took some of the inha- 
nitants ; from whom we learned, that the enemy had re- 
ceived considerable reinforcements, within a day or two ; 
and that his force, in regulars, was from 600 to 800 men. 
We, however, landed the troops and marines, and 89me 
sailors, next morning, and reconnoitered the enemy's posi^ 
lion— fQund him posted upon a peninsula of very nigh 
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ground, Btrongly entrenched, ^tad his camp defended hj 
about 8 piects df canoon. In this ntuatimi, it was thought , 
not advisable to attack him, with a force scarcely half his 
numbers, and without artillery ; we were also deficient in 
boats, not having a sufficient number to cross the bay, with 
all the troops at the same time. The men were all re* 
embarked, m the course of the afternoon ; and, in the event- 
ing, we weighed, and stood for York-*— arrived, and an* 
chored in that harbor, at about 3, P. M. on the Slst'ult-— 
run the schooners into 4he upper harbor ; landed the ^na- 
rines and soldiers, under the command of CoL Scott, widi* 
out opposition ; found several hundred barrels of flour, 
and provisions, in the public store-house ; five pieces of 
cannon, eleven boats, and a quantity of shot, shells, and 
other stores ; all which were either destroyed or brought 
away. On the 1st instant, just after having received on 
board all that the vessels could take, I directed the har« 
racks, and public stores, to be burnt ; we then re-embark- 
ed the men, and arrived at this {Jace yesterday. Four 
or five hundred men left York, for the head of the lake, 
2 days before we arrived there. A few prisoners were 
taken; a part of them were paroled— the others w^re 
left at fort Georee. 

I have the honor, &c. 

I. CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. Sec. Navy. 



DEFENCE OF LOWER SANDUSKY. 

Cepjf of a UUtrfrmn Major Crogkan^ to Om. Harrison^ dated 

I^ofver Sandusky t August 0, 181 3. 
DEAR SIR — ^I have the honor to inform you, that the 
combined force of the enemy, amounting to, at least, 500 
regulars, and as many Indians, under the immediate com- 
mimd of Gen. Proctor, made its appearance before this 
^ce, early on Sunday evening last ; and, ' so soon as the 
General had made such disposition of his troops, as would 
cut off my retreat, (should I be disposed to make one,) 
h» sent CoL ^ot, accompanied by Major« Chambers, 
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with a 'flag, td demand the surrender of the fort, as he was, 
anxious to qiare the effusioq of blood ; which he slpu)(I 

Srobably not have in his power to do, should he be re- 
uced to the necessity of taking the place by storm. Mj 
answer to the summons was, that I was determined to de- 
fend the place to the last extremity ; and that no force, 
however large, should induce me to surrender it. So soon 
as the flag had returned, a brisk jfire was opened upon us, 
from the ^^-boats, in the river, and from a five and a half 
mch howitzer, on shore, which was kept up with little 
intermission, throughout the night At an early hour, 
the next morning, tnree sixes, (which had been placed, 
during the night, within 250 yards of the pickets,) began 
to play upon us— -but with little effect About 4 o^clock, 
P. M. discovering that the fire» from all his guns, was con- 
centrated against the N. W. angle of the tort, I became 
confident that his object was to make a breach, and at- 
tempt to storm the works at that point : I, therefore, or^ 
dered out as many men, as could be employed, for the 
purpose of strengthening that part-^whicn was so efiec- 
tuaJly secured, by means of bags of flour, sand, &c. that 
the picketing suffered little or no injury ; notwithstanding 
which, the enemy, about 500, having formed in close co- 
lumn, advanced to assault our works, at the expected 
point ; at the same time making two feints on the fi'ont of 
Captain Hunter's lines. The cohimn, which advanced 
against the north-western angle, consisting of about 350 
men, was so completely enveloped in smoke, as not to be 
discovered, until it had approached within 1 8 or 20 paces 
of the lines ; but, the men being all at their posts, and rea- 
dy to receive it, commenced so heavy and galling a fire, 
as to throw the colimm a little into contusion ; being 
quickly rallied, it advanced to the outworks, and began to 
leap into the ditch ; just at that moment, a fire of grape 
was opened, from our 6 pounder, ^which had been pre- 
viously arranged, so as to rake in tnat direction,) which, 
together with the musquetry, threw them into such con* 
fusion, that they were compelled to retire, predpitately, to 
die woods.-^During the assault, which lasted about half 
an hour, an incesBant fire was kept up by theenemy^s ar- 
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(illerj, (which consisted of fiye sixeS) and a howitzet*,) but 
without effect My whole lose, during the s^ge, was one 
kilted, and seVen slightly 'wounded. The loss, of the ene- 
my, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, musit exceed 150^ 
One Lieut Colonel^ a Lieutenant, and 50 rank and file, 
were found in and about the ditch, dead or wounded ; 
those of the remainder, who were not able to escape, were 
taken off, during the night, by the Indians. Seventy stand 
of arms, and several brace of pistols, have been collected 
near the works. About 3, in the morning, the enemy 
sailed down the river, leaving behind them a boat, con^ 
taining clothing, and considerable tnilitary stores. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowecl on the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates, under my com- 
mand, ioT their gallantry, ana good conduct, during 
the seige. • 

Yours, with respect, 

a. CROGHAN, Maj. 17tb U. S. Itif. eomg. 

Governor Huntington, in a letter to the P. Master Gene- 
ral, states the force of Maj. Croghan to have been but 
160 men! 



INDIAN DECLARATION OF WAR. 

[translation.] July^ 1813. 

DECLARATION OF WAR, BY THE SIX NATIONS. 

WE, the Chiefs and Councillors of the Six Nations of 
Indians, residing in the state of New-York, do hereby pn>- 
claim, to all the War-Chiefs^ and Warriors, of the Six 
Nations, that war is declared, on our part, against the pro- 
vinces of Upper and Lower Canada. Thereibre, we do 
hereby^ command, and advise all the War-Chi^s to call 
forth, immediately, the Warriors wder them, and put them 
in 'motion, to protect their rights and liberties, which our 
brethren, the Americans, are now defendii^. 

(Signed) 

Br THE GlUJVi) COU^CUOaOHS. 
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CAPTURE OP THE DOMINICO. 

Itxirait of a letter from Copt. John fl. Dent^ commanding na/oal offictt 
at Charleston^ S.C.ioihe Secretary of the Navy^ dated 

August 21, 1813- 
SUl— 4 have the honor to infonn yoti, that the privateer 
schooner Decatur, of thia port, arrivad here yesterdays 
Ivitli Hi B. M. schooner Dominico, her prize. She was 
captured on the dth instant, after a most gallant action of 
one hour, and carried by boarding, havbg all her officers 
killed, except one Midshipman. 

The Dominico mounts 15 guns ; one a 32 pounder, on 
a pivot, and had a complement of 83 men, at the com* 
mencement of the action, sixt^ of whom were killed or' 
wounded. She was one of the best equipped and manned 
vessels, of her class, I have ever seen. The Decatur 
mounts 7 guns, and had a complemient. of 103 men, at the 
commencement of the action, 19 of whom were killed or 
wounded. 

• I have the honor, &;c. 

JOHN H. DENT. 



CAPTURE OF THE BOXER. 

Copy of a tetter from Lieut. Ed. R. M'CdU, of the U. S, Brig Bnterprire, 

to Capi. Isaac HuU^ dated 

U. S. Brig Enterprise, Portland 7tk Sept. 1813. 
' SIR— In consequence of the unfortunate death of Lieut. 
Commandant William Burrows, late commander of this 
yessely it devolves on me to acquaint you with the result 
of our cruise.-^On the morning of the 4th, weighed an- 
chor, and swept out, and continued our course to the east- 
ward. Having received information, of several privateers 
being off Manhagan, we stood for that place ; and, on the 
follovring morning, in the bay near Pengum-point, disco- 
Tered a brig getting under way, which appeared to be a 
vessel of war, and to which we immediately gave chase : 
she ihred several guns, and stood for us, having four en- 
signs hoisted. AfWr reconnoitering, and discovering h^r 
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force, and the natibn to which she belonged, we hauled 
.upon a wind, to stand out of the bay ; tind, at 3 o'clock, 
shortened sail, tacked, and run down^ with an intention 
to bring her to close action. At 20 minutes past 3, P. 
M. when within half pistol shot, the firing commenced 
from both ; and, after being warmly kept up, and with 
some manoeuvering, the enemy hailed, and said they 
had surrendered, about 4, P* M. — their colors being 
nailed to the masts, could not be hauled d4)wn. She 
proved to be his B. M, brig Boxer, of 14 guns, Samuel 
Blythe, Esq. commander, who fell in the early part of 
the engagement, having received a cannon shot through 
the body ; and, I am sorry to add, that Lieut. Burrows, 
who had gallantly led us to action, fell, also, about 
the same time, by a musquet ball, which terminated his 
existence in eight hours. 

The Enterprize suffered much, in spars and rigging ; 
and the Boxer both in spars, rigging, and hull, having 
many shots between wind and water. 

It would be doing injustice to the merit of Mr. Til- 
linghast, 2d Lieutenftnt, were I not to mention the able 
assistance I received from him, during the remainder of 
the engagement, by his strict attention to his own di- 
vision, and other departments ; and the officers and 
crew, generally : I am ^appy to add, their cool and de- 
teimined conduct have my warmest approbation and 
applause. As no muster-roll, that can be fully relied 
on, has come into my possession, f cannot exactly state 
the number killed, on board the Boxer ; but, from in- 
formation received from the officers of that vessel, it 
appears that there were between 20 and 25 killed, and 
14 wounded. On board the Enterprize, there was 1 
killed, and 13 wounded, among whom was Lieut. Bur- 
rows, (since dead,) and Midshipman Warlers, mortally. 
— Sixty-six prisoners. 

I have the honor, &c. 

EDWARD R. M'C ALL, Sen. qgficer. 
Isaac Hull, Esq. Comg. Naval Officer, 
on the Eastern station. 
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PERRY'S VICTORY. 

Q^^a litter from Com. Perry^ to lAe Sttrdary of ike Navjf^ dated 

U. S. Brig Niagara, off tke Western Sieterf 

Head of Lake Bde, September lOtb, 1 6 13, 4, P. M* 

SIR'-^-lt has pleased the ALMIGHTY to give to 
ibe ARMS OF THE U. Statks a signal victory over their 
enemies, on this lake. 

The British Squadron, consisting of TWO SHIPS, 
TWO BRIGS, ONE SLOOP, and ONE SCHOON- 
£H, have) this momehl, surrendered to the force under 
my command after a sharp conflict. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

O. H. PERRY. 

Hon. W. Jonesy Sec. of the Navy. 



FURTHER ACCOUNT* 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Perry ^ to the Secretary of the Navy, 

U. S. Schr. Arid, Put4n'Bay, 1 3th Sept. 1813. 
SIR*— In my last, I informed you that we had cap- 
tured the enemy^s fleet, on this lake. I have how the 
honor to give you the most important particulars of 
the action: — On the morning of the 10th instant, at 
•un-rise, they were dbcovered in Put-in-Bay, when I 
lay at anchor, wiUi the squadron under my command. 
TVe got under weigl^ the wind light at S. W. and stood 
for them ; — at 10, A. M. the wind hauled to S. E. and 
brought us to windward j;. formed the line, and bore up. 
At 15 minutes before 12, the enemy commenced firing; 
at 5 minutes before 12, the action commenced on our 
part Finding their fire very destructive, owing to 
their long guns, and its being mostly directed at the 
Lawrence, I made sail, and directed the other vessels 
to follow, for the purpose of closing with the enemy — 
every brace and bow line being soon shot away, she 
became unmanageable, notwithstanding the great exer- 
tions of the sailing-master. In this situation, she sus- 
tained the action upwards of two hours, within canister 
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<li$tance, until every gun was rendered useless^ and the 
greater part of the crew either killed or wounded* 
Finding she could no longer annoy the enemy, I left 
her in charge of Lieut. Yafnell^ who, (was convinced, 
by the bravery already displayed by hira, would do 
what would comport with the honor of thef flag. At 
half past 2, the wind springing up. Captain Elliot was 
enabled to bring his vessel, the Niagara, gallantly int« 
close action ; I imiftediately went on board of her, 
when he anticipated my wish, by volunteering to bring 
the schooners, which had been kept astern by the light- 
ness of the wind, into close action. 

It was with unspeakable pain that I saw, soon afler 
I got on board of the Niagara, the Jlag of the Lawrtnee 
come donm ; although I was perfectly sensible that she 
liad been defended to the last, and that to have conti- 
nued to make a show of resistance, would have been a 
wanton sacrifice of the remains of her brave crew. But 
the enemy was not able to take posseshion of her, and 
€ir€umJitances soon permiUed HER FLAG AGAIN TO 
BE HOISTE D. At 45 minutes past 2, the signal was 
made for ^ close action ;'' the Niagara being very lit- 
tle injured, I determined to pass through the enemy's 
line — bore up, and passed ahead of their two ships, and 
a brig, giving a rakmg fire to them, ftom the starboard 
guns, and to a large schooner, and sloop, from the lar- 
board side, at half pistol-shot distance. The smaller 
vessels, at this iime^ having got within grape and canis- 
ter distance, under the direction of Capt. Elliot, and 
keeping up a well directed fire, the two ships, a brig, 
and a schooner surrendered ; a schooner and sloop 
making a vain attempt to escape. 
Those officers and men, who were immediately utt- 
' der my observation, evinced the greatest gallantry; 
and, I have no doubt but all others conducted them- 
selves as became American officers and seamen. Lieut 
Yarnell, 1st of the Lawrence, although several times 
wounded, refused to quit the deck. Midshipman For«^ 
est, (doing duty as Lieutenant,) and sailing-master 
Taylor, were of great assistance to me« I have great 
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pain, in stating to you the death of Lieut. Brook, of the 
marines, and Middbipman Laub, both of the Lawrence, 
and Midshipman John Clark,* of the Scorpion; they 
were valuable and promising officers. Mr. Hamilton, 
Purser, who volunteered hb services on deck, was se- 
verely wounded, late in the action. Midshipman Clax- 
ton, and Swarlwout, of the Lawrence, were severely 
wounded. On board of the Niagara, Lieutenants Smith 
and Edwards, and Midshipman vV^bster, (doing duty as 
sailing-master,) behaved in a very handsome manner. 
Captain Brevoort, of the army, who acted as a volun- 
teer, in the capacity of a marine officer, on board that 
vessel, is an excellent and brave officer ; and, with his 
rousquetry, did great execution. Lieut. Turner, eonoe- 
manding the Caledonia, brought that vessel into action 
in the most able manner, and is an officer, in all situa-^ 
tions, that may be relied on. 

I'he Ariel, Lieut. Packet, and Scorpion, sailing-mas- 
ter Champlin, were enabled to get early' into action^ 
and were of great service. Captain Elliot speaks in 
the highest terms of Mr. Magrath, Purser, who bad 
been dispatched in a boat, on service, previous, to my 
getting on board the Niagara ; and, being a seaman» 
since the action has rendered essential service in taking 
charge of one of the prizes. 

Oi Captain Elliot, already so well known to the go- 
vernment, it would be almost superfluous to speak : — 
in this action, he evinced his characteristic bravery and 
judgment; and, since the close of the action, has given 
me the most able and essential assistance. 

I have the ^nor to enclose you a return of the jelli- 
ed and woundicT, together with aJ|||ement of the rela- 
tive force of the squadrons. The^tttain and 1st Lieu- 
tenant of the Queen Charlotte, and^ Lieut, of the De- 
troit, were killed. Captain Barclay, senior officer, and 
the commander of the Lady Prevost, severely wound- 
fed. The commander of the Hunter and Chippewa, 
slightly wounded. Their loss, in killed and wounded, 
I have not been able to ascertain ; it must, however, 
liave been very great 
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I have caused tlie prisoners, taken on the lOih iost. 
to be landed at Sandusky ; and have requested Gem 
Harrison to have them marched to Chillicothe, and 
there wait, until your pleasure shall be known respect- 
ing them. 

The Lawrence has been so 'entirely cut upt it is ab- 
fsiolutely necessary she should go into a safe harbw ; I 
have, therefore, directed Lieut Yarnell to proceed iQ 
Erie, in her, with the wounded of the.fleet; and dis- 
mantle, and get her over the bar, as soon as possible. 

The two ships, in a heavy sea, this day, at aochor, 
lost their masts, being much injured in the action. : I 
shall haul them into the inner bay, at this place, and 
moOr them for the present. The Detroit is a remarka- 
bly fine ship ; sails well, and is very strongly built ;— - 
the Queen Charlotte is a much superior vessel to what 
has been represented ;— the Lady Frevost is a large> 
fine schooner. 

I also beg your instructions, respecting the wounded; 
I am satisfied, sir, that whatev^ steps I might take, go- 
verned by humanity, would meet your approbation ;-r- 
under this impression, I have taken upon myself to pro- 
mise Capt. Barclay, who is very dangerously wounded, 
that he shall be landed as near Lake Ontario as possi- 
ble ; and, I had no doubt, you would allow me to pa- 
role him ; he is under the impression, that nothing but 
leaving this part of the country will save his life. 1 here 
is, also, a number of Canadians among the prisoners — 
many who have families. 

I have the honor, &c. 

O. H. PEKRF. 
Hon. W. Jones^ Sec. Navy. 

The whole force of the British squadron was 63 guns 
and 2 swivels ; — ^tfaat of the American squadron, 54 
guns, and 2 swivels, ; one of the guns burst early in the 
action. 

In the above action, we had 27 killed, and 96 wound- 
ed — total, killed and wounded, 123. On the morning 
of the action^ there were 116 unfit for duty. 
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aia JAMES YEO's MODE OP FIGHTING. 

'Sxiract Qf a tetter from Cam. Isaac Clutuncey, to the Secretary. of the 

Navy^ dated 

On board the U. S. S. Oen. Pike, off Duck Island, Sept 13, 1813. 

SIR— «-0n the 7th, at day-lidbt, the enemy's fleet was 
diiOOTered close in with the Niagara riveF, wind from 
the 80Uthward~-made the signal, weighed with the fleet, 
(prepared for action) and stood out of the river, after 
bim. He immediately made all sail to the northward ; 
we made sail in chase, with our heavy schooners in 
tow«-^nd have continued the chase, all round the lake, 
night and day, until yesterday morning, when he suc^ 
CMded in getting into Amherst-Bay, which* is so little 
known to our pilots, and said to be so full of shoals^ 
that they are not willing to take me in there. I shall, 
however, (unless driven from my station by a gale of 
wind,) endeavor to watch him so close, as to prevent 
his getting out upon the lake. During our long chase, 
we frequently got withip from one to two miles of the 
enemy ; but our heavy-aailing schooners prevented our 
closing in with him» until the 1 1th, off Genesee river ; 
we carried 9 breeze with us, while he lay becalmed, to 
within about three-fourths of a mile of him, when be 
took the breeze, and we had a running-fi^ht of three 
and a half hours ; but, by his superior sailing, he es- 
caped me, and run into Amherst-Bay, yesterday morn* 
ing. In the course of our chase, on the 1 1th, I got se* 
veral broadsides, from this ship, upon the enemy, which 
must have done him considerable injury, as many of 
the shot were seen to strike him, and people were ob- 
served, over the side, plugging shot-holes ; a «few shot 
struck our bull, and a Uttle rigging was cut, but nothing 
of importance— not a man was hurt 
, I was much disappointed, that Sir James refused to 
ifight ine, as he was so much superior in point offeree, 
both in guns and men — having upwards of 20 guns more 
than we have, and throws a greater weight of shot. 

Tbk shqp^ the Madison, aiml Sylph, have each a schr. 
constantly in tow ; yet the othecs cannot sail as fast as 
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the enemy^s ^(^uadron, which gives bim decidedly the 
advantage, and puts it in his power to engage me when 
and how Jbe chooses. 

I have the honor^ &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCE Y. 
Hon. W. Jones^ Sec. Navy. 



INDIAN WAR IN THE SOUTfl. 

About this time the Indian war commenced m the 
South* A portion of the Greeks^ headed by British or 
Spanish officers, attacked Fort St. Steptpas, which was 
a picketed fort, containiQi^ 3 or 400 men, women, and 
children, and butchered and burnt them all except 16^ 
who made their escape.' 



BRIG ARGUa 

The British official account of the capture of the U. 
S« brig Argus, on the 14th of August, has been receiv* 
ed. In that account, the Pelican, which took the Af^ 
gus, states the force of the two vessels, as follows, vh : 
— ^Argus, eighteen 241b. carronades^ and two 12*s — 127 
men. Pelican, sixteen 32 pounders, and three 6's — 1 1 6 
men. — ^The action lasted 43 minutes. The American 
loss was 30, killed and wounded ; that of the jj^ritisb 6. 



MALDEN TAKEN. 

Copy of a letter from Major General Willidm R. Harrison^ to the 

War Department, dated 

H. Quarters, Amherstburgy Sept 23, 181 3, 
•SIR — I have the honor to inform you, that I landed 
the army, under my command, about three miled beio# 
this place, at 3 o'clock this evening, without opposi- 
tion, and took possession of the town an hninr fl(mr. — 
General Proctor has retreated to tSandiVfcbr wilb bk 
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legular troops and Indians^ halfiig pm?iou8ly buraed 
the fort». navy-yard, barracks^ and public stores ; the 
two latter were very extensive, covering several acr^s 
of ground. I will purrae the enemy to-morrow, al- 
though there it ho' probability of overtaking him, as he 
has upwards of 1000 horses^ and we have not one in the 
army ; I shall think myself fortunate to be able to col- 
lect a sufficiency to mount the general officers. — It is 
supposed/ here, that General Proctor intends to estab- 
lish himself upon the river French, 40 miles from 
Maiden. 

I have the honor, &c. 

^ WM. H. HARRISON. 



DEFEAT OF GEN. PROCTOR. 

Hetd-Quartert, near MoraTian-Town, on the river Tbamefff 
80 miles from Detroit, 5th October, 1813.' 

SIR*-I have the honor to inform you, that, by the 
blessing of Providence, the army under my command 
has obtained a complete victory over the combined In- 
dian and British forces,, under the command of General 
Proctor. 1 believe that nearly the whole of the ene- 
my's regulars are taken or killed ; amongst the former 
are all me superior officers, .except Gen. rroctor ; my 
mounted men are now in pursuit of him. 

Our loss is very trifling ; the brave Col. R. M . John- 
son is the only officer that I have heard of, that is 
wounded — ^he badly, but I hope not dangerously. 

I have the honor, &c. 

W. H. HARRISON. 
Hon. J. Armstrmgj Sec. of War. 



TREATY WITH THE INDIANS. 

Mxtraet nf a letter frvm Qen. M^ Arthur ^ to the Secretary ef War, daUd 

Detroit, October 6th, 1813. 
On our arrival at Sandwich, my brigade was ordered 
across the river to disperse some Indians, who were 
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.pillaging the town, and to take po^s^ssion of this place. 
Information was received, that several thousand In- 
dians had retired a small distance into the woods, with 
instructions to altacfk Gen. HarrisonV army, on its pas- 
sage, for the purpose of retarding Us progress; conse- 
quently, ray brigade was left to garrison, this place. 

Since General Harrison's departure, five nations, of 
Indians, viz. — Ottowas, Chippewas, Pottewatamies, Mi- 
amles, and Kickapoos, who were but a feW miles back, 
have come in for peace ; and I have agreed that hosti- 
lities should cease, for the present, on the following 
conditions : — ^they have agreed to take hold of the same 
tomahawk with us, and to strike all who are, or may be 
enemies to the U. States, whether British or Indians ; 
they are to bring in a number of their women and chil- 
dren, and leave theni as hostages, whilst they accom- 

' pany us to war. Some ojf them have already brought 
in their women, and are drawing rations. . 

I have just received a note, from General Harrison, 
advising, that he had last evening overtaken Gen. Proc- 
tor's force,.and had gained a complete victory ; all the 
principal officers were in his.possesion, except Gen, 
rroctor ; which, no doubt, ends the war in this quarter. 

I have the honor, &c. 

DUNCAN M^ARTHUR. 
Hm. Sec. of War. 



THE JULIA AND GROWLER RE-CAPTURED. 

Copy 4^ a letter frmn. Commodore Chauncey^ to the Secretary of the 

Navy^ dated 

U. S. S. Gen. Pike, Sacket's Harbor, Oct. 6th, I SI 3. 

SIR — I have the pleasure to inform you, that I ar- 
tived here this mofPkig with five of. the enemy's ves* 
sels, which I fell in with, and captured last evemng, off 
the Ducks ; these were part of a fleet of- seven sail, 
which left York, on Sunday, with 234 troops on boards 
bound to Kingston. Of this fleet, five were captured^ 
one burnt, and one escaped. The prisoners^ amount^ 

R 
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iDg to nearly 300, besides haviog upwards of 300 aiour 
troops on board, from Niagara, induced me to run mr 
to port, for the purpose of landing both. 
. 1 hare an additional ple^isure in informing you, thai 
amongst the captured vessels, are the late U. S. schrs. 
Julia and Growler ; theothers are gun-vessels. 

I have the honor, &c . 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. JV. Jo nes^ Sec« Navy. 



FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

^W ^f ^ ^^^* from Commodore Chauncey^ to the Secretary of the 

Navy, dated 

• 

U. S. 8. Gen. Pike, off Niagara, Oct 1, 1813. 
SIR — ^On the 26th ult. it was reported to rae, that the 
enemy's fleet was in York. I immediately dispatched 
the Lady of the Lake to look into York, and ascertain 
the fact; she returned in the evening with the informa* 
tion, thai the enemy was in York bay. I immediately 
prepared to weigh ; but; owing to a strong wind from 
N> N. E. was not able to get out of the river before the 
evening of the 27th ; and,* owing to the extreme dark- 
ness oAhe ni^ht, a part of the squadron got separated^ 
and did not jom before next morning, at 8, A. M. On 
the 28th, the Gen. Pike, Madison, and Bylph, each took, 
a scl)ooher in tow, and made all sail for York ; soon 
after, discovered the enemy's fleet in York bay, shaped 
our course for him, and prepared for action ; he per- 
ceived our intention of engaging him in his position — 
tacked, and stood out of the bay, wind at east. I form- 
ed the line, and run down for his centre : when we had 
approached within about 3 miles, he made all sail to 
the southward ; I wore in successijipn, and stood on the 
same tack Vith him, edging down gradually in order to 
close. At 10 minutes, past meridian, the enemy, find- 
ing we were closing fast with him, and that he must 

* f This letter bears the. Albaov post-mark of the 15th lost. haTiog, from 
S0R16 unknown cause, been mislaid in some Post-office. 
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eiiber risk an action^ or buffer bis two rear vessels to 
be ciit oiF, be tacked in succession, beginning at tbe 
van, boisted bis colours, and commenced a well directr 
ed fire at this sbip, for the purporse of covering bis rear, 
and attacking our rear as he* passed to leeward. Per- 
ceiving bis intention, I determined to disappoint him; 
and, therefore, as soon as the Wolf, (the leading ship,) 
pTassed the centre of bis line, and a beam of us, I bore 
up in succession, (preserving our line for the enemy'* 
centre y) this manoeuvre not only covered our rear, but 
hove him in confusion; he immediately bore away. 
We had, however, closed so near as to brin^ our guiis to 
bear with effect; and, in 20 minutes, the mam and mizen 
top-mast, and main yard of the. Wojf was shot away ; he 
immediately put before the wind — was enabled to outsail 
mbst of our squadron ; as it brought all the sail upon one 
mast, he did not feel the loss of his main and mizen top- 
mast. I continued the chase until near 3 o'clock, during 
which time I was enabled, in this ship, (with thq Asp in 
4bw,) to keep in point-blank shot of the enemy, and sus- 
tained die whole of his fire during the chase. Capt Crane, 
in the Madison, and Lieut Brown,, in the Oneida, used 
€very exertion to close with the enemy ; but the Madison 
having a heavy schooner in tow, and the Oneida sailing 
very auU before tbe wind, prevented those officers from 
closing near enough to do any execution with their carrdn- 
ades. The Gov. Tompkins kept in her station, until her 
foremast was so badly wounded, as to oblige her to $hort- 
en sail. Lieutenant Finch, of the Madison, who com- 
manded her for this cruise, (owing to tKe indisposition of 
•Lieutenant Pettigrew,) behaved with great gallantly, and 
is an officer of much promise. Capt. Wolsey, of the Sylph, 
was kept astern by the Ontario, which he nad in tow, out 
did considerable execution with hie heavy guns. At 15 
minutes before 3, P. M. I very reluctantly relinquished 
the pursuit of a beaten enemy; the reasons which led to 
this determination, were such as, I flatter myself, you will 
approve — they were these : / 

* At the^time Igave up the chase,- this ship was making 
so much w^ter, that it required all our pumps to keep her 



132 

free, owing to our receivitig several shot so moch belo?v^ 
the water's edge^ that we could not plug the holes ff om 
the outside. The Governor Tompkins with her foi;emast 
gone, and the squadron within about 6 mil^s pf the head 
of the lake, blowing a gale of wind from, the east, and in-: 
creasing, with a heavy sea on, and every appearanoe <^ 
the equinox. 

I considered, that if I chased the enemv to his anchor- 
age, at the head of the lake, I should be obliged to anchor 
also ; and, although we might succeed in dnving him on 
shore, the probability was, that we should go on shore 
also : he amongst his friends — ^we amongst our enemies ; 
and, after the gale abated, if he could succeed in getting 
off one or two vessel^ out of the two fleets, it would give 
him as completely the command of the lakei, as if he bad 
20 vessels ; moreover, he was covered, at his ancho]:iaige, 
by a part of his army, and several small batteries thrown 
up for the purpose ; therefore, if we could have rode out 
the galo, we should have been cut up by their shot from 
the snore« Under all these circumstances, and takine^ iuf 
to view the consequences resulting from the loss oi our 
superiority on the lake, at this time, I, without hesitetioPi 
relinquished the opportunity, then presenting itseli^ of ac* 
quiring individual reputation, at the expence of my coun* 
try. The loss sustained by this ship was consiaeraUe^ 
owing to her bein^ so long exposed to the. fire of Ae 
whole of the enemy^ fleet ; but our most serious loss was 
occasioned by the bursting of one of our guns, whickkiH«- 
ed and wounded 22 men, and tore up the top-gallant fore* 
castle, which rerfdered the gun, upon that deck, useless. 
We had 4 other guns cracked in the muzzle, which, ren- 
dered their use extremely doubtful. Our main (opt 
gallant mast was shot awayin the early part of the aetiofi; 
and the bowsprit, fore and main-mast wounded ; rigdbg 
and sails much cut up, and a number of shot in our hml-^ 
several of which were between wind and water ; and 27 
men killed and wounded, including those by ihe burstisig 
of the gun* ^he Madison received a &w ^ot, but no 

E^rson nurt on board ; the Governor Tompkins lost her 
lemast, and tbe Oneida her main top-mast badiy wound* 
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^d ; ire have, however, repaired all our damages, and are 
ready tp qoeet the enemy. , ' 

During our chase, one, if not two of tb^ ^nettiy^s ves- 
sels wave co99pletely in our power — if I co^ have heeob 
si^tisfied with so partial a victory; but I waEs so sure of 
the whole, that I passed them Unnoticed ; by which means 
they finally escaped. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Mon. • W. Jongs, Sec. Navy. 



PU RTHER, OF PROCTOR'S DEFEAT. 

Copg qJ a kUerfram Maj. General Harrison^ to the SecreUny of 

WaVy dated 

Headquarters, Detroit, Oct 9tk, 1813. 

• 

$IR<*-In my lett^ from Sandwich, of the 30th ult 1 
did m^rself the hoQor to inform you, that | was preparid^ 
to pursue the enemy on the following day : froqi various 
causes, however, I was unable to put the troops in mption 
imtil the morning of the 2d instant; and th?n to take 
with me about 140. of the regular troops, Johnson's 
mounted regiment, and such of Ijov. Shelb j's yoluat^er$ 
as were fit for a r^id march ; the whole amounting to 
jibout 3,500 men. To Gen. M'Arthur, (with about 700 
effectives,^ the protectbg this place, and the sick^ was 
conunittecL Gen. Cass's brieade, and the corps of IJeut 
bol. Ball, Wfere left at Sandwich, with orders to foUow 
me as. soon as the ^len received their knapsacks and 
blankets, which had been left on an island, in iake Erie* 

The Unavoidable delay at Sandwich was attended with 
no disadvantage to ns$ General Proctor had posted him- 
self at Dalson's, on the right bank of the Thames, (or 
Trench) 56 miles from this place, where, I was informed, 
he intended to ibrtify, and wsuit to receive file. He muat 
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' have believed, however, that I had no disposition to iol* 
lovir him, or that he had secured mv continuance here bj 
the reports that were circulated, tnat the Indians would 
attack and destroy this place, upon the advance of the 
army-^-as he neglected to commence the breaking up the 
bridges, until the night of the 2d instant ;— oh that night, 
our army reached the river, which is 25 miles from Ssuid-' 
wich, and is one of four streams, crossing our route, over 
all of which are bridges ; and, being deep and muddy, are 
not fordable for a considerable distance mto the country : 
the bridge, here, was found entire ; and, in the morning, 
I proceeded, with Johnson's regiment, to save, if possible, 
the others. At the second bridge, over a branch of the 
river Thames, we were fortunate enough to capture a 
Lieutenant of Dragoons, and 1 1 privates, who had been 
sent by General Proctor to destroy them. From the pri- 
soners, I learned that the third bridge was broken up, 
and that the enemy had no certain information of our ad- 
vance ; — ^the bridge, having been imperfectly destroyed, 
was soon repaired, and the army encamped at Drakes 
farm, 4 miles below Dalson's. — ^The river Thames, along 
•the banks of which our route lay, is a fine deep stream, 
navigable for vessels of considerable burthen; after the 
passage of the bar, at its moiith, there is six and a half 
feet water. 

The baggage of the army was brought from Detroit 
in boats, protected by three gun-boats which Commodore 
Perry had furnished for the purpose, as well as to cover 
the passage of the army over the Thames itself, or the 
mouths of its tributary streams ; the banks being low, and 
the country generally open, (priaries,) as -high as Dal- 
soh's, these vessels were well calculated for that purpose. 
Above Dalson's, howiever, the character of the river and 
adjacent country is considerably changed ; the former^ 
though still deep, is very narrow, and its banks high and 
wooofy. 

The Commodore and myself, therefore, agreed upon the 

5>ropriety of leaving the boats under a guard of 150 in- 
antry ; and I determined to trust to fortune, and the bra- 
very of my troops, to effect the passage of the river. 
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Below a place called Chathaib, and 4 miles above Dalson^St 
is the third unfordable branch of the Thames ; the bridge 
over its mouth had been taken up by the Indians, as well 
as that at McGregor's mills, one mile above. Several hun- 
dred of thejndians. remained to dispute our passage, and 
upon the arrival of the advanced guard, commenced a 
heavy fire from the opposite bank of the creek, as well as 
that; of the river. Befieving that the whole force of the 
enemy was there, 1 halted the army, and, formed in order 
of battle ; and brought up our two six pounders, to cover 
the party that were ordered to repair the bridge ; a few 
shot, from those pieces, soon drove off the Indians, and 
enabled us, in 2. hours, to repair the bridge, and cross' the 
troops. CoJ. Johnson's mounted regiment, being upon 
the right of the army, had seized the remains of the oridge 
at the mills, under a heavy fire from the Indians. Our 
lo3S, upon this occasion, was 2 killed, and 3 or 4 wounded 
T— that of the enemy was ascertained to be considerably 
greater. A house, near the bridge, containing a consider- 
able, number of musquets, had been set on fire ; but it was 
extinguished by our troops, and the arms saved. At the 
first' tarm, above the bridge, we found one of the enemy's 
vessels on fire, loaded with arms and ordnance stores ; and 
learned that thev were a few miles ahead of us, still on 
the right bank oi the river, with a great body of Indians. 
At Bowles' farm, 4 miles from the bridge, we halted for 
the night ; found two other vessels, and a large distillery, 
filled with ordnance and. other valuable stores, to an im- 
mense amount, in flames ; it was impossiUe to put out the 
fire — ^two 24 prs. with their carriages, were taken, with 
a large quantity of ball and shell, ot various sizes. 
. The army was put in motion, early on the morning of 
the 5th. I pushea on, in advance, with the mounted re- 
giment, and requested Gov. Shelby to follow, as expedi- 
tiously as possible, with the infantry ; the Governor's zeal, 
and tnat of his men, enabled them to keep up with the.ca-^ 
valry; and, by 9 o'clock, we were at Arnold's mills, hav- 
ing taken, in the course of the morning, two gun boats, and 
several batteaux, loaded with provisions and ammunitioQ. 
A rapid, at the river at Arnold's mills, affords the only 
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ibnbig to be 'meft with, for a revy considMable dlfftence ; 
Imt, upon examination^ it was found too ddep for tiie in:^ 
fantry. Having, fortunately, taken two or three boats^ 
axid some Indian canoes, on the spot, aitd obliging the 
horsemen to take a footm«i behind each, the whole wero- 
safely crossed by 12 o'clock, Eaght miles from tbe cfoss-^ 
H^, we passed a farm where a part of thc^ British troops: 
had encamped the night before, under the command of 
Col. Warburton ; the detachment, under Geneital Proctor, 
had arrived, the day before, at the Moravian lowns, feur 
Bttles hi^er up. Being now certainly near the enemy, 
I directed the advance of Johnson's regiment to accele- 
rate their march, for the purpose of procuring intelli- 
gence ; the officer commandfing it, in a snort time, siemt to 
inform oie, that his progress was stopped by the enemy, 
who were formed across our line ol march : one of the 
enemy's waggoners also being taken prisoner, frolh the 
information received from him, and my own observation, 
assisted by some of my officers, I soon ascertained enough 
of their disposition, and order of battle, to detetmine that, 
which it was proper for me to adopt. 

I. have the oonor, herewith^ to enclose you my general 
order, of the 27th utt. prescribing the order o£ march, and 
of battle, when the whole army sliould act together ; but, 
as the number and description of the troops had been es<* 
sentially changed, since the issuing the oraer, it became 
necessary to make a corresponding alteration in their dts^ 

position.' 

From the place where our army was last halted, to the 
Moravian towns, a distance of about three and a half 
miles, the road passes through a beach forest, without any 
clearing ; and, for the first two miles, near to the bank of 
the river; at from 2 to 300 yards from the river, a ^wamp 
extends parallel to it, throughout the whole distance ; the 
intermediate ground is dry^ and, although the trees are 
tolerably thicK, it is in many places clear of underbrush ; 
across this strip c^ land, its left appuayed upon the river, 
supported by artillery, placed in the wood ; their right in 
the swamp, covered by the whole of their Indian force — 
the Britisn troops were drawn up. 
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The troops, at my disposal^ consisted of about 1^ re- 
gulars of the 27th regiment, five brigades of Kentucky 
volunteers, militia infanU-j, under his excellency Govern- 
or Shelby, aven^ng less than 500 men ; and Uol. John* 
son's regiment of mounted infantry, making, in the whole, 
an aggregate of something above 3000. No disposition 
of an array, opposed to an Indian force, can be safe, unless 
it is secured on the flanks, and in the rear ; I had, there- 
fere, no difficulty in arranging the infantry, conformably to 
mj general order c^ battle. General Trotter^s brigade, 
of 500 men, formed the front line ; his right upon the road 
-—his left upon the swamp ; Gen. King's brigade, as a 
second line, 150 yards in the rear of Trotter's^ and 
Ciiile's brigade, as a corps of i:eserve, in the rear of it— 
these three brigades formed the command of Major-Gene* 
raf Henry ; the whole of Gen. Desha's division, consisting 
of two brigades, were formed, enpotence, upon the left of 
Trotten 

Whilst I was engaged in forming the infantry, I had di- 
rected Col. Johnson's regiment, which was sull in front, 
to be formed in two lines, opposite to the enemy ; and, 
upon the advance of Uie infantry, to take the ground upon 
the left ; and, forming upon the flank, to endeavor to lum 
the right of the Indians* 

A moment's reflection, however, convinced me, ibat, 
from the thickness of the woods, and swampiness of the 
ground, they would be unable to do any thmg on horse- 
back — ^and tnere was no time to dismount them, and place 
their horses in secutidf^ I, therefore, determined to refuse 
my left to the Indians, and to break the British lines, at 
once, by a charge of the mounted infantry. The measure 
was not sanctioned by any thing that I had seen or heard 
of, but I was fully convinced that it would succeed. The 
American back-woodsmen ride better in the woods than 
any other people ^ a musquet, or rifle, is no impediment 
to them, being accustomed to carry them, on horseback, 
from their earliest youth. I was persuaded, too, that the 
^nemy would be quite unprepared for the shock, and that 
they could not resist it. Conformably to this idea, I di- 
rected the regiment to be drawn up in close column, with 
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its right at the distance of 50 yards upon the roadj (that 
it might he, in some measure, protected hy the trees, firom 
the artillery,) its left upon the swamp, and to charge, at 
full speed, as soon as the enemy delivered their fire. The 
few regular troops, of the 27th, under their Colonel, 
(Paul) occupied, in columns of four, the small space he^ 
tween the road and the river, for the purpose of seizing 
the enemy'i^ artillery ; and some, 10 or 12, friendly In- 
dians werp directed to move under the bank. The crotch- 
e<, formed by the front line, and Gen. Desha^s division, 
was an important point ; at this place the venerable go- 
vernor of Kentucky was posted, who, at the a^e of 66, 
preserves all the vigor of youth— ^the ardent zed, which 
distinguished him in the revolutionary war-— and the un- 
daunted bravery, which he manifested at Kind's Mountain. 
With my aids-de-camp, the acting assiistant Adjutant Gen*. 
Capt. Butler ; my gallant friend. Com. Perry, who did me 
the honor to serve as my volunteer aid-de-camp, and 
Brig. Gen. Cass, who, havmg no command, tendered me 
his assistance — I placed myself at the head of the front 
line of infantry, to direct the movements of the cavalry, 
and give them the necessary support. The army had mo- 
ved on, in this order, but a short aistance, when the mount- 
ed men received the fire of the British line, and were or- 
dered to charge : the horses, in the front of the column, 
recoiled from me fire; another was given by the enemy, 
and our column, at length getting in motion, broke through 
the enemy with irresistible force. In one minute the con- 
test, in front, was over. The Bdlfish oflSicers, seeing no 
hopes of reducing their disordered ranks to order, and 
our mounted men wheeling upon them, and pouring in a 
destructive fire, immediately surrendered. It is certain 
that three only, of our troops, were Wounded in thisr 
charge. Upon the left, however, the contest was more 
severe, with the Indians : Col. Johnson, who commanded 
on that flank of his regiment, received a most galling fire 
from them, which was returned with great effect. The 
Indians, still further to the right, advanced, and fell in 
with our front line of Infantry, near its junction with De- 
sha^s division, and, for a moment, made an impression upon 
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k. Hli excellency, Gov. Shelby, however, brought up a 
regiment to its support ; and the enemy, i-eceiving a severe 
fire in front, ana a part of Johnson's regiment havinor 
gained their rear, retreated with precipitation. Their 
loss was considerable in the action, and many were killed 
in their retreat 

I can give no satisfactory information of the number of 
Indians that were in the action ; but they must have been 
considerably upwards of one thousand. From the docu- 
ments in my possession, (Gen. Proctor's official letters, 
all of which were taken) and from the information of res- 
pectable inhabitants of this territory, the Indians, kept in 
Cy by the British, were much more numerous than has . 
en generally supposed. In a letter to Gen. De Rotten- 
bmqg, of the 27 th mst. Gen. Proctor speaks of having pre- 
vailed upon most of the Indians to accompany him ; of 
these, it is certain that 50 or 60 Wyandot warriors aban- 
doned him. 

The number of our teoops was certainly greater than 
thatof the enemy ; but, when it is recollected that they 
had chosen a position, which effectually secured then* 
flank, which it was impossible for us to turn ; and that we 
could not present to them a line more extended than their 
own, it will not be considered arrogant to claim, for my 
troops, the palm of superior bravery. 

In communicaiting to the President, through you, sir, 
my opinion of the conduct of the officers, who served un- 
der my command, I am at a loss how to mention that of 
Gov. Shelby, being conv'mced that no eulogium of mine 
can reach his merits ; the governor of an independent 
state — greatly my superior in years, in experience, and in 
military character — he placed himself under my command; 
and was not more remarkable for his zeal and activity, 
than for the promptitude and cheerfulness with which he 
obeyed my orders* 

The Major-Generals, Henry and Desha, and the Bri- 
gadiers, Allen, Caldwell, Chiles, and Trotter, all of the 
Kentucky volunteers, manifested great zeal and activity. 

It would be useless, sir, after stating the circumstances 
of the action, to pass encomiums upon CoV Johnson, and 
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his re^ment— veterans could not have manifested more 
firmness ; the Colonel's numerous wounds [Hroye that he 
was in the post of danger. Lieut. Col. James Johnson^ 
and the Majors Payne and Thompson^ were equally ac- 
tive, though more fortunate. Maj. Wood^ of . the ei^i- 
neerst already distinguished, by his conduct at fort Meigs, 
attended the army with two 6 pounders ; having no use 
for them in the action, he joined in the pursuit of the ene- 
mv ; and, with Maj. P^ne, of the mounted regiment, two 
oi my aids-de-camp, Todd and Chambers, and three pri- 
vates, continued it for several miles after the troops nad 
halted, and made many prisoners. 

I left the army before an official return of the prisoners, 
or that of the killed and wounded, was made out ; it was, 
however, ascertained, that the former amounted to 601 
regulars, including 25 officers. Our loss is seven killed, 
and 22 wounded, five of which have since died. Of the 
British troops, 12 were killed, and 22 wounded ; the In* 
dians sufiered most — ^33 of them having been found upon 
the ground, besides those killed on the retreat. 

On the day of the action, six pieces, of brass artillery 
were taken — ^and 2 iron 24 pounders, the day before ; — 
several others were discovered in the nver, and can be 
easily procured. Of the brass pieces, 3 are the trophies 
of our revolutionary war, that were taken at Saratoga and 
York, and surrendfered by Gen. Hull. The number of 
small arms,, taken by us, and destroyed by the enem j, 
must amount to upwards of 5000 ; most of them had been 
ours, and taken by the enemy at the surrender of Detroit, 
at the river Raisin, and at Col. Dudleys defeat I believe 
that the enemy retaiil no other trophy of their victories, 
than the standard of the 4th regmient; they were not 
magnanimous enough to bring that of the 4 1 st into the 
field, or it would have been token. You have been in- 
formed, sir, of the conduct of the troops, under my com- 
mand, in action ; it gives me great pleasure to inform you, 
that they merit, also, the approbation of their country, for 
their conduct — in submitting to the greatest privations^ 
"With the utmost cheerfulness. 
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The mfantry were entirel j without tents ; and, for se* 
veral days, the whole army subsisted upon fresh beef, 
without bread or salt-— Gen. Proctor escaped by the fleet*- 
neoB of his horses, escorted by 40 dragoons, ana, a number 
of Indians. 

I have the honor, &c. 

WILUAM H. HARRISON, 
Mm. J. Armstrongj Sec. War. 



PRIVATEER SARATOGA. 

Extract of a letter from Thomas Aderton^ Esq. Commander of (he fri^ 
vote armed schr, Saratoga^ io the onmers^ in New-York. 

^ We have been chased by bri^s, frigates, and line of 
battle ships ; but, at last, off Surinam river, in about 4 
fathom water, we captured the British packet-brig Mor- 
giana, of 18 guns, (16 loi^ 9^s, and two 12^s,) and be- 
tween 40 and 50 men, James Cunningham, commander, 
from Falmouth, 29 days out, for Surinam. We discover- 
ed the bri^ at half past 5, A. M. Sept. 26, on our lee bow 
^-made sail in chase. Being to *the windward of Surinam, 
she ran down before the wmd, for the river, and gave us 
a hard run. At a little before 3, P. M. got nearly within 
musquet-shot, when the chase hoisted English colours, and 
gave us her stem chasers, which she repeated three timers, 
and cut away some of our rigginff. At 3, P. M. we hoist- 
ed American colors ; and, being within good musquet shot, 
we commenced the action, and continued, a considerable 
part of the time, within pistol-shot— and a part of the 
time close along side— till 25 minutes past 4, r. M. when 
we carried her by boarding, after a severe action, in which 
the Saratoga, as well as her prize, were made almost 
wrecks — stays, shrouds, &c. almost all cut away, and 
more than one hundred shot-holes in her main-sail — many 
in our masts, spars, and hull. The bulwarks of the Mor- 
gana being equal, if not superior to those of the Saratoga, 
enabled her to hold out as long as she did. They fought 
desperately; and even beyond what prudence- would mc- 
tate : she had two MiUed, and eight wounded ; (6 moiv 
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tally,) among which is James Cumiingham, Esq^her com-> 
mander. With regret I have to inform jou, our loss way 
the 1st Lieut. Mr. Sebring, and one man killt^^one mor- 
taUj wounded, ^nd 3 or 4 slightly wounded;. 

I send Mr. George H. Fellows, prize-master ; Mr. Til- 
ton Newcomb, mate ; and 12 men, in the brig, ordering 
her for some port in the U. States, as best suits circum- 
stances and convenience ; and, as she is a very fast sailing 
vessel, feel much confidence that she will arnve safe ; she 
sails nearly as well as the Saratoga, and, 1 think, will 
make an excellent privateer. She has been a Spanish 
sloop of war, a French sloop of war, an English packet, 
and IS now a Yankee prize, nnd is a fine vessel. The 
Saratoga had but 4 guns, and 116 men — havmg thrown 
overboard the rest ofner guns^ in a chase. 

COL. CLARK'S EXPEDITION. 

Copy of a letter from Brigadier-General Parker ^ to the Secretes 

ry of War J dated 

Burlington, Ft. Oct 1813. 

SIR — ^I have the honor to enclose you a communication) 
frpm CoL Isaac Clark, dated the Idtti inst The expedi- 
tion appears to have been well concerted, and happily 
executed ; for which the Colonel deserves great credit. 

On our part, none were killed, and only two wounded 
i— neither of them dangerously. 

I have the honor, &c« 

THOMAS PARKER, Brig. Gen. camg. 
Hon. X Armstrong, Sec. War. 



Extract of a letter from CoL IsaacClark^ to Brigadier-General Far- 

ker. dated 

Camp, Chasey Landing, Oct l&j013. 

It is with great pleasure I cfin inform you( of a successor 
ful attack upon the enemy, at Missisqui bay, on the mom- 
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ing of tho 12th inst [after detailing his approach to the 
enemy, which evinces an e'xcellent knowledge of the coui>- 
try, the Col. states:] at this time, I hadonhr the riflemen 
with me — ^the artillery moving slow, and the militia pro** 
tecting their rear. 

We proceeded to the village, (Missisqui,) and arrived 
within 15 rods of the enemy, before we were discovered. 
We found them drawn up, under Mai. Powell, in a man- 
ner that would have annoyed us much, had we attacked 
them by water ; but, wholly unprepared to defend them- 
selves on the land side, they commenced a fire on the left 
flank ; but, in ten minutes after the first attack, they laid 
down their arms, and surrendered themselves prisoners of 
war. 

Understanding that a force of 200 men, under Colonel 
Lock, was marcning to attack us, I dispatched Captain 
Finch, with his company, to reconnoiter them, and ascer- 
tain their course ; he proceeded with such promptness and 
ability, as to surprize and capture the advanced guard, 
Consisting of cavalry, excepting y>ne man ; who escaped, 
and, giving the information, the enemy retreated ; — the 
prisoners were then put on board our boats, and sent to 
Burlington. 

Our whole force, engaged, was 102 — ^the number of 
prisoners taken, is 101 — their killed, 9 — and wounded, 14. 

• I am, sir, &c. 

ISAAC clark: ; 

Brig. Gen. Parker. 



SOUTHERN INDIAN WAR. 

Copjf qf a letter froth Brig. Gen. John Coffee^ to Maj. Gen. Andrew 

Jackson^ dated 

Camp, at Ten Islands j Nov. 4 {A, 1813. 

SIR — I had the honor, yesterday, of transmitting you a 

short account of an engagement that took place, between 

a detachment of about 900 men from my brigade, with 

the enemy, at Tallushatches towns, the particulars where- 
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of I beg leave to recite to jou :*— Pursuant to jroBt ordl^v 
of the 2d^ I detailed, from Ay brigade Sf cavalry and 
mounted nflemto, 900 men a6d officers, and proceeded di- 
rectly to the Tallushatches towns ; crossed Cogsey river, 
at the fish-<lam ford, 3 qr 4 miles above this place. I ar- 
rived within one and a half miles of the towq, (distant 
from this place, S. £• 8 miles,) on the morning of the 3d, 
at which place I divided my detachment into two columns ; 
the right, composed of the cavalry, commanded by Col. 
Allcom, to cross over a large creek, that lay between us 
and the towns ; the left column was of the mounted rifle- 
men, conunanded by CoL Cann(Mi, with whom I marched 
myself CoL Allcom was ordered to march up on the 
right, and encircle one half of the town ; and, at the same 
time, the left would form a half-circle on the left, and 
unite the head of the columns in front of the town ; all of 
which was performed, as I could wish. When I arrived 
within half a mile of the tcrwns, the dnuns of the enemy 
began to beat, mingled with their savage yells, preparing 
for action. It was after sun-rise, an hour, when the action 
was brought on by Capt Hammond and Lieut Patter- 
son^s companies, who nad gone on, within the circle of 
alignment, for the purpose of drawing out the enemy from 
their buildings, which had the most happy efiects. As 
soon as Capt Hammand exhibited his front, in view of the 
town, (which stood in open woodland) and gave a few 
scattering shot, the enemy formed, and nftide a violent 
charge on him ; he gave way, as they advanced, until 
they, met our right column, wnich gave them a general 
fire, and then charged; tUs changed the direction of 
charge, completely — ^the enemy retreated, firing, until 
they got around, and in their buildings, where they made 
all the resistance that an overpowered soldier could do ; 
they fought* as long as one existed, but their destruction 
was very soon completed ; our men rushed up to the 
doors of their houses, and, in a few minutes, killed the 
last warrior of them. The enemy fought with savage fu- 
ry, and met death, with aU its horrors, without shrinking, 
or complaining ; not one asked to be spared, but fought 
as long 80 they could stand or sit In consequence of 
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their flying to ^heir bouses, and mixing with their fami'- 
lies, our men, in killing ibe males, without intention 
killed and wounded a few of the squaws and children^ 
which was regretted by every o^cer and soldier of the 
detachment, out which could not be avoided. The 
number of the enemy, killed, was 186 that were count- 
ed, and a number of others that were killed in the 
weeds, not found ; I think the calculation a reasonable 
one, to say, 200 of them were killed, and 84 prisoners, 
of women and children, were taken ; not one of the 
warriors escaped, to carry the news — a circumstance 
unknown heretofore. 

I lost 5 men killed, and 41 wounded ; none mortally 
— ^the greater part slightly ; a number with arrows ; — 
this appears to form a principal part of the enemy's 
arms, for warfare ; every man having a bow, with a 
bundle of arrows, which is used after the first fira 
with the gun^ until a leisure time for loading offers. 

I have the honor, &c. 

30UN COFFEE, Brig. Gen. 
Me^* Gen. Andrew Jackson^ 

PROCLAMATION. 

James Wilkinson, Major-Generaly and jPammander m 
Chief of an Expedition against Ae CanMas, to the /n- 
habitanis thereof: — 

The army of the United States, which I have the 
honor to command, invades these Provinces — ^to con- 

Suer, and not to destroy ; to subdue the forces of his 
iritannic majesty, not to war against his unoffending 
subjects. Those, therefore, amon£ you, who remain 
quiet at home, should victory incline to the American 
standard^ shall be protected in their persons and pro- 
perty ; but those who are found in arms^ must necessa- 
rily be treated as avowed enemies. 

T 
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To menace, is unjust— to seduce^ disbononble— -^et 
it is just and humane to place these alternatiTes before 
you. 

Done at the He^d-duarters of the Army of the 
United States, this 6th day of Noyember, 1813^ 
near Ogdensburgh^ on the St. Lawrence. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 
By the Generars command, 

N. PINKNEY, Majw, and A. D. a 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE ARMY. 

FrcmGm. WUkmson^ to Ae SecrOarjf&f War. 



Head-Qoarten, French Httls, adjoimng Uie Prorinee 
of Lower Canada, NoTember 16, 1813. 

SIR — ^I beg leave to refer you to the journal,^ which 
accompanies this letter^ for the particulars of the move- 
ments of the corps, under my command, down the St. 
Lawrence, and will endeavor to exert my enfeebled 
mind to detail to you the more striking and important 
incidents, which have ensued my departure from Grren- 
adier Island, at the foot of ijake Ontario, on the 3d 
instant. 

The corps of the enemy, at Kingston, which follow- 
ed me, hung on my rear ; and, in concert with a heavy 
galley, and aj|pw gun-boats, seemed determined to re- 
tard my prc^ss. I was strongly tempted to halt — 
turn about, and put an end to bis teazing ; but, alas ! 
I. was confined to my bed — Maj, Gen. Lewis was too ill 
for any active exertion ; and, above all, I did not dare 
Buffer myself to be diverted, a single day, from a pro- 
secution of the views of government. I had written 
Maj. Gen. Hampton, on the 6th inst. by his Adjutant- 
General, Col. King, and had ordered him to form a 
junction with me, on the St Lawrence, Which I expect- 
ed would take place on the 0th or 10th. It would 
have been unpardonable, had I lost sight of this object. 
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a moment, as I deemed it of Tital importance to the 
issue of the campaign* 

The enemy deserve credit for their zeal and intelli- 
gence, which the active, universal hostility, of the male 
inhabitants of the country enabled them to employ, to 
the greatest advantage* Thus, while menaced by a res- 
pecteble force in the rear, the coast was lined with 
musquetry in front, at every critical pass of the river, 
which obliged me to march a detachment^ and this im- 
peded my progress. 

On the evening of the 9th inst. the army halted, a 
few miles from we head of the Longue Saut ; In the 
morning of the 10th, the enclosed o^er was issued. — 
General Brown marched agreeably to order, and about 
Qoon we were apprized, by the report of hb artillery, 
that he was engaged, some di^ance below us. At the 
same time, the enemy were observed in our rear ; and 
their galley and gun-boats approached our flotilla, and 
opened a fire upon us, which obliged me to order a bat> 
tery of 18 pounders to be planted, and' a shot from it 
compelled the vessels of the enemy to retire, together 
with their troops, after some firing between the advan^ 
ced parties. 

But, by this timet in consequence of disembarking, 
and re-embarking the heavy guns, the day was so far 
spent, that our pilots did not dare to enter the Saut ; 
(eight miles, a continued rapid,) and, therefore, we fell 
down about two miles, and come to for the night. 

Early the next morning, every thing was in readiness 
for motion ; but, having received no intelligence Irom 
Gen. Brown, I was still delayed, as sound caution pre- 
scribed I should learn the result of the afiair, before I 
committed the flotilla ib the Saut. At half past 10^ 
A. M. an officer/ of dragoons arrived with a letter, in 
which the General informed me he had forced the ene- 
my, and would reach the foot of the Saut, early in the 
day. Orders were immediately given, for the flotilla 
to sail ; at which instant the enemy^s gun*boats appear- 
ed, and began to throw shot am6ng us ; information 
was brought me, at the same time^ frospi Brig. General 
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Boyd, that tiie enemy's troops were adyandng in co* 
lumn ; I immediately sent orders to him to attack them. 
This report was soon contradicted ; their boats, how- 
ever; continued to scratch us, and a variety of reports 
of their movements, and counter-movements, were 
brought to me in succession ; which convinced me of 
their determination to hiu^ard an attack, when it could 
be done to the greatest advantage ; and, therefore, I 
resolved to anticipate them. Directions were, accord- 
ingly, sent, by that distinguished officer. Col. Swift, of 
the engineers, to Brig. Gen. Boyd, to throw the detach- 
meni^ of his command, assigned to him in the order of 
the preceding day, and composed of men of his own, 
Covington's and Swartwout s brigades, into three co- 
lumns,* to march upon the enemy, outflank them if pos- 
sible, and take their artillery. The action soon after 
commenced with the advanced body of the enemy, 
and became extremely sharp and galling, and with oc- 
casional pauses, not sustained with great vivacity, in 
open space and fair combat, for upwards of two and an 
half hours, the adverse lines alternately yielding and 
advancing. 

It is impossible to say, with accuracy, what was our 
number on the field ; because it consisted of indefinite 
detachments, taken from the boats, to render safe the 
passage of the Saut. Generals Covington and Swart- 
wout voluntarily took part in the action, at the head of 
detachments from their respective brigades, and exhi- 
ted thc^same courage that was displayed by Brig. Gen. 
Boyd, who happened to be the senior officer on the 
ground. Our force, engaged, might have reached 16 
or 1700 men; but actually did not exceed 1800; — 
that of the enemy was estimated from 1200 to 2000, 
but probably did not amount to nfM>re than 15 or 1600 
— consisting, as I am informed, of detachments from 
the 49th, 84th, and 104th regiments of the line ; with 
three companies of the Yoltigeur and Glengary corps, 
and the militia of the country, who are not included in 
the estimate. 

It would be presumptuous in me to attempt to give 
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"you a (ktailed account of this affair, whicfaf certainly 
reflects high honor on the ralpr of the American sol- 
dier ; as no examples can be produced of undisciplined 
men, with inexperienced officers, braving a fire of two 
hours and a half, without quitting the field, or yielding 
to their antagonists. But, sir, the information I now 
give you, is derived from officers in my confidence, 
who took parte in this conflict ; for, though I was ena« 
bled to order the attack, it was my hard fortune not to 
be able to lead the troops I commanded; the disease, 
with which I was assailed the 2d September, on my 
journey to fort George, having, with a few short inter- 
vals of convalescence, preyed on me ever since ; and, 
at the moment of this action, I was confined to my bed, 
and emaciated almost to a skeleton ; unable to sit on 
my horse, or to move ten paces without assistance. 

I must, however, be pardoned for trespassing on your 
time a few remarks, in relation to the affair : — the ob- 
jects of the British and American commanders were 
precisely opposed — ^the last being bound by instruc- 
tions of his government, and the most solemn obliga- 
tions of duty, to precipitate his descent of the St. Law- 
rence, by every practicable means ; because, 'this being 
effected, one of the greatest diflSculties opposed to the 
American arms would be surmounted — ^and thie first, 
by duties equally imperious, to retard, and, if possible, 
to prevent such descent. He is to be accounted vic- 
torious, who effects his purpose ! The British com- 
mander, having failed to gain either of his objects, can 
lay no claim to the honors of the day ; the battle fluc- 
tuated, and the triumph seemed, at different times, in- 
clined to the contending corps ; the front of the ene- 
my were, at first, forced back more than a mile ; and, 
though they never regained the ground they lost, their 
stand was permanent, and their charges resolute. 
Amidst these charges, and near the close of the con- 
test, we lost a field piece, by the fall of the officer, who 
was serving it with the same coolness, as if be had been 
at a parade of review ; this was Lieutenant Smithy of 
the light artillery, who, in point of merit, stood at the 
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head of his grade. The enemy havu^ halted, and our 
troopB being formed again, in battalion, front to front, 
and the firing having ceased on both sides, we resumed 
our position on the bank of the riyer, and the infantry 
being nmch fatigued, the whole were re-embarked, and 
proceeded further down the river, without fnilher an- 
noyance from the enemy or their giin-boats — while 
the dragoons, with five pieces of light artillery, march- 
ed down the Canada shore, without molestation. 

It is due to his rank, to his worth, and his services, 
that I should make particular mention of Brig. Gen. 
Covington, who received a mortal wound directly 
throu^ the body, while animating his men, and Jead- 
ing them to the charge — ^he fell, where he fought, at 
the head of his men, and survived but two days. 

The next morning the flotilla passed the Saut, and 
joined that excellent officer. Brig. Gen. Brown, at 
Barnhart^s, near Cornwall, where he had been instruct- 
ed to take post, and wait my arrival ; and where I con- 
fidently expected to hear of Maj. Gen. Hampton's ar- 
rival, on the opposite shore. * But, immediately after I 
halted. Col. Atkinson, the Inspector-General of the di- 
vision under Maj. Gen. Hampton, waited on me, with 
a letter from that officer ; in which, to my unspeaka- 
ble mortification and surprize, he declined the junction 
ordered, and informed me he was marching towards 
Lake Champlain, by way of co-operating in the pro- 
posed attack on Montreal. This letter, together with 
a copy of that to which it was an answer, were immedi- 
ately submitted to a Council of War, consisting of my 
general ofiicers, and the Colonel commanding the elite, 
the , chief engineer, and the Adjutant-General — who 
unanimously gave it as their opinion *' that the 
attack on Montreal should be abandoned for the 

S resent season, and the army near Cornwall should 
e immediately crossed to the American shore, fo^ 
taking up winter quarters ; and that this place afford- 
ed an eli^ble situation for such quarters.** 

I acquiesced in those opinions, not fi'om the short- 
ness ofthe stock ofproviiions, (which had been redu* 
ced by the acts of God,) because that of our meat had 
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been increased fire days, and our l»*ead bad been re- 
duced only two days ; and^ because we could, in case 
of extremity, have lired upon the enemy — but because 
the loss of Maj. Gen. Hampton weakened my force too 
sensibly, to justify the attempt. In all my measures, 
and movements of moment, I have taken the opinions 
of my general oflBcers, which have been in accord with 
my own. 

I remained on the €anada shore until the next day, 
without seeinj^ or heariiig from the ^* powerful force" 
of the enemy in our nei^borhood, and the same day 
reached this position, with the- artillery and infantry. 
Th$ dra|p>etid have been ordered to IJtica, and its vi*- 
ci&ity; and, I expect, are 50 or 60 miles on their 
march. 

You have, under cover, a summairy ab&tract of the 
^Ued and wounded, in the affair of the II th instant, 
which shall soon be followed by a particular return, in 
which a just regard shall be paid to individual merits 
— the dead^est in honor, and the wounded bled for their 
eountry, and deserve its gratitude. 

With perfect respect, &c. 

JAMES WILKINSON. 

In the action of the 1 1th inst. the American loss was 
102 killed, and 232 wounded — ^total, killed and wound- 
ed^ 334. 



THE PROPOSED JUNCTION. 

¥rmn Oeneral Wilkinson^ t0 Oemral Hampton. 

H. Q. of the Army, 7 miles above OgdeHBbargb, 
Not. 6, 1 8 13. (in the erening.) 

• SIR — ^I address you at the special instance of the 
Secretary of War, who, by bad roads, worse weather, 
and ill health, was diverted from meeting me, near this 
place, and determined to tread back his steps to Wasb- 
iogton, from Antwerp, on the 29th ult. 
1 am destined to, and determined on the attack of 
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Montreal, if riot prevented by some act of God ; and 
to give securttv to the enterprize, the -division under 
your command must co-operate with the corps under 
my immediate orders. The point of rendezvous is the 
circumstance ot greatest interest to the issue of this 
operation ; and the distance which separates us, and my 
ignorance of the practicability of the direct or devious 
routes, by which you must march, make it necessary 
that your own Judgment should determine that point. 
To assist you m makiM thg^ mund e&t determination, 
jind to lake the most promptanci determined measures^ 
I can only inform you of m^ intentions and situation, 
in some respects of first importance :— I shall pass 
Prescott to-night, because the stage of the season will 
not allow me three days to take it — ^shall cross the ca* 
valry at Hamilton, which will not require a day ; — I 
shall thence press forward, and break down every op- 
position^ to this river, there to cross the Isle Perrot, 
and, with my scows, to bridge the narrow inner chan- 
nel, and thus obtain foothold on Montreal Island, at 
about 20 miles from the city ; after which, our artille- 
ry, bayonets, and swords, must secure our triumph, or 
provide us honorable graves. 

Jiliclosed you have a memorandum of field and bat- 
tering train, pretty well found in fixed ammunition, 
which may enable you to dismiss your own ; but we 
are deficient in loose powder, and musquet cartridges; 
and, therefore, hope you may be abundantly found. 

On the subject of provisions, I wish I could give a 
favorable information ; out whole stock of bread may 
be computed at about 15 days, and our meat at 20. In 
speaking on this stlbject to the Secretary of War, he 
informed me, ample magazines were laid up on Lake 
Champlain, and, therefore, I must request of you to 
order forward two or three months supply, by the safest 
route, in a direction to the proposed scene of action. 
I have submitted the state of our provisions to my ge* 
neral officers, who unanimously agree that it should 
not prevent the progress of the expedition ; and they 
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cddo agree in opinion, if jou are not in force to' faoe litm 
enemy, you should meet ub at St Regis, or its yicinitr. 

I shaU expect to hear from, if not see you at that place, 
on the 9th. 

I haye the honor, (ficc 

JAMES WILKINSON. 
Mtff. Oen. Hamptffin. 



^■.i 
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fWm OiiL Hagnpimi to Oen. WUKnsinu 

Head-Quarters, Four Comers, Nov. 8, 1813. 

SIR-^I had the honor to receiye, at a late hour last 
eyening, by Col. King, your communication of the 6th ; 
and was deeply impressed with a sense of the responsi- 
bility it imposed, of deciding upon the means of our co- 
operation. The idea suggested, as the opinion of your 
omcers, of eflfecting the junction at St Re^s^ was most 
pleasing, as bemg most immediate, until 1 came to the 
disclosure of the amount of your supplies of proyisidns.— - 
Col. Atkinson will explain die reasons, that would haye 
rendered it impossible fi>r me to haye brought more than 
each man could haye carried on his back ; and, when I 
reflected, that in throwmg myself upon your scanty meansy 
I should be weakening you in y6ur most yulnerable pcrnit, 
1 did not hesitate to aaopt the opinion, after consulting the 

general and principal officers, that, by throwing myself 
ack on my main depot, when all the means of transport- 
ation had gone, and falling upon the enemy's flank, and 
straining eyery effort to open a communication from 
Plattsburgh to Coghnowaga, or any other point you may 
indicate on the St Lawrence, I sliould more cTOctually 
contribute to your success, than by a junction at St. Re- 
gis ; the way is, in many places, blodkaded and abetted, 
and the roaa impracticable, for wheel-carriagip during the 
winter ; but, by the employment of pack-horses, if 1 am 
not oyerpowered, I hope to preyent your starying. I 
Kaye ascertained, and witnessed, that tho plan of th# 

U 



jfkj is Uk barn, and consume every thing in our advance. 
My troops, and other means^ will be described to you by 
CoL Atkinson; besides the rawness and sickness, they 
have endured fatigues, equal to a winter^s campaign, in 
the late snows and bad weather, and are sadly dispirited 
and fallen off; but, upon this subject, I must refer you to 
Col. Atkinson. 

With these means, what can be accomplished by human 
exertion, I will attempt— with a mind devoted to the ge- 
neral objects of the campaign. 

I have the honor, &c. 

W. HAMPTON. 
His Ex. Maj. Gen. J. Wilkinson. 



THE AFFAIR AT WILUAMSBURGH. 

Oen. WUkinsan to Qen. Armstrong: 

H. QmrUrs, French Mills^ Nov. 1 8, 1813. 

SIR — ^I beg this may be considered as an appendage 
to my offidal communication, respecting the action of the 
11th inst. ' I last evening received the enclosed idbima* 
tion, the result pf the examination of sundry prisoneiv, 
taken on the field of battle ; which justifies the opinion of 
the surviving general ofiicers, who were in the engage- 
ment* This soes to prove, that though the iqiperious 
obligation of duty did not allow me sufficient time to route 
the enemy, they were beaten — ^the accidental loss of one 
field-piece notwithstanding, after it had been discharged 
15 or 20 times. I have also learned^ from what is con- 
sidered good authonty, (but I will not vouch for the cor- 
rectness of it,) that the enemv's loss exceeded 500, killed 
and wounded. The enclosea report will correct an error 
in my former communication : as, it appears, it was. the 
39th^ and not the 84th Bri^sh regiment, which was en- 
gaged on the 11th. I beg leave to mention, relative to 
%e action of the 11th, what, from my extreme indisposi- 
tion, I have omitted : — Shaving received information, late 
in the day^ that the contest had Ijiecome somewhat dubi- 
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ous, I ordered up a reserve of 600 men, whom I had di- 
Tected to stand by their arms^ under Lieut. CoL Uphaoa, 
who gallantly led them into action, w^ich terminated a 
lew minutes after their arrival on the ground. 

With conflideratiod, &c. 

JAMES WILKINSON- 
Hen. J . Armstrongs ^cWar. 

. The strength of the enemy, according to the statement 
of a number of British prisoners, taken on the field of bat* 
tle^ (and separately examined,) was 2,100 men — 4 pieces 
of artillery, and 7 gun-boats, one mounting a 24 pounder. 



AFFAIR AT CHATAUGAY. 

Copy of a leUerfrom General Wade Hampton, to the Secreiartf of 

War, dated 

H. Quarters y Four Corners, Nov, 1. 181 3. 

SIR — Oa the morning of tl^ 21st ult the army com- 
menced its movement down the Chataugay? for the pur- 
pose of placing itself in a situation which would enable it 
to fulfil its parts of the proposed combined operations, on 

the St Lawrence, 

An extensive wood, of 11 or 12 miles in front, blocked 
fip with felled timber, and covered by the Indians and 
li^t troops of the enemy, was a serious impediment to 
the arduous task of opening a road for the artillery and 
stores. Brig. Gen; Izard, with the light troops, and on^ 
regiment oCthe line, was detached, early io the mornings 
to turn these impediments in flanks and tp seize on the 
more open countiy below ; while the army, preceded by 
a strong working party, advanced on a more circuitous 
but practicable route for a road. The measure, as will 
be seen by the report of Brig. Gen. Izard, which I have 
the honor to enclose^ completely smjceeded ; and the main 
body of the army reached the advanced position, on the 
evening of the 22d ; the 23d and 24th were employed in 
completii^ the road, and getting up the artillery and 
«tOres« 
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I had arringed^ at mj departure) under the miction of 
Major Parker, a line ol CQimiBUDicatioo, as far up the St 
Lawrence as (^densbargh, for the purpose of hastening 
to me the earliest notice (h* the Drogress of oar amr^ dbwn» 
I had surmounted 34 miles of the most difficult part of 
the route, and had, in advance of me, seven miles of open 
country ; but, at the end of that distance, commenced a 
wood of some miles in extent, which had been formed in* 
to an entire abattis, and filled by a succession of wooden 
breast-works, the rearmost of which were supplied with 
ordnance. In front of these defences were placed the In* 
dian force, and light corps of the enemy ; and, in the rear, 
all of his disposaole force* As the extent of this force 
depended upon his sense of danger on the St Lawrence, 
it was a cause of reeret that all communication, from 
yourself or Major Pawer, seemed to be at an end* As it 
was, however, believed that the enemy was hourly adding 
to his strength, in this position*-*if free from the appre- 
hension of danger from above, an eflbrt was judged ne- 
cessary to dislodge him ; and, if it succeeded, we should 
be in possession of a position which we could hold as lone 
as any. doubts remained of what was passing above, and 
of the real part io be assigned us. 

Our guides assured us of a shoal and practicable ford- 
ing-place, opposite the lower flank of the enemy's de- 
fences; and that the wood, on the opposite side of the 
river, a distance of seven or eight miles, was practicable 
for the passage of the troops« GoL Purdy, with the XiAt 
corps, and a strong body of infantry of uie line, was de^r 
tacned, at an early hour of the nig^t of the 2^th, to gain 
tiiis ford by the morning, and to commence Ins atta» in 
the rear; and that was to be the signal for the army to 
fall on in front-^end, it was believed, die pass might be 
carried, before the enemy's distant troops could be brought 
forward to its support 

I had retomed to aiy quarters, from Purdv's column, 
about 9 o'clock at in^t, when I found a Mr. Baldwin^ of 
tfie Quarter-Master Oeneral's department, who put inia 
my hands an ofen paper, containmg instmctions to him, 
from the Quarter-Master General, respecting the bufljnig 
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of kute for the armj^ in Chateugay, bdour tlie line, 
paper stink my hopes, and raised serious doubts of receiv- 
ng that efficacious support which had been anticipated ; 
I would have recalled tbe cdumn^ but it was in motion-^ 
and the darkness oS the luu^t rendered it impracticable. 
I could only ^ forward. The army was put in motion 
on the morning of the 26th9 leaving its ba^age &c. on 
the ground of encampment 

Cm advancing near the enemy, it was found that the 
column, on the opposite side, was not as far advanced as 
had been anticipated ; the guides had misled it, and final* 
ly failed in findmg the ford. We could not communicate 
with it, but only awaited tfie attack below. About two 
o'clock the firing commenced, and our troops advanced 
rapidly to the attack. The enemy's l^ht troops com- 
menced a shanpfire, but Brig. Gen. Izard advanced, with, 
his brigade— H^-ove him every wherrbehind his defences, 
and silenced the fire in his front. This brigade would 
have pushed forward, as far as courage, skUl and penieve* 
ranee- could have carried it ; but, on advancing, it was 
found that the firing had commenced on the opposite side, 
and tbe ford had not been gained. The enemy retired 
behind his defences ; but a renewal of Ins attack was ex- 
pected, and the- troops remained some time m their posi- 
tion to meet it The troops, on the opposite side, were 
excessively fatigued ; the enterprize had feiled in its main 
point ; and CoL Pnrdy was ordered to vrithdraw his co- 
uimn to a shoal, four or five miles above, and cross over. 
The day was spent, and Gen. Izard was ordered to widi- 
draw his brigade to a position, three miles in the rear, to 
which place die bagrage had been ordered forward. 

The slowness, ana order, with which Gen. Izard retired 
with his brigade, could but have inspired the enemy witb 
respect ; they presumed not to venture a shot at him dur- 
ing his movement ; but the unguardedness of some part 
or Purdy's command exposed him to a rear attack irom 
the Indians, which was repeated afler dark, and exposed 
him to some loss ; these attacks were always repelled, and 
must have cost the enemy as many lives as we lost Our 
entire loss, of killed, wounded, and missmg, does not ex- 
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enemy's post, the army encamped on the night of the 26tht 
and remamed until 12 o'clock of the 28th. All the de« 
serterst of whom there were four, haying concurred in the 
information that Sir George Prevost, with three other ge- 
neral officers, had arrived,' with the whole of his disposa- 
ble force, «nd lay in the rear of these defences ; and a 
letter from Major Parker, (by express, received on the 
evening of ^e 26th,) having informed me that no move- 
ments of our army, down the St Lawrence, had been 
heai^ of at Ogdensburgh, and for some distance above. 
The following Questions were submitted to the command- 
ing officers of brigades, regiments and corps, and the 
heads of the general staff, in a council, convened fpr the 
purpose :*— ^ Is it advisable, under existing circumstances, 
to renew the attack on the enemy^s poi^tion ; and, if not, 
what position is it adtisable for the army to take, until it \ 

can receive advices of th^ advance of the grand army down 
the St Lawrence ?'' The dpinicm of the council was ex« 
pressed in the following words :^-^^ It is the unanimous 
opnion of this council^ that it is necessary, for the pre* 
servation of this army, and the fulfilment of the ostensible 
views of the government, that we immediately return, by 
orderly marches, to such a position^ (Ghataugay,) as wiu 
secure our communications with the U. States, either to 
retire into winter quarters, or to be ready to strike below." 
In pursuance of this opinion^ the anny has returned, by 
slow marches, to this place, and now awaits the orders of 
the government Its eondition will be stated by the bear- 
er. Col. King, who can give you, upon every point, mor6 
full and perfect information, than could be contained in a 
written detaU. 

I have the honor, &c. 

W. HAMPTON. 

Hon. J. Armstrongs Sec. Wan 
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VICTORY OVER THE CREEKa 

" Oopy of a letter from Major-Oenerat Cocke^ to the Secretary of 

fVary iated 

H. Q. Fort Armstrangy Nov. 28 j 1813. 

SIR — ^I have the honor to enclose you a copy of Brig. 
Gen. James White's detailed report of his excursion to 
the Hillib^e Towns. 

I am, &c« 

JOHN GOCKE, Major^eneral 



GEN. WHITE'S REPORT. 

» Fort Armstnn^y Nov. 2iA^ iSia 

DEAR GENERAL— In mine of the 19th instant, by 
Major Outlaw, I promised you a detailed report, respect- 
ing the detachment ordered by you to the Hillibee Towns, 
in the Creek nation. In compliance with that promise, I 
have now the honor to state~-That, under your order of 
the 1 1th inst. I immediately marched with the mounted 
infantry, under the iinmediate command of Col. Burcfa ; 
the cavalry, under the command of Major Porter; and a 
few of the Cherokee Indians, under the command of CoL 
Morganr-^with very short rations for four days only. We 
continued our march to Little Oakfuskie, when we fell in 
with, and captured five hostile Creek warriors, supposed 
to be spies. Fkiding no other Indians at that place, we 
burned the town, which consisted of 30 houses. We then 
proceeded to a town called Genalga, and burned the same^ 
-consisting of 93 houses ; tbenee we proceeded to Nitty 
Chaptoa, consisting of about 25 houses, which I constdeiE- 
ed it most prudent not to destrc^, as it*might possibly be 
pf use at some future period. From thence we marched 
to the Hillibee Town, consisting of about 20 houses, a(^ 
joining which was Grayson's farm^ Previous to our arri- 
val at that place, I was advised that a part of the hostile 
Creeks was assembled there. .Having marched within 
six or seven mues of it, en the. 1 7th, I dismounted a part 
of the force uiider my command, .and sent them,, unde^ 
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the commaiid of CoL Burcfa, witk dbe Cherokees^ under 
the commaDd of CoL Moi^jan^ id adirance, to surround the 
town in the night, and make the attack at dayli^t, on 
the 18th^ Owing to the darkness of the oight; the town 
was not reached until after daylight— but so complete was 
the surprizot that we suoceedied in surroundhig the town, 
Imd kiUmg, and capturing almost (if not entirely) the 
whole of ^e hostile Creeks assemmed there; consisting 
of about 316, of which number about 60 warriors were 
killed on the spot, and the remainder made prisoners.--* 
Before the close of the ensragement, my whole force was 
up, and ready for action, bad it become necessary ; but» 
owing to the want of knowledge, on the part of the In- 
dians, of our approach, they were entirely killed and 
taken before they could prepate for any eflfectual defence. 
We lost not one drop <rfl mood in accom{Jishing this enter- 
prise. We destroyed this village ; and, in obedience to 
your orders, conmienoed our march for this post, whidi 
we were unable to reach until yesterday. I estimate the 
distance, from tins to Grayson^s form, at about 100 miles. 
The ground orer which we travdUed, is so rough and 
hilly as to render a passage very difficult Many defiles 
it was impMsible to pass in safety, without the greatest 
{M'ecaution/ For a part of the time, the weather was so 
very wet, being encumbered with pnscmers, and the troops, 
and their horses having to subsist, in a very j^at degree, 
upon such supplies as we could procure in the nation, 
rendered our march more tardy than it otherwise would 
have been. 

The troops under my command have visited the heart 
of that section of the Cireek nation where the Red Sticks 
were first distributed. 

In justice to thisjEallapt band, I am proud to state, that 
tile whole of the erasers and men, under the command of 
Col. Burch, performed their duty cheerfiillv, and without 
eomplaint-^lnat from the cool, orderly and prompt man- 
ner m wl^di Major Porter, and the cavalry under his com- 
mand, formed and conducted themselves in evenr case of 
alaiiB, 1 had tfie highest ccmfidence in tfaSem. C$ol. Mor- 
gan, and tfia QiardMeB under his command, gave imder 
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Diable evidence that they merit the employ of their go- 
Temment. In short, sir, the whole detachment under my 
command, conducted in such a manner as to enable me to 
assure you that they are capable of performing any thing 
to which the same number of men are equal. 

It gives me pleasure to add, that Mr. M 'Corrj^, who 
acted as my aid in this expedition, rendered services that 
to me were indispensible — to his country very useful, and 
to himself highly honorable. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

JAMES WHITE, Brig. Gen. 
Major Gen. John Cocke. 

GEN. FLOYD!S VICTORY OVER THE CREEKS. 

Head'Quarlers^ 6th and 7th districts. 

MflUdgeviUe^ 7th Dec. 1813. 

SIR — ^I have the honor of enclosing to you a copy of 

the official account which I have just received from Bri- 

fadier-General Floyd, of an attack made by him on the 
ostile Indians, and sincerely congratulate your excellency 
on the good conduct and oravery displayed on this occa- 
sion by the officers and troops of the state in which you 
^ preside. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

THOMAS PINCKNEY. 
His excellency Peter Early, 



Camp west of Catahouchie^ Dec. 4, 1813. 
Major-General Pinckney^ . 

SIR — ^I have the honor. t« communicate to your excel- 
lency, an account of an action fought the 29th ult. on the 
Talapoosie river, between part of the force under my 
command and a large body of the Creek Indians. 

Having received mibrmation that numbers of the hostile 
Indians were assembled at Autossee, a town on the south- 
ern bank of the Talapoosie, about eighteen miles from the 

X 
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Hickory-ground, and twenty above the junction of that 
river with the Coosa, I proceeded to it with 960 of the 
Georgia militia, accompanied by between S and 406 
friendly Indians. Having encamped within nine or ten 
miles of the point of destination the preceding evening, we 
resumed the march a few minuter before one on the morn- 
ing of the 29th, and at half past six were formed for ac- 
tion in front of the town. 

Booth^s battalion composed the ri^ht column, and march- 
ed from its centre. Watson^s battalion composed the left, 
and marched from its right ; Adams^ rifle company, and 
Merriwether's under Lieutenant Hendon, were on the 
flanks; Captain Thomas' artillery marched in front of the 
right column in the road. 

It was my intention to have completely surrounded the 
enemy, by appuying the right wing of ihy force on Can- 
lehee creek, at the mouth of which I was informed the 
town stood, and resting the left on the river bank below 
the town ; but to our surprise, as day dawned, we per- 
ceived a second town about five hundred yards below that 
which we bad first viewed, and were preparing to attack. 
The plan was immediately changed— three companies of 
infantry on the left were wheeled to the left into echdUm^ 
and were advanced to the low town, accompanied by Me- 
riwether's rifle company, and two troops of light dragoons 
under the command of captains Irwin and Steele. 

The residue of the force approached the upper town, 
and the battle soon became general. The Inaians pre- 
sented themselves at every point, and fought with the des- 
Eerate bravery of real fanatics. The well directed fire, 
owever, of the artillery, added to the charge of the bay- 
onet, soon forced them to take refuge in the out houses, 
thickets, and copses in the rfear of the town ; many it is 
believed, concealed themselves in caves, previously lormed 
for the purpose of secure retreat, in the high bluff" of the 
river, whicn was thickly covered with reed and brush- 
wood. The Indians of the friendly party who accompa- 
nied us on the expedition, were divided into four com- 
panies, and placed under the command of leaders of their 
own selection. They were, by engagement entered into 
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the day previous, to have crossed the river abpve the town, 
and been posted oh the opposite shore during the action, 
for the purpose of firing upon such of the enemy as might 
attempt to escape, or Keep in check any reinforcements 
which might .probably be thrown in from the neighboring 
towns ; but owing to the difficulty of the ford, and cold- 
ness of the weather, and the lateness of the hour, this ar- 
rangement failed, and their leaders were dircdled to cross 
Canieebee creek, and occupy that flank, to prevent es- 
capes from the Tallisee town. Some time alter the ac- 
tion commenced, our red friends thrcmged, in disorder, in 
the rear of our lines. The Cowetaws, under Mcintosh, 
and the Tookabatchians, under Mad Dog^s Son, fell on 
our flanks, and fought with an intrepidity worthy of any 
troops. 

At 9 o'clock the enemy was completely driven from 
the plain, and the houses of both towns wrapped in 
flames. As we were then 60 oules from any depot of 
provisions, and our five days rations pretty much reduced, 
m the heart of the enemy's country, whicli in a few mo- 
ments could have poured, from its numerous towns, hosts 
of its fiercest warriors — ^as soon as i)ixe dead and wounded 
were disposed o£, I ordered the place to be abandoned, and 
the troops to commence their march to Chatahouche. 

It is difficult to determine the strength of the enemy ; 
but, from the information of some of the chiefs, which it is 
said can be relied on, there were assembled at Autodse, 
warriors from eight towns, for its defence — ^it being their 
beloved ground, on which they proclaimed no white .man 
could approach, without inevitable destruction. It is dif- 
ficult to give a precise account of the loss of the enemy ; 
but, from the number which were lying scattered over the 
field, together with those destroyed in the towns, add the 
many slain on the banks of the river, which respectable 
officers affirm they saw lying in heaps at the water's ed^^e, 
where they had been precipitated by their survivmg 
friends, their loss, in killed, indepeiMlent of their wounded, 
must have been, at least, 200, (among whom are the Au- 
tosse and Tallissee kings,) and from the circumstance of 
their making no effijtrts to molest our return, probably 
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greater. Tbe number of buildings burnt, some of a su- 
perior order for the dwelling of savages, and filled with 
valuable articles, is supposed to be 4(10. 

Adjutant-General Newman rendered important ser- 
vices during the action, by his cool and deliberate courage. 
My aid, Major Crawford, discharged, with promptitude, 
the duties oi a brave and meritorious officer. Maj. Pace, 
who acted as field-aid, also distinguished himself; both 
these gentlemen had their horses shot under them, and 
the latter lost his. Dr. Williamson, hospital surgeon, and 
Dr. Clopton, were prompt and attentive in discharge of 
their duty towards the wounded, during the action. 

Major Freeman, at the head of Irwin's troop of cavalry 
and part of Steele's, made a furious and successful charge 
upon a body of Indians, sabred several, and completely 
defeated them. Captain Thomas and his company, Capt. 
Adams^ aiid Lieut. Hendon's rifle companies, killed a great 
many Indians, and deserve particular praise. Captain 
Bartorr^s company were in the hottest of the battle, and 
fought like soldiers. Captain Myrick, Captain Little, 
Captain King, Captain Broadnax, Capt. Cleveland, Capt. 
Joseph T. Cunningham, and Captain Lee, with their com- 

Eanies, distinguished themselves. Brigade-Major Shar- 
leford was of great service in bringmg the troops into 
action ; and Adjutant Broadnax, and Major Montgomery, 
who acted, as Assistant-Adjutant, showed great activity 
and courage. Major Booth used his best endeavors in 
bringing his battalion to action, and Major Watson's bat- 
tallion acted with considerable spirit. Irwm's, Patterson's 
and Steele's troops of cavalry, whenever an opportunity 

E resented, charged with success. Lieutenant Strong had 
is horse shot, and narrowly escaped ; and Quarter-mas- 
ter Tennal displayed the greatest heroism, and miracu- 
lously escaped, tnpugh badly wounded, after having his 
horse shot from under him. The topographical engineer 
was vigilant in his endeavors to render serviqe. 

The troops deserve the highest praise for their forti- 
tude, in enduring hunger, cold, and fatigue, without a 
murmur, having marched a hundred and twenty miles, in 
seven days. 
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The friendly Indiand lost several, killed and wounded ; 
the number not exactly known. Captain Barton, an ac- 
tive and intelligent officer, (the bearer of these dispatches,) 
can, more particularly, explain to your excellency, the 
conduct, movements, and operations of the army. 

I have the honor, &c. 

JOHN FLOYD, S. Gen. 

In the above actions, there were 11 killed and 54 
wounded. — Brig. Gen. Floyd wounded j^everely, and Adj. 
Gen. Newman, slightly. 
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LOSS OF FORT NIAGARA. 

B4tpy of a Utter from Gen. M'Clure^ofthe NenhTork State troeps^ to 

the Secretary of War. 

H. Quarter Sy Biifftdoe, Dec. 22, 1813: 

SIR — ^I regret to be under the necessity of announcing 
to you the mortifying intelligence of the loss of Fort Nia- 
gara. On the mormng of the 19th inst. about 4 o'clock, 
the enemy crossed the river at the Five-mile Meadows, in 
great force— consisting of regulars and Indians, who made 
their way, undiscovered, to the garrison, which» from the 
most correct information I coula collect, was completely 
surprized. Our men were nearly all asleep in their tents 
— the enemy rushed in, and commenced a most horrid 
slaughter; such as escaped the fury of the first onset re- 
tired to the old mess-house, where they kept up a destruc- 
tive fire on the enemy, until a want of ammunition com- 
pelled them to surrender. Although' our force was very 
inferior, and comparatively small indeed, I am induced to ^ 
think that the disaster is not attributable to any want of 
troops^ but to gross neglect in the commanding officer of 
thejort^ Captain Leonard, in not preparing, being ready, 
^d looking out for the expected attack. 

I have not been able to ascertain, correctly, the number 
of killed and wounded ; about twenty regulars have es- 
caped out of the fort, some badly wounded. Lieut Peck, 
of the 24th regiment, is killed, and it is said three others. 
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You will perceite, sir, by the enclosed general orders, that 
I apprehended an attack, and made the necessary arrange* 
ments to meet it ; but have reason to believe, from infor- 
mation received by those who have made their escape, 
that the commandant did not, in any respect, comply with 
those orders. 

On the same morning, a detachment under Major Ben- 
net, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked by a 
party of savages ; but the Major, and his little corps, by 
makmg a despcfrate charge, efiected their retreat, after 
being surrounded by several hundred, with the loss of six 
or eight, who douotless were killed, among whom were 
two sons of Capt Jones, Indian interpreter. The villages 
of Youngstown, Lewistown, Manchester, and the Indian 
Tuscarora village, were reduced to ashes ; and the inof- 
fensive inhabitants, who could not escape, were, without 
regard to age or sex, inhumanly butchered by savages, 
headed by British officers, painted. A British officer, 
who is taken prisoner, avows, that many small children 
were murdered by their Indians. Major Mallory, who 
was stationed at Schlosser, with about 40 Canadian vo- 
lunteers, advanced to Lewistown Heights, and compelled 
the advanced guard of the enemy to lall back to the foot 
of the mountam ; the Major is a meritorious officer ; he 
fought the enemy two days, and contended eyery inch of 
ground to the Tautawanty creek. In these actions, Lieut 
XiOwe, 23d regiment, U. S. infantry, and 8 of the Canadian 
volunteers, were killed. I had, myself, three days pre- 
vious to the attack on the Niagara, left it with a view of 
providing for the defence of this place, Black Rock, and 
the other villages on this frontier. I came here without 
troops, and have called out the militia of Genesee, Niaga- 
gara and Chatauque counties, en masse. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

GEO. M^CLURE, Brig. Gen. Camg. 

Hen. J. Armstrong. 



1&7 
GENERAL ORDERS. 

H. Quarter^, Fort Niagara, Dec. 12, 1 Si 3* 
Capt. Leonard will, as soon as possible, have a |»'opor- 
ticn of hand grenades, in the different block^hooses, and 
give directions to the officers of the infantry where thej 
siiould be posted, with their men, in case of an attack ;*^ 
and, shoula they not be able to maintain the outworks, to 
repair the block and mess-houses ; and have every thing 
arranged in such a manner, as though he expected an im* 
mediate attack. Much is expected of Capt Leonard, 
from his long experience and knowledge of duty ; and the 
General feels confident he will be well supported by Capt. 
Loomis, of the artillery, as well as the officers of infantry. 
By order of Gen. M^Clure, 

DONALD FRASER, Lieut. 15th Infantry, 

Vol. Aid^e-Camp. 



CAPTAIN LEONARD. 



* Extract of a letter fnm Gen. M'Clurey dated. 

Batavia, Dec. 25, 1 813. 
^y It is a notorious fact, that the night on which Fort 
Niagara was captured, Capt Leonard left the fort aboul^ 
1 1 o'clocky P. M. I am assured that he has since given 
himself up to the enemy, and that he and his famil^ are 
now on the Canadian side of the straif 



BUFFALOE DESTROYED. 

From Major-General Holly to Governor TompkinSy dated 

H. a Niagara Frontier ^ Dec. 30, 1813. 

7 o^doektP. M^ 
SIR— I have on^ time to acknoidedge the receipt of 
vour letter, of the 25th inst. and to addy that this frontier 
is wholly desolate. The British crossed over, supported 
by a strong party iA Indians, at a little before day4%ht, 
thie momino', near Black Rock ; they twra met by th4" - 
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litia, under tny command, with spirit ; but overpower- 
ed by numbers and discipline of the enemy^ the mUitia 
gare way, and fled on every side — every attempt to 
rally tbem was inefiectual. The enemy's purpose was 
obtained, and the flourishing village of Bunaloe laid in 
ruins. The Niagara frontier now lies open and naked 
to our enemies ; — your judgment will direct you what 
is most proper in this emergency. I am exhausted 
with fatigue, and must defer particulars until to-mor- 
row — ^many valuable lives are lost 

I have the honor, &c. 

A. HALL, Maj. Gen. 



ANOTHER VICTORY OVER THE CREEKS. 



Extract of a letter from Brig.Oen. Claiborne^ to the Secretary of 

War, dated 

Fort Claiborne, East bank of Alabama, 85 miles abore 
Fort Stoddart, January Ist, 1814. 

SIR— -On the 1 3th ult. I marched a detachment from 
this post, with a view of destroying the towns of the 
inimical Creek Indians on the Alabama, above tlie 
mouth of Cahaba ; [here the General details the move- 
ments of his troops, and adds,] thirty of the enemy 
^were killed ; and, judging from every appearance, ma- 
ny were wounded. The loss on our part was 1 corpo- 
ral killed ; one ensign, two sergeants, one corporal 
and two privates, wounded. We destroyed their town, 
(Eccancacha,) consisting of 200 houses, and one other 
town of 60 houses. I have the honor, &c. 

F.L. CLAIBORNE, 5. Gen. Volunteers. 
Ex. John Armstrong. 



GALLANT DEFENCE AT FORT DEFIANCE. 

Copy of a letter from Brig. Qen. Floyd^ to Maj. Oen. Pinkney, dated 

Camp Defiance, 48 miles west of Chatahouchee, 

January 27, 1814. 

SIR<^-I have the honor to acquaint your excellency, 
that, this morning, at 20 minutes past 5 o'clock, a very 







169 

large body of hostile Tndians made a deperate attack 
upon the army under my command. They stole upon 
the centinelsy fired upon them, and> with great impetu* 
osity, rushed upon our lines. In 20 minutes the ac- 
tion became general, and our front, right and left flanks, 
were closely pressed; but the brave and gallant con- 
duct of the field and line officers, and the firmness of 
the men, repelled them at every point. 

T^he steady fiimness, and incessant fire of Captain 
Thomas' artillery, and Capt. Adams' riflemen, pre- 
served our front line ; both of these companies suffer- 
ed greatly. The enemy rushed within 30 yards of 
the artillery ; and Capt. Broadnax, who commanded 
one of the picket guards, maintained his post with great 
bravery, until the enemy gained his rear; and then 
cut his way through them to the army. So soon as it 
became light enough to distinguish objects, I ordered 
Majors Watson's and Freeman's battalions to wheel 
up, at right angles, with Majors Booth's and Cleve- 
land's battalions ; the order for the charge was prompt- 
ly obeyed, and the enemy fled in every direction be- 
fore the bayonet. The signal was given for the charge 
of fhe cavalry, who pursued and sabred fifteen of the 
enemy ; who left 37 dead on the field. From the efiii- 
sion of blood, and the number of head-dresses and war; 
clubs found, in various directions, their loss must have 
been considerable, independent of the wounded. 

I directed the friendly Indians, with Merriwether's 
and Ford's rifle companies,* accompanied by Captain 
Hamilton's troop, to pursue them through Calibee 
swamp, where they were trailed by their blood, but 
succeeded in overtaking but one of their wounded. 

Col. Newman received three balls, in the commence- 
ment of the action, which deprived me of the services 
of that gallant and useful officer. The Assistant Adj. 
Gen. Narden, was indefatigable in the discharge ot his 
duty, and rendered important services ; his horse was 
wounded under him. The whole of the staff was prompt, 
and discharged their duty with courage and fidelity ; 
their vigilance, the intrepidity of the officers, and firm- 

Y 
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ness of the men, meet my approbation, and deserve the 
praise of their country. I have to regret the death of 
many of my brave fellows, who have found honorable 
graves, in the voluntary support of their country. 

My aid-de-caiup, in executing ray orders, had his 
horse killed under him. Gen. Lee and Major Pace, 
who acted as additional aids, rendered me essential ser- 
vices, with honor to themselves, and usefulness to the 
cause in which they have embarked. Four waggon 
and several other horses were killed, and two of the ar- 
tillery horses were wounded. While I deplore the 
losses sustained on this occasion, I have the consolation 
to know that the men, which I have the honor to com- 
mand, have done their duty. 

I, herewith, transmit you a list of the killed and 
wounded. 

I have the honor, &c. 

JOHN FLOYD, Brig. Gen. 

Our loss, in the above action, was 17 whites, and 5 
friendly Indians, killed — and 132 whites, and 15 friend- 
ly Indians, wounded-^total, killed and wounded, 169* 



PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE CREEKS. 

Copy of a letter from Oen, Jackson^ of the Tennessee Volunteer s, 

to Qen. Finckney^ daied 



r. Q. Port Strother, 29th Jan. 1814. 
SIR— I had the honor of informing you, in a letter 
of the 31st ult. forwarded by Mr. M^Candless, (express) 
of an excursion I contemplated making, still further in 
the enemy's country, with the new raised volunteers, 
from Tennessee. I had ordered those troops to form a 
junction with me, on the 10th instant ; but they did 
not arrive until the 14th. Their number, including 
officers, was about 800 ; and, on the 1 5th, I marched 
them across the river to graze their horses. On the 
next day I followed, with the remainder of our force — 
consisting of the artillery company, with one 6 pound- 
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eiv one eompany of inifantry, of 48 men, two compa* 
nies of spies, commanded by Captains Gorden and Rus** 
seU of about 30 men each, and a company of volunteer 
officers, headed by Gen. Cofiee, who had been abandon^ 
ed by his men, and who still remained in the fields 
awaiting the orders of the government — making my 
force, exclusive of Indians, 930. 

The motives which influenced me to penetrate still 
further into the enemy's country, were many and ur- 
gent — the term of service, of the new raised volunteers, 
was short ; and a considerable part of it was expired — 
they were expensive to the government, and were full 
of ardor to meet the enemy. The ill effects of keep- 
ing soldiers of this description idle, and long stationa- 
ry, I had been made to feel but too sensibly already. 
Other caiises concurred to make such a movement not 
only justifiable, but absolutely necessary. I had re- 
ceived a letter from Capt. M'AIpin, of the 5th inst. who 
commanded at fort Armstrong in the absence of Col. 
Snodgrass, informing me that 14 or 15 towns of the ene- 
my, situated on the waters of the Talapoosa, were 
about uniting their forces, and attacking that place, 
which had been left in a very feeble state of defence. 
You had, in your letter of the 24 th ult. informed me 
that Gen. Floyd was about to make a movement to the 
Tallapoose, near its junction with the Coosee ; and, iti 
the same letter, had recommended temporary excur- 
sions against such of the enemy's towns, or settlements, 
aa might be within striking distance, as well to prevent 
my men from beconiing discontented, as to harrass the 
enemy — your ideas corresponded exactly with my 
own ; and I was happy in the opportunity of keeping 
my men engaged, distressing the enemy, and, at the 
same time, making a diversion to facilitate the opera- 
tions of Gen. Floyd. 

Detennined by these and other considerations, I took 
up the line of march, on the 1 7th inst ; and, on the 
night of the 18th, encamped at the Talledega fort, 
where I was joined by between 2 and 300 friendly In* 
dians ; 65 of which were Cheroke^s, the 1)alance Creeks. 
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Here I received your letter of the 9th inst. stating, that 
Gen. Floyd was expected to make a moyement from 
Cowetau, the next day ; and that, in ten days thereaf- 
ter, be would establbh a firm position at Tuckabatchee ; 
and also a letter from CoL Snodgrass, who had return- 
ed to fort Armstrong, informing me that an attack was 
intended to be soon made on that fort, by 900 of the 
enemy : if I could have hesitated before, I could now 
hesitate no longer — ^I resolved to lose no time in meet* 
ing this force, which was understood to have been col- 
lected from New Yorcau, Oakfuskie, and Ufauley 
towns, and were concentrated in a bend of the Talla- 
poose, near the mouth of a creek, called Emuckfau, 
and on an island below New Yorcau. 

On the' morning of the 20th, your letter of the 10th 
instant, forwarded by M'Candless, reached roe, at the 
Hillabee creek ; and that night 1 encamped at £not9- 
chapco, a small Hillabee village, about 12 miles from 
Emuckfau. Here I began to perceive, very plainly, 
how little knowledge my spies had of the country, t>f 
the situation of the enemy, or of the distance I was 
from them. The insubordination of the new troop8« 
and the want of skill in most of their officers, also be- 
came more and more apparent ; but their ardor to 
meet the enemy was not diminished — and I had a sure 
reliance upon the guards, and the company of old vo- 
lunteer omcers, and upon the spies — ^in all 125. My 
wishes and my duty remained united ; and I was de-- 
termined to effect, if possible, the objects for which the 
excursion had been undertaken. — On the niorning of 
the 21st I marched from Enotachopco, as direct as I 
could for the bend of the l^allapoose ; and about 2 
o'clock, P. M. my spies having discovered two of the 
enemy, pursued, but could not overtake them. In the 
evening I fell in with a large trail, which led to a new 
road, much beaten, and lately travelled. Knowing 
ihat I must have arrived within the neighborhood of a 
strong force, and it being late in the day, I determined 
to encamp, and reconnoitre the country in the night : 
I chose the best scite the country would adnoit, encamp* 
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ed in a hollow s<][uare, sent out my spies and pickets, 
doubled my centmels, and made the necessary arrange- 
ments for a night attacL About 10 o'clock at night, 
one of the pickets fired at three of tlie enemy, and kill- 
ed one — at 1 1 o'clock, the spies, whom I had sent out^ 
returned with the information^ that there was a large 
encampment of Indians, at the distance of about three 
inileH ; who, from their whooping and dancing, seemed 
to be apprized of our approach. One of these spies, 
(an Indian,.) in whom I had great confidence, assured 
me that they were carrying off their women and chil- 
dren, and that the warriors would either make their es- 
cape, or attack me before day. Being prepared at all 
points, nothing remained to be done but to await thek 
approach, if theiy meditated an attack; or to be in rea-* 
diness,if they did not, to pursue and atUick them atday- 
li^tit. \Vhile we were in this state of readiness, the 
enemy, about 6 o'clock in the morning, commenced a 
vigorous attack on my left flank, which was vigorously 
met ; the action continued to rage on my left flank, and 
on the left of my rear, for about half an hour The 
brave Gen. Coffee, with Col. SittJer, the Adj. General, 
and. Col Carroll, the Inspector General, the moment 
the firing commenced, mounted their horses and repair- 
ed to the line, encouraging and animating their men to 
the performance of their duty. So soon as it became 
light enough to pursue, the left wing having sustained 
the heat of the action, and being somewhat weakened, 
was reinforced by Capt. Ferriirs company o.f Infantry, 
and was ordered, and led on to the charge by General 
Coffee, who was well supported by Col Uiggins and the 
Inspector General, and by all the oflScers and pri- 
vates who composed that line. The enemy were 
routed at every point ; and the friendly Indiansjoinin^ 
in the pursuit, they were chased about two niifes with 
" considerable slaughter. The chase being over, I im- 
mediately detached Gen. Coffee, with 400 men, and all 
the Indian force^ to burn their eocamproent ; but it was 
said, by some, to be fortified. I ordered him, in that 
event, not to attack it, until the artillery could be sent 
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forward to reduce it. On viewing the encampment, 
and its strength, the General thought it most prudent to 
return to my encampment, and guard the artillerj 
thither : the wisdom of this step was soon discovered ; 
in half an hour after his return to camp, a considera- 
We force of the enemy made its appearance on my 
right flank, and commenced a brisk fire on a party of 
men, wbo bad been on picket guard the night before, 
and were then in search of tbe Indians they had fired 
upon, some of whom they believed bad been killed. 
Gen. Coffee immediately requested me to let him take 
200 men, and turn their left flank — which I accordingly 
ordered ; but, through some mistake, wbich I did not 
then observe, not more than 54 followed him, among 
whom were the old volunteer officers. With these, 
however, he immediately commenced an attack on the 
left flank of the enemy, at which time I ordered 200 
of the friendly Indians to fall in upon the right flank 
of the enemy, and co-operate with the General. This 
order was promptly obeyed ; and, in the moment of its 
execution, what I expected was realized. The enemy 
had intended the attack on the right as a feint ; and, 
'expecting to direct all my attention thither, meant to 
attack me again, and with their main force, on my left 
flank, which they hoped to find weakened and in disor- 
der — they were disappointed. I had ordered the left 
flank to remain firm to its place ; and, tbe moment the 
alarm gun was heard in that quarter, I repaired thith- 
er, and ordered Capt. Ferrill, part of my reserve, to 
support it. The whole line met the enemy with asto- 
nishing intrepidity ; and, having given a few fires, they 
forthwith charged with great vigor ; the effect was im- 
mediate and inevitable— tbe enemy fled with precipita- 
tion, and. were pursued to a considerable distance by 
the left flank, and the friendly Indians, with a galling 
and destructive fire. Col. Carrol, who ordered the 
charge, led on the pursuit ; and Col. Higgins and his re- 
giment, again distinguished themselves. In the mean 
time. Gen. Coffee was contending with a superior force 
of the enemy ; the Indians, who I bad ordered to his 
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support, and who had set out for this purpose, hearing the 
firing on the left, had returned to that quarter; and, when 
the enemy were routed, there entered into the chase* 
That being now over, I forthwith ordered Jim Fife, who 
was one of the principal commanders of the friendly 
Creeks, with one nundred of his warriors, to execute my 
first order. So soon as he reached Gen. Cofiee, the 
charge was made, and the enemy routed ; they were pur- 
sued. about three miles, and 45 of them slain, who were 
found. Gen. Coffee was wounded in the body, and his 
aid-de-camp, A. Donaldson, killed, together ' with three 
others. Having brought in and buried the dead, and 
dressed the wounded, I ordered my camp to be fortifi- 
ed, to be the better prepared to repel any attack which 
might be made in the night, determined to commence a 
return march, to fort Strother, the next day ; many causes 
concurred to make such a . measure necessary, as I had 
not set out prepared, or with a view to make a perma- 
nent establishment. I cohsideired it worse than useless to 
advance, and destroy an empty encampment. I had, in- 
deed, hoped to have met the enenjy there ; but, having 
met and beaten them a little sQoner, I did not think it ne- 
cessary or prudent to proceed any further—not necessa- 
ry, because I had accomplished all I expected to effect, 
by marching to their encampment — and oecause, if it was 
proper to contend with, and weaken their forces still far- 
ther, this object would be more certainly attained by com- 
mencing a return, which, having to them the appearance 
of a retreat, would inspirit them to pursue me. Not pru- 
dent — ^because of the number of my \l^ounded ;. of the re- 
inforcements, from below, which the enemy might be ex- 
pected to receive ; of the starving condition of my horses, 
they having neither had cane nor com for two days and 
nights ; of the scarcity of supplies for my men, the Indians 
who joined me at Talledega having drawn none, and be- 
ing wholly destitute; and oecause, if the enemy pursued 
me, as it was likely they would, tl^ diversion in favor of 
Gen. Floyd woulci be the more complete and effectual — 
influenced by these considerations, I commenced my re- 
turn march at half after 10« on the 23d inst. and was for- 



176 

lunate enoti^ to reach Enotachopco before nighty haying 
passed, without interruption, a dangerous defile, occasion- 
ed by a hurricane. 1 again fortified my camp; and, 
having another defile to pass in the morning, across a 
d^eep creek, and' between two hills, which I had viewed 
with* attention as I passed u>n, and where I expected I 
might be attacked, Fdetermined to pass it at another point, 
ana gave directions to my guide and fatigue-men accord- 
ingly. My expectation of an attack in the morning was 
increased by the signs of the night, and with it my cau- 
tion. Before I moved the wounded from the interior of 
my cainp, I had my front and rear guards formed, as well* 
as my right and left columns, and moved off my centre in 
regular order, leading down a handsome ridge to Enota*^ 
chopco creek, at a point where it was clear of reed, ex- 
X;ept immediately on its margin. I had previously issued 
a general order, pointing out the manner in which the 
men were to be formed, m the -event of an attack on the 
front or rear, or on the flanks ; and had particularly cau- 
tioned the officers to halt, and form accordingly, the mstant 
word should be given. 

The front guard hadyprossed, with part of the flank co- 
lumiter llie'wbundedii^eFeiover, and the artillery in the 
act of entering the creek, when an alarm gun was heard 
in the rear ; 1 heard it without surprize — and even with 
pleasure, calculating with the utmost confidence on the 
firmness of my troops, from the manner in which I had 
seen them act on the 22d. I had placed Col. Carrol at 
the head of the centre column of the rear guard ; its right 
column was commanded by Col. Perkins, and its left by 
Col. Stump. Having chosen the ground, I expected there . 
to have entirely cut off the enemy, by wheeling the right 
and left columns on their pivot, re-crossing the creek 
above and below, and falling in upon their flanks and rear. 
But, to my astonishment and mortification, when the word 
was given by Col. Carrol, to halt, and form, and a few 
guns had been fired, !• beheld the right and lef% cduoms 
of the rear ^ard precipitately give way ; this shameful 
retreat was disastrous in the extreme ; it drew along with 
it the greater part of the centre column, leaving not more 



thaa 25 men, who^ h&ng fomed by Goh Carrol, maintain* 
ed their ground' as long as it was possible lo maintain it ; 
and it brought consternation and confi:|si<m into the army 
-—a consternation not easily removed; and a con- 
fusion whic^ could not easily be restored to order. There 
was then left, to repulse the enemy, the few who remain- 
ed of the rear guards die artillery company, and Oaptaiii 
Russeirs company of spies;— they, however, realized, and 
exceeded my highest expectations. Lieut Armstrong, 
who commanded the artillery company, in the absence of 
Capt Deadrick, (confined by sickness,) ordered them to 
ibrm^ and advance to the top of the hill, whilst he and a 
few others dragged up the six pounder; never was mpre 
bravery displayed than on this occasion : amidst the most 
galling fire from the enemy> more than ten times their 
number, they ascend^d the hill, and maintained their po- 
sition until their piece was hauled up ; when, having: level- 
led it, they »oure^ upon the enemy a^fire of grape, ^-load. 
ed and fired again— Kiharged, and repulsed them. 

The most deliberate bravenr was displayed by Constan- 
tine Perkins and Craven Jackson, of the artillery, acting 
as gunners: — in the hurry of the moment, in separating 
the gun from the limbers, the rammer and picker of the 
cannon were left tied to the limber ; no soojner was this 
(fiscovered, than Jackson, amidst the galling fire of the 
eoemy, pulled out the ramrod of his musquet, and used it 
as a picker, primed with a cartridge, and fired the cannon* 
Perkins having pulled off his bayonet, used his musquet 
as a rammer, drov6 down the cartridge ; and Jackson, 
using his former plan, again (fischargetT her. The brave 
Lieut. Armstrong, just ajfter the first fire of the cannon, 
with Captain IHamuton, of E. Tennessee, Bradford and 
M^avock, all fell ; the Lieutenant exclaiming, as he lay, 
^ my brave fellows, some of you may fall— but save the 
cannon/* About thfc tiriie, a number crossed th^^^ creek 
and enlwed into the chase. The brave Capt. Qordon, of 
the spies, who had rushed from * the front, endeavored to 
turn the left flank of the enemy, in which he partially suc- 
ceeded^ and Col. Carrol, Cot. Higgins, and Captains El- 
liot and Pipkins, ptirsued the enemy for more than two 
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miles^ who fled in consternation, throwing away their 

racks, and leaving 26 of Jheir warriors dead on the field, 
should do injustice to my feelings if I omitted to men* 
tion, that the venerable judge Cocke, at the age of 65, 
entered into the engagement, continued the pursuit of the 
enemy with youthful ardor, and saved the li^ of a fellow- 
sdldier, by killing his savage antagonist. 

In these several engagements, our loss was 20 killed, 
and 75 wounded— <-4 of wtiom have smce died. The loss 
of the enemy cannot be accurately ascertained— 189 of 
their warriors were found dead ; but this must fall con- 
siderably short of the real number killed — ^their wound- 
ed can only be guessed at. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

ANDW. JACKSON, Maj. Qen. 



AFFAIR ON THE RIVER DE FRENCH. 

C^fjf of a litter frmn CtL H. BuUer^ to Qen. Harrisoih dated 

Detroit, March 7th, 1814. 

DEAR SIR— By Lieut Shannon, of the 27th regiment 
U. S.. infantry, I have the honor of informing you, that a 
detachment of the troops, under my command, led by 
Captain Holmes, of the 24th infantry, have obtained a sig- 
nal victonr over the enemy. 

The affair took place on the 4th inst. about 100 miles 
from this place, on the river De French. Our force con- 
sisted of no more than 160 rangers and mounted infantry. 
The enemy, from their own acknowledgement, had about 
•240. The fine light company of Royal Scots is totally 
destroyed ; they led the attack most gaUantly, and their 
commander fell within ten paces of our front line. The 
Ij^t company of the 89th has ako suffered severely ; one 
officer of that company fell ; one is a prisoner, and ano- 
ther is said to be baaly wounded. In killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, the enemy lost about 84 ; whilst, on our 
part, there were but 4 killed, and 4 wounded. The great 
disparity, in the loss on each side, is tp be attributed to 
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the very judicious position oceupied by Ctpt Holmest 
who conqpelled the enemy to attack bim at great disad- 
vantage — ^this, even more than his gallantry, merits the 
laurel. 

Capt. Holmes has just returned, and will furnish a de« 
tailed account of the expedition, which shall immediately 
foe transmitted to you. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

H. BUTLER, LL Col comg. DetraU. 

The enemy's force, as stated by the prisoners, was 256 
men. — ^There was 100 head of cattle taken from the ete- 
my, intended for Long Point or Burlington. 



EXPEDITION TO THE TALLAPOOSEE. 

Copy of a letter from Maj, Qen. Jackson^ to Maj. Oen. Pincbuy^ dated 

m 

On the Battle Oround* in the Bend of the Tallapoosee, 

28th March, 1814. 

SIR — ^I feel peculiarly happy in being ?able to commu- 
nicate to you the fortunate eventiiation of my expedition 
to the Tallapoosee. I reached the bend, near Emucfau, 
(called, by the whites, the Horse-shoe,) about ten o^clock 
in the forenoon of yesterday, where I found the strength 
of the neighboring towns collected; expecting our ap» 
proach, they had gathered in from Oaktuskee, Oakchar 
ga, New Yauca, Hillibees, the Fish-pond, and Eufaulee 
towns, to the number, it is said, of 1000. It is difficult to 
to conceive a situation more eligible for defence, than they 
had chosen ; or one rendered more secure, by the skiU 
with which they had erected their breastnivork ; it was 
from 5 to 8 feet high, and extended across the point in 
such a direction as that a force, approaching it, would be 
exposed to a double fire, while they lay in perfect securi- 
ty nehind ; a cannon, planted at one extremity, could have 
raked it to no advantage. 

Determining to exterminate them, I detached General 
Coffee, with the mounted men^ and nearly the whole of 
the Indian force, early on the morning of yeisterday, to 
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€fO60 Ihe mer, about iwo miles below their encan^^itt 
and to durround the bend in Bucfa a maDner, as Ihat 
noD^ of them shouid eiscape, l^ attempting to cvobb the 
mer. With the infantry I proceeded slowly, and in or- 
der,'^aloQg the point of land which led to the Iront of their 
breast- work; having planted my cannon (one 6 and oob 
3 pounder,) on an eminence, at the distance of 150 to 200 
yards from it, I opened a very brisk fire, playing upon the 
enemy with die musquets and nflea, whenever they show- 
ed themselves beyond it ; this was kept up, with short in- 
terruptions, for about two hours, whensa part of the In- 
dian force, and Captain Russell's and Lieut. Bean's com- 
panies of spies, wno had accompanied General Cofifee, 
crossed over in canoes, to the extremity of the bend, and* 
set fire to a few of the buildings which were there situa- 
ted ; they then advanced, with great gallantry, towards 
the breast-work, and commenced a spirited fire upon the 
enemy behind jt Finding that this force, notwimstand- 
ing the bravery they displayed, was whdly insufiicient to 
dislodge them, and that Gen. Coffee had entirely secured 
the opposite bai^ of the river, I now determined to take 
their works bjr storm. The men, by whom this was to be 
efiected, had been waiting with impatience to receive their 
order, and hailed it with acclamation. 

The spirit which animated them was a sure augury of 
the success which was to follow ; the history of warmne^ 
I think, furnishes few instances of a more bnuiant attack ; 
the re^lars, led on by their intrepid and skilful coimnand- 
er, Col Williams, and by the gallant Major Montgomery, 
soon gained possession of the worics, in 4be midst of a most 
tremendous nre from behind them ; and the militia, of the 
venerable Gen. Dofaerty's brigade, accompanied them in 
the charge, with a vivacity andnnnness which would have 
done honor to regulars. Hie enemy were completely 
routed — 557 were left dead on the pemnsula ; and a great 
number of them were killed by the norsemen, in attenpt' 
ing to cross the river ; it is believed Ast no more thaa 
10 had escaped. 

The fighting continued, with some severity, aboirt Aee 
Itous; but we coB^&sued to destroy nany of ibmst whe 
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JbadI ixmeealed tfaemselyes under (he banks of the river, 
imtii we were pre^^ated if the ni^L This monung we 
killed 16 whidi had been ooncealed. We took 250 pri* 
wzierB, aH women, and children except 2 or 3 ; e«r loss is 
106 wounded and 26 killed. Major ol^ntpsh, (die Cowe- 
tauO who joined my army with a part of his tnbe, greatly 
disteiguished hknself When I get an hour's leisure I 
wiH send jou a more detailed account. The power of the 
Creeks is, I think, forever brcJcen. I send you a hasty 
sketch, tak^Q by the eye, of the situc^od on which the 
enemy were encamped, and of the manner in which I ap*- 
proacned diem. . 

I have the honor to be, &c* 

ANDREW JACKSON, Major Gtn. 
Major {Staerai Thomas Pineknty^ U» & am^. 



AFFAIR AT LA €OLLE MILL, 

Ccfjf 4jf a leUtrJrmn MmJ9T General Witkmsam to the Secretary of 

War, dated 

Province of Lower .Canada^ Odell Towoy 

March 31 8t, 1814. 

SIR — ^We have had an affair with the enemy, in which 
our troops have given him another (est of firmness and 
iralor. 

Pursuant to the designs communicated to jou in my las(^ 
and to accomplish ^otir views, if in my power, I entered 
Canack yesterday morning, and was met by die enemy 
near this place about 1 1 o'clock, whom we forced at every 
Boint of attack on the route to La CoUe, distant from 
aeooe one league, and from St John's six. We reached 
^e former |»ost about three oVdodk^ and found there a 
atrang corps in possessioh of a spacious lofty stoneHnill, of 
which I had reeeived some information. An eighteen 
pounder had been ordered forward to e&ct the destriie* 
tion of 'diis buildii^, but it broke doum, and after bei^g 
repaired, the <^ v road of approach, through a deep forest, 
was f«ported to ee imfNracticaUe to a gun of such weight 
An Qpiivm ftevwled at li» eeot lime witb Hie .chieiettf 
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gineer, Major Totten, founded on intelligence previously 
received, and several of the best informed officers, that aa 
iron twelve would suffice to make a breach ; but after a 
fair and tedious experiment, at three hundred yards dis- 
tance only, it was discovered our battery could make no 
impression. . 

brigadier Generals Smith and Bissell covered our guns, 
and Brigadier General Macomb, with a select corps, torm- 
ed the reserve. The enemy had been reported, from a 
. source considered strictly confidential, to two thousand 
five hundred strong, and his first attack of my right favor^ 
cd the report from the use. he made of Congreve rockets, 
and other indications of deliberate preparation ; the coips, 
therefore, were held in high order to receive his combined 
attack. Yet believing in the efficacy of our battery, dis- 
positions had been made to intercept the enemy should he 
evacuate the post, and to give it the utmost efiect, we were 
obliged to take ground near the margin of the field which 
encompassed the mill. During the cannonade, which was 
returned with vivacity by the enemy's gallies, (I presume,) 
several sorties and desparate charges were made from the 
mill upon our battery, which w^re repulsed with incredi- 
ble coolness by the covering corps, at the expense of some 
blood and some lives on both siaes : it is reported to me 
that in the last charge a Captain of OTenadiers and fifteen 
men fell together, but I cannot voucn for the fact Find- 
ing all our attempts to make a breach unsuccessful, I with- 
drew the battery, called in my detachments, and, having 
removed our dead and wounded and every thing else, feu 
back to this place about six o'clock. 

Where a military corps appears to be universally ani- 
mated bv the same sensibilities, where the only competi- 
tion is K>r danger and glory, individual distinctions seem 
improper except in extraordinary cases — such as the c(»i- 
duct of the omcers who commanded our battery yester- 
day. Captain M'Pherson, of the light artillery, (my mili- . 
tary secretary;) impelled by the noble spirit wnicn marks 
his whole career, ^sked permission to take part in the 
operations of the day with his proper arm ; he was in- 
dulgedy and being first for command, took charge of the 
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pieces which followed ihe advance and formed our battery^ 
m which he was seconded by Lieutenants Larrabee and 
Sheldon. On opening hii^ fire he seemed inclined to the 
opinion he could make an impression on the work, but he 
soon received a wound under the chin, which he tied up 
with his handkerchief, and continued at his piece until ^ 
second shot, which broke his thigh, brought him to the 
earth. Larrabee had kept his station untilshot through 
the lungs, and Sheldon kept up the fire until ordered to 
retire. The conduct of these. gentlemen has, from the na- 
ture of their duties, been so conspicuously gallant as to at-* 
tract the admiration of their brethren in aitns, and should, 
I humbly conceive, beniistinguished by the executive. 

I have sent forward my wounded who can bear the 
movement to Plattsburj^, or Burlington, and those who 
cannot will be provided for at Champlain. 

I would hola this position until I receive further orders 
were it not for the difficulty of transporting our [M-oyisions, 
and the impossibility to cover the troops; but I. shall not 
retire further than Champlain, which will place us twenty- 
five miles from St John^s, and forty-two from Montreal* 

I cannot close this letter without* confessing my obliga- 
tions to my general and field officers, and to my general 
staff of every grade, for the able and prompt support I 
received from them. So small an affair does not merit so 
tedious a detail ; but it warrants the remark that it will 

Eroduce a degree of self confidence, of reciprocal trust, of 
armony and friendly attachments in this corps highly be- 
neficial to the service. It is a lesson of command to the 
officers, and of obedience to the soldier, worth a whole 
year's drill of embty parades. 

The returns ot killed and wounded have not yet been 
furnished, but they will not exceed 80 or 90, including n 
captain and 4 subalterns, and this shall be forwarded to- 
morrow or next day. For the information of their friends 
you have at foot the names of the wounded officers. 

With great respect, &c. JAMES WILKINSON. 
The Hen. Secretary of War. 

Captain M*Pherson, Lieutenants Larrabee, Green, Par- 
ker, and Kerr, wounded. 
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GENERAL PRDER, 

Iswed by Qmerai WUkinsim^ the morning c^ltr tke c^ 

Jair at La ColU Mill. 

H. ^ Odell Town» Prorinee of L. Canada^ 
Mareh 3l8t. 1814* 

The afi&ir of yeflterday m honorable to the troopa, aadl 
gives them a title to the thanks of the Gftnera}, and their 
country. The constancy and courage, exhibited under n 
tedious and sailing fire cm the enemy, were exemplary, and 
would have done credit to the oldest faroops in tne world. 
Where every c^cer and every man evinces the same firm- 
ness and intrepidity, the General feels diat it woidd be in^ 
vidious to particularize* The advance, under Col. Clark 
and Major Forsyth, the corps under Brie* Generals Smidi 
and Bissel, beat the enemy at* every pomt o( attack, an<l 
repulsed several desperfite charges on our artillery ; and 
the select corps, under Brig. Uen. Macomb, who w^ 
panting for the combat, if there had been occasii^n for their 
services, would have displayed equal valor. . Every man. 
and officer, and eveiy memoer of the General Staff, rami- 
fested the utmost promptitude and decision. The con- 
duct of Capt M^rherson and his seconds, Lieutenants 
Larrabee and Sheldon, who commanded the battery, was 
so conspicuously gallant, that the army witi excuse the 
general for desi^ating them. The first kept his post un^ 
til brought to the ground by a second shot ; the second 
until he was grievously wounded : and the third behaved 
witb the utmost intrepidity, and maintained hb ground un- 
til ordered to brine out me pieces. 

Let the meritonous dead be coUected, and buried, with 
the honors of war, in the same grave— let the wounded 
be cherished with the utmost tenderness, and removed to 
^e hospitals in the rear; and let the troops be immeifi- 
atelv completed to sixty rounds of ammunition, and held 
perfectly ready to me^t the enemy, should he venture to 
advance; 
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CAPTURE OF THE EPERVIER. 

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant Nicholson, to thi Se6retaru eftiu 

Navy, dated ^ ^ --^ 

Savaufuthj May 1st. 1814. 

SIR — I have the honor of informing you of my arriyal 
here, in late his B. M. brig Epervier, or eighteen 32 pr& 
carronades, Capt. Wales, captured by the sloop Peacock, 
on Priday morning the 29th, off Cape Camayeral, after 
an action of 45 minutes, in which time she was" much cut 
up in hull, spars, rigffing and sails, with upwards of five 
feet water in her hold, having the advantage of the wea- 
ther-gage. 

She has lost eight killed, and fifteen wounded — among 
the latter her first Lieutenant, who has lost his arm ; I am 
happy to say, the^acock received, no material injury-*- 
her fore-yard, ^d two men, slightly wounded ; she re- 
ceived not one shot in her hull. The brig had upwards 
of 100,000 dollars on board. 

I have the honor, &c. 

JOHN B. NICHOLSON, 

Han. W. Jones ^ Sec. Navy. 



FURTHER ACCOUNT. 

EMraet of letters from Captain Warrington to the Secretory of 

the Navy. 

U. S. Sloop Peacock, at Sea, lat 27, 47, long. 80, 9, 

29th April, 1814. 

SIR — ^I have the honor to inform you, that we have this 
morning captured, after an action of 42 minutes, his ma- 
jesty's brig Epervier, rating and mounting eighteen 321b. 
carronades, with 128 men, of whom 8 were killed and 13 
wounded, (according to the best information we could ob- 
jtain.) Amon^ the latter is her 1st Lieut, who has lost an 
arm, and received a severe splinter wound on the hip.— >- 
Not a man in the Peacock was killed, and only two wounds 
ed ; neither dangerously so. The fate of the Eperviet 
would have been determined in much less time, but fer 
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the circumstance, of pur jai^yard being totally disabled 
by two round shot in the starboard quarter from her first 
broadside, which entirely deprived us of the use of our 
fore and fore-top sails, Qpd compelled us to ^^ejp the ship 
large throu^out the remainder of the action. This, with 
a few top-mast and top-gallant back stays cut away, a few 
shot through our sails, is the only injuiy the Peacock has 
sustained. Not a round shot touched our hull ; our masts 
and spars are as sound as ever. When the enemy struck 
he had five feet water in his hold, his maintop-mast was 
over thq side, his wain-boom shot away, his foremast cut 
nearly in two and tottering, his fore rigging and stays shot 
away, his bowsprit badly wounded, and 45 shot holes ia, 
his null, 20 of which were within a foot of his water line. 
By great exertion we got her in sailing order just as the 
dark came on. 

^' In fifteen minutes after the enemy struck, the Peacock, 
was ready for another action, in every respect but her 
fore-yard, which was sent down, fished, and had the fore- 
sail set again in 45 minutes-r-such was the spirit and activi- 
ty of our gallant crew. The Epervier had under her con- 
voy an English hermaphrodite orig, a Russian and a Spa- 
nish ship, which all hauled their wind and stood to the 
£• N. E. [ had determined upon pursuing the former, but 
found that it would not answer to leave our prize in her 
then crippled state, and the more particularly so, as we 
found she had Si 20,000 in specie, which we soon transfer- 
red to this sloop.^' 

'' To the unwearied and indefatigable-attention of Lieu* 
tenant Nicholson, (1st,) in organizmg and training" the 
crew, the success of this action is in a great measure to 
be attributed. I have confided greatly in him, and have 
« never found my confidence misplaced. For judgment, 
coolness, and decision in times of difficulty, few can 9ur« 
pass him. This is the second action in which he has been 
engaged this war, and in both he has been successful; his 

greatest pride is to earn a commander's commission by 
ghting for, instead of heiring it 

From Lieutenant Uenly, (2d^ and Lieutenant Voorhees, 
(acting 3d, who has been also twice successfully engaged,) I 
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foceived every adeiistance that seal, ardair, and experience 
could afford ; the fire JtoiB their divisions was terrible, 
and directed with the greatest precision and coolness. In 
sailing-master Peycival, whose great wish and pride it b 
to obtain a lieutenants commission, and whqge unremitting 
and constant attention to duty, added to hrs professional 
knowledge, entitle him to it in my opinion, I found an able 
as well as willing assistant ; he handled the ship as if he 
had been working her into a roadstead. Mr. David Cole, 
acting carpenter, I have also found such an able and 
valuable man in his occupation that I must request, in the 
most earnest manner, that he may receive ^ warrant ; for 

I feel confident that to his uncommon exertion we, in a 
great measure, owe the getting our prize into port. From 

I I A. M. until 6 P. M. he was over her side stopping shot 
holes, on a grating ; and when the ordinary resources 
failed of success, his skill soon supplied him with cfiicient 
ones. Mr. Philip Myers, mastoids mate, ha-s also conduct- 
ed himself in such a manner as to warrant my recommen- 
dation of him as a master ; he is a seaman, navigator, and 
officer— his family in New- York is respected, and he would 
prove an acquisition to the service. My clerk, Mr. John 
S. Townsend, is anxious to obtain through my means a 
midshipman^s warrant, and has taken pains to qualify him- 
self for it by volunteering, and constantly performing a 
midshipman's duty — indeed I have but little use for a 
clerk, and he is as great a proficient as any of the young 
midshipmen, the whole of whom behaved in a manner that 
was pleasing to me, and must be gratif3ring to you, as it 
gives an earnest of what they will make in^ time ; three 
only have been to sea before, and one only in a man of 
war, yet were they as much at home and as much dispos- 
ed to exert themselves as any officer in the ship. Lieu- 
tenant Nicholson speaks in high terms of the conduct of 
Messrs. Greeves and Rodgers, (midshipmen) who were 
in the prize with him." 

I have the honor, &c. 

L. WARRINGTON. 
JFfcm. W. Janes, Sec. Navy. 
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AFFAIR AT OSWEG©. 

^60/y 9f a Utter from Maj, General Brarvn, to the Stcrettry ^ 

War^ dated 

H. Q. Sacked s Harbor y May 12, 1814^ 

SIR-^Enclosed is an abstract from the report of Lieut 
CoL Mitchell, of the afiair at Oswego. Being well satis* 
fied with the manner in which the Colonel executed my or- 
ders, and with the evidence given of steady discipline, and 
gallant conduct, on the part of the troops, I have noticed 
tiiem in the general order, a copy of which is enclosed. 

The enemy^s object was the naval and military stores 
deposited at the falls, 13 miles in rear of the fort — these 
were protected. The stores, at the fort and village, were 
not important 

I am, &C. 

JACOB BROWN, Maj. Gen. 



COL. MITCHELL'S REPORT. 

I informed you of my arrival at fort Oswego, on the 
30th ult. This post being but occasionally, and not 
recently occupied by regular troops, was in a bad state 
df defence. Of cannon, we had but five old guns, three 
of which had lost their trunnions ; what could be done, 
in the way of repair, was efiected ; new platforms were 
laid ; the gun-carriages put in order, and decayed 
pickets replaced. On the 5th inst the British naval 
force, consisting of 4 large ships, three brigs, and a 
number of gun, and other boats, were descried at reval* 
lie-beating, about 7 miles from the fort. Information 
was imniediately given to Capt. Woolsey, of the navy, 
(who was at Oswego village,) and to the neighboring 
militia. It being uncertain on what side of the river 
the enemy would land ; and my force (290 effectives,) 
being too small to bear division, I ordered the tents, in 
ftore, to be pitched on the village side, while I occu- 
pied the other with mw whole force ; it is probable that 
this artifice bad itsef^ct, and determined the enemy tt 
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attack where, from appearances, they expectetl the least 
opposition. About 1 o'clock the fleet approached — 
fifteen boats, large, and crowded with troops, at a giv- 
en signal, moved slowly to the shore ; these were pre- 
ceded by gun-boats, sent to rake the woods, and cover 
the landing, while the larger vessels opened a fire upon 
the fort. Capt. Boyle and Lieut. Legate, (so soon ae 
the debarking boats got within range of our shot,) open- 
ed upon them a very successful fire from the shore- 
battery, and compelled them to retire ; they at length 
returned to the ships, and the whole stood off* from th^ 
shore for better anchorage. One of the enemy's boats, 
which had been deserted, was taken up by us, and 
some others by the militia ; the first mentioned was 60 
feet long, carried 36 oars and 3 sails, and could accom-^ 
modate 150 men. She had received a ball through 
her bow, and w^s nearly filled with water. 

Piquet guards were stationed at different points, and 
we lay on our arms all night. 

At day-break, on the 6tb, the fleet appearetl, bear- 
ing up under easy sail. The Wolfe, &c. took a posi- 
tion directly against the fort and batteries, and for three 
hours kept up a heavy fire of grape, &c. Finding that 
the enemy had effected a landing, I withdrew my small 
disposable force into the rear of the fort, and with two 
companies,^ (Komayne's and Melvin's,) met their ad- 
vancing columns, while the other companies engaged 
the flanks of the enemy. Lieut. Pearce, of the navy, 
and some seamen, joined in the attack, and fought with 
their characteristic* bravery. We maintained our ground 
about 30 minutes, and as long as consisted with my 
further duty of defending the public, stores deposited 
at the falls, which, no doubt, formed the principal ob- 
ject of the expedition, on the part of the enemy. Nor 
was this movement made precipitately : I halted with- 
in four hundred yards of the fort; Capt. Romayne's 
company formed the rear guard ; and, remaining with 
it, I marched to this place in good order, destroying the 
bridges in my rear. The enemy landed 600 of De 
Watteville's regiment, 600 marines, two companies of 
the Glengary corps, and 350 seamen. 
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iBfarines dan^rously wounded^ and prisoners. The 
dead will receive all the honors due to unfortunate sol- 
diers-~the wounded remain at this place, waiting the 
arrival of medical aid from the Harbor ; the prisoners 
have been marched into the country, and to-morrow 
they will proceed for the Harbor. The epemy^s boats 
also fell into my hands, consisting of two gun-boats and 
five barges, some of which carried howitzers. Of 1 20 
men, and a few Indians, my loss does not exceed one 
roan, of the rifle corps, wounded. 

I cannot sufficiently extol the conduct of the officers 
who served under me — who were Lieutenants Mcintosh, 
Calhoun, Macfarland, Armstrong and Smith, and En- 
sign Austin. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

D. APPLING, 

Brig. Gen. Gaines. 

COM. BARNEY'S FLOTILLA. 

Cojfy iff a UiUr from Commodore Barmy ^ to tlu Secretary of iki 

Na»yy daJUd 

Sunday, 26/A June, I8I4— 10, A. M. 

SIK — This morning, at 4, a combined attack of the 
artillery, marine corps, and flotilla, was made upon the 
enemy's two frigates, at the mouth of the cr^ek ; after 
two hours engagement, they got under way, and made 
sail down the river ; they are now warping round Point- 
Patience, and I am moving up the Patuxent, with my 
flotilla. My loss is acting Midshipman Asq^uith killed, 
and ten others, killed and wounded — [3 killed, and 8 
wounded.] 

Mr. Blake, the^ bearer of thi^, was a volunteer in my 
barge — ^he will give you every other information. 
' With respect, tic. 

JOSHUA BARNET. 
Ebm. W. Janes, Sec. Navy. 
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PROCEEWNGS ON LAKE ONTARIO. 

V. S. Ship Superior, Sacket'i Qarbor, June 20, U14. 

SIR — ^Knowing that the enemy was constantly re- 
ceiving naval and military stores at Kingston, by the 
St. Lawrence, I thought it might be practicable to sur*- 

Erize and capture a brigade of boats, with stores on 
oard, and either destroy or bring them off; for this 
purpose, 1 directed Lieutenant Gregory to take three 
gigs, with only (heir crew, and one settee in each boat» 
and proceed down the St. Lawrence — secrete himself 
on some of the islands, and watch a favorable opportu- 
nity to surprise a brigade of loaded boats, and either 
bring them off or destroy them, as circumstances would 
point out. 

Lieut. Gregory left here, with his party, on the even- 
ing of the 1 5th inst. and proceeded to the '^ Thousand 
Islands," where he hauled his boats on shore, and con- 
cealed them — saw two brigades of boats pass^ one up 
tlie river with troops, of course too strong for our lit- 
tle party ; the other down the river empty, and not 
woilh taking. 

Lieut. Gregory found the enemy had ^un-boats sta- 
tioned between Kingston and Prescott, within about six 
miles of each other ; and that they bad a telegraph, 
and look out, in almost every high island, so that thej 
convey intelligence with great expedition. Yesterday 
ihornins, between 9 and 10 oVlock, Lieut. Gregory, 
finding nimself discovered, and a gun-boat close to him, 
he instantly formed the bold design to board her, which 
he did, and carried her without losing a man ; one of 
the enemy was badly wounded. 

She proved to be the fine gun-boat Black-snake, or 
No. 9— -mounted an 18 pounder, and manned with 18 
men, chiefly royal marines, Ta list of which is endos-* 
ed.) Lieut. Gregory mannea his prize and proceeded 
up the St. Lawrence} but was soon discovered andpur*- 
sued by a very large guti-boat, mounting 2 heavy gunni^ 

B b 
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and rowed mih upwards of 40 oars, which OTerhauled 
him fast ; he kept possession of his prize until the ene- 
my, threw their shot over hini — ^he then, very reluctaot-* 
ly, (but I think properly,) took all his. prisoners out, 
and scuUled th^ gun-boat, which sunk instantly, and es- 
caped the enemy, although so heavily loaded. Lieut. 
"Gregory arrived s^fe this mornings with all his pri- 
i^oners. 

« 

I have the honor, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 

Hon. Wk Jones, Sec. Nary. 



CAPT. PORTER'S CRUISE. 

Copy of a Utter from Cdpt, Porter , to the Setrretary, of the Nem/y dated 

Essex Junior, July 3d, 1814 — At Sea: 

/ SIR-^I have done myself the honor to address you, 
repeatedly, since I left the Delaware ; but have scarce- 
jv d hope, that one of my letters have reached you — 
^ ifeerefore, consider it necessary, to give you a brief 
history of my proceedings, since that period. 

I sailed from the Delaware, on the 27th Oct. 1812, 
and repaired, with all diligence, (agreeably to instruc- 
tions trom Com. Bainbridge,) to rort Praya, Fernan- 
do de Noronho, and Cape Frio, and arrived at each 
place on the day appointed to meet him. On my pas- 
sage, from Port Praya to Fernando de Noronho, I cap- 
tured his B. M. packet Nocton ; and, after taking out 
about eleven thousand pounds sterling, in specie, sent 
her, under command of IJeut Finch, for America. I 
cruised off Rio de Janeiro, and about Cape Frio, until 
the 12th of January, 1813, hearing frequently of the 
commodore, by vessels from Bahia ; I here captured but 
one schooner, with hides and tallow, and sent her into 
Rio. The Montague (Admiral's ship) being in pur- 
suit of rhe, my provisions now getting short, and find- 
ing it necessary now to look out for a supply, to ena- 
ble me to meet the Commodore by the 1st of April, off 
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Sf. Helena, I proceeded to the island of St. Catharine's, 
(the last place of rendezvous oh thfe coast of Brazil,) as 
the most likely to supply niy wantsi and, at the same 
time, afford me that secrecy necessary to eqable me to 
el tide the British ships of war, Oii the coast, and expect- 
ed there — I here could procure only wood, water and 
rum, and a few bags of flour ; arid hearing of the Com- 
modore's action with the Java, the capture of the Hor- 
net, by the Montague, and of a considerable augmen- 
tation of the British force, on the coast, arid of several 
being in pursuit of me, I found it necessary to get lo 
sea as soon as possible. I now, agreeaibly to ^the Com- 
modore's plan, stretched to the southward, scouring the 
coast as far as Rio de la Plata. I heard that Buenos 
Ayres was in a state of starvation, and could not supply 
our wants, and that the government of Monteviedo was 
very ininiical to us: Ihe Commodore's instructions, 
now, left it completely discretionary with me, what 
course to pursue ; and I determined on following that 
which had not only met his approbation, but the appro- 
bation* of the then Secretary of the Navy. I accord- 
ingly shaped my course for llie Pacific ; and, after suf- 
fering greatly, from short allo\«^ance of provisions,' and 
^ heavy gales off Cape Horn, (for which my ship arid 
men were illy provided) I arrived at Valparaiso on the 
J4th March, 1813 ; I here took in as much jerked beef, 
and other provisions, as my ship would conveniently 
stow, and ran down the coast of Chili and Peru— in this 
track I fell in with a Peruvian corsair, which had on 
board 24 Americans, (as prisoners,) the crews of two 
whale-ships, which she had taken on the coast of Chili. 
The Captain informed me, that, as the allies of Grqat 
Britain, they would capture all they should meet-wiih> 
in expectation of a war between Spain and the United 
States. I consequently threw all his guns and ammu- 
nition into th^ sea, liberated the Americans, wrote a 
respectful letter to the Vice-Roy, explaining the cause 
of my proceedings, which I delivered to her Captain — 
I then proceeded for Lima, and re-captured one of the 
^ vessels,' as she was entering the port ; from thence I 
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proceeded for the Gallapagos islands, where I erais^d 
from the 17th of April until the 3d of October, 181;?, 
during which time 1 touched only once on the coast 
of America, which was for the purpose of procuring a 
supply of fresh water, as none is to be found amoi^; 
those islands, which are, perhaps, the most barren aad 
desolate of any knowa While among this groupe, I 
captured the following British ships, employed chiefly 
in the spermaceti whale fishery, viz. Letters of Marque 
Montezuma, 270 tons, 21 men, 2 guns ; Policy, 175 tonsj 
26 men, 10 guns, pierced for 18 ; Georgiana, 280 tons, 
25 men, 6 guns, pierced for 18; Greenwich, 338 tons, 
25 men, 10 guns/ pierced for 20 ; Atlantic, 355 toqs, 
24 men, 8 guns, pierced for 20 ; Rose, 220 tons, 21 men, 
8 guns, pierced for 20 ; Hector, 270 tons, 25 men, 1 1 
guns, pierced for 20 ; Catharine, 270 tons, 29 men»,8 
gunSt pierjped for 18 ; Seringapatam, 357 tons, 31 men, 
]4 guns, pierced for 26; Charlton, 274 tons, 21 men, 
10 guns, pierced for 18 ; Mew-Zealander, 259 tons, 23 
men, 8 guns, pierced for 18; Sir A. Hammond, 301 
tons, 31 men, 12 guns, pierced for 18—- making a total 
of 3465 tons, 302 men, and 107 guns. As some of those 
ships were captured by boats, and others by prizes, my 
officers and men had several opportunities of shewing 
their gallantry. 

The Rose and Charlton were given up to the prison- 
ers. The Hector, Catharine, and Montezuma, I sent to 
Valparaiso, where they were laid up. The Policy, 
Geor^ana, and New-Zealander, I sent for America, 
The Greenwich I kept as a store-ship, to contain the 
stores of my other prizes, necessary for. us; and the 
Atlantic, now called the Essex Junior, I ecjuipped with 
20 guns, and gave command of her to Lieut. Downs. 

Lieut. Downs had convoyed the prizes to Valparai* 
so, and on his return brought me letters, informing me 
that a squadron, under the command of Commodore 
James HiUyar, consisting of the frigate Phoebe, of 36 
guns, the Racoon and Cherub, sloops of wiu-, and a 
store-ship, of 20 guns, had sailed on the 6th of July, for 
this sea. The Racoon and Cherub bad been seeking 
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Kie, for ^3ome time, on the coast id Brazil ; and, OQ their 
return from their cruise, joined the squadron sent in search 
of me to the Pacific. My ship, as it majr be supposed^ 
after being near a year kt sea, required som^ repairs,, to 
put her in a state to m^et them ; which I determined to 
do, and bring them to action, if I could meet them on near- 
ly equal terms. I proceeded, now, in company with the 
remainder of my prizes, to the island of Nooalieevah, or 
Madison^s Island, lying in the Washington groupe, disco* 
vered by Captain Ingraham, of Boston ; here I caulked, 
and completely overhauled my ship ; made for her a new 
set of water-casks, her M ones being entirely decajred ; 
and took on board, from my prizes, proyisions and stores 
for upwards of 4 months, and sailed for the coast of Chili* 
on the 12th December, 1813. Previous to sailii^, I se- 
cured the Seringapatam, Greenwich, and Sir A. Ham- 
mond, under the guns of a battery, which I erected for 
their protection-H^after taking possession of this fine 
island for the U. States, and establishing the most friendly 
intercourse with the natives,) — ^I left them under the 
charge of Lieut Gamble^ of the marines, with 21 men, 
with orders to repair to Valpacaiso, after a certain period. 
I arrived on the coast of Chili, on the 12th of Januaryv 
1814-*— looked into Conception smd Valparaiso ; founds at 
both places, only 3 English vessels, ana learned that the 
squadron, whicn sailed from Rio de Janeiro for that sea, 
had not been heard of since their departure, and were 
supposed to be lost, in endeavoring to aouble Cape Horn. 
1 had completely broken up the British imvigatioii in 
^e Padfic ; im vessels which had not been captured hf 
me, were laid up, and dare not venture out. I had affi>rd- 
ed the most ample protection to cmr own vess^, which 
were, on my amval, very numerousi and unprotet^sed, — 
The valuable whale fishery there, is entirdy destroyed ; 
and the actual injury. we have4one tbeai, mav beeatima* 
ted at two and a half bhIUods of dollars, independent of 
Ibe expence of vessels in seardi of me. They have fur- 
nished me amply with sails^ eordage, cables, andadrs, pro- 
visions, medicmes, and stores of every description; and 
^ slops, on board then), have fiiraished doatbing for ibm 
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been io that sea ; every prize hdying proved a well found 
^store-ship for me, I had not yet been under the necessity 
of drawing bills on the department for any object, and had 
been enabled to make considerable advances to my offi- 
cers and crew, on account of pay. 

I had done ail the injury, that could be done the Bri- 
tish- commerce in the Pacific, and still hoped to signalize 
my cruise by something more splendid, before leaving that 
sea. I thought it not improbable that Commodore Hill- 
yar might have kept; his arrival a secret ; and believing 
that he would seek me at Valparaiso, as the most likely 
place to find me, I therefore aetermined to cruise abolit 
that place ; and, should I fail of meeting him, hoped to 
be compensated by the capture of some merchant ships, 
said to be expected from England. 

The Phoebe, agreeably to my expectation, came to seek 
me at Valparaiso, where I was anchored with the Essex^ 
my armed prize, the Essex Junior, under the comnnmd of 
Lieut. Downs, on the look-out, off the Harbor ; but, con- 
trary to the course I thought he would pursue. Commo- 
dore Hillyar brou^t with him the Cherub sloop of war, 
mounting 28 guns, and a complement of 180 men. The 
force of the Phoebe is, as follows : — 30 long 18 pound- 
ers, sixteen 32 prs. carronades, one howitzer, and ' six 3 
pounders, in the tops — ^in all, 53 guns, and a complement 
of 320 men^— making a force of 81 guns, and 500 men ; 
in addition to which, they took on board the crew of an 
English letter of marque, laying in port. Both ships had 
picked crews, and were sent into the Pacific, in company 
with the Racoon, of 22 guns, and a store-ship, of 20 guns, 
for the express purpose of seeking the Essex, and were 
prepared with mgs, bearing the motto— ^^ God and cppn- 
try ; British sailors' best rights ; traitors offend both"— - 
this wias intended as a reply to my motto—" Free trade 
and sailor's rights"— under the erroneous impression that 
my crew, were chiefly Englishmen, or to counteract its ef- 
iect on their own crews. The force of the Essex was 46 
guns— fbrtv 32 pr. carronades, and six lon^ 12's ; and her 
crew, which had been iofiuch reduced by prizes^ amounted 
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ovij tOt255 men ; iktb Essex Jumor, which was intended 
chiefly as a store^phip^ mounted 20 guns— -ten 18 pr. catr«- 
ronadeS) and ten short &% with only 60 men on board.---* 
lar^ply to^heir mptto^ I wrote at my mizen — ^^ God, our 
country, and liberty ; tyrants ofibid them«'' 

On getting their provisions on board, they went oif the 
port, for the purpose of blockading me, where Uiey cruis- 
ed for near six weeks ; during which time I endeavored. to 
Erovoke a challenge, and frequently, but inefiectually*, to 
ring the Phcebe, alone, to action — ^first with both my 
ships, afterwards with my single ship, with both ere wst>n 
board. I was several times under way, and ascertained 
that I had greatly the advanta^ in point of sailing, and 
once succeeded in closing within gun-shot of the Phoebe, 
and commenced a fire on her — when she ran down for the 
Cherub, which was two and a half miles to the leeward ; 
this excited some surprise, and expressions of indignation, 
as, previous to my getting under way, she hove too off 
the port, hoisted her motto-^flag, and fired a gun to wind- 
ward. 

Com. Hillyar seemed determined to avoid a contest 
with me, on nearly equal terms ; and, from his extreme 

f>rudence, in keeping both his ships, ev^r after, constant- 
y within hail of eacn other, there were no hopes of any 
advantages to my country, from a longer stay in port. I 
therefore determined to put to sea, the first opportunity 
which should offer; and I was the more strongly inducecl 
to do so, as I had gained certain intelligence that the Ta- 
^s, rating 38, and two other frigates, nad sailed for that 
sea, in pursuit of i^e ; and I had reason to expect the arri- 
val of the Racoon, from the N. W. coast of America, where 
she had been sent for the purpose, of destroying our fur 
establishment, on the Columbia. A rendezvous was ap- 
pointed for the Essex Juiiior, and every arrangement 
made for sailing ; and I intended to let them chase me ofi^ 
to give the Essex Junior an opportunity of escaping. On 
the 28th of March, the day after this determination was 
formed, the wind came on to blow fresh from the south- 
ward, when I. parted my larboard cable, and dragged my. 
starboard anchor diroctly out tp sec^-—npt a. moment was 
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to be lost in gcttiag sttl oa die o h ip t he enemy weM 
close in vrith me peint^ formio^ the west 'side of the baj ; 
but, on opening them, I saw a prospect of passing to wmd- 
ward— when i took in mj top-gallant sads, ^whidi Were 
set over single reefed topH^ails, and braced up for this 
purpose; but, on rounding the point, a heavy squall 
struck the diip, and carried away her main top-mast, pre^ 
ciptating the men, who were aloft, into the sea, who were 
drown^. Both sh^s now gave chase to me, and I en- 
deavored, in my disabled state, to gain the port; but^ 
finding I could not recover the common anchorage, I ran 
close mto a small bay, about three^fourths of a mile to 
leeward of the battery, on the east side of the harbor, and 
let go my anchor within pistol-shot of the shore, where I 
intended to repair my damages, as soon as possible. The 
enemy continued to approacn, and showed an evident in- 
tention of attacking, regardless of the neutrality of the 
place where I was anchored ; and the cautkm they ob- 
served, in their approach to the attack of the crippled 
Essex, was truly naiculous, as was their display of their 
motto-flags, and the number of jacks, at all their mast- 
heads. I, with as much expedition as circumstances would 
adnut of, got my. ship ready for action, and endeavored to 
it a spring on my cable ; but had not succeeded when 
e enemy, at 54 minutes after 3, P. M . made ins attack ; 
the IHioebe placing herself under my stem, aind the Che- 
rub on my starboard bow ; but the Cherub, soon finding 
her situation a hot one, bore up, and ran under my stem 
also, where both ships kept up a hoi raking fire. I had 
got 3 long 12 pounders out of the stem ports, which were 
worked with so much bravery and skill, that, in half a6 
hour, we so disabled both, as to compel them to haul off, 
to repair damages. In the course of this firing, I had, by 
the great exertions of Mr. Ekl. Barnwell, the actmg sailing- 
master, assisted by Mr. Linscott, the boatswain, succeed- 
ed in getting springs on our cable, at three different times ; 
but the fire of^the enemy was so excessive, that before we 
eoidd get our broadsidle to bear, they were irfiot away, 
amd thus rendered useless to us. My ship bad received 
myiy iDJuries, rad severd had been killed and woundcfd i 
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but my brave oflkftHLAnd men, notwithstandipg th« utaA 
favorable circumstances cmder which we were b|t>i(ght to 
action, and the pow^Kul ibrca opposed to us, were no 
Ivays .di9Cou];agea j all appeared aetermined to defend 
their ship to the last extremity, and to die in preference 
to a shameful surrender. 

, Our gafi^ with the ensign and motto-flag at the mi^en^ 
had been shot away; but ^^ Free trade and sailors' rights^ 
continued to flj, at the fore— our ensign was replaced by 
ancrther ; and, to guard against a similar event, an ensign 
was made fast in the mizen rigging, and several jacKS 
vvere hoisted in different parts of the ship. The enemy 
soon repaired his damages for a fresh attack : he now 
placed himself, with both his ships, on my starboard quar- 
ter, out of the reach of jny carron^^des, and where my 
stem guns could not be brought to bear ; he there kept 
up a most galling fire, which it was out of my power to 
return— when I saw no prospect of injuring him without 
getting under way, and becoming the assailant My top- 
sail sheets, and haliards, were all* shot away, as well as 
the jib and fore top-mast stay-sail haliards; the only rope 
not cut, was the flying-jib haliards ; sqid that being tne 
only sail I could set, I caused it to be hoisted, my cable 
to be cut, and ran down on both ships, with an intention 
of laying the Phoebe on board. The firing, on both sides, 
was now tremendous ; I had let fall my fore-top sail and 
fore-sail ; but the want of tacks and sheets rendered them 
almost useless to us ; yet we were enabled, for a short 
time, to close with the enemy ; and although our decks 
were now strewed with dead, and our cock-pit filled with 
wounded ; altl;|ough our ship had been several times on 
§re, and was rendered a perfect wreck, we were still en* 
couraeed to hope to save her, from the circumstance of 
the Cherub, from her crippled state, being compelled to 
haul ofi. She did not return to close action agaip, al- 
though she had it, apparently, in her power to do so ; but 
kept up a distant firing, with her long guns. The Phcebe^ 
from pur disabled state, was enabled, however, l^ edging 
off, to choose the distance Mrhich best suited her ionff 
guqs, and kept up a tremendous fire on hs, whjph mowe4 .^^^ 

C <3 zip 'fc 
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down mv brave companions by the J^ottn ;. B»an¥ of mj 
guns had been rendered useless b^ the eqemj^s sndt, ana 
maiiy of them had their whole crews destroyed-^we 
manned them again, from those Whioh were disabled ; and 
one gun, in particular, was three times mamied-^ld men 
were slain, at it, in the course of the action ! but, strange 
f s it may appear, the Captain of it escaped with only a 
slight wound. Finding that the enemy had it in his pow- 
er to choose his distance, I now ^ye up all hopes of 
closing with him; and, as the wmd^ for the mcMment, 
seemed to favour the design, I determined to endeavoi* ta 
jrun her on shore, land my men, and destroy her ; eve*- 
ty thing seemed to favor my wishes— we had approached 
the shore, within musquet-shot, and I had no doubt of 
succeeding, when, in an instiuit, the wind shifted from the 
land, and payed oar head down on the Phoebe, where we 
were again exposed to a dreadful raking fire. My ship was 
now totally unmanageable ; yet, as her head was toward 
the enemy f and he to leeward of me, I still hoped to be 
able to board him. At this moment, Lieut. Commandant 
Downs came on board to receive my orders, under the im- 
pression that 1 should soon be a prisoner ; he could be of 
no use to me in the then wretched state of the Essex; and 
finding, (from the enemy's putting his helm up,) that my 
last attempt at hoarding would not succeed, I directed 
him to return to his own ship, to be prepared for defend- 
ing and destroying her, in case of attack ; he took with 
bim severed oi my wounded^ leaving three of his boat's 
Crew on board, to make room for tnem. The Cherub 
now had an opportunity of distinguishmg herself^ by keep- 
iog up a hot fire on -him, during his return. The slaugh- 
ter, on boisbrd my ship, had now oecome horrible ; the ene- 
my Continuing to raJie us, and we unable to bring a gun 
to bear. T therefore dbected a hawser to be bent to the 
sheet anchor, and the anchor to be cut from the bows, to 
bring her head round-— this succeeded-— we again got our 
broadside to bear ; and, as the enemy was much crippled, 
itnd unable to hold his own, I have no doubt he would 
(KMHi have drifted out of gunHshot, before he discovered 
we had anchored, had not the hawser unfortunately part** 
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ed. My &hip had taken fice several times, during the ac- 
tion ; jtiut alarmingly so; forward and aft, at this moment 
-^the flames were bursting up each haitch-waj, and no 
hopes were entertained of saving her ; our distance from 
the shore did not exceed three quarters of a mile, and I 
hoped many of my brave crew would be able to save 
themselves, should the ship blow up, as I was informed 
the fire was near the magazine— and the explosion of a 
large quantity of powder below, served to mcrease the 
horrors of our situation. Our boats were destroyed by 
the enemy's shot ; t therefore directed those who could 
swim, to jump overboard, and endeavor to* gain the shore^ 
Some reached It, some were taken by the enemy, and 
«ome perished in the attempt ; but most preferred sharing^ 
with me, the fate of the snip. We, who remained, now 
turned our attention wholly to extinguishing the ilames ) 
and, when we had succeeded, went again to our guns, 
where the firing was kept up for some minutes ; but the 
crew had, by tms time, become so weakened, that they all 
declared to me the impossibility of making further resisr 
tance ; and entreated me to surrender my ship to save 
the wounded, as all further attempt at opposition must 
prove inefiectual — almost every gun being disabled by 
the destruction of their crews. I now s^ot for the officers 
of divisions, to consult them ; but, what was my surprise, 
to find only acting Lieut. Stej^en D. M^Knlght remain- 
ing, (who confirmed the report respecting the condition 
olthe guns, oi> the gun-deck; those on the spar-deck 
were not in a better state*) 

iJeut. Wilmer, ^fter fighting most gallantly, through- 
out the action, had been knocked overboard, by a splin- 
ter, while gettmg the sheet anchor from the bows, and 
was drowned. Aeting Lieut* John 6. Cowell had lost a 
leg; Ed. BamwelK acting si^Ung-master, had been car* 
ried below, after receiving two severe wounds^ one in the 
breast, and one in ^ face ; and acting lieut W. H« Odent 
heimer luid been knocked overboard, from the quarter, 
an iDBtant before, and did not regam the ship until afler 
the surrender. I was informed that the cock-pit, the 
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steerage, tlie ward-room, and the birth-deck, could coO'-* 
tain no more wounded— -that the wounded were killed 
while the surgeons were dressing them ; and that, uqless 
something was speedilj done to prevent it, the ship would 
soon sbk, from the number of snot-holes in her botfotn ; 
and on sending for the carpenter, he informed me that all 
his crew had been killed or wounded ; and that he had 
once been over the side, to stop the leaks, when his slings 
had been shot away, and it was with difficulty he was 
saved from drowning. The enemy, from the smoothness 
of the water, and the impossibility of our reaching him 
with our carronades, and the little apprehension that was 
excited by our fire, which had now, become much slack- 
ened, was enabled to take aim at us, as at a target ; his 
shot never missed our hull ; and my ship was cut op in a 
Xnanner, which was, perhaps, never before witnessed — in 
fine, I saw no hopes of saving her ; and, at 20 minutes 
after 6, P. M. gave the painful order to strike the colors^ 
Seventy-five men, including officers, were all that remain- 
ed, of my whole crew, after the action, capable of doing 
duty ; and many of them severely wounded, some of whom 
have since died. The enemy still continued his fire, and 
my brave, though unfortunate companions, were still fstU- 
ing about me. I directed an opposite gUn to be fired, to 
shew them we intended no further resistance ; but they 
did not desist — ^four men were killed at my side, and 
others in difierisnt parts of the ship. I now believed he 
intended to show us no quarter, and that it would be as 
well to die with our flag flying as struck, and was on the 

Eoint of agam hoisting it, when, about ten minutes after 
auling the colors down, he ceased firing. 
1 cannot speak in sufficiently high terms of the conduct 
of those engaged, for such ah unparalleled length of time, 
under such circumstances, with me, in the arauous and 
unequal contest. Let it suffice to say, that more bravery, 
skill, patriotism, and zeal, were never displayed on any 
occasion. * Every one seemed determined to die in de^ 
fence of their much' loved country's cause ; and nothing, 
but views of humanity, could ever have reconciled them 
;to the surrender of the ship; they remembered theii? 
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wounded and helpless shipmates below. To acting Lieu- 
tenants M^Knigbt and Oaenheimer,' [ fee] much indebted, 
for their great exertions and bravery throughout the ac- 
tion, in fighting, and encouraging the men at their divi- 
sions ; for the dexterous management of the long guns, 
and for their promptness in re*manning their guns as their 
crews were slaughtered. The conduct of that brave and 
heroic officer, acting Lieut John G. Cowell, who lost his 
leg iri the latter part of the action, excited the admiration 
of every man in the ship ; and after being wounded, would 
not cdnsent to be taken below, until loss of blood render- 
ed him in$ensible. Mr. Edward Barnwell, acting sail- 
ing-master,. who3fiL activity and courage was equally coa- 
spicirous, returned on deck, after his first wound ; and re- 
mdined, after receiving his second, until fainting with loss 
of blood. Mr. Samuel B. Johnson, who had joined me 
the dav before, and acted as marine - officer, conducted 
himself with great bravery, arid exerted himself in assist- 
ing at the long guns ; the musquetry, after the first half 
hour, being useless, from*our long distance. 

Mr. M. W. Bostwick, whom I had appointed acting 
purser of the Essex Junior, and who was on board my 
ship, did the duties of aid, in a manner which reflects on 
hiin the highest honor ; and Midshipmen Isaacs, Farra- 
gut, and Ogden, as well as acting Midshipmen James Ter- 
ry, James K. Lyman, and Samuel Duzenbury, and mas- 
ter's mate Wilham Pierce, exerted themselves in the per- 
formance of their respective duties, and gave an earnest 
of their value to the service ; the three first are too young 
to recommend for promotion — the latter, I beg leave t^ 
recommend for confirmation, as well as the acting Lieu- 
tenants, and Messrs. Barnwell, Johnson, and Bostwick. 

We have been unfortunate, but not disgraced ; the de- 
fence of the Essex has not been less honorable to her offi* 
cers and crew, than the capture of an equal force ; and I 
now consider my situation less unpleasant than that of 
Com. Hillyar, who, in violation of every principle of honor 
and generosity, and regardless of the rights of nations, 
MacKed the Essex, in her crippled slate, within pistol- 
i^ot of a neutral shore— when, tor six weeks, I had daily 



* 



206 

offered him fair and honorable combat, on terms greafl v 
to his advantage ; the blood of the slain must be on his 
head; and he has yet to reconcile his conduct to heaven, 
to his conscience, and to the world. The annexed ex- 
tract of a letter from Commodore Hillyar, which was 
written previous to his returning me mj sword, will show 
his opmion of our conduct. 

My loss has been dreadfully severe — 58 killed, (or 
have since died of their wounds,; and, among them, Lieut 
Cowell — 39 were severely wounded ; 27 slightly, and 31 
are missing— making, in all, 154 killed, wounded, and. 
missing. 

The professional knowledge of Doctor Richard Hoff*- 
man, acting surgeon, and Doctor Alexander Montgomery, 
acting surgeon's mate, added to their assiduity, and the 
benevoleqt attentions and assistance qf Mr. D« P. Adams, 
the chaplain, saved the lives of many of the wounded ; 
those gentlemen have been indefatigable in their atten- 
tions to them; the two first I beg leave to recommend for 
confirmation, and the latter to the notice of the depart^ 
ment. 

I must, in justification of myself, observe, that with our 
six 12 pounders only, we fought this action ; our carron* 
ades being almost useless* 

The loss, in killed and wounded, has been great with 
the enemy ; among the former is the 1st Lieut of the 
Phoebe ; and of the latter, Capt. Tucker, of the Cherub, 
whose wounds £tre severe. Both the Essex, and Phoebe 
were in a sinking state ; and it was with difiiculty thej 
eould be kept am)at, until they anchored in Valparaiso^ 
next mommg. The battered state of the Essex will, I 
believe, prevent her from ever reaching England ; and, I 
also thinK, it will be out of their power to repair the da* 
mages of the Phoebe, so as to enable her to double Cape 
Horn. All the masts and yards of the Phoebe, and Che- 
rub, are badly crip[Jed, and their hulls much cut up — ^tbe 
former had eighteen 1 2 pr. shot through her, below her 
water line, some three feet under water. Nothing but the 
moothness of the water, saved both the Phoebe and Essex. 

I hope, sir, that our conduct may prove satisfactory t9 
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our country ; and that \i will testify It, by obtaining 
our speedy exchange, that we may again have it in our 
power to prove our zeal. 

Commodore Hillyar, I am informed, has thought 
proper to state to his goverament, that the action only 
lasted 45 minutes ; should be have done so, the motive 
may be easily discovered. But the thousands of dis« 
interested witnesses, who covered the surrounding hills, 
can testify, that we fought hb ships near two hours and 
an half. Upwards of fifty broadsides were fired by 
the enemy, agreeably to their own account ; and up- 
wards of seventy-five by ours. Except the few minutes 
they were repairing damages, the firing was incessant. 

Soon after my capture, I entered into an agreement ^ 
with Commodore Hilly ar, to disarm my prize, the Es* 
sex Junior, and proceed with the survivors of my offi^ 
cers and crew, in her, to the United States. He con- 
sented to grant her a passport, to secure her from re- 
capture. The ship was small, and we knew we bad 
much to sufier ; yet we hoped soon to reach our coun- 
try, in safety, that we might again have it in our pow- 
er to serve it This arrangement was attended with 
no additional expence, as she was abundantly supjrfied 
with provisions^ and stores, for the voyage. 

In fustice to Commodore Hillyar, 1 must observe, 
that, although I can never be reconciled to the manner 
of his attack upon the Essex, or to his conduct before 
the action, he has, since our capture, shown the great- 
est humanity to my wounded, (whom he permitted me 
to land, on condition that the U. States should bear the 
expences ;) and has endeavored, as much as lay in his 
power, to alleviate the distresses of war, by the most 
generous and delicate deportment towards myself, my 
officers, and crew. He gave orders that the property 
of every person should l^ respected ; his orders, how- 
ever, were not so strictly attended to, as might have 
been expected : besides being deprived of books, 
charts, &c. both myself and officers k)st many articles 
of clothing, some to a considerable amount I should 
not have considered this last circumstance of sufficient 
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•^fmportonce to notice, did it not mark a sriking differ-- 
ence between the navy of G. Britain^ and the U. States, 
highly credible to the latter. 

To possess the Essex, it has cost the British govcfrn* 
ment nearly six millions of dollars ; and yet, sir^ her 
capture was owing entirely to accident ; and, if we con^ 
sader the expedition with which naval contests are now 
decided, the action is a dishonor to them. Had they 
brought their ships boldly into action, with a force so 
very superior, and having the choice of position, they 
should either have captured or destroyed us, in one 
fourth the time they were about it. 

During the action, our Consul General, Mr. Poinsett, 
called on the Governor of Valparaiso, and requested 
that the batteries might protect the Essex ; this re* 
quest was refused ; but he promised, if she should sue* 
ceed in fighting her way to the common anchorage, he 
would send an oflScer to the British commander, and 
request him to cease firing ; but declined usiqg force, 
under any circumstances ; — and, there is no doubt, a 
perfect understanding existed between them. This con- 
duct, added to the assistance given to the Bdtish, and 
their friendly reception, after the action, and the strong 
bias of the faction, which govern Chili, in favor of the 
English, as well as their hostility to the Americans, in- 
duced Mr. Poinsett to leave that country. Under such 
circumstances, I did not conceive it would be proper 
for me to claim the restoration of my ship, confident 
that the claim would be made by my government, 
with more effect. Finding some difficulty, in the sale 
of my prizes, I had taken the Hector and Catharine to 
sea, and burnt them, with their cargoes* 

I exchanged Lieut. M'Knight, Mr. Adams, and Mr. 
Lyman, and 11 seamen, for a part of the crew of the 
Sir A. Hammond, and sailed from Valparaiso on the 
27th of April, where the enemy were stul patching up 
their ships, to put them in a state for proceeding to Rio 
de Janeiro, previous to going to JBngland. 

I have the honor, &c. D. PORTER. 

Hffft. &<!. Navy. 
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^ [LETTER REFBRRSp TO IN THE VOREGOme.} 

• Extract of a letter from Com. Hillyar to Capt, Porter. 

'* Phabe^ April itk, 1814. 

" My dear Sir — Neither in our conversations nor in 
the accompanying letter, have I mentioned your sword. 
Ascribe my remissness, in the first instance, to forget- 
fulness ; I consider it only in my servant's possession, 
with my own, until the master may please to call for 
it ; and although I omitted, at the moment of presen- 
tation, from my mind being engrossed in attending to 
professional duties, to offer its restoration, the hand 
that received will be most gladly extended, to put it 
in possession of him who wore it so honorably, in de- 
fending his country's cause. 

" Believe me, &c. 
(Signed} '< JAMES HILLYAR. 

*' Captain Porter.^ 

BATTLE AT CHIPPEWA PLAINS. 

• • * 

Copy of a letter from Maj. Gen. Bronm, to the Secretary of War, dated 

Ckippefva Plains, July 6, 1814. 
SIR — Excuse my silence — I have been much en- 
gaged. Fort Erie did not, as I assured you it should 
DoC detain me a single day. At 11 o -clock, on the 
night of the 4tb, F arrived at thisjplace with the reserve. 
General Scott having' taken the position, about noon, 
with the van. My arrangements, for turning, and 
taking in rear the enemy's position, east of Chippewa, 
was made ; when Maj. Gren. Reall, suspecting our in- 
tentioiir, and adhering to the rule, that it is better to 
give than to receive an attack, came from behind his 
works, about 5 o'clock in the afternoon of the 5th, in 
order of battle. We did not baulk him ; — ^before 6 
o'clock, his line wae broken, and bis forces defeated—^ 
leaving on the field 400 killed and wounded. He was 
closely pressed, and would have been utterly ruined^ 

D d 
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but for the proximity of his works, whither he fled for 
shelter. The wounded of the enemy, and those of our 
own anny, must be attended to— they will be removed 
to BufTaloe ; this, with my limited means of transporta- 
tion, will take. a day or two; after which, I shall ad* 
yance, not doubting but that the gallant and accom* 
plished troops I led, will break down all opposition, be- 
tween me and lake Ontario, when, if met oy the fleets 
all is well — ^if not, under the favor of heaven, we shall 
behave in a way to avoid disgrace. My detailed re- 
port shall be made in a day or two. 

I am, &c. 

JACOB BROWN. 
Hon. Sec. War. 



PROCEEDINGS ON LAKE ONTARIO. 

Cop}/ of a kUer from Com. Chauncey^ to the Secretary t^ the Naojf* 

U. 8. 8. Superior, Sacket's Harbor, July 7, 1814. 

SIR — ^I am happy to have it in my powei'to detail 
to you, another brilliant achievement of Lieut Gregory, 
with his brave companions. — ^I received information, 
some time since, that the enemy was building a large 
schooner, at Presque-Isle. On the 26th ult. I directed 
Lieut Gregory to take with him Messrs. Vaughn and 
Dixon, proceed, with the two largest gigs, to Nicholas 
island, (within about 7 miles of Presque-Isle harbor,) 
and there conceal his boats, and wait for some trans- 
ports, which, I had information, were expected there to 
tak^ up provisions and munitions of war, which had 
been sent up the bay of Q^uintu, for the troops at York, 
and fort George ; but, if these transports did not make 
their appearance in 3 or 4 days, then to proceed to 
PresqueJsle, and burn the vessel on the stocks — ^but 
with positive orders not to injure a private building or 
private property. 

The day after Lieut. Gregjory arrived on the coast, 
he discovered a , vessel beating up ; but, just as he 
phoved off to board her, a large gun-boat hove in sight. 
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a little below him ; this boat made a signal to the ves- 
sel in the ofBng, upon which she tacked, and stood for 
the gun-boat. Lieut. Gregory secreted his boats as 
well as he could, but was ' apprehensive that he had 
been discovered. The gun-boat, and her convoy, which 
was full of troops, stood into Presque-Isle, Lieut. Gre- 
gory was determined to ascertain whether he had been 
discovered ;^ccordingly, he sent one of his boats, in 
the next ni^ht, and took off one of the inhabitants, who 
informed him that It was known he was on the coast, 
and that two expresses bad been sent to Kingston, in 
consequence ; he^ tljerefore, determined upon execut- 
ing the latter part of bis instructions, and made his ar- 
rangements accordingly-^landed, placed centinels at 
the houses, to prevent alarm, and set fire to the vessel, 
which was nearly ready to launch. She was a stout, 
well-built vessel, to mount 14 guns, and would proba^* 
bly have been launched in about 1 days A small 
. store-house, which contained stores for the vessel, was 
unavoidably burnt, as it was so near the vessel that it 
took fire from her. Lieut. Gregory learnt, from the 
inhabitants, that much property had been sent up, a 
few days previous ; that a company, of the Glengary 
regiment, hsrd been stationed there, but had been sent 
to York a few days before ; another company wad on 
its way, from Kingston, to replace them ; the few mili- 
tia, which had been left to guard the vessel and proper- 
ty, retreated, upon the approach of our boats. As soon 
as the vessel was entirely consumed, Lieut. Gregory 
re-embarked his men, without having permitted one of 
them to enter a house. Finding the alarm so general, 
he thought prudent to cross the lake immediately ; he 
stopped one day at Oswego, for refreshment, and ar- 
rivea here last evening-«4iaving performed a most 
difficult service, with his usual gallantry and good 
conduct. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Hon. W Jones, Sec. NaVy^ 
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FURTHER, OF THE BAJTLE OF CHIPPEWA. 

Copy of a letter from Mifjor-Qeneral Brtrnn^ to the Secretary ef 

Wary dated 

H. Q. Chippewa Plains^ July 7,181 4. 

DEAR SIR-i<-On the second inst. I issued my or- 
ders for crossing the Niagara river, and made the arr 
rangements, deemed necessary, for securing tbe garri- 
son of fort Erie. On tbe 3d, that post surrendered, at 
5, P. M. Our loss, in this affair, was four wounded*-* 
1 have enclosed a return of the prisoners, of the ord* 
nance, and ordnance stores, captured. 

To secure my rear, I have placed a garrison in this 
fort, and requested Capt. Kennedy, to station bis yes* 
sels near the post. 

On the morning of the 4th, Brig. Gen. Scott, with 
his brigade, and a corps of artillery, was ordered to ad- 
vance towards Chippewa, and be governed by circum- 
stances — taking carfe to secure a good military position 
for the night. After sonje skirmishing with the enemy, 
be selected this plain, with the eye of a soldier — his 
right resting on the river, and a ravine being in front 
At 1 1 , at night, I joined him with the reserve, under 
Gen. Ripley, our field, and batterinrtrain, and corps of 
artillery under Maj. Hindman. Gen. Porter arrived, next 
morning, with ar part of the N. Y. and Pennsylvania vo- 
lunteers, and some of the warriors of the Six Nations. 

Early in the morning of the dth, the enemy com- 
menced a petty war upon our pickets, and, as he was 
indulged, his presumption increased; — ^by noon, he 
showed himself on the left of our exterior line, and at- 
tacked one of our pickets, as it was returning to caropb 
Capt Treat, who commanded it, retired, disgracefully, 
leaving a wounded man on ihe ground. Capt Biddle, 
cf the artillery, who was near the scene, impelled by 
feelings, highly honorable to him, as a soldier and om- 
cer, promptly assumed the command of this picket — 
led it back to the wounded man, and brought him off 
the field. 1 ordered Capt. Treat, on tbe qK>t, to retire 
from the army ; and^ as I am anxious that no officer 
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$hall remain under my command, who can be siuspect* 
ed of cowardice, I advise that Capt. Treat, and Lieut* 
— — ^, who was also with the picket, be stii^ck firom 
the rolls of the army. 

At 4 o''clock, P. M. agreeably to a plan I had given 
Gen. Porter, he advanced from the rear of our camp, 
with tlie volunteers and Indians, (taking the woods, m 
order to keep out of view of the enemy,) with a hope 
of bringing his pickets, and scouting parties, between 
his (Porter's) line of march, and our camp. As Pprter 
mo'i^d, I ordered the parties, advanced in front of our 
camp, to fall back, gradually, under the enemy's fire, 
in order to draw him, if possible, up to our line. About 
half past 4, the advance of Geiv Porter's command, met 
the light parties of the enemy in the woods, upop our 
extreme left— rthe enenJy were driven ; and Porter, ad- 
vancing near to Chippewa, met their whole colunm in 
order of battle. From the cloud of dust risings and 
the heavy firing, I was led to conclude that ^he whole 
force of the enemy was in march, and prepared for ac« 
tion. I immediately ordered Gen. Scott to advance, 
with his brigade, and Towson's artillery, and meet 
them upon tte plain, in front of our camp. The Gen^ 
eral did not expect to be gratified, so soon, with a field 
enjgagenaent ; be advanced, in the most prompt and 
officer-like style, and, in a few minutes, was in close 
action, upon the plain, with a superior force of British 
regular troops. By this tune, Gen. Porters command 
bad given way, and fled in every direction, notwith- 
standing his personal gallantry, and great e^sertions to 
gtay their flight The retreat of the volunteers and in- 
diaas, caused the left flank of Gen. Scott's brigade to 
be greatly exposed. Capt. Harris, with bis dragoons, 
was directed to stop the fugitives, behind the ravine, 
fronting our camp ; and i sent Col. Gardner to order 
Gen. Ripley, to advance witb the 21st regiai€«it, which 
farmed part of the reserve-^-past to the left of our 
camp, skirt the woods, so as to keep out of view, and 
Ml upon the rear of the «nemy -s rig^t flank ; tbis or- 
dcyr was proo^rfly obeyed ; aod4he greatest exMii^m 
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were made by the 21 st regiment, io gain their position^ 
and close with the enemy — but in vain; for such was 
the zeal and gallantry of the line, commanded by Gen» 
Scott, that its advance upon the enemy was not to be 
checks. Major Jessup, commanding the feft flank 
battalion, finding himselt pressed in front, and in flank, 
and his men falling fast around him, ordered his batta- 
lion to '^ support arms, and advance/^ The order was 
promptly obeyed, amidst the most deadly and destruc- 
tive fire ; he gained a more secure position/and return- 
ed upon the enemy so galling a discharge, as caused 
them to retire. By this time, their whole line was fall-^ 
ing back, and our gallant soldiers pressing upon tbeno, 
as fast as possible. As soon as the enemy had gained 
the sloping ground^ descending towards Chippewa, and 
distant a quarter of a mile, he broke, and ran to gain 
his works ; in this effort, he was too successful ; and 
the guns, from his batteries, opening immediately up- 
on our line, checked, in some degree, the pursuit At 
this momlE^nt, I resolved to bring up all my ordnance, 
and force the place by a. direct attack, and gave the or- 
der accordingly. IVIajor Wood, of the corps of engi- 
neers, and my. aid, Capt. Austin, rode to the bank of 
the creek, towards the right of their line of works) and 
examined them. I was induced, by the lateness of their 
report, the lateness of the hour, and the advice of Gen. 
Scotty and Major Wood, to order the forces to retire to 
cantp*. 

My most difficult duty remains to be performed— 
I am depressed with the fear of not being able to do 
justice to my companions in arms ; and apprehensive that 
some, who had an opportunity of distinguishing them- 
selves, and promptly embraced it, will escape my notice. 

Brig Gen. Scott is entided to the highest praises our 
country can bestow ; to him, more than to any man, am 
I indebted for the victory of the 5th of July — ^nis brigade 
has covered itself with glory. Every officer, andevery^ 
man of the 9th, 22d, 11th, and 25th regiments, did his 
duty,' with a zeal and energy worthy of the Amierican 
character. When every officer staiias so pre-eminently 
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hi^jn the path of dutj and^honor, it is . impossible to 
disciiminate ; but I cannot depriTe myself of the pleasure 
of saying, that Major Leavenworth commanded the 9th^ 
aBd 2^; Major Jessup the 25tb, and Major McNeil the 
llth. Col. Campbell was wounded early in the action, 
gallantly leading on his regiment. 

The family of General Scott were consjHcuous in the 
field ; Lieut Smith, of the 6th infantry. Major of Brigade, 
and Lieutenants Worth and Watts, his aids. 

From General Ripley, and his Brigade, I received eve- 
ry assistance that I gave them an opportunity of render- 
ing. I did not order any part of the reserve.into action, 
until Gen. Porter^s command had given way ; and then 
Gen. Scott's movements were so rapid, and decisive, that 
Gen. Kipley could not get up in time, with the 21st, to 
the position as directed. The corps of artillery, under 
Major Hindman, were not generally in action ; this was 
not their fault. , Capt. Towson's company was the only 
•ne that had. a full opportunity of distingtiishing itself ; 
and it is believed that no company ever embraced an op- 
portunity with more zeal, or more success. 

A detachment from ^e 2d brigade, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. McDonald, penietrated the woods, with the 
Indians and volunteers, and for their support ; the con- 
duct of McDonald, and his comjmand, reflects high honor 
upon the brigade to which they belong. 

The conduct of Gen. Porter has been conspicuously 
gallant ; every assistance, in his power to aflford, with the 
description oi force under his command, has been render- 
ed; we could not expect him to contend with the British 
column of regulars, which appeared upon the plains of 
Chippewa — it was no cause oi surprize to me, to see his 
conunand retire before this column. 

Justice forbids that I should omit to name my own fa- 
mily : they yield to none, in honorable zeal, intelligence, 
. and attention to duty — Col. Gardner, Major Jones, and 
my aids. Captains Austin and Spencer, have been as ac- 
tive, and as much devoted tb the cause, as any officers of 
the army; their conduct merits my warmest acknowledg- 
ments— rof Gardner and Jones, I shall have occasijon again 
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to 0peak to you. Majbr Camp, deputy Quarter-maBfer 
General, deserves my particular notice, and approbation : 
by his great exertions I was enabled to find the m^ans of 
crossing. Capt. Daliba, of the ordnance departmeat, ha^ 
rendered every service in his power. 

The enclosed return will show you our loss, and for* 
nish you with the names of the dead and wounded offi- 
cers—these gallant men must not be forgotten; our com* 
try will remember them, and do them justice^ 

Respectfully, &c. 

JACOB BROWN. 
Hon. Sec: War. <^ 

In the above action, the enemy had 208 killed, and 95 
wounded — 1 5 prisoners — Total, 308. 

Those reported under the head of wounded and prison^ 
ers were so severely injured, that it would have been im- 
practicable for them to have escaped. The enemy had 
the same facilities of carrying their wounded from the fields 
at the commencement of the action, as ourselves; and 
tiiere can be no doubt, from the information that I have 
received from unquestionable sources, that they carried 
from the field as many of their wounded as is reported 
above in the total. 

AZ. ORNE, Asst. Ins. Oen. 

Our loss was 60 killed— 115 S. 134 B. wounded— 19 
prisoners — Total 328. 

The British ofiicial account of the above action, ststo 
Ifaeir total loss at 514. 



FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

Cufy efa letter frwn Maj. Oen^ Brotvny to the Secretary rf War^ dated 

H. Q. QwmsUnh July 22df, 1814. 

DEAR SIR— On the SOth, the army moved, md en- 
ff iffipftd in the rear of fort George* Gen. Scott wi& the 
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tan, liad some skirmishing, before the main body came 
up ; but, as the enemy kept close to their works, nothing 
important occurred No force was left in our rear — the 
heights Were abandoned to the enemy, and we did hope 
that the movement would hpive induced him to re-occupy 
them, or close in nearer to us, so as to bring on an engage- 
ment out of his works ; in this we were disappointed.-— 
The army returned to-day, and found a body of militia 
and a few regulars, in and about the heights ; Gen. Por- 
ter pursued them with his command, and a few regulars, 
and was so fortunate as to come up with and capture 
seven officers and ten privates — they will be sent to 



Greenbush. 



Respectfully, &c. 

JACOB BROWN. 



FURTHER PROCEEDINGS. 

Copy of a UiUrfrom Mc^or^jeneral Brown, to the Secretary of 

War^ 4at$d 

H. Q. Chippewa^ July 25, 1814. 

DEAR SIR--On the 23d inst. I received a letter by 
express, from General Gaines, advising me, that, on the 
20th, the heavy guns that I had ordered from the Harbor^ 
to enable me to operate against forts George and Nia^- 
ra, were blockaded in that port, together with the nfle 
regiment diat I bad ordered up with them* 1 had order- 
^ these guns, and troops, in boats, provided the Common 
dore should not deem it proper or prudent to convey them 
in his fleets not doubting but that he would have been 
upon the lake for their protection, and that the enemy 
would have been driven into port, or captured. As Gen. 
Gaines informed me that the Commodore was confined to 
his bed with a fever, and as he did not know when the 
fleet would sail, or when the guns and forces which I had 
been expecting, would even leave Sacket's Harbor, I have 
thoi^ht it proper to change my position, with a view to 
other objects. You know now greatly 1 am disappointed, 

E e 



iui therefore I will not di^ell upon that painful sisbject ; 
and you can best perceive how much has been lost b\r 
the delay— -and the command. of lake Ontario being wim 
the enemy-— reliances b^ine placed upon a different state 
of things. The Indians alllefi me some time since ; it is 
i^aid that they will return ; but this, you will perceive, de- 
pends upon circumstances. The reinforcements ordered 
onV from the west, have not arrived. 
Yours, respectfully! and truly, 

JACOB BROWN. 
Him. Sec. rf War. 



BATTLE OF BRIDGEWATER. 

iJopy of a UUer /ram Coft. L. AuHin^ Aid to Oen. Brawny to the Ss^ 

crttaryofWar^ dated 

H. Q. Bujfflaloe, 29th Jvly, 1814. 

I have the honor of addressing you by desire of Gen. 
Brovm, who is now confined by wounds, received in a se- 
vere and desperate engagement with the enemy, on the 
afternoon ana nijght of the 25th mstant 

Our army haa fallen back to Chippewa. The enemy, 
collecting every regiment from Burlington and York, and 
meeting with no opposition on lake Ohntario, transported, 
by water, to fort George, troops from Kingston, and even 
Prescott, which enabled them to bring a torce agsdnst us, 
vastly superior, under the command of Lieut Gen. Drum- 
mond and Maj. Gen. Riall. They were met by us near 
the falls of Niagara, where a most severe conflict ensued; 
the enemy disputed the ground with resolution, yet were 
driven from every position ihey attempted ib hold. We 
stormedhis batteries, directly m front, and took posses- 
sion of all his artillery ; notwithstanding his immense su- 
{>eriority, both in numbers and position, ne was complete- 
y defeated, and our troops remained on the battle ground^ 
without any interruption. As, however, both Generals 
Brown and Scott nad received severe wounds — almost 
every chief of battalion disabled— ^nd our men quite ex'- 
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hausted, it was thought prudentjo retire to our encamp*, 
ment ; Mrhich was done in good order, without any mo* 
lestation from the enemy**-our Woimded having first been 
removed. • 

Maj. Gen. Riall, with the aid-de-camp of Lieut Gen. 
Drummond, and about twenty other officers, with two 
hundred privates, are taken prisoners. 

The loss, on both sides, is immense ; but no account 
has yet been returned. The aid, and brigade Major of 
Gen. Scott, are both severely wounded ; and Capt. Spen- 
cer, an aid of Gen. Brown, most probably dead, having 
received two balls through his body. Both Generals 
Brown and Scott are on this side, confined by their 
wounds } Gen. Ripley commands on the other. General 
Brown received his wounds at the same instant, during a 
late part of the action;- but still continued to keepnis 
horse, until exhausted by loss of blood — this, probably, 
has rendered hi» wounds more painful than they would 
otherwise have been. 

I have the honor, &c. 

L. AUSTIN, A. n. Camp. 

Hon. See. War. 

COL. PEARSON'S EXPEDITION. 

The official communication of Col. Pearson, commapd- 
ing the S. C. militia, in the southern indian country, to 
Gov. HaWkins, has been received.-— The result of Col, 
Pearson's expedition is the taking prisoners 622 warriors, 
women and children, without firing a gun, or losing a man. 
Col, Pearson's letters, detailing his movements, are dated 
June 1st and 13th. 



FURTHER— BATTLE OF BRIDGEWATER. 

Cc/nf rf a leUerfram Maj. Qen. Bronm^ to the Steretmy ^fWar^ being 
kh deUiiUdrepartrfiheB(aaeifBridgenfaier9fimglUJ9Jttf25^ 1814. 

SIR— Confined as I was, and have been, since the last 
engagement with the enemy, I An that the account I am 
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with his command, the extreme left— about the time Col. 
Miller carried the enemy^s cannon. . 

The 25th regiment, under Major Jessup, was engaged 
io a more obstinate contest, with all that remained to dis- 
pute with us the field of battle. The Major, as has been 
already stated, had been ordered by General Scott, at 
the commencement of the action, to take ground to the 
right ; he had succeeded in turning the enemy^s left flank 
----had captured (by a detachment under Capt. Ketchum,) 
Gen. Rtall, a^d sundry other officers — and showed him- 
self again, to his own army, in a blaze of fire, which de-: 
featea or destroyed a very superior force of the enemy. 
He was ordered to form on the right of the 2d regiment. 
The enemy, rallying his fopces, and, as is believed,naving 
received reinforcements, now attempted to drive us from 
our position, and regain his artillery ; our line was unsha- 
ken, and the enemy repulsed ; two other atteinpts, hav- 
ing the same object, had the same issue — Gen. Scott was 
again engaged, m repelline the former of these ; and the 
last I saw of him, on the neld of battle, he was near the 
head of his column, and giving, to its march, a direction 
that would have placed hun on the enemy^s ri^ht It was^ 
with great pleasure I saw the good order and intrepidity 
of Gen. Porter^s volunteers, from the moment of their ar-f 
rival ; but, during the last charge of the enemy, those 
qualities were conspicuous — stimulated by the example 
set them b^ their gallant leader, by Major Wood, of the 
Pennsylvania corps, by Col. Dobbin, of New-York, and 
by their officers generally, they precipitated themselves 
upon the enemy's line, and made all the prisoners which 
were taken at this point of the action. 

Having been for some time wounded, and being a good' 
deal exhausted by loss of blood, it became my wish to de- 
volve the command on Gen. Scott, and retire from the 
field ; but, on enauiry, I had the misfortune to learn that 
he was disabled oy wounds ; I therefore kept my post, 
and had the Satisfaction of seeing the enemy's last effi>rt 
repulsed— 1 now consigned the command to General 
Riplev. 

Wbile retiring from the field, I saw and felt that -the 



Yictory was complete on our part, ifproper measures irera 
promptly adopted to secure it. The exhaustion of the 
men was, however, such as made some refreshment neces*- 
sary ; they particularly required water— ^I was, mysel|^ 
extremely sensible of the want of this necessary article; I 
therefore believed it proper that Gen. Ripley, and the 
troops should return to camp, after bringing off the dead, 
the wounded and the artillery ; . and, in this, I saw no dif- 
ficulty, as the enemy had entirely ceased to act Within 
an hour after my arrival in camp, I was informed that Gen. 
Ripley had returned, without annoyance, and in good or- 
der. I now sent for him ; and, after giving him my rea- 
sons for the measure I was about to adopt, ordered him 
to put the troops in the best possible condition; to give 
to them the necessary refreshment ; to take with him the 

{)icquets and camp guards, and every other description of 
brce ; to put himself on the field of l^attle as the day 
dawned, and there to meet and beat the enemy, if he ap- 
peared — ^to this order he made no objection, md I relied 
upon its execution ;— it was not executed. I feel, most 
sensibly, how inadequate are my powers in speaking of 
the troops, to do justice either to their merits, or to my 
own sense of them — under able direction they nught have 
done more, and better. 

From the preceding detail, yon have new evidence of 
the distinguished gallantry of Generals Scott and Porter, 
of Col. Miller, and Major Jessup. 

Of the 1st brigade, the chief, with his aid-de-camp. 
Worth, his Major of brigade. Smith, and every command- 
er of battalion, were wounded. The 2d brigade suffered 
lesQ ; but, as a brigade, their conduct entitled them to the 
applause of their country. After the enemy's strong po- 
sition had^been carried by the 21st, and detachments of 
the 17th and 19th, the 1st and 23d assumed a new cha- 
racter — they could not, again, be shaken or dismayed. 
* Major M^Farland, of the latter, fell nobly at; the head of 
his battalion. Under the command of Gei^ Porter, the 
militia volunteers, of Pennsylvania and New-York, stood 
undismayed, amidst their hottest fire, and repulsed the 
veterans opposed to them. The Canadian volunteers. 
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CMUoanded by Col. Wilson, are reported by Gen* Portar* 
as having merited and received his approbation. The 
corps oC artillery, commanded by Major Hindman, be* 
haved with its usual gallantry. Capt. Towson's compa-* 
ny, attached to the Ist brigade, was the first and the last 
engaged ; and, during the whole conflict, maintained that 
hi^ character, which they had previously won by their 
skill and their valor. Captains Biddle and Ritchie were 
both wounded early in the action, but refused to quit the 
field ; the latter declared that he never would leave his 
piece — and, true to his engagement, fell by its side, co- 
vered with wounds. 

The staff of the army had its peculiar merit and <dis- 
tinction — Col. Gardner, Adj. Gen. though ill, was on 
horseback, and did all in his power; his assistant. Major 
Jones, was very active and useful ; my gallant aids-de* 
camp, Austin and Spencer, had many, and critical, duties 
to perform-— in the discharge of which, the latter fell :-— I 
shall ever think of this young man, with pride and regret 
— ^re^ret, diat his career has been so short ; pride, that it 
has been honorable and distinguished. The engineers^ 
Majors M^Rea and Wood, were greatly distinguisned on 
this day, and their high military talents, exerted with 
great enect ; they were much unoer my eye, and near my 

Crson — and, to their assistance, a great deal is fairly to 
ascribed ; I most earnestly recommend them, as wor- 
thy of the highest trust and confidence. 

The stair of Generals Ripley and Porter discovered 
great zeal, and attention to duty. Lieut. E. B. Randolph, 
of the 20th, is entitled to notice*— his courage was consp^ 
cuous. 

I enclose a return of our loss ; those noted as missing 
mav generally be numbered with the dead. The enemy 
had but little opportunity of making prisoners. 

1 have the honor, &c. 
Hon. J. Armstrong, Sec. War. JACOB BROWN. 

JRtlum of killed, wounded and missir^^ in the above 

action. — Kifled, 171— Wounded, 570 — ^Missing, 117 

Total, 858; C. K. GARDNER, Adj. Gen. 
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« 

JitHiim afpHsofiUTsl taken from the enemy in the above 
octiM^vis. — 1 Majoi: General, (Riall) — 1 Aid (toLt. Gen. 
Drummond) — 6 Captains — 11 Subalterns — 150 rank and 
file— Total 169. AZ. ORNE, Assist. Insp. Gen. 

27ie British (Official account of the above action makes 
their loss as follows, viz. — Killed, 84-TWounded, 559,—- 
Missing, 1 93— Prisoners, 42— Total, 878. 

(Signed) ED. BAYNES, 



AFFAIR OF BLADENSBURGH. 

Copy of a letter from Brig. General JVinder^ to the Secretary of 

War J dated 

Baltimore^ August 27, 1814. 

SIR-— When the enemj arrived at the mouth of the Po- 
tomac, of all the militia which I had been authorized to 
jEiLSsemble, there were hut about 1700 in the field — from 
1 3 to 1 400 under Gen. Stansbur j, near this place, and 
about 250 at Bladensburgh, under Lieut. Col. Krammer. 
The slow progress of draft, and the imperfect organiza- 
tion, with tne inefiectiveness of the laws to compel them 
to turn out, rendered it impossible to have procured 
more. 

The*militia of this state, and of the contiguous parts 
of Virginia and Pennsylvania, were called on, en masse ; 
but the former militia law of Pennsylvania had expired, 
the 1st of June or July, and the one adopted in its place 
is not to take effect, in organizing the militia, before Oc- 
tober ; no aid, therefore, has been received from that 
state. 

After all the force that could be put at my disposal in 
that short time, and making such dispositions as I deemed 
best calculated to present the most respectable force, at 
whatever point the enemy, might strike, I was enabled, by 
the most active and harassing movements of the troops, 
to interpose before the enemy, at Bladensburgh, about 
5000 men, including 350 regulars, and Commodore Bar- 
ney's command ; — ^much the largest portion of this force 
^rived on the ground when the en6my were in sight, and 

F f 
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ware A^sed of to support, in the best maimery the |pom- 
tioo which Gen. Stansoury had taken* Thejr had bareljr 
reached the CTound when the action commenced, niiicb 
was about ) ^xlock, P. M. of the 24th instant-^^-and con- 
tinued about an hour. The contest was not as obstinateljT 
maintained as could hare been desired ; but was, bj parts 
of the troops, sustained with great spirit, and with pro- 
digious efitect ; and, bad the wjiole of our force been 
equally firm, I am induced to believe that the enemr 
would have been repiilsed, notwithstanding all the dikao^ 
vantages under which we fou^t. — ^The artillery*, f^om 
Baltimore, supported by Major Pinckney^s rifle battalion, 
and a part oi Capt Obughty's, from the navy-yard, were 
m advance, to command the pass of the bndge, at Bla- 
densburgh, and played upoa the enemy, as I nave since 
learned, with very destructive effect But die rifle troops 
were obliged^ after some lime, to retire ; and, of courset 
the artillery. Superior numbers, however,, rushed upon 
them, and made their retreat necessary ; not, however, 
without great loss from the enemy- Major Pinckney re- 
ceived a severe wound »in his right arm, after he had re- 
tired to the left flank of Stansbury^s brigade. The right 
and centre of Stansbury's brigade, eonsistii^ of lieut 
Col. Kagan's and Shuler's regiments, generalfy gaVe way 
very soon afterwards, with the exception of about 40, ral- 
lied by Col. Ragan, after havii^ lost his horse, and the 
whole, or s^ P&rt of Capt Shower's company— -both of 
I whom Gen. otansbury represents io have made, even thus 
deserted, a gallant stana. The faU which Lieut Col. 
Ragan received, from his horse, tc^ther with his great 
efforts to sustain his position, rendered him unable to fol- 
low the retreat : we nave, therefore, to lament, that this 
gallant and excellent ofiicer has been taken prisoner; he 
has, however, been paroled ; and I met him here, reco-- 
vering from the bruises occasioned by his fall. 

The 5th B^more regiment, under Lieut Col. Sterrett, 
bein^ the left of Gen. Stansbory's brigade, still, however, 
stood their ground ; and, except fi>r a mommit, when part 
of &em recdled a few steps, remained firm, and stood uih* 
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til ordered to retreat, with a view to prerent theo» from 
bein^ outflanked 

The reserve, uoder Brig. Gen. Smith,. of the District of 
C^oliimbia, with the militia of the citj aind Georgetown, 
with the regulars and some detachments of Maryland mi- 
litia, flanked on Wir rig^t by Commodore Barney, and 
his brave fellows, Tnd Lieut. Col. Beall, still Were to the 
right, on the hill, and maintained the contest for som» 
time, with great effect' 

It is not with me to report the conduct of Commodore 
Barney, arid his command ; nor can I speak from observa* 
tion, too remote ; but th^ concurrent testimony, of all 
who did observe them, does them the highest justice, 
for their brave resistance, and destructive effect they 

Eroduced on the enemy. Commodore Barney, alter 
aving lost his horse, took post near one of his guns ; 
and there^ unfortunately, received a severe wound in 
the thigh, and he also fell into the hands of the enemy. 
Capt Miller, of the marines, was^woiinded in the arm, 
fighting bravely. Prom the best iritelligence, there re- 
mains but little doubt, that the enemy lost, at least, 
400, killed and wounded ; and, of these, a very unusu^^ 
al portion killed. Our loss cannot, I thinks be estima* 
ted at more than from 30 to 40 killed, s^nd 50 to 60 
wounded. They took, altogether, about 120 pri« 
60ners« 

You will readily understand, that it is impossible for 
me to speak, minutely, of the merit or demerit of par- 
ticular troops, so little known to me, from their recent 
and hasty assemblage. My subsequent movements, 
for the purpose of preserving as much of my force as 
possible, gaining reinforcements, and protecting this 
place, you already know*. 

I am, &c. 
W. IL WINDER, i?. (?€fi. lO/A iK /?. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, See. , War* 
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BATTLE AT FORT ERIE. 

Copies oflMers from Brig. Gen. Gaines, to the Secretary of War, dated 

H. Q. Fort Erie, U. C. Aug. 23d, 1814. 

SIR — Loss of sleep, and constant exposure to the 
weather, in its various changes, gave me, some days 
ago, a violent cold, which has put it out of my power 
to do any thing more than the state of the service here 
rendered absolutely indispensable; hence my apology 
for delaying, until this day, my report of the battle of 
the 1 5th inst. 

General Driimmond is qufetly engaged, in collect- 
ing his reinforcements ; his camp appears to be forti- 
fied : I attempted to look at it, a few days past, and it 
cost me a fine young officer, Lieut* Yates, of the 4th 
rifle regiment, killed, and Lieut Kearsley, of that ex- 
cellent corps, with Lieut Childs, of the 9tb, wounded ; 
with the loss of some 2 or 3 privates killed, and 5 or 
6 woundnd. The loss of the enemy, 1 was unable to 
ascertain ; he would not leave his defences, and I did 
not think fit to leave mine at all exposed. Several de- 
serters say, that the 6th and 82d regiments arrived last 
night — if this be true, their strength is about the same 
as it was before the(battle of the 15th; their Col. Scott, 
is dead. About 20 deserters from the De Watteville 
regiment, and some few from other corps, concur in 
the report, that their loss in killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing, on the 1 5th, was upwards of a thousand. 

Your obedient servant, 

E. P. GAINES. B. Gen. Camg. 
Gen. Armstrong, Sec. War. 



DETAILED REPORT. 

H. Q. Left wing 2d Division, Fort Erie, U. C. Aug. 1814. 

SIR — ^I have the honor to communicate, for the in- 
formation of the department of war, the particulars of 
the battle fought at this place, on the 15th inst. between 
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the left wing of the 2d division of the northern army, 
under my command, and the British forces in the Pen- 
insula of (J. C. commanded by Lieut. Gen. Drummond, 
which terminated in a signal victory, in favor of the 
United American arms. Our position, on the margin 
of the lake, at the entrance of the JNiiagara river, being 
nearly a horizontal plane, 12 or 15 feet above the sur- 
face of the water, possessing few natural advantages, 
had been strengthened in front, by temporary parapet 
breastworks, intrenchments, and abattis, with two bat- 
teries and 6 field pieces. The small, unfinished fort, 
Erie, with a 24, 18, and 12 prs. forms the N. E. — and 
the Douglass battery, with an 18, and 6 pr. near the 
edge of the lake, the S. E. angle of our right ; the left 
is defended by a redoubt battery, with 6 field pieces, 
just thrown up on a small ridge ; our rear was left open 
to the lake, bordered by a rocky shore of easy ascent ; 
the battery, on the left, was defended by Capt. Towson ; 
Fort Erie, by Capt. Williams, with Major Trimble's 
commaifd, of the 19th inf^intry ; the batteries on the 
front, by Captains Biddle and Fanning ; the whole of 
the artillery commanded by Major Hmdman. Parts 
of the 11th, 9th, and 22d infantry, (of the late veteran 
brigade of Maj. Gen. Scott,) were posted on the right, 
under the command of Lieut Col. Aspinwall; Gen. 
Ripley's brigade, consisting of the 21st and 23d, de- 
fended the left ; Gen. Porter's brigade, of New- York 
and Pennsylvania volunteers, with our distinguished 
riflemen, occupied the centre. 

I have, heretofore, oniitted stating to you, that, dur- 
ing the 13th and 14th, the enemy had kept up a brisk 
cannonade, which was sharply returned from our bat- 
teries, without any considerable loss- on our part ; at 
6, P. M. one of their shells lodged in a small magazine, 
in fort Erie, which was fortunately almost empty ; it 
blew up, with an explosion, more awful in its appear- 
ance than injurious in its effects, as it did not disable a 
man, or damage' a gun. It occasioned but a momenta- 
ry cessation of the thunders of the artillery, on both 
aides ; it was followed by a loud and joyous shout of 
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tbe Brkisfa army, which was instantly returned on our 
part ; and Capt Williams, amidst the smoke of the ex- 
plosion^ renewed the contest by an animated roar of 
his heavy cannon. 

From the supposed loss of our ammunition, and (he 
consequent depn^ssion such an event was likely to pro- 
duce upon the minds of our men, I felt persuaded that 
thb explosion would lead the enemy to assault, and 
made my arrangements accordingly-^the annexed pa- 
pec. No. I • is a copy of Lieut. Gen. Drummond's plan 
of attack. 

The nifbt was dark, and, the early part of it, raining ; 
but the faithful centineL slept not :*— one third of the 
troops were up at their posts. At half past 2 o'clock^ 
the rljght column of the enemy approached; and, 
though enveloped in darkness, black as his designs and 
principles, was distinctly heard on our left, and prompt- 
ly marked by our musquetry, under Major Wood, and 
artillery, under Capt 1 owson. Being mounted at the 
moment, I repaired to the point of attack, where the 
sheet of fire, rolling frem Towson's battery and tbe 
musquetry^ of the left wing of the 21st infantry, under 
Major Wood, enabled me to see the enemy's column, 
of al^out 1500 men, approaching on that point ; his ad* 
vance was not checked, until it approached within 10 
feet of our infantry ; a line ot loose brush, represent- 
ing an abattis, only intervened ; a column of tbe ene- 
my attempted to pass round the abattis, through the 
water, where it was nearly breast deep : apprehending 
that this point would be carried, I ordered a detach- 
ment of riflemen and infantry to its support ; but hav- 
ing met with the gallant commander. Major Wood, was 
assured by him that he could defend his position with- 
out reinforcements. 

At this moment the enemy were repulsed ; but in- 
stantly renewed the charge, and were again repulsed. 
My attention wa3 now csuled to the right, where our 
batteries and lines were soon lighted by a most brif- 
liant fire, of cannon and musquetry ; it announced the 
approach of the centre and leit columns of the enemy, 
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under Colonels Druoimond and Scott-^he latter wu 
received by the reteran 9tb, under the conunand of 
Capt Fostery and Captains Bougbton and Harding's 
companies of New- York and Pennsylvania volunteers^ 
aided by a 6 pr. judiciously posted by Major M^Hea, 
chief engineer, who was most active acid useful at this 
point — ^tbey were repulsed. That of the centre, led 
by Col. Drummond, was not long kept in check ; it 
approached, at once, every assailahle point of the fort, 
and, with scaling ladders, ascended the psirapet, but 
was repulsed with dreadful carnage. Tbe assault was 
twice repeated, and as often checked ; but the enemy, 
having moved round in the ditch, covered by darkness, 
added to the heavy cloud of sntoke which had rolled 
from our cannon and musquetry, enveloping surrouiMl- 
ing objects, repeated tbe charge, re-ascended tbe lad- 
ders — their pikes, bayonets^ ^nd spears, fell upon our 
gallant artillerists. The gallant spirits of our iavoHte, 
Capt. Williams, and Lieuts. M^Donough and Wat- 
mougb, with their brave men, were overcome — the two 
former, and several of their men, received deadly 
vrounds — our bastion was lost Lieut. M^Donough, 
being severely wounded, demanded quarter ; it was 
refused by Col Drummond-<-ihe Lieutenant (ben seiz- 
ed a handspike, and nobly defended bTmself, until be 
was shot down with a pistol,^ by tlie monster who had 
refused him quarter ; who often reiti^ated tbe order, 
^ give the damned yankees no quarter.'' This officer, 
whose bravery, if it bad been seasoned with virtue, 
would have, entitled him to tbe admiration of every 
soldier^— this hardened murderer soon met bis fate : 
he was rfiot through the breast by ', of the re- 

giment, while repeating the order, to *' give no quarter." 
The battle now raged with increased fury, on tbe right ; 
but on tbe left, the enemy was repulsed and psA to 
flight; thence, and from tbe centre, I ordered retn- 
fiwceiK^nts— they were promptiy sent, by Bri^. Gen. 
Ripley and Gen. Porter. Capt. Fanning, of the corp9 
of artUlery, kept a spirited and destructive fire, with 
bis field pieces^ on the enemy attemptinig to appvoaeh 
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tbe fort. . Major Hindman^s gaUant efibrte, aided by 
Major Trimble, having failed to drive the enemy frpin 
tbe bastioiTy with the remaining artillerj and infantry, 
in the forts, Capt Birdcall, of the 4th rifle regiment, 
i^ith a detachment of riflemen, gallantly rushed in» 
through the gateway, to their assistance; and, with 
^me infantry, charged the enemy — but was repulsed, 
and the Captain severely wounded. A detachment 
from the 11th, 19th, and 22d infantry, under Capt. Fos- 
ter, of the lltb, were introduced over the interior bas- 
tion, for the purpose of charging the enemy ; Major 
Hall, assistant Inspector- General, very handsomely ten- 
dered his services to lead the charge ; the charge was 
gallantly made by Capt. Foster, and Major HaU ; but 
owing to the narrowness of the passage up to the bas- 
tion, admitting only 2 or 3 men abreast, it failed : — ^it 
was often repeated, and as often checked* The ene- 
my's force in the bastion was, however, much cut to 
pieces, and diminished, by our artillery and small arms. 
At this moment, every operation was arrested by the 
explosion of some cartridges, deposited in the jend of 
the stone building, adjoining the contested bastion — 
the explosion was tremendous — ^it was decisive— the 
bastion was restored. At this moment Capt. Biddle 
was ordered to cause a field piece to be posted, so as to 
enfilade the exterior plain and salient glacis. The 
Captain, though not recovered from a severe contusion 
in the shoulder, received from one of the enemy's shells, 
promptly took his position, and served his field piece 
with vivacity aiid effect. Capt. Fanning's battery, 
likewise, played upon them, at this time, with great 
effect — tte enemy were, in a few moments, entirely 
defeated, taken, or put to flight, leaving on the field 
221 killed, 174 wounded, and 186 prisoners — (581,) in- 
cluding 14 officers killed, and 7 wounded and prison* 
ers ; a large portion are so severely woimded that they 
cannot survive ; the slightly wounded, it is presumed, 
were carried off 

To Brig. Gen. Ripley, much credit is due, for the 
judicious disposition of the left wing, previous to the 
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Action; and for the steady disciplined courage mani- 
fested by/bim, and his immediate command ; and for 
the promptness with which he complied with my orders, 
for reinforcement, during the action. Brig. Gen. Por- 
ter, commanding the New-York and Pennsylvania vo- 
lunteers, manifested a degree of vigilance and judg- 
ment, in his preparatory arrangements, as well as mili- 
tary skill and courage, in acti(»n, which proves him to 
be worthy the confidence of his country, and the brave 
volunteers who fought under him. Of the volunteers. 
Captains Boughton and Harding, with their detach- 
ments posted on the right, and attached to the line, 
commanded by Capt. E. Poster, of the veteran 9lh in- 
fantry,- handsomely contributed to the repulse of the 
left column of the enemy, under Col. Scott. 

I'he judicious preparations, and steady conduct of 
LieUt. Col. AspinwalU commanding the first brigade, 
merit approbation. To Major M*Kea, chief engineer, 
the greatest credit is due, for the excellent arrange- 
ment, and skilful execution of his plans lor fortifymg 
and defending the right, and for his correct and season- 
able suggestions in regaining the bastion. Major 
Wood, of the engineers, also greatly contributed to the 
previous measures of defence ; he had accepted the 
command of a regiment of infantry, (the 21st,) for 
which he has often proved himself well qualified, but 
never so conspicuously as on this occasion. 

Towson's battery emitted a constant sheet of fire- 
Wood's small arms lighted up the space, and repulsed 
five terrible charges, made between the battery and the 
lake. Brig. Geni Ripley speaks in high terms of the 
oflficers and men engaged, particularly Captains Mars- 
ton and Ropes. Lieutenants Riddle, of the 15th, (do- 
ing duty with the 21st,) and Hall; Ensigns Benn, 
Jones, Cummings, and Thomas, of the 21bI, and Keal- 
ly and Green, of the 19th. 

Major Hindman, and the whole of the artillery un* 
der the command of that excellent officer, displayed 
a degree of gallantry and good conduct, not to be sur- 
passed. The particular situation of Capt. Towson, and 
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the much lamented Captain Williams and Lieutenant 
M^Donougb, and that of Lieut. Watmougb, as already 
described, with their respective commands, rendered 
them most conspicuous. The courage and good con- 
duct of Lieut. Zantzinger, and Lieut. Chiles, is spoken 
of in high terms, by Major Hindman and Captain T0W7 
son ; as also that of ser)eant-m.ajor Denhon. Captains 
Biddle and Fanning, on the centre and right of their 
entrenchments, threw their shot to the right, left, and 
front, and annoyed the Indians, and light troops of the 
enemy, approaching from the woods. Lieut. Fontaine, 
in his zeal to meet the enemy, was unfortunately 
wounded, and made prisoner. Lieut. Bird was active 
and useful ; and, in fact, every individual of the corps 
did their duty. 

The detachment of Scott's gallant brigade, consist- 
ing of parts of the 9th, 11th, and 22d infantry, did its 
duty in a manner worthy the high reputation the bri- 
gade had acquired at Chippewa, and at the falls of Nia- 
gara. The 9th, under the command of Capt. E. Fos- 
ter, was actively ensaj^ed against the left of the enemy ; 
and, with the aid of Lieut. Douglass^ corps of bombar- 
diers, commanding the water battery, and of that of 
the volunteers, under Captains Houghton and Harding, 
effected their repulse. I'h^ good conduct of Lieuts. 
Childs, Cushman, and Foote, and Ensign Blake, de- 
serves commendation. 

The officers killed, are Capt Williams and Lieut. 
M'Donough, of the artillery — wounded, 6 other subal- 
tern officers, severely. 

Lieut. Fontaine, of the artillery, who was taken pri- 
soner, writes from the British camp, that he fortunate- 
ly fell into the hands of the Indians, who, after taking 
bis money, treated him kindly — it would seem, then, 
that these savages had not joined in the resolution to 
give no quarters. 

I have the honor, &c. 

E. P. GAINES, Bng. Gen. Comg. 
Hcta. J. Armstrong, Stc. War. 
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Return of the killed^ wouiuled, and misssing, (Ame- 
ricans) in the above nclion,vis. — Killed, 17 — wounded, 
56 — missing, 1 1 — ^total 84. 

Report of the killed^ wounded^ and prisoners, taken at 
the battle ofEritj U. C Ang. 15, J814.— Killed, left on 
the field, 222 ; wounded, left on the field, 174 ; prison- 
ers taken, 186 — total, 532. 

Two hundred, supposed to be killed, on the left 
flank, near Snake Hill, (in the water,) and permitted 
to float down the Niagara ; the number on the right 
flank, near the woods, could not be ascertained. 

NATHu N. HALL, Asst. Insp. Gen. 
Brig. Gen. K. P. Gaines. 

Adjutant-General Baynes' official account of the 
above, makes their loss between 900 and 1000. 






THE ADAMS DESTROYED. * 

Copy of a letter from Capt. C. Morris^ to the Secretary of the 

Navy^ dated 

Portland, StpK 8th, 1814. 

SIR — It is with regret that I inform you we were 
compelled to destroy the Adams, at Hampden, on the 
morning of the 3d inst. to prevent her falling into the 
bands of the enemy. All the officers effected their 
escape ; and I believe the crew, with the exception of 
very few, who were unable to travel : their precise 
number cannot yet be ascertained, as we were obliged 
to pursue different routes, for the purpose of obtaining 
provisions, through the woods, between the Penobscot 
and Kennebek. 

I am now engaged in collecting, and forwarding the 
men, with the utmost dispatch, to Portsmouth ; from 
which place I hope soon to forward a detailed account 
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many were thrown overboard, from the Confiancc, during 
the engagement. 

The muster-books must have been thrown overboard^ 
or otherwise disposed of, as thej are not to be found. 

I am, sir, &c. 

GEO. BEALE, Jm. Purser. 
Thos. M^Donaugh^ Comg. 



FURTHER, OF M'DONOUGH'S VICTORY. 

Copy of a letter from Com, M^Donovgh^ to the Secretary of the ' 

Navy, dated 

U. 8. S. Saratoga, Plattsburgh Bay, Sept 1 3, 1 814. 

SIR— 1 have the honor to give you the particulars of 
the action, which took place on the 11th instant on this* 
lake. 

For several days the enemy were on their way to 
Plattsburgh, by land and water ; and it being well under'- 
stood, that an attack would be made, at the same time, 
by their land and naval forces, I determined to await, at 
anchor, the approach of the latter. 

At 8 o^clock, A. M. the look-out boat announced the 
approach of the enemy-^at 9, he anchored in a line, 
anead, at about 300 yards distance from my line — his 
ship opposed to the Saratoga, his brig to the Eagle, his 
gallies, (13 in number,) to the schooner, sloop, and a di- 
vision of our gallies ; one of his sloops assisting their ship 
and brig, the other assisting their gallies— our remaining 
gallies, with the Saratoga and Eagle. 

In this situation, the whole force, on both sides, became 
engaged ; the Saratoga suffering much, from the heavy 
fire of the Confiance. 1 could perceive, at the same time, 
however, that our fire was very destructive to her. The 
Ticonderoga, Lieut. Comdt. Cassin, gallantly sustained 
her full share of the action. 

At half past 10 o'clock, the Eagle, not being able to 
bring her guns to bear, cut her cable, and anchored in a 
more eligible position, between my ship and the Ticon- 
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deroga, where she very much annoyed the enemy, but 
unfortunately leaving me exposed to a galling fire from 
the enemy's brig. Our guns, on the starboard side, be- 
ing nearly all dismounted, or not manageable, a stera an- 
chor was let ^o, the bower cable cut, and the ship windr 
jed with a fresh broadside on the enemy's ship, which soon 
after surrendered. Our broadside was then sprung, to 
bear on the brig, which surrendered in about 15 minutes 
after. 

The sloop, that was opposed to the Ea^le, had struck 
some time before, and drifted down the hne ; the sloop, 
which was with their ^allies, having struck also. Three 
of their gallies are said to be sunk ; the others pulled off. 
Our ^allies were about obeying, with alacrity, the si^al 
to follow them, when all their vessels were reported, to 
me, as being in a sinking state ; it then became necessary 
to annul the signal, to the gallies, and order their men to 
the pumps. 

I could only look at the enemy's gallies going ofi^ in a 
shattered condition ; for there was not a mast, in either 
squadron, that could stand to make sail on ; the l6wer 
rigging being nearly all shot away, hung down as though 
it nad been just placed over the mast-heads. 

The Saratoga had 55 round shot in her hull ; the Con- 
fiance 105. The enemy's shot passed, principally, just 
over our heads, as there were not 20 whole hammocks in 
the nettings, at the close of the action, which lasted, with- 
out intermission, two hours and twenty minutes. 

The absence, and sickness of Lieut. Raymond Perry, 
left me without the services of that excellent officer; much 
ought fairly to be attributed to him, for his great care, 
and attention, in disciplining the ship's crew, as her first 
Lieutenant ; his place was filled by a gallant young offi- 
cer, Lieut. Peter Gamble, who, I regret to inform you, 
was killed early in the action. Acting Lieut. Vallelte 
worked the ] st and 2d divisions of guns, with able effect. 
' Sailing-master Brum's attention to the springs, and in the 
execution* of the order to wind the ship, and occasionally 
at the guns, meets with my entire approbation ; also Capt. 
Youngs, commanding the acting marines, who took nis 
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men to l&e guas. Mr. Beate, Pdrfier, wad of ^at s^r* 
ince at the guns, and in carrying my orders throughout 
the ship9 with Midshipman Montgomery. Master's m^lte, 
Joshua Justin, had command of the third division ; his 
conduct, during the action, was that of a brave and cor^^ 
rect officer. Midshipmen Monteath, Graham, Wilfem^ 
son, Piatt, Theving, and acting Midshipman Baldwin, all 
behaved well, and gave evidence of their making valuable 
officers. 

The Saratoga was twice set on fire, by hot shot from 
the enemy's ship. 

I close, sir, tnis communication with feelings of grati* 
tude, for the able support I received from every officer 
and man attached to tne squadron, which I have tiie hon- 
or to command. 

I have the honor, &c. 

T. MCDONOUGH. 
Hon. W. Jones, 8ec. Navy. 

Return of killed and wounded^ on hoard the U. StiUts 
squadron, in the above action. — Killed, 52; wounded, 58 — 
total, 1 1 0. Our force amounted to 86 guns — that of the 
enemy to 95 guns. 

SORTIE NEAR FORT ERIE. 

Copy qfa letter from Major-Qeiieral Brown^ to the Secretary of 

WoTf dated 

H. Q. Fort Erie, Sept. 18, 1814. 

SIR— I have the satisfaction to announce to you a bril- 
liant achievement, yesterday effected by the forces under 
my command. A sortie was made upon the enemy^s bat- 
teries-^these were carried ; we blew up his principal 
work, destroyed his battering pieces, and captured 400 

grisoners. The enemy resisted our assault with firmness, 
ut suffered greatly-Hbis total loss cannot be less than 
socmen. 
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In such a businesis, we could not but expect to lose 
man^ir valuable lives ^; they were offered up a voluntary 
sacrifice to the safety and honor of this army and nation. 
I will forward to you the particulars of this splendid af- 
fair, with a return of the killed and wounded, in the 
course of a few days. 

Very respectfully, &c. 

. JACOB BROWN, 

Hon. Sec. of War, 

GEN. MACOMB'S DETAILED REPORT. 

Copy of a letter from Brig. Gen, Maeornb, to the Secretary of War, dated 

H. Q. Plattsburgh, S^t. 15, 1814. 

SIR— I have the honor to communicate, for the informa- 
tion of the war department, the particulars of the advance 
of the enemy into the territory of the U. States, the cir- 
cumstances attending the siege of Plattsburgh, and the 
defence of the posts entrusted to my charge. 

The Governor-General of the Canadas, Sir George 
Prevost, having collected all the disposable force of Low- 
er Canada, with a view of conquenng the country as far 
as Crown-point and Ticonderoga, entered the territory of 
the U. States, on the first of the month, and occupied the 
Village of Champlain — there avowed his intentions, and 
issued orders and proclamations, tending to dissuade the 
people from their allegiance, and inviting them to furnish 
his army with provisions. He immediately began to im- 
press the waggons, and teams, in the vicinity, and loaded 
^hem with his heavy baggage and stores ;* from this, I was 
3ersuaded he intended lo attack this place. I had but 
just retimied from the lines, where I h»d commanded a 
'ine brigade, which was broken up to form the division of 
Maj. Gen. Izard, ordered to the westward. Being senior 
officer, he left me in command ; and, except the four com- 
pnies of the 6th regiment, I had not an organized batta- 
lion among those remaining ; the garrison was composed 
of convalescents, and the recruits of the new regiments — 
all in the greatest confusion, as well as the ordnance and 
stores, and the works in no state of defence. To create 

H h 
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an emulation and zeal, among the officers and men, in 
completing the works, I divided them into detachmeots, 
and placed them near the several forts—declaring, in or^ 
ders, that each detachment was the garrison of its own 
work, and bound to defend it to the last extremity. 

The enemy advanced cautiously, and by short marches, 
and our soldiers woiked day and night; so that, by the 
time he made his appearance before the place, we were 
prepared to receive him. 

Gen. Izard named the principal work Fort M oreau ; 
and, to remind the troops of the actions of their brave 
countrymen, I called the redoubt, on the right, fort Brown ; 
and that on the left, fort Scott ; besides these three works, 
we have two block*houses, strongly fortified. 

Finding, on examining the returns of ^he garrison, that 
our force did not exceed fifteen hundred men for duty, 
and well informed that the enemy had as many thousand, 
I called on Gen. Mooers, of the New- York militia, and 
arranged, with him, plans for bringing forth the militia, eu 
masse. The inhabitants of the village fled, with their fa- 
milies and effects, except a few worthy citizens, and some 
boys, who formed themselves into a party, received rifles, 
and were exceedingly useful. 

By the 4th of the month. Gen. Mooers collected about 
700 militia, and advanced 7 miles on the Beekman Town 
road, to watch the motiops of the enemy, and to skirmish 
with him as he advanced—also, to obstruct the roads with 
fallen trees, and to break up the bridges. On the lake 
road, at Dead-creek bridge, 1 posted 200 men, under 
Capt. Sproul, of the 1 3th re^ment, with orders to abatti» 
ihe woods, to place obstructions in the road, and to fortiiy 
himself; to this party I added two field pieces. In ad- 
vance of that position, was Lieut. Col. Appling, with 110 
riflemen, watching the movements of the enemy, and pro- 
curing intelligence. It was ascertained that, before day- 
light on the 6tb>the enemy would advance in two columns, 
on the two roads before mentioned, dividing at Sampson^ 
. a little below Cbazy village. The column, on the Beek- 
iaian Town road, proceeded most rapidly; the militia 
skinDifllied with their advaqoed parties, and, except a few 
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brave men, fell back most precipitately in the greatest dU« 
order, notwithstanding the British troops did not dei^n to 
fire on them, except by their flankers and advaiiced pa-^ 
troles. The night previous, I ordered Major Wool to ad- 
vance, with a detachment of 250 men, to support the mi- 
litia, and set them an example t)f firanness ; also Captain 
Leonard, of the light artillery, was directed to proceed 
with two pieces, to be on the ground befere day— yet he 
did not make bis appearance until 8 o^clock, when the 
enemy had approached withm two miles of the village ; 
with nis conduct, therefore, I am not well pleased. Major 
Wool, with his party, disputed the road with great obsti- 
nacy, but the militia could not be prevailed on to stand, 
notwithstanding the exertions of the General, and staff 
officers, although the fields were divid*?d by strong stone 
*walls, and they were told that the enemy could not. possi- 
bly cut them off. The state dragoons, of New- York, 
-wear red coats ; and, they being on the heights to watch 
the enemy, gave constant alarm to the militia, who mistook 
them fotthe enemy, and fearing his getting in their rear, 
binding the enemy's columns had penetrated within a 
mile otPlattsburgh, I dispatched my aid-de-camp, Lieut. 
Root, to bring off the detachment at Dead-creek, and to 
inform Lieut. Col. Appling that I wished him to fall on the 
enemy's right flank ; the Colonel fortunately arrived just 
in time to save his retreat, and to fall in with the head of 
a column debouching from the woods ; here he poured in 
a destructive fire from his riflemen at rest, and continued 
to annoy the column until he formed a junction with Major 
^ Wool. The field pieces did considerable ex^lMJtion among 
the enemy's columns. So undaunted, however, was the 
enemy, that he never deployed in his whole march, al- 
ways pressing on in column. Finding that every road 
was full of troops, crowding on us on alt sides, I ordered 
the field pieces to retire across the bridge, and form a bat- 
tery for its protection, and to cover the retreat of the in- 
fantry, whicn was accordingly done, and the parties of 
Appling and Wool, as well as that of 'Sproul, retired al- 
ternately, keeping up a brisk fire, until they got under co- 
yer of the works. The enemy's light troops occupied 



244 

the houses near the bridge, and, kept up a constant firing 
from the windows and balconies, and annoyed us xnuch — 
I ordered them to be driren out with hot snot, which soon 
put the houses in flames, and obliged these sharp-shoot* 
ers to retire. The whole day, uptil it was too late to see, 
the enemy's light troops endeayored to driye our guards 
from the bridge ;. but they suffered dearly for their per^- 
seyerance^ An attempt was also made to cross the upper 
bridge, where the militia handsomely droye them back. 

The column which marched by the lake road, was 
much impeded by obstructions, and the remoyal of the 
bridge at Dead-creek ; and, as it passed the creek and 
beach, the gallies kept up a liyely and galling fire. 

Our troops being now all on the south side of the Sara- 
nac, I directed the pladks to be taken off the bridges, and 
piled up in the form of breast- works, to coyer our parties 
intended for disputing the passage, which afterwaras ena- 
* bled us to hold the bridges against yery superior numbers. 
From the 7th to the llth, the enemy was employed in 
getting his battering train, and erecting his batteries and 
approaches, and constantly skirmishing at the bridges 
and fords. By this time, the militia of New- York, and 
yolunteers from Vermont, were pouring in from all quar- 
ters. I adyised Gen Mooers to keep nis force along the 
Saranac, to preyent the enemy crossing the riyer, and to 
send a strong body in his rear, to harrass him day and 
night, and keep him in continual alarm. The militia be- 
hayed with great spirit after the first day, and the yolun- 
teers from Vermont were exceedingly seryiceable. Our 
regular troops, notwithstanding the constant skirmislung, 
and repeated endeayors of the enemy to cross the riyer, 
kept at their work, day and night, strengthening their 
defences, and eyinced a determination to hold out to the 
last extremity. 

It was reported that the enemy only awaited the ani- 
yal of his flotilla, to make a general attack. About 8, on 
the morning of the 1 1 th, as was expected, the flotilla 
appeared in sight, round Cumberland Head, and at 9, bore 
down and engaged our flotilla, at anchor, in the bay^ off 
this town. At the same instant, the batteries were opened 
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on us, and contmu^d throwing bof&b-shetts, shiapQelki 
balls, and Congreve rockets, until sun-set, when tl^e bom<* 
bardment ceased ; every batterj of the enemy being si- 
lenced by the superiority of our fire. The naval engage- 
ment lasted 2 hours, in full view of both armies; three 
efforts were made, by the enemy, to pass the river at the 
commencement of the cannonade and l^ombardment, with 
a view of assaulting the works, and had prepared for that 
purpose an immense number of scaling ladders ; one at- 
tempt was made to cross at the village bridge ; another 
at the upper bridge ; and a third, at a ford, about three 
miles from the works ;-— et the two first he was repulsed 
by the regulars ; at the ford, by the brave volunteers and 
nulitia — where he suffered severely in killed, wounded, 
and prisoners, a considerable bodly having parsed the 
stream, but were either killed, taken, or driven back.-^ 
The woods, at this place, were very favorable to the ope- 
rations of our militia ; a whole company of the 76th regi- 
ment was here destroyed — the three ^Lieutenants, and 27 
xnep, prisoners; the Captain, and the rest, killed. 

I cannot forego the pleasure of here stating the gallant 
conduct of Captain M^Glassin, of the 15th regiment, who. 
was ordered to ford the river, and attack a party con** 
atructing a battery on the right of the enemy's line, with* 
in 500 yards of fort Brown — which he handsomely exe- 
cuted, at midnight, with 50 men ; drove off the working 
party, consisting of 1 50, and defeated a covering party of 
the same number — ^killing one officer, and 6 men, in the 
charge, and wounding many. At dusk, the enemy with- 
drew his artillery from the batteries, and raised the sjege; 
and, at 9, under cover of the night, sent off all the heavy 
baggage he could find transport for, and also his artillery 
*--at 2, the next morning, the whole army precipitately 
retreated, leaving the sick and wounded to our generosi- 
ty, and the Governor left a note with a sorseon, request- 
ing the humane attention of the commanding General. 
Vast quantities of provision wer^ ]eft behind, and d^^tray* 
ed; also, an immense (j^uantitjr of boml>ahellsi Q^nnon 
balls, ^i^P® shot, anununition^ flints, &c. &:c» ; iptrenching 
tools (? all sorts, also tents, and marquees. A great quan- 
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titj has been fouAd in the ponds and creekis, and buried iq 
the ground— and a vast quantity carried off bj the inhabi- 
tants. Such was the precipitance of his retreat, that he 
arrived at Chazj, a distance of 8 miles, before we had dis- 
covered he had ffone. The hght troops, volunteers, and 
militia, pursued unmediately, on learning his flight ; and 
some 01 the mounted men made prisoners 5 dragoons, of 
the 19th, and several others of the rear guard. A conti- 
nued faU 6f rain, and a violent storm, prevented further 
pursuit Upwards of 300 deserters have come in, and 
many are hourly arriving. 

Tlie conduct of the officers, non-commissioned officers, 
and soldiers, of my command, during this trying occasion, 
cannot be represented in too high terms ; and Ffeel it my 
duty to recommend, to the particular notice of govern- 
ment, Lieut Col. Appling, of the 1st rifle corps; Major 
Wool, of the 29th ; Major Totten, of the corps of engi- 
neers ; Captain Brooks, of the artillery ; Captain M^las- 
sin, of the 1 5th; I^ieutenants De Russy ana Trescott, of 
the corps of engineers ; Lieutenants hmyth, Mountford, 
and Cromwell, of the artillery ; also, my aid, Lieut Root, 
who have all distinguished themselves, by their uncom- 
mon zeal and activity, and have been greatly instrumen- 
tal in producing the happy and glonous result of the 
siege. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ALEX. MACOMB. 

The ld3S of the enemy, in killed, wounded, prisoners^ 
and deserters, since his nrst appearance, cannot fall short 
of 2,500, including many officers, among whom is Colonel 
Wellington, of the Buffs, 

Return of killed and wounded, an Ihe American side, 
during the skirmishing and bombardment above described: 
Killed, 37 — wounded, 66-^missing, 20 — total, 123. 

The principal officers of the British army, under Sir 
G. Prevost, are named by Gen. Macomb in the above ac- 
count ; and the particular description of forces, how many 
of each kind, and the aggregate— -which amounts to 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND. 
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BATTLE NEAR BALTIMORE. 

Oojnf rf a letter from Maj, Qeneral Snnthy t9 the Secretary of 

War J dated 

H. Q. Baltimore, Sept. 19, I8I4. 

SIR-— In compliance with the promi^^ contained in mj 
letter ol* the Idth inst, I have now the honor of stating^ 
that the enemy landed between 7 and 8000 men on Mon- 
daj)r the 12th mst at North Point, 14 miles distant from 
this town. Anticipatingr this debarkation) Gen. Strieker 
had been detached, on Sunday evening, with a portion of 
his bri^de, on the North Pomt road. Major Randal, of 
the Baltimore county militia, having under his coomiand a 
light corps of riflemen, and musquetry, taken from Gen. 
Stansbury^s brigade, and the Pennsylvania volunteers, was 
detached to the mouth of Bear Creek, with orders to co- 
. operate with Gen. Strieker; and to check any landing 
which the enemy might attempt in that quarter. On 
Monday, Brig. Gen. Strieker took a good position, at the 

i' unction of the two roads, leading from this place to North 
^oint, having his right flanked by Bear Creek, and his 
left by a marsh ; he here awaited the approach of the 
enemy, having sent on an advanced corps, under the com- 
mancTof Major Heath, of the 5th regiment. This advance 
was met by that of the enemy, and after some skirmishing, 
it returned to the line, the main body of the enemy being 
but a short distance in rear of their advance. Between 
2 and 3 o^clock, the enemy^s whole force came up, and 
commenced the battle by some discharges of rockets, 
which were succeeded by the cannon, from both sides, 
and soon after, the action became general through the 
line. Gen. Strieker gallantly maintained his ground 
against a great superionty of numbers, during the space 
oi an hour and 20 minutes j when, the regiment on hfs 
left (the 51st) giving way, he was under the necessity of 
retiring to the ground in nis rear, where he had stationed 
one regiment as a reserve. He here formed his brigade ;, 
but the enemy not thinking it advisable to pursue, he, in 
compliatice with preyious arrangements, fell back^ and 
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took post on the left of mjr entrenchments, and a . halT 
mile m advance of them. • ' *^ . > 

In this affiiir, the citizen soldiers of Baltim6re, with the 
exception of the 51st regiment, have maintained the repu- 
tation they *so deservedly acquired at Bladensburgh ; and 
their brave, and skilful leader has confirmed the confidence, 
which we had all so Justly placed in him. I take the liberty 
of referring you to his letter, for the more particular men- 
tion of the individuals, who, new to warfare, have shown 
the coolness and valor of veterans ; and who, by their con- 
duct on this occasion, have given their country, and their 
city, an assurance of what may be expected from them, 
when their services are again required. I cannot dismiss 
the subject without expressing the heartfelt . satisfaction I 
experience, in thus bearing testimony to the courage and 
good conduct of my fellow-townsmen. About the time 
Gen. Strieker had taken the ground just mentioned, he 
was joined by Brig. Gen. Winder, who had been stationed 
on the west side of the city ; but was now ordered to 
marcji with Gen. Douglass' brigade of Virginia militia, and 
the U. States dragoons, under the command of Captain 
Bird, and take post on the left of Gen. Strieker. During 
these movements, the brigades of Generals Stansbury and 
Foreman, the seamen and marines, under Com. Rodgers, 
the Pennsvlvania volunteers, under Colonels jDobean and 
Findley, the Baltimore artillery, under Col. Harris, and 
the marine artillery, under Capt. Stiles, manned the trench- 
es and the batteries, all prepared to receive the enemy — 
we remained in this situation during the night. 

On Tuesday, the enemy appeared before my entrench- 
ments, at the distance of two miles, on the Philadelphia 
road, from whence he had a full view of our position. 

He inanoeuvred, during the morning, towards our left, 
as if veith intention of making a circuitous march, and 
coming down on the Harford or York roads. Generals 
Winder and Strieker were directed to adapt their move- 
ments to those of the enemy, so as to baffle this supposed 
intention ; they executed this order with ^eat skill and 
judginent, by taking an advantageous position^ stretching 
from my left across the country, where the enextkj was 
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likely to approach the quarter he seemed to threaten ;-<— 
this movemeDt induced the enemy to concentrate his for- 
ces (beti^een 1 and 2 o^cliicliQ jn my front, pushing his 
adrance to within a mile of us^ driving in our yidettes^and 
shewing an intention of attacking us that evening. T im- 
mediately drew Generals Wilder and Strieker nearer to 
the left of my intrenchments, and to the right of the ene- 
my^ with an intention of their falling on his right, or rear, 
should he attack me ; or, if he declined it, of attacking 
Um in the morning;. 

To this movement, and to the strength of my defences, 
(^which tile enemy had the fairest opportunity of observ- 
ing) I am. induced to attribute his retreat, which was com- 
menced at half past 1 o'clock, on Wednesday morning-^ 
in this he was so favored, by the extreme darkness and 
continued rain, that we did not discover it. until day-light. 
I consented to Gen. Winder's pursuing, with the Virgmia 
brigade and the U. States dragoons ; at the same time 
Major Randal was dispatched, with his light corps, in 

{)ursuit, on the enemy's right, whilst the whole of the ini- 
itia cavalry was put in motion for the same object. All 
the troops were, however, worn out with continued watch- 
ing, and with being under arms three days and nights, 
exposed, a greater part of the time, to very inclement 
weather, that it was found impracticable to dfo any thing 
more than pick up a few stragglers. The enemy com- 
menced his embarkation that evening, and completed it 
the next day at 1 o'clock; it would have been impossible, 
even had our troops been in a condition to act offensively, 
to have cut oflf any part of the enemy's rear guard during 
the embarkation, as the point where it was effected was 
dejfended from our approach by a line of defences, extend- 
ing from Back-river to Humphy's Creek, on the Patapsco, 
thrown up by ourselves, previous to their arrival. I have 
now the pleasure of calling your attention to the brave 
commander of Fort M*Henry, Major Armistead, and to 
the operations confined to that quarter. The enemy made 
lus approach by water, at the same time he did by land, 
and commenced a discharge of bombs and rockets at the 
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fort, as soon as he came within range of it The situation 
of Major Armistead was peculiarly trying, the enemy 
baying taken bia position at such a €&taoce as to ren- 
der offensive operations^ on the part of the fort, entire- 
ly fruitless, whilst their bombs and rockets were eVeiy 
moment falling in and about it ; the officers and men 
being at the same time entirely exposed. The vessels, 
however, had the temerity to approach somewhat near- 
er — ^tliey were soon compelled to withdraw. 

During the night, whilst the enemy on land was re^ 
treating, and whilst the bombardment was the most se- 
vere, two or three rocket-vessels, and barges, succeed- 
ed in getting up the ferry branch ; but they were soon 
compelled to retire, by the forts in that quarter, com- 
manded by Lieut. Mewcomb, of the navy, and Lieut 
Webster, of the flotilla — ^these boats also destroyed 
one of the barges, with all on board ; the barges and 
battery, at the Lasmretto, under the command of Lieut 
Rutter, of the flotilla, kept up a brisk, and it is believ- 
ed a successful fire, during the hottest period of the 
bombardment. Major Armistead being seriously iU, 
in consequence of his continued exposure to the wea- 
ther, has rendered it impossible for him to send in his 
report. It is not, therefore, in my power, to do justice 
to those pliant individuals who* partook with turn the 
danger m a tremendous I>ombardment, without the 
ability of retorting, and without the security, which, in 
more regular fortifications, is provided for such occa- 
sions. The loss, in the fort, is 4 killed, and 24 wound- 
ed ; (the wounded will all recover.) The killed and 
wounded of Gen. Strieker's brigade, is believed to he 
about 1 50 — among the former is James Lowry Donald- 
son, Adjutant of the 27th. 

I cannot conclude this report without informing you 
of the great aid I have derived from Com. Kod^ers— he 
was ever present, and ever ready to afibrd his usefiil 
counsel, and to render his important services ; his pre- 
sence, with that of his gallant officers and seamen, gave 
confidence to every one. 
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The enemy's loss, in his attempt on Baltimore, 
amounts, as near as fee can ascertain, to between 6 
and 700 killed, wounded, and missing. General Ross 
was certainly killed. 

I have the honor, &c. 

SAMUEL SMITH; Mnj. Gen. Comg. 
Hon. Sec. War. ' 



DEFENCE OP FORT MCHENRY. 

Copjf ^a Uttir/rim Ldeui. CoL ArmUiead^ to the Secretary of 

Wary daied 

Fort M'Henry, Sept. 2Mh, 1814. 
A severe indisposition, the effect of great fatigue and 
exposure, has prevented me, heretofore, from present- 
ing you with an account of the attack on this post On 
the ni^bt of Saturday the 1 0th insl. the British fleet, 
consisting of ships of the line, heavy frigates, and bomb 
vessels, amounting, in the whole, to 30 sail, appeared 
at the mouth of the river Patapsco, with every indica* 
iion of an attempt on the city of Baltimore. My own 
force consisted of one company of United States artil- 
lery, under Capt Evans, and two companies of sea-fen- 
cibles, under Captains Bunbury and Addison. Of these 
three companies, 35 men were unfortunately on the 
sick list, and unfit for duty. I had been furnished with 
two companies of volunteer artillery, from the city of 
Baltimore, under Capt. B^rry and Lieut. Commandant 
Pennington. To these I must add another very fine 
company of volunteer artillerists, under judge Nichol- 
son, who had proffi&red their services to aid in the de- 
fence of this post, whenever an attack might be appre- 
hended; and also a detachment from Com. Barney's 
flotilla, under Lieut. Rodman. Brig. Gen. Winder had 
also furnished me with about six hundred infantry, un- 
der the command of Lieut. Col. Steuart and Major 
Lane, consisting of detachments from tibe 12th, 14th, 
96lb, and 38th regiments of United States troops^-^he 
total amowitiiigto abot^ 1000 effective men. 
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On Monday morning very early, it was perceived 
that the enemy was landing troops on the east sid% of 
the Patapsco, distant about ten miles. During that day, 
and the ensuing night, he had brought sixteen ships, (in^ 
eluding five bomb ships,) within about two miles and 
an half of this fort. I had arranged my force as fol- 
lows : — the regular artillerists, under Capt. Evans, and 
the volunteers, under Capt. Nicholson, mbnned the bas- 
tions in the star fort. Captains Bunbury's, Addison's, 
Rodman^S) Berry's, and Lieut. Commandant Penning- 
ton's commands, were stationed on the lower works ; 
and the infantry, under Lieut. Col. Steuart and Major 
Lane, were in the outer ditch, to meet the enemy at bis 
landing, should he attempt one. 

On Tuesday morning, about sun^rise, the enemy com- 
menced the attack, from his five bomb vessels, at the 
distance of about two miles ; when, finding that his 
shells reached us, he anchored, and kept up an inces- 
sant and well-directed bombardment. We immediate- 
ly opened our batteries, and kept a brisk fire from our 
guns and mortars ; but unfortunately our shot and shells 
all fell considerably short of him. This was, to me, a 
most distressing circumstance ; as it left us exposed to 
a constant and tremendous shower of shells, without the 
most remote possibility of our doing him the slightest 
injury. It affords me the highest gratification to state, 
that, although we were left thus exposed, and thus in- 
active, not a man shrunk from the conflict. 

About 2 o'clock, P. M. one of the 24 pounders, on 
the south west bastion, under the immediate command 
of Capt. Nicholson, was dismounted by a shell ; .the ex- 
plosion from which killed his 2d Lieutenant, and wound- 
ed several of his men ; the bustle necessarily produced, 
in removing the wounded and re-mounting the gun, 
probably induced the enemy to suspect that we were 
m a state of confusion, as be brought in three of his 
bomb ships to what I believed to be good striking dis- 
tance. I immediately ordered a fire to be opened, 
which was obeyed with alacrity through the whole gar- 
risoD^ and in half an hour those intruders again shelter- 
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ed themselves, by withdrawing bey ODd our reach* We 
ganre three cheers, and again ceased firing. The ene- 
iny continued throwing shells, with one or two slight 
intemoissions, tiJl 1 o'clock in the morning of Wednes- 
day, when it was discovered that he had availed him- 
self of the darkness of the night, and had thrown a con- 
siderable force above to our right ; they had approach- 
ed very near to fort Covington, when they began to 
throw rockets — intended, I presume, to give them an 
opportunity of examining the shores : as I have since 
understood, they bad detached 1250 picked men, with 
scaling ladders, for the purpose of storming this fort. 
We once more had an opportunity of opening our bat- 
teries, and kept up a continued blaze for nearly two 
hours, which had the effect again to drive them off. 

In justice to Lieut. Newcomb, of the U. States navy, 
who commanded at fort Covington, with a detachment 
of sailors, and Lieut. Webster, of the flotilla, who com- 
manded the six gun battery, near that fort, 1 ought to 
state, that, during this time, they kept up an anii;nated, 
and I believe a very destructive fire, to which, 1 am 
persuaded, we are much indebted in repulsing the ene- 
my. One of his sunken barges has since been found, 
with two dead men in it— others have been seen float- 
ing in the river. The only means we had of directing 
our guns, was by the blaze of their rockets, and the 
flashes of their guns. Had they ventured to the same 
situation in th^ day-time, not a man would have es- 
caped. 

The bombardment continued, on the part of the ene- 
my, until 7 o'clock on Wednesday, morning, when it 
ceased ; and about nine, their ships got under weigh, 
and stood down the river. During the bombardment, 
which lasted 25 hours, (with two slight intermissioas,) 
from the best calculation I can make, from fifteen to 
eighteen hundred shells were thrown by the enemy. 
A few of these fell short. A large proportion burst 
oyer us, throwing their fragments among us, and threat* 
ening destruction. Many passed over, and about four 
hundred fell within the works. Two of the public 
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bufldiogB are mtteiinlly injured-i-tbe otbera but slight* 
I J. I am bappj.to inform you (wonderful as it may 
appear) that our loss amounts only to four men killed^ 
Mid twenty-four wounded. The latter will all recover. 
Among the killed, I have to lament the loss of Lieut. 
Ciagget, and sergeant Clemm, both of ('apt Nichol- 
son's volunteers ; two men, whose fate is to be de||^lor- 
ed, not only for their personal bravery, but for their 
high standing, amiable demeanor, and spotless integri* 
ty, in private life. Lieut. Russel, of the company un- 
der Lieut. Pennington, received, early in the attack, a 
severe contusion in the heel ; notwithstanding which, 
he remained at his post during the whole bombardment 
Were I to name. any individuals who signalized them- 
selves, it would be doing injustice to others. Suffice 
it to say, that every officer and soldier, under my com* 
mandy did their duty to my entire satisfaction. 
1 have the honor, kc. 

G. ARMLSTEAD, Lu Col U. 8. ArtiL 
Hon. J. Munroe, 8u. War. 



SORTIE AT ERIE. 

C0fy ff a iMerfrmn Migm^e$ural Browne U tki SeerOarjfef 

War^ dated 

H. Q. Camp Fart Erie, Sept 29th, 1814. 

SIR — ^In my letter of the 18th inst I briefly inform- 
ed you of the fortunate issue of the sortie which took 
place the day preceding. But it is due to the gallant 
officers and men, to whose bravery we are indebted for 
oitr success on this occasion, that I should give you a 
more circumstantial and detailed account oi this affair. 

The enemy's camp I had ascertained to be situated 
in a field, surrounded by woods, nearly two miles dis- 
tant from their batteries and entrenchments, the object 
of which was to keep the parts of the force» which was 
not upon duty, out of tte rai^e of our fire from fort 
Eria and Black Rock. Their infantry was formed in- 



25& 

to three brigaded) estimated at 12 m* 15 hundred mea 
each. One of these brigades, with a detail from their 
artillery, was 8tatione4 at their works^ (these being 
about 500 yards distant from old fort Erie, and the 
right of our line.) We had already su&red much 
frooi the fire of two of their batteries, and were aware 
that a third was about to open upon us* Under these 
cnrcumstances, I resolved to storm the batteries, destroy 
the cannon, and roughly handle the brigade upon duty, 
before those in reserve could be brought into action. 

On the morning of the 17th, the infantry Md iifle* 
men, regulars and militia, were ordered to be paraded 
and put in readiness to march, precisely at 12 o'clock. 
Gen. Porter, with the volunteers. Colonel Gibson, with 
the riflemen, and Major Brooks, with the 23d and I si 
infantry, and a few dragoons, acting as infantry, were 
ordered to move, from the extreme left of our position, 
upon the enemy's right, by a passage opened through 
the woods for the occasion. Gen. Miller was directed 
to station his command in the ravine, which lies between 
fort Erie and the enemy^s batteries, by passing them 
by detachments through the skirts of the wood ; and 
the 21 st infantry, under Gen. Ripley, was posted as a 
corp of reserve, between the new bastions of fort Erie 
— all under cover, and out of the view of the enemy. 

About 20 minutes before 3, P. M. I found the left 
columns, under the command of Gen. Porter, which 
were destined to turn the enemy's right, within a few 
rods of the British entrenchments. They were ordei^d 
to advance, and commence the action. Passing down 
the ravine, I judged, from the report of musquetry, 
that the action had commenced on our left; I now has- 
tened to Gen. Miller, and directed him to seize the mo- 
oient, and pierce the enem> 's entrenchment, between 
batteries No. 2 and 3. My orders were promptly and 
ably executed. Within 30 minutes after the first gun 
was fired, batteries No. 3 and 2, the enemy's line of 
entrenchments, and his two block-bousesy were in our 

Eossession. ^ Soon after, battery No. 1 was abandoned 
y the British. The guns, in eacb^ were spiked by us. 
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or otherwise destroyed, and the i&agazihe of No. 3 wsts 
blown up. 

A few minutes before the ei^plosion, I had ordered 
up the resenre, under Gen. Ripley ; as he passed me^ 
at the head of his column, I desired him, as he would 
be the senior in advance, to ascertain, as neat as possi- 
ble, the situation of the troops in general, and to hare 
a care, that not more was hazarded than the occasion re* 
quired ; that the object of the sortie effected, the troops 
would retire, in good order, &c. — ^Gen. Ripley passed 
rapidly on. Soon after, I became alarmed for General 
Miller, and sent an order for the 21st to hasten to his 
support, towards battery JNo. 1 : Col. Upbam received 
the order, and advanced to the aid of Gen. Miller. — 
Gen. Ripley had inclined to the left, where Maj. Brooka' 
command was engaged, with a view of making some ne- 
cessary enquiries of that officer ; and, in the act of 
doing so, was unfortunately wounded. By this time, 
the object of the sortie was accomplished beyond my 
most sanguine expectations. Gen. Miller had conse- 
quently ordered the troops, on the right, to fall back ; 
observing this movement, I sent my staff ajong the line 
to call in the other corps. Within a few minutes,, they 
retit'ed from the ravine, and from thence to camp» 

Thus, one thousand regulars, and an equal portion of 
militia, in one hour of close action, blasted the hoped 
of the enemy, destroyed the fruits of fifty days labor, 
and diminished his effective force 1000 men, at least. — 
I am at a loss to express my satisfaction at the gallant 
conduct of the officers and men of this division, whose 
valor has shone superior to every trial. Gen. Porter, 
in his official report, herein enclosed, has very proper- 
ly noticed those patriotic citizens, who have done so 
much honor to themselves, by freely^ and voluntarily 
tendering their services, at a dangerous and critical 
period. 

As the scene of action was . in the wood, in advance 
of the position I had chosen for directing the move- 
ments of the whole, the several reports of the command- 
ants of corps must guide me, in noticing individuals. 
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General Miller mentions Lieut. Col. Aspinwal], 
Lieut. CoL Beedle^; Major Trimble, Capt. Hull, Capt 
Ingersol, Lieut. Crawford, Lieut. Lee, and parti- 
cularly Ensign O' Fling, as entitled to distinction. 

Lietjt. Col. M'Donald, upon whom the command of 
the rifle corps devolved, upon the fall of the brave and 
generous Gibson, names adjutants Shortridge of the 1st, 
and Ballard of the 4th regiment, as deserving the high- 
est applause, for their promptness aftd gallantry in cpra- 
municating orders. Of the other officers of the corps, 
be reports generally, that the bravery and good con- 
duct of all was so conspicuous, as to render it impossi- 
ble to discriminate. 

Major Broolis, to whom much credit is due for the 
distinguished manner in which he executed the orders 
he received, speaks in high terms of Lieuts. Goodell, 
Ingersol, Livingston, and Ensigns Brant and O'Fling, 
of the 23d — ^particularly of the latter. Also of Capt. 
Simms, Lieutenants Bissel, Shore, and Brinot of the Ifet 
infantry, and Lieut. Watts of the. dragoons. 

' Lieut. Col. Upham, who took command of the re- 
serve, after Gen. Ripley was disabled, bestows great 
praise upon Major Chambers, of the 4th regiment of 
riflemen, attached to the 21st infantry, as also upon 
Capt. Bradford, and Lieut. Holding, of that regiment. 

My staff, Col. Snelling, Col. Gardner, Major Jones, 
and my aid-de-camp. Major Austin, and Lieut. Arm- 
strong, were, as usual, zealous,' intelligent, and active 
— they performed every duty required of them to my 
entire satisfaction. 

Major Hall, assistant Inspector Gen. led a batallion 
of militia, and conducted with skill and gallantry. — 
Lieut. Kirby, aid-de-camp to Gen. Ripley, was ex- 
tremely active and useful, during the time he was in 
the action. 

Lieutenants Frazer and Riddle were in Gen. Porter's 
staff; their bravery was conspicuous, and no oflBcers of 
their grade were more useful. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by Major Hind- 
man,which has been so eminently distinguished through- 

K k 
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out ttiis eainpaigrii had no opportunity of taking a |>art 
in the sortie. The 25th infantt-y, under Col. Jessup, 
was stationed in fort Erie, to hold the key of our po- 
sition. 

Gol. Brady, on whose firmness and good conduct 
every reliance could be placed, was on command at 
Buffaloe, with the remains of the 22d infantry. Lieut. 
Cot M*Rea, and Lieut. Col. Wood, of the corps of en- 
gineers, have rendered to this army service^ the most 
impoiiant ; I must seize the opportunity of again men- 
tioning them, particularly : on every trying occasion, I 
have reaped much benefit from their sound and excel- 
lent advice ; no two officers of their grade could have 
contributed more to the. safety and honor of this army. 
Wood* brave, generous, and enterprizing, died, as he 
bad lived-— without a feeling, but for the honor of bis 
country and the glory of her arms ; — ^his name and ex- 
ample will live, to guide the soldier in the path of duty, 
so long as true heroism is held in estimation. M'Rea 
lives to enjoy the approbation of every virtuous and 
generous mind, and to receive the reward due to his 
-services and high military talents. 

It is proper here to notice, that although but one 
third of the enemy^s force was on duty when his works 
were carried, the whole were brought into action while 
we were employed in destroying his cannon. We secur- 
ed prisoners from seven of his regiments, and know that 
the 6th and 82d suffered severely in killed and wounded, 
yet these regiments were not vtpon duty* 

Lieut. Gen. Drummond broke up his camp, during the 
night of the Slst, and retired tonis entrenchments, be- 
hind the Chippewa. A party of our men came up with 
the rear of his army, at Frenchman's Creek ; the enemy 
destroyed part of their stores, by setting fire to the build- 
ings from which they were employed in. conveying them. 
W« found, in and about f Eeir camp, a considerable quanti- 
ty of cannon ball, and upwards of one hundred stand of 
arms. 

I send you, enclosed herein, a return of our loss. The 
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return of prisoners inclosed does not include the strag^ 
glers that caine in after the action. 

I have the honor, &c. 

JACOB BROWN. 
Hon. Sec. War, 

m 

Report ojthe killedy wounded^ and missing ^ in the above, 
action. — Killed, 79 — wounded, 216 — missing, 216— total 
5H. C.JL GAKDNER, Adj. Gen. 

Return of prisoners taken in the above action. — Two 
Majors, 4 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign, 1 Assistants- 
Surgeon, 4 staff sergeants, ' 1 9 sergeants, 17 corporals, 1 
drummer, 332 rank and file— -total 385. 

J. SNELLING, Insp. Gen. 

DEFENCE AT FORT BOWYER. 

Copy of a letter from Maj. Gen. Jackson to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. Ilk M. D. Mobile, Sept. 17, 1 814, 10, ^. M. 

SIR-^I have but a moment to spare, to tell you, since 
the departure of my letter this mornings a messenger has 
returned from fort Bowyer with the pleasing intelligence, 
that Major Laurence has gallantlj repulsed the enemy 
with great loss, blowing up a vessel of 36 guns. Only 4 
of our men were killed, and 5 wounded. The officer 
bringing the dispatches will be here in an hour, when I 
shall be enabled to give jou the particulars. 

I have thehpnor, &c. 

Hon. Sec. War. ^ ANDREW JACKSON. 



CAPTURE OF THE REINDEER. 

Copy rfa letter from Capl. Johnson Blakely to the Sectetary of 

the Navy. 

U. S. Sloop Wasp, L'Orient, 8th My, 18J4, 

SIR-^O^ Tuesday the 28th ult. bein^ then in lat. 48, 

36 north, and Ion. ll, liS west, we fell m with, engaged? 
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and after an action of nineteen minutes, captured bis 
B. M. sloop of war, the Reindeer, William Manners, Esq. 
commander. Annexed are the minutes of our proceed- 
ings on that day, prior to, and during the continuance of 
the action. 

Where all did their duty,* and each appeared an^uous 
to excel, it is very diflScult to discriminate. It is, how- 
ever, only rendering them their merited due, when it is 
declared of Lieutenants Reily and Bury, 1 st and 3d of 
this vessel, and whose names will be found among tho^e 
of the conquerors of the Gurriere and Java, and Mr. Till- 
inghast, 2a Lieutenant, who was greatly instrumental in 
the capture of the Boxer ; that ibeir conduct and courage 
on this occasion, fulfilled the highest expectation, and gra- 
tified every wish. Sailing-master Carr is also entitled to 
great credit, for the zeal *and ability with which he dis- 
charged his various duties. 

The cool and patient conduct of every officer and man, 
while exposed to the fire of the shifting gun of the enemy, 
and. without an opportunity of returning it, could only be 
equalled by the animation and ardor exhibited, when ac- 
tually engaged, or by the promptitude and firmness with 
which every attempt of the enemy, to board, was met, and 
successfully repelled. Such conduct may be seen, but 
cannot well be described. 

The Reindeer mounted sixteen 24 pr. carronades, 2 
long 6 or 9 prs. and a shifting 12 pr. carronade, with a 
complement of Ton board) 118 men. Her crew were 
said to be the pride of Plymouth. 

Our loss, in men, has been severe, owing, in part, to 
the proximity of the two vessels, and the extreme smooth- 
ness of the sea — ^but chiefly in repelling boarders ; that 
of the enemy, however, is infinitely more so, as will be 
seen by the list of killed and wounded, on both sides. — 
Six round shot struck our hull, and many grape, which 
did not penetrate far. The foremast received a 24 pr. 
shot, which passed through its centre, and our riggmg and 
sails were a good deal injured. The Reindeer was liter- 
ally cut to pieces, in a line with her ports ; her upper 
works, boats, spare spars, were one complete wreck. A 
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breeze springing up^ next afternoon, her foremast went 
'by th* board. 

Having received all the prisoners on board, which, 
from the number of wounded, occupied much time, to- 
gether with their baggage, the Reindeer was, on the even- 
ing of the 29th, set on fire, and in a few hours blew up. 

I have the honor, &c. 

J. BLAKELY. 
Hon. W. Jones^ Sec. Navy. 

MJ?rUTES OF rHEACTWjr, 

Between the U. S. S. Wasp^ and his B. M. S. Reindeer^ 

on the 28/A Junc^ 1814. 

At 4, A, M. light breezes, and cloudy ; at a quarter after 
4, discovered two sails, two points before the lee beam — 
kept away in chase ; shortly after, discovered one sail, on 
the weatner beam ; altered the course, and hauled by, in 
chase of the sail to windwar3 ; — at 8, sail to windward 
bore E. N. E. wind very light; at 10, the stranger sail, 
bearing E. by N. hoisted an English ensign and pendant, 
and displayed a signal at the mam, (blue and yellow dia- 
gonally ;) — at half past 12, the enemy showed a blue and 
white flag, diagonally, at the fore, and fired a gun — 1 h. 
15 minutes, called all hands to ijuarters, and prepared for 
action — 1 h. 22 minutes, believmg we could weather the 
enemy, tacked ship, and stood for him — 1 h. 50 minutes, 
the enemy tacked ship, and stood from us — 1 h. 56 min- 
utes, hoisted our colors, and fired a gun to windward, 
which was answered by the enemy, with another to wind- 
ward — 2 h. 20 minutes, the enemy still standing from us 
— set the royals — 2 h. 25 minutes, set the flying jib — 2 h. 
29 minutes, set the upper stay-sails. Finding the enemy 
did not get sufliciently on the beam, to enable us to bring 
our guns to bear, put the helm a-lee, and, at 26 minutes 
after 3, commenced the action, with the after carronade, 
on the starboard side, and fired in succession-~3 h. 40 
minutes, the enemy having his larboard bow in contact 
with our larboard quarter, endeavored to board us ; but 
was repulsed in every attempt— -at 3 h. 44 minutes, orders 
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were given to board in turn, which were promptly exe- 
cuted, when all resistance immediately ceased, and, at 3 h. ^ 
45 minutes, the enemy hauled down his flag. 

J. BLAKELY. 

Return of killed and wounded^ on board the U. 8. S. 
Wasp^ in the above action. — Killed, 5 — wounded, 21 — 

total, 26. 

« 

Rdurn of killed and wounded, on board H. B. M. S. 
Reindeer, in the above action. — Killed, 25^— wounded, 42 
—total, 67. 

J. BLAKELY. 



DEFENCE OF FORT BOWYER. 

Copy of a letter front Maj. Gen. Jackson, to the Secretary of War, doled 

H. Q. 1th M. D. Mobilcy Sept. 1 7, 1 8 1 4. 

SIR — ^With lively emotions of satisfaction I communi- 
cate, that success has crowned the gallant efforts of our 
brave soldiers, in resisting and repulsing a combined Bri- 
tish naval and land force, which, on the 15th inst. attack- 
ed fort Bowyer, on the Point of Mobile. 

I enclose a copy of the official report of Major William 
Laurence, of the 2d infantry, who commanded. In addi- 
tion to the particulars communicated in his letter, I have 
learnt that the ship, which was destroyed, was the Her- 
mes, of from 24 to 28 guns, Captain the hon. William H. 
Percy, senior officer in the gulf of Mexico ; and the brig, 
so considerably damaged, is the Sophie, 18 guns, Captam 
Lockyer. The other ship was the Carron, of from 24 to 
28 guns, Capt. Spencer, son of Earl Spencer— -the other 
brig's name unknown. On board of the Carron, 85 men 
were killed and wounded, among whom was Col. NicoU, 
of the royal marines, who lost an eye, by a splinter. The 
land force consisted of 1 10 marines, and 200 Cre^k In- 
dians, under the command of Capt. Woodbine, of marines^ 
and about 20 artillerists, with one four and a half inch 
howitzer, from which they discharged shells and 91b. ^hot 
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.They re-embarked ^ the piece, and retreated, by land, to- 
wards Pensacola, when(;e they came. 

By the morning report of the 16th, there wave present 
in the fort, fit for duty, officers and men, 158. The- result 
of this engagement has stamped a character on the war, 
in this quarter, highly favorable to the American arms- 
it is 'an event, from which may be drawn the mcjst faTora- 
ble augury. 

An actuevement sb glorious in itself, and so important 
in its consequences, should be appreciated by the govern- 
ment; and those concerned are entitled to, and will 
doubtless receive, the most gratifying evidence of the ap- 
probation of their countrymen. 

In the words of Major Laurence, " where all behaved 
well, it is unnecessary to discriminate ;'' but all being me- 
ritorious, I beg ler.ve to annex the names of the officers 
who were engaged and present, and hope they will, indi- 
vidually, be deemed worthy of distinction : 

Maj. William Laurence, 2d infantry, commanding; 
Capt Walsh, of the artillery; Captains Chamberlam, 
Brownlow, and Bradley, of the 2d infantry ; Capt Sands, 
dep. com. of ordnance ; Lieuts. Villard, Sturges, Conway, 
H. Sanders, T. R. Sanders, Brooks, Davis, and C. Saun- 
ders, all of the 2d infantry. 

I am confident that your own feelings will lead you to 
participate in my wishes, on this subject — ^permit me to 
suggest the propriety and justice of allowing to this gal- 
lant band the value of the vessel destroyed oy them. 

I am, &c. 
ANDREW JACKSON, Maj. Gen. Comg. 

Hon Sec. of War. 



DESTRUCTION OF TH E PIRATES. 

Cofyofa letter from Commodmre Patterson^ to the Secretary of 

the Navy, dated 

NerV'Orleans, lOth Oct. 1814. 

SIR — ^I have very great satisfaction in reporting to 
you, that the contemplated expedition against the pirates. 
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so long, and strongly established among the western 
islands and waters of this state, of which 1 had the honor 
to inform you, by my letter of the 10th ult. has terminated 
in the capture and aestruction of all their vessels in port ; 
their establishments on the island of Grand Terre, Grand- 
Isle, and Cheniere Caminada ; and the dispersion of the 
band themselves. The successful issue of this attack 
upon them, will, I trust, prevent their ever collecting 
again, in sufficient force to injure the commerce of this 
state. 

The force of the pirates was twenty pieces of cannon, 
mounted, of different calibres, and, as I nave learnt since 
my arrival, from 800 to 1000 men, of all nations and colors. 

I have brought with me, to this city, six fine schooners, 
and one felucca, cruizers and prizes of the pirates — and 
one armed schooner, under Carthagenian colors, found in 
company, and ready to oppose the force under my com- 
mand. 

Herewith I have the honor to transmit a detailed ac- 
count of this expedition, which I hope will prove satisfac- 
tory to the department ; as also a copy ol a letter from 
Lqfitte^ the Cnirf of the pirates, to Capt. JLockyer^ of 
his jB. M. brig Sophia, which forms the conclusion of a 
correspondence between the English commanders in the 
gulf ot Mexico and the Floridas, and the pirates, copies of 
which his excellency Gov. Claiborne informs me, he trans- 
mitted to the department of state. This correspondence 
shows the importance of the expedition, and the impor- 
tant species of force we have prevented the enemy's re- 
ceiving, by their proposed alliance with the pirates, and 
added to our own. 

I have the honor, &c. 

DANl. T. PATTERSON. 

Han. W. Jones. 



AFFAIR NEAR CHIPPEWA. 

On the 18th October, 1814, Gen. Izard had directed 
Gen. Bissel to proceed against the enemy near Chippewa, 
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them. — 



stroyed near 200 bushels of grain, belonging to th< 
General Bissel reports his own loss, in killed, to be 
wouifded and missing, 5d*«-total, 67. 

The enemy left their killed on the field, who were bu- 
ried by the ^onericans. 
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FURTHER ACCOUNT- 



CSNSRAL ORDEBS. 



E* Q. of the Northern Army, 

Camp, near Fort Erie, October 23d, 1814. 

The indisposition of Brig Gen. Bissel has prevented, till 
this morning, his report of the handsome aiSfair which took 
place on the 19tbt net ween a detachment of his brigade^ 
and a superior force of the enemj. 

The object of the expedition, entrusted to the Brigadier, 
Was the seizure, of som^ provisions, intended for the Bri-. 
tish troops. He marched from Black Creek, on the mom^p* 
ingof the 18th, with parts of the 5tb, 14th, 15th, and 16th 
inlantry, a small party of dragoons, . and a company of 
rifleman, the whole, 900 men. After driving before them 
a picket, of which thej made the commanding officer 
pnsoner, they^ encamped for the nighty throwing beyon4 
Lyon^'s Creek two light-infantry companies, under Capt. 
Dorman, 5th, and Lieut. Horrel, ] 6th infantry^ and the 
riflemen, under Capt. 'Irvine ; a picket on the Chippewa 
road, commanded by Lieut. Castaway, was attached by 
two companies, of Glengary ligbt-inlnntry, which wer^ 
beaten back, with loss. Oo the moraing of the 19th, the 
detachment was attacked by a select corps of the enemy, 
not less than 1200 strong. The light-infantry, under 
Capt. Dorman, and Iryipe's riflemen, sustained the whole 
fire of the enemy, (ot fifteen minutes, during which time 
the 5di and 14th were formed — ^the 5tfa was ordered to 
turn the enemy's right flank, while^e 14th charged them 
ki front. This was executed in the most gallant manner, 
byCdl. PiMlQi^y,of the 5th, and Major mmard, o( the 

;- LI 
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14th, who greatly distinguished himself, bjr the officer- 
like style in which he conducted his battalion. The ene- 
my were compelled to a precipitate retreat, and hid them- 
selves, once more, behind their fortifications. 

Brig. Gen. Bisseli particularly mentions the skill and 
intrepidity of Col. Snelnng, Inspector-General, Col. Piftck- 
ney, commanding the 5th regiment. Major Barnard, 14th 
inwntry, Major Barker, 45th infantry, acting with the 5th, 
Capt Dorman, Capt. Allison, (whose horse was shot un- 
der him,) and Bngade-Major, Lieut. Prestman, of the 
5th. Lieutenant Anspaugh, of dragoons, was conspicu- 
ous, by his alertness in communicating the Brigadier-Ge- 
neraPs orders, during the action. It is with the highest 
satisfaction, that the commanding General tenders, to the 
brave officers and troops, of the 2d brigade of the right 
division, his thanks, for their good conauct on this occa- 
sion. The firmness of the 15th and 16th regiments, com- 
manded by Col. Pierce, and who were posted as a reserve, 
proved, tiiat had the resistance of tne enemy afforded 
them an opportunity of going into action, they would have 
emulated the valor of the commanders of the 5th and 14 th. 
A number of prisoners were taken, among whom a picket 
of dragoons, with their horses ; a large quantity of grain 
also feU into our hands. The Brigaoier, after completing 
the orders he had received, and Durying the few of our 
brave soldiers who fell in the action, and the dead of the 
enemy, which were left on the ground by the latter, re- 
turned to Black Creek. To uie cool, and intrepid con- 
duct of Brig. Gen. Bissell, the General offers the praise 
he has so justly entitled himself to. 
Bif order of Mai. Oen. Izard^ 

C. K. GARDNER, Adj. Gen. N. Army. 



THE WASP'S CRUISE. 

C^fy of a UtUr from Jiknami Blakdjf^ Esq. Cmnmander rf&eU.S. 
Sloop of Wast Wasp, to the Secretasy rfthe Nawy^ aaUd 

U. S. Sloop Wasp, at Sea, llth SepU 1814. 

SIR— -After a protracted, and tedious stay at L'Orient, 

I had, at last, the pleasure of leaving that place, on Satur- 
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1^^ the 27th Augiist. On the 30th^, captured the British 
bng Lettice — ^ana 31st August the British brig Bon Ac^ 
cord. On the morning of the 1st September^ discovered 
a convoy of 10 sail, to leeward, in charge of the Armada 
74, and a bomb ship— stood for them, and succeeded in 
cutting out the British brig Mar^, laden with brass can- 
non, taken fron^ the Spaniards ; iron cannon, and military 
stores, from Gibraltar to England-^removed the prison- 
ers, set her on fire, and endeavored to capture another of 
the convoy, but was chased off by the Armada. On the 
evening of the same day, at half past 6, while going free, 
discovered 4 vesselsf, nearly at the same time ; two on 
the starboard, and two on tne larboard bow — ^hauled up 
for the one most on the starboard bow, being the farthest 
to windward— at 7, the chase (a brig) commenced making 
signals, with flags, which could not be distinguished for 
want of light ; and soon after, made various ones, with 
lanterns, rockets, and guns — at 26 minutes after 9, hav- 
ing the chase under our lee bow, the 12 pr. carronad^ 
was directed to be fired into him, which he returned : rap 
under his lee, to prevent his escaping, and, at 29 minutes 
past 9, commenced the action— -at 10 o'clock, believing 
the enemy to be silenced, orders were given to cease fir- 
ing, when I hailed, and asked if he had surrendered ; no 
answer being given to this, and his fire having recom«- 
menced, it was again returned — at 12 minutes after 10, 
the enemy having miiiered greatly, and having made no 
return to bur tvvp I^st broaosides, I hailed him a second 
time, to k^ow if he had surrendered, when he answered 
in the affirmative. The guns were then ordered to be se- 
cured, and the boats Ipwered down, to take possession— f- 
in the act of lowering the boat, a second bri^ was discos 
vered, a little distance astern, and standing for us — ^sent 
the crew to their quarters, prepared every thing for ano- 
ther action, and awaited his coming up ; — ^at 36 minutes 
after 10, discovered two more sail standing for u^ : I now 
felt mysielf compelled to forego the satisfaction of destroy- 
ing the prize — our braces haying been cut away, we kept 
off the wind until others .could be rove, and with the ex- 
pectation of drawing the second brig from his companiona; 
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but, in this last, we were disa{mointe<i : the second hrig 
continued to approtch us, untu she came close to our 
stern, when she nauled hy the wind, fired her broadside^ 
(which cut our rigging and saib considerably, and shot 
away our lower mam cross^rees,) and re-traced her steps 
to join her consorts* When we were necessitated to aban- 
don the prize, she appeared, in every respect, a total 
wreck ; he continued, some time, firing guns of distress, 
until, probably, delivered by the two last vessels who 
made their appearance. The scQond brig could have en^ 
gaged us, if ne had thought proper, as he neared us fast ; 
but contented himself with firing a broadside, and immedi- 
ately returned to his companions. 

It is with real satisfstction I have again the pleasure of 
bearing testimony to the merits of Lieutenants Reily, 
Tillin^iastj Baui y, and sailing-master Carr ; and to the 
good omduct of every officer and man on board the Wasp. 
Their divisions and departments were attended and sup- 
plied, with the utmost regularity and abundance ; whioi, 
with the good prder maintained, together with tli^ vivaci- 
ty and precision of their fire, reflects on them the greatest 
credit. Our loss is two killed, and one slightly wounded 
with a wad. The hull received four round shot, and the 
foremast many grape shot ; our rigging and sails suffered 
a great deal— eveiy^ damage has been repaired, the day- 
after, with the exception <» our sails. 

Of the vessel with whom we vrere engaged, nothing 
positive can be said, with regard to her mtme or force? 
While hailing him, previous to his being fired into^ it was 
blowme fresh, (10 knots,) and the name was not distinct- 
ly heara. Of her force, the 4 shot which struck us are 
all 32lbs. in weight, being one and three quarter lb& bea^ 
Tier than any belonging to this vessel ; from ibis drrami- 
•tance, the number of men in her tops, her genwal appeal^ 
nnce, and great length, she is believed to be one dT the 
laigest brigs in the British navy* 

I have the honor, kc. J. BLAKELY. 

HwL See. Navjf. ' , 

* It is knowD by llie Brltiib prints, that the htig^ cnofed aboTe, wu 
lheATOil,sf IS giiSi.**ssatialifa>< ^s s> s alter dwI^lBllhBr. 
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* PRIVATEER GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 

' Fayaly^thOcLUU. 

With infinite regret) I am coostrained to saj, it has even^ 
taallj fallen to my lot to state to jou the loss, and total 
destruction of the private ^^trmed brig, General Aimstrong, 
late under my command. 

We sailed from Sandy Hook, on the evening of the 9th 
ult. and, about midnight, fell in close aboard of a razee 
and ship of the line. They pursued tiH neiEt day noon, 
when they thought proper to give over chase. On the 
II th, after a nine hours chase, boarded the private armed 
iN^hr. Perry, John Colman, 6 days from Philadelphia ; had 
thrown over all . his guns. On the following day, fell in 
with an enemy's gun brig ; exchanged a few shots with, 
and left him. On the 21th, boarded a Spanish brig and 
schooner, and a Portuguese ship, all from the Havanna. 
On the 26th, following, came too in Fayal Roads, for the 
purpose of filling water ; called on the American Consuf, 
who very politely ordered our water immediately sent ofl^ 
it being our intention to proceed to sea, early the next 
day. At 5, P. M. I went on board, the Consul, and some 
other gentlemen^ in company. I asked some questions 
ccMDcemkig enemy's cruisers, and was told there had been 
.none, at these islands, for several weeks ; when about 
dusk, while we were conversing, the British brig Carna- 
tion suddenly hove in sight, close under the N. £. head 
<^f the harbor, within gun-shot, when first disco vered.^^ — 
The idea of getting under way was instantly suggested ; 
but finding the enemy's brig had the advantage of a breeze, 
and but little wind with us, it was thought doubtful if we 
should be able to get to sea without hazarding an action. 
I questioned the Consul, to know if, in his opinion, th^ 
enemy would regard the neutrality of the port r He gave 
me to understand^ I might make myself perfectly easy ; 
assuring me, at the same time,-they would never molest 
&s, white at anchor. But ho sooner did the eoemjc's brig 
UfiderstabcL from die pilot-boat, who we were, when she 
hmnediately hauled dose in, Mid let go her anchor, withifi 
pistolnshot of us. At the same moment, the P)ailtaigeii€t, 
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and frigate Kota, hove in sight, to whom the Carnation 
instantly made signal^ and a constant interchange took 
place for some time. The result was, the Carnation pro- 
ceeded to throw out all her boats; dispatched one on 
board the Commodore, and appeared, otherwise, to be 
making unusual exertions. Fiiom these circumstances, I 
began to suspect their real intentions. The moon was 
near its full, which enabled us to observe them very mi- 
nutely ; and I how determined to haul in, nearer the shore. 
Accordingly, after clearing for action, we got under way, 
and began to sweep in. The moment this was observed 
by the enemy's brig, she instantly cut her cable, made sai], 
and dispatched four boats in pursuit of us. Being: now 
about 8, F. M • as soon as we saw the boats approaching, 
we let go our anchor, got springs on our cable, and pre- 
pared to receive them. 1 hailed them repeatedly, as they 
drew near, but they felt no inclination to reply. Sure of 
their game, they only pulled up with the greater speed. 
I observed the boats were well manned, and, apparently, 
as well armed ; and, as soon as they had cleverly got along 
side, we opened our fire, which was as soon returned ; 
but, meeting with rather a warmer reception than they 
had probably been aware of, they very soon cried out for 
quarters, and hauled off. In this skirmish I had one jnan 
killed, and my 1st Lieutenant wounded. The enemy's 
loss must have been upwards o£ twenty, killed and 
wounded. 

They had now repaired to their ships, to prepare for a 
more formidable attack. We, in the interim, having taken 
the hint, prepared to haul close into the beach, where we 
moored head and stem, within half pistol-shot of the cas- 
tle. This done, we again prepared, in the best possible 
manner, for their second reception. About 9, P. Mv we 
observed the enemy's brig towing in a large fleet of boats 
— ^they soon after left the brig, and took their station in 
three divisions, under covert of a small reef of rocks, 
vrithin about musquetnshot of us. Here they continued 
manoeuvering, for some time, the brig still keeping under 
way to act with the boats, should we at any time attempt 
our escape. 
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The shores were lined with the inhabitants, waiting the 
expected attack ; and, from thf brightness of the moon, 
thej had a most favorable view of the scene. The Go- 
yemor, with most of the first people of the pkce, stood bj, 
and saw the whole affair. 

At length, about midnight, we observed the boats in 
motion, (our crew having laid at their quarters during the 
whole of this inter\'aL) Thejr came on, in one direct line, 
keeping in close order ; and we plainly counted twelve 
boats. As soon as they came within proper distance, we 
opened our fire, which was warmly returned from the ene- 
my's carronades and small arms. The discharge from 
our long Tom rather staggered them ; but soon reconnoi- 
teringj they gave three cneers, and carae on most spi- 
ritedly. In a moment, they succeeded in gaining our 
bow and starboard quarter, and the word was board. — 
Our great guns now becoming useless, we attacked 
them sword in band, together with our pikes, pistols, 
and musquetry, from which our lads poured on theni 
a most destructive fire. The enemy made frequent 
and repeated attempts to gain our decks, but were re- 
pulsed at all times, and at all points, with the greatest 
slaughter. — About the middle of the action, I received 
intelligence of the death of my second Lieutenant ; and, 
soon after, of the third Lieut, being badly wounded :-— 
from this, and other causes, I found our fire had much 
slackened on the forecastle ; and, fearful of the event, 
I instantly rallied the whole of our after division, who 
had been bravely defending, and now bad succeeded 
in beating the boats off the quarters — they gave a 
shout, rushed forward, opened a fresh fire, and soon 
after decided the conflict — which terminated in the to- 
tal defeat of the enemy, and the loss of many of their 
boatsf two of which, belonging to the Rota, we took 
possession of, literally loaded itiih their own dead. 
Seventeen only escaped, from them both, who had 
swam to the shore. In another boat, under bur quar- 
ter, commanded by one of the Lieutenants of the rlan- 
tagenety all were killed, saving four : this I have from 
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tbe Lieutenant himself, who further told me tiistlie* 
jumped overboard, to save bis own life. 

Tbe duration of this action was about 40 minutet,*^ 
Our decks were now found in much confusioiiy our 
long Tom dismounted, and several of our carriages 
broken ; many of our crew having left the vessel, and 
others disabled. Under these circumstances, however, 
we succeeded in getting long Tom in bis birtb, and tbe 
decks cleared, in some sort, for a fresh action, should 
the enemy attack us again, before day-light About 
3, A. M. I received a message from the American Con- 
sul, requesting to see me on shore ; where he informed 
me the Governor had sent a note to Captain IJoyd^ 
l>egging him to desist from further hostilities. To 
which Captain Uoyd sent, for answer, that be was now 
determined to have the privateer, at the risk of knock-- 
ing down the whole town ; and that if the Governor 
suffered the Americans to injure the privateer, in any 
manner, he should consider the place an enemy's port, 
and treat it accordingly. Finding this to be tbe case, 
I considered all bopen, of saving our vessel, to be at an 
end. I therefore went on board, and ordered all our 
wounded, and dead, to be taken on shore, and tbe crew 
to save their effects, as fast as possible.p*^oon after 
this, it became day-light, when the enemy's brig stood 
dose in, aqd commenced a heavy fire on gs, with all 
her force. After several broad-sides, she bauied off, 
liaving received a shot in her bull, her ringing much 
cut^ and her foretopmast wounded ; (of tins I was ia- 
formed by the British Consul) She soon after came 
in again, and anchored clos^ to the privateer. I then 
ordered tbe Armstrong to be, scuttled, to prevent the 
enemy from getting ber off. She was soon after boardr 
ed by the enemy's U>at8» and set on fire, wfakt soon 
completed ber destroction. 

They have destroyed a number of liouses ia the 
town, and wounded sonae of tbe inhabitants. 

By what I have been able to iearn fironoi tbe Britidi 
Consul, and officers of the fleet, it appears tfaew were 
about 400 officers and men in the last attack by the 
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boats, of which 120 were killed, and about 130 wound-^ 
ed*-^Captain Lloyd, I am told by the British (-onsul, 
is badly wounded in the leg ; a jury of surgeons had 
been held, who ga^e as their opinion, that amputation 
would be necessary to insure his life. It is said, how- 
ever, that the wound was occasioned by an ox treading 
on him. — The fleet has remained here about a week, 
during which they have been principally employed 
in burying their dead, and taking care of their wounded. 
Three days after the action, they were joined by the 
ship Thais and brig Calypso, (two sloops of war) who 
were immediately taken into requii»tion, by Captain 
liloyd, to take home the wounded men. The Calypso 
sailed for England, with part of the wounded, on the 
2d instant — ^among whom, the first Lieut, of the Planta* 

fenet. The Thais sails this evening, with the remain- 
er. Capt. Lloyd's fleet sailed to day, supposed for the 
West-Indies. 

The loss on our part, I am happy to say, is compa* 
ratively trifling ; two killed and seven wounded. With 
reg^ard to my officers in general, I feel the greatest sa- 
tisiaction in saying they, one and all, fought with the 
most determined bravery, and to whom I feel highly 
indebted for their officer-lU^e conduct, during the short 
period we were together ; their exertions and bravery 
deserved a better tate. 

1 here insert, for your inspection, a list of the killed 
and wounded :— 

Killed — Mr. Alexander O. Williams, 2d Lieut, and 
one seaman. 

Wounded — ^Frederick A. Worth, 1st Lieut. Robert 
Johnson, 3d Lieut. Bazillscjlammond, Quarter-master, 
and 4 seamen. 

It gives me much pleasure to announce to you, that 
our wounded are all m a fair way of recovery, through 
the unremitted care and attention of our worthy sur« 
geon. 

Mr. Dabney, our Consul, is a gentleman, professing * 
every feeling of humanity, and to whom the utmost 

M m 
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gratitude is due, from us, for his great care of the sick 
and wounded, and his polite attention to my officers 

and myself. 

Mr. Williams was a most deserving and promising 
officer* His country, in him, has lost one of its bright- 
est ornaments ; and his death must be sadly lamented 
by all ^ho knew his worth. 

Accompanied with this, you will find a copy of my 
Protest, together with copies of letters, written by Mr. 
Dabney, to the Goyemor of Fayal, our Minister at 
Rio Janeiro, and our Secretary of State. These let- 
ters will develope, more fully, the circumstances of 
this unfortunate affiiir. 

We expect to sail to-morrow, in a Portuguese brig, 
for Amelia-Island, who takes the whole of our crew ; 
till when, I remain, gentlemen, your Tery obedient 
humble servant, 

SAMUEL C. REID. 



FURTHER ACCOUNT, 

I^'om an English gentleman, at Fayal, to William 

Cobbettj Esq, 

Fatal, October 15, 1814. 
William Cdbbett, Esq. 
SIR— The American schooner privateer General 
Armstrong, of New- York, Captain Samuel C. Reid, of 
seven guns, and ninety men, entered here on the 26th 
ult. about noon, 17 days from that place, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining water. The Captain, seeing nothing 
on the horizon, was induced to anchor. Before the 
elapse of many hours, his majesty's brig Cawatlon 
came ili» and anchored near her. About six, his majes- 
ty's sbip^ Plantagenet, of 74 guns, and the Rota frigate, 
came m and anchored also. The Captain of the priva- 
teer, and his friends, consulted the first authorities here, 
about her security. They all considered her perfect- 
ly securei and that his majesty's officers were too well 
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acquainted with the respect due to a oeutral port to 
molest her. But, to the great, surprize of every one, 
about nine in the evening, four boats were dispatched, 
armed and manned from his majesty's ships, for the 
purpose of cutting her out. It being about full of 
moon, the night perfectly clear and calm, wecould see 
every movement made. The boats approached with 
rapidity towards her, when, it appears, the Captain of 
the privateer hailed them, and told them to keep off, 
several tioies* They, uotwithstaAding, pushed on, and 
were in the act of boarding, before any defence was 
made for the privateer.— A warm contest ensued on 
both sides. I'he boats were finally dispersed, with 
gt'eat loss.-— The American, pow calculatiag on a very 
superior force being sent, cut his cables, and rowed the 
privateer close in alongside of the fort, within half ca- 
ble- s length, where he moored her, head and stern, with 
four lines. The Governor now sent a remonstrance to 
the Van Lloyd, of the Flantagenet, against such pro* 
ceedings, and trusted that the privateer would not be 
further molested ; she being in the dominions of Portu* 
gal, and under the guns of the castle, was entitled to 
Portuguese protection. Van Lloyd*s answer was, that 
he was determined to destroy the vessel, at the expenc^ 
of all Fayal, and should any protection be ^iven her 
by the fort, he would not leave a house standing in the 
village. All the inhabitants were gathered about the 
walls, expecting a renewal <^ the attack. At midnight, 
1 4 launches were discovered to be coming, in rotation, 
for the purpose. When they got within clear, or gun- 
shot, a tremendous and effectual discharge was made 
from the privateer, which threw the boats into confu^ 
sion. They now returned a spirited fire ; but the pri- 
vateer kept up so continual a discharge, it was almost 
impossible for the boats to make any progress. They 
finally succeeded, afiter immense loas, to get ^long side 
of her, and attemjyted to board at every quarter, cheer- 
ed by the olfiters with a shout of no quarter, whkb we 
could dirtinctl^ hear, as well as their shrieks and criei. 
The termimrtwn was netr about a total masaaera. 
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Three of the boats were sunk, and but one poor solita* 
ry officer escaped death, in a boat that contained fifty 
souls ; he was wounded. The Americans fought with 
great firmness^Hsome of the boats were left without a 
single man to row them ; others with three and four ; — 
the most, that any one returned with, was about ten. 
Several boats floated on shore, full of dead bodies. 
With great reluctance I state, that they were manned 
with picked men, and commanded by the first, second, 
third, and fourth Liedtenanls of the Plantagenet ; first, 
second, third, and fourth ditto of the frigate, and the 
first officers of the brig ; together with a great number 
of midshipmen. Our whole force exceeded 400 men ; 
but three officers escaped, two of which are wounded. 
This bloody, and unfortunate contest lasted about forty 
minutes. After the boats gave out, nothing more was 
attempted till day-light the next morning, when the 
Carnation hauled along side, and engaged her. The 
privateer still continued to make a most gallant defence. 
These veterans reminded me of Lawrence's dying 
words, of the Chesapeake — ** don't give up the ship." — 
The Carnation lost one of her top-masts, and her yards 
vrere shot away ; she was much cut up in rigging, and 
Tec*eived several shot in her hull. This obliged her to 
haul ofi*to repair, and to cease firing. The Americans, 
DOW finding their principal gun, {Jmg Tim) and several 
others, dismounted, deemed it folly to think of saving 
her ag&inst so superior a force, they therefore cut away 
ber masts to the deck, blew a hole through her bottom, 
took out their small arms, clothing, &c. and went on 
shore. I discovered only two shot holes in the hull of 
the privateer, although much cut up in rigging. Two 
boats' crews were soon after dispatched irom our ves- 
sels, which went on board, took out some provisions, 
and set her on fire. For Uiree days after, we were em* 
ployed in burying the dead, that washed on shore 
in the surf. The number of British, kUled, exceeds 
120, and 90 wounded. The enemy, to the surprise of 
mankind, lost only two killed, and seven wounded.— 
TVe may well say, << God deliver us from our enemies," 
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if this is the way the Americans fight— After burniog 
the privateer^ Van Lloyd made a demand of the go* 
vemor to deliver up the Americans, as his prisoners — 
which the governor refused* He threatened to send 
flOO nien on shore, and take them by force. The Ame^ 
ricans immediately retired, with their arms, to an old 
Gothic convent ; knocked away the adjoining draw- 
bridge, and determined to defend themselves to the 
last. The Van, however, thought better than to send 
his men* He then demanded two men, which, he said, 
deserted from his vessel, when in Americi. The go- 
vernor sent for the men, but found non&of the descrip- 
tion given. 

Many houses received much injury, on shore, from 
the guns of the Carnation. A woman, sitting in the 
fourth story of her house, had her thigh shot off ; and 
a boy bad his arm broken. The Amereican Consul 
here has made a demand on the Portuguese govern- 
ment for a hundred thousand dollars, for the privateer ; 
which our Consul, Mr. Parkin^ thinks, injustice, will be 
paid ; and that they will claim on England. Mr. Par- 
kin, Mr. Edward Bay ley, and other English gentlemen, 
disapprove of the outrage and depredation committed 
by our vessels, on this occasion. The vessel that was 
dispatclyid to England, with the wounded, was not per- 
mitted to take a single letter from any person. Being 
an eye witness to this transaction, I have given you a 
correct statement, as it occurred. 

With respect^ I am, &c. 

H. A.. F. 

The pubUsher has conversed with Captain Reidy who pronounces 
the foregoing account correct — especially in n^^ny p'articulars which 
lie, being engaged, eoald not have an opportanity of witnessing. 

AFFAIR NEAR NEW-ORLEANS. 

Copy of a leUerfrmn Qm. A, Jackam^ totiu Secreitnyrf Wavj daied 

Camp^ beUnv New-Orleans, 25th Dec. 1814. 
SIR — ^The enemy having, by the capture of our 
gun-boats, obtained command of the lakes, were ena- 
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bled to effect a passage to the Mississippi, at a point 
on the side of New-Orleans, and about 9 miles belovr 
it. Tiie moment I received the intelligence, [ hastened 
to attack him in his first position ; it was brought on 
in the night, and resulted very honorably to our arms. 
The heavy smoke, occasioned by an excessive fire, ren- 
dered it necessary that I should draw off my troops, 
after a severe conflict of upwards of an hour. 

The attack was made on the night of the 23d ; since 
then, both armies have remained near the battle .ground, 
making preparations for something more decisive. 

The enemy's force exceeded ours, by double ; and 
their loss was proporf ionably greater. The moment I 
can spare the time, I will forward you a detailed ac- 
count ;«-in the mean time I expect something, far more 
important will take place.~-l hope to be able to sus- 
tain the honor of our arms, and to secure the safety of 
the country. 

I have the honor, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON, Moj. Qm. Ckmg. 
Hon. James Munroe, Sec. War.' 



DETAILED ACCOUNT. 

H. Q. 7tb Militaiy Dktrict, 27th Dec 1814. 

SIR — ^The loss of our gun^boats, near the pass of 
the Rigolets, having given the enemy the command of 
Lake Borgne, he was enaMed to choose his point of at- 
tack. It became, therefore, an object of importance 
to obstruct the numerous bayous and canals, leading 
from that lake to the highlands, on the Mississippi. — 
This important service was committed, in the mrst in- 
stance, to a detachment from the 7th regiment ; after- 
wards to Col. De Laronde, of the liouifiiana militia — 
and lastjy, to make all siune» to Maj. Gen. Yillere, conh 
mandiog the district between the river and the lakes ; 
and who, being a native of the country, was prewnied 
to be best acquainted with' all those passes. Unfortu- 
nately, however, a picquet, which the General had 



established at the mouth of the Bayou Bienvenu/and 
which) notwithstanding my orders> had been left unob- 
structed, was completely surprised; and the enemy 
penetrated through a canal, leading to his farm, about 
two leagues below the city, and succeeded in cutting 
off a company of militia stationed there. This intelU* 
gence was communicated to me about 12 o'clock, of 
the 23d ; my force, at this time, consisted of parts of 
the 7th and 44th regiments, not exceeding 600^ togeth- 
er ; the' city militia, a part of Gen. Coffee's brigade of 
mounted gun-mien, and the detached militia, from the 
western division of Tennessee, under the command of 
Maj. Gen. Carrel ; these two last corps were stationed 
four miles above the city. 

Apprehending a double attack, by way of Chief- 
Menteur, I left Gen. CarroFs force, and the militia of 
the city, posted on the Gentilly road ; and, at 5 o'clock, 
P. M. marched to meet the enemy, whom I was resolv- 
ed to attack in his first position, with Major Hind's 
dragoons. Gen. Coffee's brigade, parts of the 7th and 
44tb regimentst the uniformed companies of militia, un* 
der the command of Major Fiancee — ^200 men of co- 
lor, chiefly from St. Domingo, raised by Col. Savery, 
and acting under the command of Major Dagwin ; and 
a detachment of artillery, under the direction of Col. 
M^Rea, with two 6 prs. under the command of Lieut. 
Spotts ; — not exceeding, in all, 1 500. I arrived near 
tbe^ enemy's encampment about 7, and immediately 
made my dispositions for the attack — his forces amount- 
ing, at that time, on land, to about 3000, extended half 
a mile on the river ; and, in the rear, nearly to the 
wood. Gen. Coffee was ordered to turn their right, 
while, with the residue of our force, I attacked his 
strongest position or^ the left, near the river. Commo- 
dore ratterson having dropped dawn the river, in the 
schooner Caroline, was directed to open a fire on their, 
camp, which he executed at about half after 7. This 
being the dgnal of attack. Gen. Coffee's men, with their 
usual impetuosity, rushed on the enemy's right, and en- 
tered their camp— while our right advanced with equal 
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ardor. There can be but littlb doubt, that we should 
have succeeded on that occasion, with our inferior 
force, in destroying or capturing the enemy, had not a 
thick fog, which arose about 8 o^cIock, occasioned 
some confusion among the difierent corps — ^fearing the 
consequences, imder this circumstance, of the further 
prosecution of a night attack, with troops then acting 
together for the first time, I contented myself with 
lying on the field that night ; and, at four in the morn- 
ing, assumed a stronger position, about 2 miles nearer 
the city. At this position I remain encamped, waiting the 
arrival of the Kentucky militia, and other reinforcements. 
As the fate of the city will depend upon this army, it 
must not be incautiously exposed. 

In this affair, the whole corps, under my command, de- 
serve the greatest credit. The best compliment I can 
pay to Gen. Coffee, and his brigade, is to say they be- 
naved as they have always done, while under my com- 
mand ; the 7th, led by Major Pierre, and the 44tb, by 
Col. Ross, distinguished themselves ; the battalion of city 
militia, commanded by Major Planche, realized my antici- 
pations, and behaved like veterans ; Savary's volunteers 
manifested great bravery ; and the company of city rifle- 
men, having penetrated into the midst of the enemy's 
oamp, were surrounded, and fought their way out with 
the greatest heroism, bringing with them a number of 
prisoners — the two field pieces were well served, by the 
ofiicer commanding them. 

All my officers in the line did their duty, and I have 
every reason to be satisfied with the whole of my field 
and staff. Cols. Butler and Piatt, and Major Chotard, by 
their intrepidity, saved the artillery; Col. Haynes was 
every where that duty or danger called. I was deprived 
of the services of one of my aids, Capt. Butler, wnom I 
was obliged to station in town ; Capt. Keid, my other aid, 
and Messrs. Livingston, Duplissis, and Davi'zac, who bad 
volunteered their services, laced danger wherever it was 
to be met, and carried my orders with the utmost pnomp* 
titude. 
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We made one Major, 2 subalterns, and 63 privates pri« 
Sonets ; and the enemy's loss, in killed and wounded, must 
have been, at least "■ ' ^ ' My own loss, I have not, as 
yet, been able to ascertain, witn exactness ; but suppose 
it to amount to 100, in killed, wounded, and missing. — 
Among the former, I have to lament the loss of Col, Lau« 
derdi^le, of Gen. Coffee's brigade, who fell while bmvely 
fighting. Cols. Dyer and Gibson, of the same corps, were 
wdtmded, and Major Kavenau^h taken prisoner. 

I have the honor, &c. 

A. JACKSON. 



From ike same to ih£ same — Dec. 2d, 1 8 1 4. 
The enemy succeeded^ on the 27th, in blowing up the 
Caroline, (she being becalmed,) by means of hot shot 
from a battery, which he had erected in the night Em- 
boldened by this event, he marched his whole force the 
next day up the Levee, in the hope of driving us from our 
position ; and, with this view, opened upon us, at the dis- 
tance of about half a mile, his bombs and rockets. He 
was repulsed, however, with considerable loss — not less, 
it is believed, than 120 killed ; ours, not exceeding 6 kill- 
ed, and 12 wounded. Since then, he hasnpt ventured to 
repeat his attempt, though lying close together — ^frequent 
skirmishing between our pickets. I lament that I have 
not the means of carrying on more oflfensive operations.-— 
The Kentucky troops have not arrived ; and my effec- 
tive force, at this point, does not exceed 3000 ; theirs 
must be, at least^ double — ^both prisoners and deserters 
agreeing, in the statement, that 7000 landed from their 
boats. I have the honor, &c. 

A. JACKSON. 



BATTLE OF NEW-ORLEANS. 

Copy rfa letter from Gen. Jackson to the Secretary rf War^ dated 

Camp J 4 ndles below New-Orleans^ Jan. 9, 1 815. 

SIR — ^During the days of the 6th and 7th, the enemy 

had been actively employed, in making preparations for 

an attack on my lines. With infinite laoor they had sue- 

Nn 
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ceeded, on the night of the 7di, in g^ttiii^ their boats 
across, from the lake to the riTer, bj widening and deep- 
.enuig the canal, on which they had eflbcted their disem- 
barkation ; it had not been in my power to impede these 
operations, br a general attack ; added to other reasons, 
the nature of the troop under my command, moetij miii* 
tia, rendered it too hazardous to attempt extensive oifen- 
give movements, in an open couhtiy, against a numerous 
and well disciplined army. 

Although my forces, as to number, had been increased 
by the arrival of the Kentucky division, my strength had 
received very little addition — a small portion only, of that 
. detachment, being provided with arms. Compelled, thus^ 
to wait the attack of the enemy, I took every measure to 
repel it, when it should be made, and to defeat the object 
he had in view. Gen. Morgan, with the Orleans contin- 
gent, the Louisiana militia, and a strong detachment of 
flie Kentucky troops, occupied an intrencned camp on the 
opposite side of the river, protected by strong batteries 
on the bank, erected and superintended by Commodore 
Patterson. In my encampment, every thing wiets ready 
for action — ^when, early on the morning of the 8th, the 
enemy, after throwing a heavy shower of bombs and Con- 
greve rockets, advanced their columns on my ri^ht and 
left, to storm my intrenchments* I cannot spes^ suffi- 
ciently in praise of the firmness, and deliberation, with 
which my whole line received their approach— ^more 
could not have been expected from veterans, inured to 
war. For an hour, the nre of the small arms was as in- 
cessant, and severe, as can be ima^ned — ^the artillery too, 
directed by officers who displayed equal skill and cou- 
rage, did great execution :-— yet the columns of the ene- 
my continued to advance, with a firmness which reflects 
uppn them the greatest credit ; twice the column which 
approached me, on my left, was repulsed by the troops 
of Gen. Carrol, those of Gen. Coffee, and a division of 
Kentucky militia — and twice they formed again, and re- 
newed tne assault. At length, however, cut to pieces, 
they fled, in confusion, from the field, leaving it covered 
wim their dead and wounded* The loss, which the ene- 
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my sustained on this occasion, cannot bo estimated at less 
than 1500, in ^killed, nvounded, and prisoners — upwards 
of 300 have already been delivered over for burial ; and 
my men are still engaged in picking them up, within my 
lines, and carrying them to the point where the ene|ny 
are to receive them ; this is in addition to the dead and 
ivounded whom the enemy have been enabled to carry 
from t^e field, during and since the action— and to those 
who have since died, of the wounds they received. We 
have taken about 500 prisoners, upwards of 300 pf whom 
are wounded, and a great part of them mortally. My loss 
has not exceeded, and I believe has not amounted to ten 
killed, and as many wounded. The entire destruction of 
the eneo^y'a army was now inevitable, had it not been for 
an unfortunate occurrence, which, at this moment, took 

Elace on the other side of the river :*-^imultaneously with 
is advance upon my lines, he had thrown over, with his 
boats, a considerable force to the other side of the river ; 
these, having landed, were hardy enough to advance to 
the assault of Gen. Morgan ; and what is strange, and dif-* 
ficult to aceount for, at the very moment when their en- 
tire discomfiture was looked for, with a confidence ap- 
proaching to certainty, the Kentucky reinforcements, in 
whom so much reUance had been placed, ingloriously 
fled, drawing after them, by their example, the remainder. 
of the forces, and thus yielding to the enemy the most 
fortunate po9ition.-«-The batteries, which had rendered 
me, for mitny days, the most important service, though 
bravely defended, were, of course, now abandoned ; not, 
however, until the guns had been spiked. 

. This unfortunate route had totally changed the aspect 
of affairs. . The enemy now occupied a position irom 
which they might annoy us without hazard, and by means 
of which they might nave been enabled to defeat, in a 
great measure, the effects of our success on this side the 
fiTer^««^it became, therefore, an object of the first magni- 
tude, to dislodge him as soon as possible ; for this object, 
all the means in my power, which I could with any safety 
use, were iaaioediateiy put in preparation. Perhaps, how* 
ever, it was owing ftomewhat to another cause, that i rao* 
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ceeded, even beyoiici my expieetations :— ho negociafSng the 
terms of a temporary suspension of hostilities, to enable 
the enemy to biiiy their dead, and provide for their 
wounded, I had required certain proDositions to be acce* 
ded to, as a basis— «mong whico, this was one :— that, 
although hostilities should cease on this side the river, 
until 1 2 o'clock of this day, yet it was not to be under- 
stood that they should cease on the other side^ ; but, that 
no reinforcements should be sent across, by either army, 
until the. expiration of that day. His excellency, Major- 
General Lambert, begged time to consider of those pro* 
positions, until 10 o'clock to-day ; and, in the mean time, 
re-crossed his troops. I need not tell you with how much 
eagerness I immediately regained possession of the posi- 
tion he had thus hastily quitted. 

The enemy, having concentered his forces, may i^in 
attempt to drive me from my position, by storm : when* 
ever he does, I have no doubt my men wnl act with their 
usual firmness, and sustain a character, now become dear 
to them. I have the honor, &c. 

A. JACKSON, Mqf. Gen. Camgr 

Han Sec. of War. 

H. Q- W^ Aof^ of Misf ifstppt, A mtlet beUm N. OrUem^ Jan. 10, 1S15. 

SIR— 1 ha^c ^^ honor to make the followine report of the killed, wonnd- 
ed, and prisoners, taken, in the battle at LAroud's plantation, on the left bank 
of the MissiMippif on the night of the 23d December, 1814, seren miles be- 
low New-Orleans : 

KILLED^\eft on the field of battle, 100. WOUNDED-"^. 280.-* 
PRISONERS TAKEN^X Major, 2 Lieutenants, 1 Midfliiipinam 86 boo* 
commissioned officers and privates-— making a grand total of 400. 

I hare the honor, 4ec. ▲. P. HATNE, Imp. Gtn. 

MaJ. Gen. Andrew Jackton. 

FURTHER PARTICULARS. 
Capjf tf a Utter from Oeneral Jaekaan^ to the Secreiarjf ef War^ 4aUd 

Camp, 4 miles below Orleans, Jan. T3, 1815. 

SIR — At soch a crisis, I conceive it mj doty to keep ypu con* 
Btantly advised of my situation. 

On the 10th inst I forwarded yon an account of the bold ntlcKpt 
made by the enemy, on the morning of the 8tb, to talLc possesiion of 
my works by storm, and of the severe repulse which he met with.—* 
That report, having been sent by the mail which crosses the lake, 
may possibly have miscarried— for whicli reason, I think it the more 
Mcessaiy I briefly, to repeat the snbetaace of it. 
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Early on tlw momiagof tbe 8th» th« enemy, having been actively 
employed the two preeeding days in making pveparations for a storm, 
advanced, in two strong columns, on my right 'bnd left; they were 
received, however, with a firmness, which, it seems, they little ez« 
pected, and which defeated all their hopes. My men, undisturbed 
by their approach, which indeed they had long anxiously wished 
for» opened upon them a fire, so deliberate and certain, as rendered 
their scaling-ladders, and fascines, as well as their more direct im- 
plements oi' warfare, perfectly useless. For upwards of an hour, it 
was continued with a briskness of which there have been but few in- 
stances, perhaps, in any country. In justice to the enemy, it must 
be said, they withstood it as long as could have been expected from 
the most determined bravery. At length, however, when all pros- 
pect of success became hopeless, they fled, in confusion, from the 
field, leaving it covered with their dead and wounded — their loss was 
immense : 1 had, at first, computed it at 1500 ; but it is since ascer* 
tiined to have been much greater. Upon information wliieh is iie- 
lieved to be correct. Col. Haynes, the Inspector-General, reports it 
to be, in the total, 2,600 — his report I inclose you. My loss was in- 
considerable, being only 7 killed, and 6 wounded. Huch a dispio- i 
portion in loss, when we consider the number and kind of troops en- 
gaged, most, 1 know, excite astonishment, and may not, every 
where, be credited ; yet, I am perfectly satisfied that the account is 
toot exaggerated on the one part, nor underrated on the other. 

The enemy having hastily quitted a post which they had gained 
possession of, on the other side of the river, and we having immedi- 
ately returned to it^ both armies, at present, occupy their former 
positions. 

Whether, after tbe severe losses he has sustained, he is pi^wring 
to return to his shipping, or to make still mightier efforts to attain 
his first object, I do not pretend to determine. It becomes me to 
act as though the latter were his intention. One thing, however, 
seems certain : that, if he still calculates on effecting what he has 
hitherto been unable to accomplish, he must expect considerable re- 
inforcements — as the force with which he landed must, undoubted- 
ly, be diminished, by at least 3000. Besides the loss which he sus- 
tained on the 23d ult. which is estimated at 400, he cannot have 
suffered less, between that period and the morning of the 8 th inst. 
than 300 — having, within that time, been repulsed in two general 
attempts to drive us from our position, and there having been con- 
tinual cannonading and skirmishing during the whole of it. Yet, he 
is still able to show a very formidable force. 

There is little doubt that the commanding General, Sir Edward 
Fakenham, was killed in the action of the 8th, and that Majors Gen. 
Xeane and Gibbs were badly wounded. Whenever a more leisure 
moment shall occur, I will take the liberty to make^out, and forward 
you a more circumstantial account of the several actions, and parti- 
cularly that of the 8th$ in doing which, my chief motive will be» to 
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reader justice to tho$e brare men I have the honor to comiiMUUl, 
and who have so remarkably distinguished themselves. 

1 have the honor, &c. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

REPORT of the killed^ fvounded^ and mrUoners taken^ at the baiiU en the 
81% <2f Jafvaary, 1815.— Killed, 700— Wouoded, 1400— Prisoners takeu, 1 
JMaior. 4 Captains, 11 Lieuteoaiits, 1 Eosign, 483 non-commissioned officers 
and privates— making a grand total of 2,800. 

iMaJ. Gen. J. Jaekttm. A. P. B ATNE, Imp. Gen. 

DECAMPMENT OF THE ENEMY. 
From Maj» Gen, Jackson^ to the Secretary of War. 

H. Q. 7th Mil. Dist. Camp, below Orleans, Jan. 19, 1815. 

Last night, at 12 o'clock, the enemy precipitately decamped, 
and returned to his boats, leaving behind him, under medical atten- 
dance, eighty of his wounded, including two officers, fourteen pieces 
of his heavy artillery, and a quantity of shot, having destroyed 
much of his powder. Such was the situation of the ground which 
he abandoned, and of that through which he retired, protected by 
canals, redoubts, intrenchments, and swamps on his right, and the 
river on bis left, that I could not, without encountering a risk, which 
true policy did not seem to require, or to authorize, attempt to annoy 
him much, on his retreat — we took only eight prisoners. 

Whether it is the purpose of the enemy to abandon the expedition 
altogether, or renew his efforts at some other point, I do not pretend 
to determine with positiveness ; in my own mind, however, there is 
but little doubt that his last exertions have been made, in this quar- 
ter, at any rate for the present season; and, by the next, I hope we 
shall be fully prepared for him. In this belief I am strengthened, 
not only by the prodigious loss he has sustained at the position he 
has just quitted, but by the failure of his fleet to pass fort St. Philip. 

His loss, on this ground, since the debarkation of his troops, as sta- 
ted by all the last prisoners and deserters, and as confirmed by many 
additional circumstances, must have exceeded four thousand, and 
was greater, in the action of the 8th, than was estimated, from the 
most correct data then in his possession, by the Inspectoc^General, 
whose report has been forwarded to you. We succeeded, on the 8tli, 
in getting from the enemy about 1000 stand of arms, of various 
descriptions. 

Since the action of the 8th, the enemy have been allowed veiy 
little respite — my artillery, from both sides of the river» being een- 
itantly employed, till the night, and indeed until the hour of their 
retreat, in annoying them ; no doubt they thought it quite time to 
quit a position, in which so little rest could be found. 

I am advised by Mi^or Overton, who commands at fort St. Philip» 
in a letter of the IStb, that the enemv, having bombarded his fort for 
8 or days, from 13 inch mortars, without effect, had, on the morn- 
ing of that day, retired. I have little doubt that he would have been 
able to have sunk their ressels, bad they attempted to mn by. 
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Oiyiiig'the proper weight to all th««e considerations, I bettev« 
you will not think me too sangaine in the belief, that Louisiana is 
now clear of its enemy. I hope, however, I need not assure you, 
that wherever I command, such a belief shall* never occasion any 
relaxation in the measures for resistance : I am but too sensible that 
the moment when the enemy is opposing us, is not the most proper 
to provide them. I have the honor, &c* 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

P. S. On the 18th, our prisoners on shore were delivered to us, an ex- 
change having been previously agreed to. Those who are on board the fleet 
will be delivered at Petit Coquille, after which I shall still have in my hands 
an excess of several hundred. ANDREW JACKSON. 

20lfc /oittiary.— Mr» Shields, purser in the Navy, has, to-day, ta< 
ken 54 prisoners; among them are 4 officers. A. J. 

Hon. James Munroe, Sec, War. 

H. Q. 1th MU. DiH. Jdj. Gen$. QgHee, JacksoH^s Lkies^ bdm 

Orlemis^ Jan, 16, 1815. 

SIR-^I have the honor, herewith, to enclose, for the information of the 
War Department, a report of the liilled, wounded, and missing, of the army 
under the command of Maj. Gen. Jackson, In the dilfereut actions with the 
enemy, since their landing, vis : 

KiUei, inthe aeiUm itftks 23d De€. 1814, 24— IToiifided, In do. n6^Mis$- 

ing. In do. 74--TotoI 213. KiUed, in ths aetien (fDec. 28fA, 1814, 7-^ 

Wounded, hi do. %^MU$if^, None— Total 15.-.>— AiTl^d in tk& action of 

January 1, 1815, 11— IFotrnded, in do. 23— jlfifttngr, None— Total 34 

KUUd m the aetion of Jan. 9tk, 1815, on both sides of the river, 13— IfMind- 
edf 39— Miftinf, 19— Total 71 Grand Total 333, 

War Department. ROBERT BUTLER, Jd}. Gen, 

HORNET AND PENGUIN. 

Cofy qfa Utter from Cant. Biddle to Com. Decatur, dated — U. S. Sloop Hor- 
net, qff Tristan d* J cunha, March 25, 1815. 
SIR*-I have the honor to Inform yon, that on the morning of the 23d inst. 
at half past ten, when about to anchor off the north end of the island of Tris- 
tan d' Acunha, a sail was seen to the southward and eastward, steering to the 
westward* the wind fresh from the S. S. W. In a few mlnntes she had pass- 
ed on to the westward, so that we could not see her for the land. I immedi. 
ately made sail for the westward^ and shortly after, getting m sight of her 
again, perceived her to bear up before the wind. I hove too, for him to come 
down to us. When she had approached near, I filled the main-topsail, and 
eontinned to yaw the ship, while she continued to come down, wearing occa- 
sionally to prevent her passing mder our stern. At 1, 40, P. M. being with- 
in nearly nrasqnet*6hot distance, she banted her wind on the starboard tack, 
bolsted English colors, and fired a gun. We immediately luffed too, hoisted 
our ensign, and gave the. enemy a broadside. The action bemg thus com* 
menced, a qnkk and well directed fire was kept up from this ship, the enemy 
» gradually drifting nearer to us, when at 1 , 55ra. he bore up. apparently to run 
: us on board. As soon as I perceived he would certainly ftill on board, I call 
•« ed the boarders, so as to be ready to repel any attempt to board us At the 
instant, every olBeer and man repaired to the quarten^eck, where the two 
vessels were coming in contact, and eagerly pressed me to permit them to 
board the enemy ; Imt this I would not permit, as it was evident, fi*om the 
commencement of the action, that our fire was greatly superior, both in 
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^rnkmnm and in effect* The eoeBiy*8 bowqirit came id betweeii oar on^ 
aad misen riK^Bft oo onr rtarboerd side, afibrdiog him an opportoaity te board 
us, if such was his design ; bdt no attempt wu made. There was a consida- 
rabie swell on, and as the sea lifted as ahead, the enemj*s bowsprit carried 
awajr oar misen shnnA stem davits, and spanl^er boom« and he hung upon 
oar larboerd quarter. At this moment, ao ofllcer, who was afterwards recog- 
nked to be Mr. McDonald, the 1st Lieutenant and the then conmiandii^ of- 
ioer, called out that they had surrendered. I directed the marines and mas» 
qnetry-men to cease firiog ; and, while on the taifiraU, ashmg if they had sor- 
rendmd, I receired a wmmd in the neck. The enemy Just then got clear of 
OS, and his foremast and bowsprit beiqg- both gone, ana peroeiring us weai^ 
mg to gtre him s fresh broadside, he again called out that be had surrendered. 
It was with difficnlty I coqM restrain my crew from firiog into him again, u 
he had certainly fired Into as after havlDg surrendered. From the firing of 
the first goa, to the last time the enemy cried out he had sunendered, was 
exactly 22tti. by the wmtch. She prared to be his B. M. brig PengaiOt 
mounting sixteen 321b. carronades, two hmg lIPs, a 131b cafronade on the 
top-gallant forecastle, withswivels on the cap-etern, hi the tops. Hhehada 
spore port forward, so as to fight both her long gnus of s side. She sailed 
from Eiwlandhi September last. She was shorter upon deck than this ship, 
Jn two feet, but she bad a greater loQgth of keel, greater breadth of beam, 
tbidrar sides, and higher buhrarks, than this ship, and was, in all respects, 
a remarkably fine ressel of her ebs«. The enemy acknowledge a comple- 
ment of 138 ; 12 of them snpenmmerary marhiet. firom the Medway, 74. — 
They acknowledge, also* s loss of 14 killed and 28 wounded ; botMr. Mayo, 
who was in charge of the priie, assures me^ that tho mimber of killed was cer* 

talnly greater. It is a most pleasing part of mr duty to aoqpalnt yoot that 

the conduct of Lieuts. Conner and Newton, Mr. Mayo, acth^ Lieat. Browns- 
low of the marines, sailkig?master BommoT, and the other officers, seamen, 
and marines, I bare the honor to command, was, in the hUiest degree, cre- 
ditable to themselves, and calls for my warmest recommendation. I cannot 
hideed do Justice to their meriu. 

I have the honor, te. J. BIDDLE. 



CAPTURE OF THE CTANB AND LEVANT. 
Cofsf ffa ieUerfrom Copi. Stemart, to the Sureiarsf qftht Navy^ doM U. 

8. FHgaU ComtituUon, Mm — ^ 181^. 

SIR-On the 20th of February last, the island of Madeh« bearii^ about W. 
S. W. dfetaot 00 leagues, we fell hi with Us B. M. two ships of war, the Cy- 
ane and Levant, and broo^t them to action about 6 o'clock in the evening, 
both of which, after a spbited engagement of 40 mtoutes, surrendered to the 
ship ander my command. ' 

Considerin| the advantages, derived by the enemv, from a divided aad 
more active force, as also thehr soperioritv in the weight and number of guns, 
I deem the speedy and decisive result or this aetion the strongest assurance 
which can be given to the goveraracnt, that all under my command did their 
duty, and nllantly supported the reputation of American seamen. 

Enclosed yon will receive the mhiutes of the action, and a list of the kUU 
ed and wounded on board this ship; also, encloaed you will receive, for yoor 
infornmtion, a statement of the actual force of the enemy, and the nnmber 
killed and woonded on board their ships, as near as could be ascertained. 
I have the honor, te. • CHAS. STKWABT. 

Our loss, in the above action, was 3 killed and 12 wounded— total 15 ; that 
of the enemy was 12 Ulled and 26 wounded— total 38. 
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CAPTURE OP THE FRIGATE PRESIDENT. 

Copy of a letter from Com. Decatur^ to the Secretary of the Navy 9 dated 

His Britannic Majesty's Ship Endymion, at Sea, 

Jan. 18, 1815. 

SIR — The painful doty of detailing to you the particular causes 
-which preceded and led to the capture of the late United States fri- 
gate President, by a squadron of his Britannic Majesty^s ships (as 
per margin) has devolved upon me. lii my communication of the 
14th> I made known to you my intention of proceeding to sea on 
that evening. Owing to some mistake of the pilcTts, the ship in go- 
ing out grounded on the bar, where she continued to strike heavily 
for an hour and a half; although she had broken several of her rud- 
der braces, and had received such other material injury as to render 
her return into port desirable, 1 was unable to do so from the strong 
westerly wind which was then blowing, 

It being now high water, it became necessary to force her over 
the bar before the tide fell ; in this we succeeded by 1 o'clock, when 
we shaped our course along the shore of Long-Island for 50 miles, 
and then steered S. £. by £. At 5 o'clock, three ships were dis* 
covered ahead ; we immediately hauled up. the ship and passed two 
miles to the northward of them. At daylight, we discovered 4 ships 
in chase, one on each quarter and two astern, the leading ship of the 
enemy a razee ; she commenced a fire upon us, but without effect. 
At meridian the wind became light and baffling, we had increased 
our distance from the razee ; but the next ship intern, which was 
also a large ship, had gained and continued to gain upon us con- 
aiderably^ we immediately occupied all hands to lighten ship, by 
starting water, cutting away the anchors, throwing overboard pro- 
visions, cables, spare spars, boats, and every article that could be 
got at, keeping the sails wet from the royals down. At 3, we had 
the wind quite light; the enemy who had now been joined by a brig, 
had a strong breeze and were coming up rapidly. The Endymion, 
(mounting fifty guns, 24 prs. on the mlBiin deck) had now approached 
us within gun shot, and had commenced a fire with her bow guns, 
which we returned from our stern. At 5 o'clock she had obtained 
a position on our starboard quarter, within half point blank shot, on 
which neither our stern nor quarter guns would bear; we were now 
steering E. by N. the wind N. W. I remained with her in 'this pa- 
flition half an hour, in the hope that she would close with us on our 
broadside, m which case I had prepared my crew to board; but from 
his continuing to yaw his ship to maintain his position, it became 
evident that to close was not fiis intention. Every fire now cut some 
of our sails and rigging ; to have continued our course under these 
circumstances would have been placing it in his power to cripple 
US, without being subject to ii^jury himself, and to have hauled up 
more to the northward to bring our stern guns to bear, would have 
exposed us to his raking fire. It was now dusk, when I determined 
to alter my course south, for the purpose of bringing the enemy 

O o 
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abeam, aud although Uieir ships astern were drawing up fast, I Celt 
satisfied 1 should be enabled to throw him out of the combat before 
they could come np, and was not without hopes, if the night proved 
darki (of which there was every appearance) that I might still be 
enabled to effect my escape. Our opponent kept off at the same in- 
stant we did, and our fire commenced at the same time. We con- 
tinued engaged, steering south, with steering sails set, two hours and 
a half, when -we completely succeeded in dismantling her; previous- 
ly to her dropping entirely out of the action, there were intervals 
of minutes when the ships were broadside and broadside in which 
she did not fire a gun ; at this period (half past 8 o'clock) although 
dark, the other shipsof the squadron were in sight, and almost with- 
in gun shot; we were of course compelled to abandon her. In re- 
suming our former course for the purpose of avoiding the squadron, 
we were compelled to present our stern to our antagonist ; but such 
was his state, though we were thus exposed aud within range of his 
gunS| for half an hour, that he did not avail himself of this favoura- 
ble opportunity of raking us. We continued this course until 1 1 
oVlock, when two fresh ships of the enemy (the Pomona and Tene- 
dos) had come up. The Pomona had opened her fire on the lar- 
board bow, within musket shot ; the other about two cables length 
astern, taking a raking position on our quarter, and the rest (with 
the exception of the Endymion) within gun shot. Thus situated, 
with about one fifth of my crew killed and wounded, my ship crippled 
and a more than fourfold force opposed to me, without a chance of 
escape left* I deemed it my duty to surrender. 

It is with emotions of pride, I bear testimony to the gallantry and 
steadiness of every officer and man I had the honor to command on this 
occasion; and I feel satbfied that the fact of their having beaten a 
force equal to themselves, in the presence and almost under the guns 
of so vastly a superior force ; when, too, it was almost self-evident, 
that whatever their exertions might be, they must ultimately be cap- 
tured, will be taken as evidence of what they would have performed, 
had the force opposed to them been in any degree equal. 

It is with extreme pain I have to inform you, that Lieutenants 
Babbitt, Hamilton, and Howell, fell in the action. They have \«ft 
no officers pf superior merit behind them. 

If, Sir, the issue of this affair had been fortunate, I should have felt 
it my duty to have recommended to your attention, Lieutenants 
Shubrick and Gallagher ; they maintained through the day the repu- 
tation they had gained in former actions. Lieut. Twiggs, of the 
marines, ^splayed great zeali his men were well supplied and their 
fire incomparable, so long as the enemy continued withiu musket 
range. Midshipman Randolph, who had charge of the forecastle di- 
vision, managed it to my entire satisfaction. From Mr. Robinson, 
who was serving as a volunteer, I received essential aid, particular- 
ly after I was deprived of the services of the master, and severe loss 
I bad sustained in my officers on the quarter deck. 

Of our loss in killed and wounded, I am unable at present to give 
you a correct statement; the attention of the surgeon being so en- 
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tirely occupied with the i\'ounded, that he' was unable to tuiike out a 
correct return when 1 left the President, nor shall I be able to make 
it until our arrival in port. We have parted company with the squad- 
ron yesterday. The enclosed list, with the exception, I fear, of its 
being short of the number, will be found correct. 

For 24 hours after the action it was nearly calm, and the squadron 
were occupied in repairing the crippled ships. Such of the crew of 
the President as were not badly wounded, were put on board the dif- 
ferent ships ; myself, and a part of my crew, were put on board thb 
ship. On the 1 7th. we had a gale from the eastward, when this ship 
lost her bowsprit, fore and mainmasts, and mizen topmasts^ all of 
which were badly wounded, and was in consequence of her disabled 
condition, •bilged to throw overboard, all of her upper deck guns; 
her loss in killed and wounded must have beeh rery great. I have 
not been able to ascertain the extent. Ten were buried after I came 
oh board, (30 hours after the action ;) the badly wounded; such as 
are obliged to keep their cots, occupy the starboard side of the gun* 
deck, from the cabin bulk*head to the mainmast. From the crippled 
state of the President's spars, 1 feel satisfied she could not have saved 
her masts, and I feel serious apprehensions for the safety of our 
wounded on board. 

It is due to Captain Hope, to state, that every attention has been 
paid by him to myself and officers that have been placed oa board 
his ship, that delicacy and humanity could dictate. 

I have, Sze. 

STEPHEN DECATUR. 
Ifon. B, W. Cpowninskieldf Sec. Navy. 

British squadron referred to in the above letter. 

Majestic, (razee) - 62 guns. 
Kndymion, frigate, 50 guns. 
Pomona, do. 
Tenedos, do. 
Dispatch, brig. 

JAst of tilled and wounded on board the President in the above action. 

Killed - . 24 
Wounded - 55 



Total 79 killed and wounded. 



(About this time, Fort Bowyer was surrendered to the British; 
the garrison consisted of 370 — the enemy, 6000.)' 
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CAPTURE OP THE CYANfi AND LEVANT. 
Copff of a letter from lAeuL Hoffman to the Secretary of the Navy^ dated 

His B. M. late Ship Cyane, 

New-York, April 10, 1815. 

8IR-^I hare the honor to inform yon, that on the evening of the 
20th February last, while cruising ofif Madeira, the United States 
frigate Constitution fell in with His B. M. ships Cyane and Levant, 
which she captured after ^n action of fifty minutes. 

The Cyane is a frigate built ship, mounting 34 carriage guns, vis. 
22 321b. carronades on the main-deck — 8 181b. carronades on the 
quarter-deck—- 2 1 81b. carronades and two long nines on the forecas- 
tle, and frpm the best information 1 could obtain, carrying a compli- 
ment of 1 75 men, commanded by Gordon Falcon, Esq. The Le- 
vant monnting 21 carriage guns, viz. — 18 241b. carronades^-2 long 
nines and a shifting 12 pr. on the top-gallant forcastle, with a com- 
pliment of 150 men; commanded by the Hon. George Douglass. 
Both ships suffered severely in their spars, rigging, and sails ; the 
Constitution received but trifling injury, having only four men killed 
and 10 wounded; as to the loss of the enemy I cannot positively 
say, but should presume it was very severe. 

On the 0th of March, the Constitution with her two prizes in com- 
pany, anchored off the Isle of May, (one of the Cape-de-Verd Isl- 
ands.) On the lOtb, at 5, A. M. got under way and made sail for 
St. Jago's, where we anchored at 10.45 A. M. on the 12th, at half 
past meridian, discovered three sail in the offing; at 1.10 made them 
to be frigates, at which time the Constitution made signal to get un- 
der way ; at 1.20 cut our cable and made sail to the southward and 
eastward close on a wind ; at 1 .30 the forts on shore commenced firing 
on us; at 2. the Constitution made a signal to tack, which I did to 
the northward and westward; at 2.5 the sternmost frigate com- 
menced firing on us, and hoisted English colours, distant about two 
miles ; at 2.20 lost sight of the Constitution and Levant, who were 
standing on a wind to the southward and eastward, the frigates in 
chase; at 2.35 lost sight of the enemy; at 3, heard a heavy can- 
nonading, which continued at intervals until half past 4; at sun 
down shaped my course for the United States. For the further par- 
ticulars of our cruise, I beg to refer you to Captain Stewart^s official 
account on his arrival in the United States. 

I cannot conclude my letter without particularly recommending 
to your notice, Midshipman Joseph Cross, for whose unremitted ex- 
ertions and attention 1 feel myself greatly indebted*; and he is a 
young man, I think, who would do honor to a commission. 

As to Midshipmen James Delany and James F. Curtis, and the 
few men I have under my command, words would be insufficient to 
express my gratitude to them. 

Veiy respectfully, Ac. 

B. T. HOFFMAN. 
Hon. B. W. CromtinshieU Sec. Navy. 
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GUN-BOATS TAKEN BY THE ENEMY. 

Copy <if a Letter frwn Commodore Patterson to the Secretary of the 

, Natnfy dated 

New-Orleans, 17th March, 1815. 

SIR — Enclosed 1 have the honor to transmit for your information 
a copy of a tetter from Lieut. Thomas Ap. Catesby Jones, giving a 
detailed account of the action between the gun vessels under his 
command, and a flotilla of the enemy^s launches and barges, on the 
14th December, 1814, which after a most gallant resistance, termi- 
nated as stated in my letter of the 1 7th December, in the capture of 
our squadron. The courage and skill which was displayed in th^ 
defence of the gun vessels and tender, for such a length of time, 
against such an overwhelming force as they had to contend with, 
reflects additional splendor on our naval glory, and will, I trust, di- 
minish the regret occasioned by their loss. 

I have, &c. 

DANIEL T. PATTERSON. 

Hon» B, W. Cronminshield^ Sec*y of the Navy. 



NenhOrleanSy I2th Marchy 1815. 

SIR — Having sufficiently recovered my strength, I do my self the 
honor of reporting to you the particulars of the capture of the divi- 
sion of United States gun-boats, late under my command. 

On the 12th December, 1814, the enemy's fleet off Ship-Island, 
had increased to such a force, as to render it no longer safe or pru- 
dent for me to continue in that part of the Lakes, with the small 
force which I commanded. I therefore determined to gain a sta- 
tion near the Malhereux Islands as soon as possible, which situation 
would better enable me to opp6se a further penetration of the enemy 
up the Lakes, and at the same time afford me an opportunity of re- 
treating to the Petite Coquille's, if necessary. 

At 10, A. M. on the 13th, I discovered a large flotilla of barges 
had left the fleet, {shaping their course towards the Pass Christian} 
which I supposed to be a dfsembarkation of troops intended to land 
at that place. About 3, P. M. the enemy's flotilla having gained 
the Pass Christian, and continuing their course to th« westward, 
convinced me that an attack on the gun-boats was their design.—- 
At this time the water in the Lakes was uncommonly low, owing 
to the westerly wind which had prevailed for a number of days, and 
which still continued from the same quarter. Nos. 156, 162, and 
163, although in the best channel, were in 12 or 18 inches less 
water than their draught; every effort was made to get them afloat 
by th)rowing overboard al) articles of weight that could be dispensed 
with. At 3 30, the flood tide had commenced ; got under weigh, 
making th'^ best of my way towards the Petite Coquille. At 3 45, 
the enemy dispatched three boats to cut out the schooner Sea- 
Horse, which had been sent into the Bay St. Louis, that morning, 



294 

to assist in the removal of the public etores witicb I had previooslj 
ordered; these 6ndiog a removal impractieable, I ordered prepara- 
tions to be made for their deBtroctiooy least they i^ould fall into the 
enemy^s hands. A few discharges of grape shot from the schooner 
Sea-Horse, compelled the three boats which had attacked her, to 
retire oot of the reach of her gun, until they were joined by four 
others, when the attack was recommenced by the seven boats. — 
Mr. Johnson having chosen an advantageous position^ near the two 
sijc-pounders on the bank, maintained a sharp action for near thirty 
minutes, when the enemy hauled ofiT, having one boat apparently 
much injured, and with the loss of several men killed and wounded. 
At 7 50, an explosion at the Bay, and soon after a large fire, indu- 
ced me to believe the Sea-Horse was blown up, and the public store 
house set pn fire, as was the fact. 

About 1, A. M. on the 14tb, the wind having died away, and our 
vessels become unmanageable, came to anchor in the west end of 
Malhereux Island's passage. At daylight next morning, still a per- 
fect calm, the enemy^s flotilla was about nine miles from us, at 
anchor, but soon got in motion, and rapidly advanced towards us. — 
The want of wind, and the strong ebb tide which was setting 
through the Pass, left me but one alternative, which was, to put my 
vessela in the most advantageous position to give the enemy as warm 
a reception as possible. The commanders were all called on board 
and made acquainted with my intentions, and the position which 
each vessel was to take, the whole to form a close line abreast 
across the channel, anchored by the stern, with springs on the 
cables, &c. Sic, Thus we remained ftnziously waiting an attack 
from the advancing foe, whose force I now clearly distinguished to 
be composed of forty-two heavy launches and gun barges, with 
three light giggs, manned with upwards of wu thousand men and 
officers. About 30, the Alligator (tender) which was to the south* 
ward and eastward, and endeavoring to join the division, was cap- 
tured by several of the enemy's barges, when the whole flotilla 
came to, with their grapnels a little out of the reach of our shot, 
apparently making arrangements for the attack. At 10 30, the 
enemy weighed, forming a line abreast in open order, and steering 
direct for our line, which was unfortunately, in some degree, broken 
by the force of the current driving Nos. 156 and 163 about 100 
yards in advance. 

As soon as the enemy came within reach of our shot, a deliberate 
(ire from our long guns was opened upon him, but without much 
effect, the objects being of so small a size. At 10 minutes before 
1 1, the enemy opened a fire from the whole of his line, when the 
.'if.tion became general and destructive on both sides. About 11 49, 
the advance boats of the enemy, three in number, attempted to 
board No. 156, but were repulsed with the loss of nearly every offi- 
cer killed or wounded, and two boats sunk — ^a second sittempt to 
board was then made by four other boats, which shared almost a 
similar fate. At this moment I received a severe wound in my left 
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shoulder, which compelled me to quit the deck, leaving it in charge ' 
of Mr. George Parker, Master^s Mate, wl^o gallantly defended the 
▼easel until he was severely wounded, when the enemy, by his su- 
perior numbers, succeeded in gaining possession of the deck about 
10 minutes past 12 o'clock. The enemy immediately turned the 
guns of his prize on the other gun-boats, and fired several shot piPe- 
vious to striking the American colors. The action continued with 
unabating severity until 40 minutes past 1 2 o'clock, when it termi- 
nated with the surrender of No. 23, all the other vessels having 
previously fallen into the hands of the enemy. 

In, this unequal contest, our loss in killed and wounded has been 
trifling, compared with that of the enemy, which amounts to nearly 
four hundred. 

. Enclosed you will receive a list of the killed and wounded, and 
a correct statement of the force which I had the honor to command 
at the commencement of the action, together with an estimate of 
the force I had to contend against, as acknowledged by the enemy, 
which will enable you to decide how far the honor of our country's 
flag has been supported in this conflict. 

I have Q^c 

THOS- AP. CATESBY JONES, 
Captain D. T. Patterson^ 

Com'dg. U. S. naval forces New-Orleans station. 
Statement of the effective force of ^ division of the U. States 
gun-boats, under the command of Lieut. Thomas Ap. Catesby 
Jones, at the commencement of the action, with a flotilla of Eng- 
lish gun-boats, on the 14th December, 1814, viz: five gun-boats, 
mounting in all 23 guns, with a complement of 182 men. 

The schooner Sea-Horse had one six-pounder and 13 men — Sail- 
ing Master Wm. Johnson, Commander— none killed or wounded. — 
The sloop Alligator, (tender,) had one four-pounder and eight men ; 
Sailing-Master Richard S. Shepperd, Commander. 

THOS. AP. C. JONES, 
Lieut. Comd't. U. S. Navy N. Orleans. 
The following is a correct statement of the British forces which 
were engaged in the capture of the late United States gun-boats 
Nos. 23, 156, 5, 162 and 63, near Malhereux Islands, Lake Borgne, 
14th December, 1814 : — 
40 launches and barges, mounting one carronade each, of 12, 18 
and 24lb, calibre, 
1 launch mounting one long brass 12 pounder, 
1 do. do. do. 9 do. 

3 giggs with small arms only. 

Total number of boats, 45 

Total number of cannon, 42 

The above flotilla was manned with twelve hundred men, com? 
manded by Capt. Lockyer, who received three severe wounds in 
the action. THOS. AP. G. JONES. 
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